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Chairs Annual Report – Dorothy Pennington 
 
This year has proved to be an extremely difficult year for the Friends.  Like many other 
local charities and businesses’, we have been impacted by the Covid-19 virus in that we 
have been unable to hold any fundraising activities since March 2020. 
 
Luckily, we held our main fundraising event, the Friends Quiz, run by John Holbrook and 
family, in February which raised almost £800. John’s quiz is very popular and has been 
a mainstay of our fundraising for many years. We hope it will continue in future years. 
 
We have about 90 Friends so our membership has held steady in line with previous years.  
We would welcome more people to become Friends especially those who might be 
interested in becoming an elected officer (Chair, Treasurer or Secretary). 
 
Margaret Drew, supported by husband Richard, somehow managed to run the weekly 
draw during the lockdown period.  My congratulations and thanks to Margaret. 
 
I can report that work on the Reredos repairs at the East end of the church is complete 
and the area looks absolutely beautiful and serene.  The cost to Friends, about £30,000, 
was mainly paid for by Jean Stewart’s wonderful bequest and some funding by the 
Friends.  The re-dedication service has had to put on hold due to the coronavirus but I 
am assured it will be held soon. This will enable Dr Stewart and his family to see what 
Jean’s bequest has achieved and her lasting memory to the church. 
 
Our finances remain in good shape. We currently have just over £9,000. This enables us 
to continue funding some smaller maintenance works. We continue to work closely with 
the church Fabric Committee to identify and raise funds for new development and 
maintenance projects such as the porch restoration. 
 
I would like to thank all members of the Friends Committee for their sterling work and 
support during what has been a testing period and difficult year.  In particular thanks 
are due to John Holbrook, indefatigable Quiz Master and Treasurer and to Alan Baxter, 
Secretary extraordinary.  I also thank their families for their hospitality and support. 
 
Looking forward it’s impossible at the moment to say what, if any, fundraising events we 
will be able to hold in the immediate future.  But rest assured, once its safe to do so we 
will and we look forward to letting you know when this will be. 
 
It just leaves me to thank you all, our wonderful Friends, for your ongoing support and to 
say keep yourselves safe until we can safely meet again. 
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