
THE FRIENDS OF ST.PAULINUS CHURCH, CRAYFORD 
 
Minutes of 53rd Annual General Meeting of the Friends of St. Paulinus held in the Youth 
Hall, on Saturday 5th October 2019.  
 
There were 28 people present including MP Sir David Evennett, Mayor Geraldine Lucia-Hennis and 
Councillor Christine Bishop.  The meeting opened at 3.05pm.   
 
1 Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 
The Chair of the Friends, Dorothy Pennington Jones, formally opened the meeting by welcoming 
everyone to the Annual General Meeting of the Friends.   
 
2 Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Consort Peter Lucia-Hennis, Cllr Eileen Pallen, Cllr Brad Smith, Fr. Paul 
Prentice; Mrs F Nyman; Mr & Mrs Tough; Mr & Mrs R Leadbetter; Irene Holloway; Mr & Mrs J 
Whitehead; Mrs L Payne; Miss B Judge; Reverend Canon Derek Carpenter; Mrs K Rayner; Mrs R 
Lambourne; Mrs Summerskill; Mr R Jones; Mrs Marilyn Downs. 
 
3 Minutes of the Last Meeting – 52nd AGM  
 
The minutes of the 52nd Annual General Meeting, circulated prior to the start of the meeting, were 
read by those present. They were agreed (proposed and seconded) and signed as a true record by 
the Chair. 
 
4 Matters Arising from last meeting 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
5 Chair’s Report 
 
The Chair, Dorothy Pennington-Jones, gave her annual report, the key points being: 
• Thanks to the Friends for their continued and generous support and asked that they encourage 

their families and friends to also become Friends and help support us.   
• The positive impact that bequests from members of the Friends have on our income and 

potential contribution to church restoration. 
• The contribution of the Friends towards the Reredos Tile Project – expected completed Oct 2019. 
• Thanks to all that served on the Friends Committee over the last year for their stalwart work, 

service, support and successful fundraising events with special thanks to Margaret and Richard 
Drew, Lesley Holbrook, Jackie Baxter, Vicky Price, John Holbrook and  Alan Baxter.   

• The Chair also expressed thanks to the Holbrook family for their excellent annual quiz and to 
the Rector Paul Prentice and wife Vicky for holding the garden party and their hospitality.   

 
The Chair’s Report was approved by the meeting. 
 
6 Financial Report 
 
The Treasurer, John Holbrook, presented the 2018/2019 financial year accounts, that are subject to 
final auditing by the appointed auditor.  The key points being: 
• Total assets stood at £15,689 (vs £37,585 last year).  
• Income: Quiz takings up due to increased entry fees. Weekly Draw income marginally down as 

as a result from postings across the financial years. 
• Expenses: the Reredos Tile Project accounted for almost all of the total outgoings. 
• Total assets (£15,569) include £6,720 committed expense as final part of the Reredos Tile 

Project. This will reduce the total assets going forward to about £8,970. 
• Membership fees to remain unchanged for next financial year. 
 
The accounts were proposed, seconded and adopted. 



 
7 Membership Report 
 
The Secretary reported 67 across the four membership categories in total though 88 actual individual 
members. The figures are down by two on last year.  
 
8 Fundraising 
 
The Secretary/VC spoke about income from direct fundraising (excluding bequests) had fallen over 
the last three years (down 30% over one year and 43% over two years), the impact this has on 
supporting restoration projects and the need to explore and find other income sources.   
 
9 Election of Officers 
 
In the absence of the Rector, Sir David Evennett took the chair. He congratulated and thanked the 
Committee for their good work and support over the last year.  Dorothy Pennington Jones was 
unanimously re-elected as Chair.  
 
The unanimous election of other officers took place with the following appointments: 
Vice-Chair Alan Baxter 
Treasurer John Holbrook  
Secretary Alan Baxter 
Auditor Carol Demuth 
 
Other existing Committee members were unanimously re-elected were Margaret Drew, Jackie 
Baxter, Irene Holloway, Lady Evennett, Jean Jones and Marilyn Downs.  
 
10 Forthcoming Fundraising Events  
 
Future events are: 
Dec 2019  Nine Lessons/Carol Service – serving refreshments afterwards  
February 2020  Annual Quiz.   
March 2020  Talks about Crayford history or alternative projects 
Summer TBA   Rectory Tea Party  
 
The Chair asked for members to put forward suggested ideas for future fundraising events to the 
Committee. 
 
10 Any Other Business 
 
The Mayor (Geraldine Lucia-Hennis) spoke about changes to the ‘ Living Churchyard’ regarding grass 
cutting, repairs to graves especially the five endowed graves and Lady Limerick’s grave. The Mayor 
is seeking to find out from the PCC what monies have been accrued that can be used to fund repairs.  
Howard Mariner reported that the Bexley Civic Society have approved funds to aid the Lady Limerick 
grave repairs. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.45 pm. 
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