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May I speak in the name of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Families – As in most things in life there are somethings about them that bring 

us joy and other’s troubles. Just at the moment I imagine we are swinging from 

great concern, to missing them or even wishing they would just give us a little 

space on our own. 

Back in the day when my daughters were teenagers, I often wished they would 

give me a little peace. Their fascination with heavy metal music and American 

TV programmes was sometimes a strain on family living. The reading this 

morning, though it may seem a strange connection, got me thinking about a 

programme they to used watch and still watch which is called My Name is Earl. 

I am sure that many of you will not have heard of this programme so I will just 

give a quick outline of the theme. 

Earl was a petty criminal and was generally not a very pleasant person. One 

day he won the lottery but before he could claim the money he was knocked 

over by a car and lost the ticket. He thought that was the end of the money 

altogether but then he was led to do a good deed for someone, as a 

consequence of which he found the missing lottery ticket. Earl began to think 

about the fact that his life was to be improved because he had done something 

good for another and it occurred to him that if he did more good deeds more 

good things would happen for him.  

What next then. Well he created a list of all those people he had wronged and 

set out to help those people to make up for what he had done. 

Some of you may now be thinking of parallels to the story of Zacchaeus, also in 

the Gospel of Luke like our reading today. Zacchaeus was a tax collector and 

not a very honest one. Now Zacchaeus had heard about Jesus and went to see 
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him along with many others. He had climbed a tree to get a better view of 

Jesus but was hidden from sight. Amazingly Jesus stopped at the foot of this 

very tree called him by name and asked him to come down. The story goes on 

that Jesus went with Zacchaeus to his home, something that caused a stir 

owing to Zacchaeus reputation but Jesus’ acceptance of him, his love for him 

despite his sins brought Zacchaeus to give away half of his possessions and give 

back all the money to those whom he had cheated. Good coming out, to win 

over evil, all it needed was for Zacchaeus to realise that he could be saved. He 

could heal his life. Just as Earl was beginning to heal his life. 

The Bible story of Zacchaus is a real connection with my name is Earl, and the 

healing touch of Jesus bringing salvation but to him. But I have digressed a 

little from my original plan to show the parallels with the reading from Luke 

today that made me think of this programme.  

The 70 or 72, some Bibles read were sent out by Jesus on a mission just as Earl 

is on a mission to bring something good into the lives of others. The disciples 

are to be sent to bring peace and healing to those they meet. They are to go 

before Jesus to prepare the way for him, bringing salvation to those who will 

listen, a reconnection with God. Jesus tells the disciples to travel with a friend. 

Well coincidentally Earl has a special friend that goes along with him too, they 

go together. Although the road for the disciples is far more dangerous, as they 

are Jews travelling through country that is not Jewish and will present a great 

challenge to them, Earl too faces dangers and challenges and he may be 

rejected just as the disciples may be. 

Earl has a list, an objective and the disciples do too. Jesus tells them they must 

not go from house to house but remain with one household and trust that 

those within will share with others the good news. I could see a connection 
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here too, as I had researched the programme. I realized that the show had 

been cancelled before the ending could be revealed, but I found that the writer 

had put out the intended ending on a blog. He had intended that Earl should 

eventually come across someone he had helped who had thought that it was 

such a good idea that he had, in turn developed his own list and was now going 

out to put their wrongdoing to right too. I think you can probably see my 

connection to the disciples here is that they were bringing the good news to 

one household in the hope that it would spread the hope of salvation to others 

in the community. 

There is no doubt that the main purpose for those disciples was mission. Jesus 

had sent them out to spread the word of God. To bring new lambs to the fold, 

to bring in the harvest of which there was then and still today is plenty. Jesus 

gave the disciples directions not to be distracted from their mission by 

anything but to offer peace and healing in God’s name through the Holy Spirit 

in the power of God himself. For those that rejected this offering of salvation 

there is still to be hope though as Jesus directs the disciples to say that all have 

come near to the Kingdom of God. 

But again let us come back to connections with healing in today’s readings 

especially as we are today celebrating the life of St Luke who was thought to 

be a healer, a doctor. We can see from today’s Psalm that healing is not just 

something we read about in the Gospels of the new testament but from deep 

in old testament times too. The poet writes about God bringing together his 

people and healing them spiritually as well as physically, binding their wounds. 

When we are talking about Physical healing, I know that there is often some 

confusion about how people think about Christian healing in this context. The 

healing that I have spoken about this morning is more about Spiritual healing. 
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Earl’s spirit was healed when he changed his life around and began to live a 

good life although he viewed it as ‘Karma’ turning bad luck into good but for 

Zacchaeus it was Jesus that brought him salvation in the Lord that healed his 

spirit.  

What about the physical healing though that can come through faith. Although 

we know that all Christian healing comes through God, we live in a society 

today that is supported by conventional medicine and we should never ignore 

the healing we receive through the medical profession, our response to 

physical pain should be through prayer and faith. We need to acknowledge 

that God is the one who gives us healing and ultimately, he is the one who 

knows best what is needed. To share with you a quote from a Lent course 

about healing written by Bishop James and Paula Gooder some might 

remember from some years ago – healing was not instant for everyone in the 

Bible. Although the New Testament contains many miraculous healings and 

similar healings continue to take place in our churches today, we need to 

remember that not everyone is cured in the way expected. Medical or physical 

cures and wholeness – the true meaning of Christian healing is not always the 

same thing. Wholeness takes into account the body, mind and spirit just as we 

pray for today and sometimes the healing of the spirit such as I have been 

talking about is the most important healing. 

 

I started this morning talking about how we may be feeling about our families, 

that we may be concerned, missing or even wishing that we could get some 

space from them and I was referring to the situations that the pandemic we 

are living through at the moment has placed us in. We know that the medical 

profession is fighting this pandemic offering conventional healing that is the 
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very best that they can, but what of the healing that we can offer to our church 

family and those in the community. Well I have been hearing of some of our 

church family who have been coming alongside those who are lonely, a buddy 

system,  they have been calling them and keeping in touch with them 

throughout the initial lockdown and still reaching out to them. Fr Paul, Rev 

Amanda and the lay ministers have been offering sermons to reach people 

online and prayers have been posted on the website. I know that Denise has 

been sharing an Agape Service with others and Maureen and Christine have 

been reaching out in prayer calling each other each morning and sharing 

prayer time. Rev Amanda is setting up a Bereavement Café to reach out to 

those who are suffering from grief and we have been supporting the Food 

Bank to try to help those who haven’t even got enough to eat as they have lost 

their jobs. All leading to healing. We must not forget that we have seen new 

faces in church too. Those who came when the Church was open for prayer. 

Who came in just to have a place to sit bringing a sense of healing to their own 

personal situations. 

Such pain in the world is hard to come to terms with, I pray that God may give 

us the strength to accept the cycle of life that he has created for us and hope 

that even in death we can see his healing as we will become one with God. 

I would like to finish with a prayer from the Lent course I mentioned 

earlier…Let us pray 

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and 

with power to bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your church 

with the same Holy Spirit that we, who share his suffering and Victory, may 

bear witness to the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord 

who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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