
Recently I made a terrible mistake, this probably will not come as surprise to many of you, as I am prone to making 
them.  I then had to continue with the task in front of me, with the mistake weighing so heavily on me that I felt 
overwhelmed.  As I walked forward, the words came to me ‘Do not be afraid’, but also what are you afraid of?  I had 
made the mistake, I had put it right as best as I could, I was there continuing to try and do my best, all God ever asks 
and I knew, although I couldn’t feel it in my current state that I was already forgiven.  He is an ever-loving God, full of 
immeasurable mercy, as shown in the story of the prodigal son, ‘who while he was still far off, his father saw him and 
was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.’  So, what was I afraid of, failure, not 
being perfect, letting the side down, looking like I didn’t care when I did, what was my idol? 
 
The NIV translation of the Psalm for this Sunday, Psalm 139, is titled ‘The Lord, Not Idols’.  
 
We can think of idols as possibly a throwback to ancient days the worship of statues of the Greek, Romans and more.   
In the Old Testament, the Israelites turn from God, while Moses is up the mountain being given the Ten comments. 
They melt down their gold and worship the golden bull of Baal.  
 
Yet psalm 139 is still as relevant today as when it was written all that time ago. There are plenty of idols being 
worshipped; money, power, possessions, getting ahead – I’m sure there are many others that can be named.    
 
God reminds us He is the first and the last, a message from the prophet Isaiah in today’s Old Testament reading ‘I am 
the first and I am the last; 
    besides me there is no god.’ 
 
And that message continues to the end of the bible in the New Testament, in Revelation 22.13 ‘I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End’.    
 
Isaiah also tells not to fear or be afraid, a message that is the most repeated in the Bible, ‘Do not fear, or be afraid’. 
God is everything and everything we need, but is that how we live? 
 
Is this what the Psalmist knew who wrote the Psalm read today?  In this psalm here is a God who knows us 
completely.  Psalm 139 removes the need of idols, to a point that makes them ridiculous, when it is considered that 
God knows every part of us, before we even do and there is not place where He is not. What else can we possibly 
need?  
 
Our reading in Roman’s continues to reinforce that we keep our eyes lifted.  Paul states ‘if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live.’ It is living as Jesus shows us in the Gospels and seen in the Gospel reading 
today from Matthew, where we see Jesus telling the parable of the weeds. 
 
Here again, we are told by Jesus about the Kingdom of God, but how do we understand the Kingdom? A place where 
God rules, death has been overcome, all disease is cured, evil is defeated and a refuge and shelter from struggle and 
difficulty. 
 
But the Kingdom is also a mystery that we cannot know, yet if we want to go towards understanding what the 
kingdom is like, we can read the parables of the kingdom.  The parables in their representations, act as a way we can 
begin to understand, and the Kingdom can become present within us as we believe. It could be seen as the pebble in 
a pond effect.  The initial plop starts small, growing outward as the ripples spread, starting with an individual and 
increasing to permeate the whole of society.  We can be part of the Kingdom now, building through our words and 
actions, with the power of God in our lives, building the Kingdom of God coming in the future times. 
 
In today’s Gospel reading we are shown the Kingdom which is to come, through Jesus’ story of the weeds among the 
wheat.  In the wheat we see a people planted by Jesus, through His coming us to show us the way to the Kingdom, 
through His words, actions and ultimately giving His life to conquer death on the cross, through His suffering and 
resurrection. 
 
The wheat is nourished by the example of Christ and God’s Word.  But we also see the weeds all around us too, of 
which we are to be warned about and aware of; temptation, those idols are all around to snare and choke our 
spiritual life as weeds subdue the plants around them. 
 



We are shown two sowers, the sower who ‘sows good seed’ and the enemy that comes and sows at night, in the 
darkness, when things are not clear, hidden by shadows.  The times when we need the light. 
 
We are reminded that there are both good and evil in the world, weeds as well as the wheat, and the weeds cannot 
be pulled up as the wheat would be pulled up too.  They are only to be separated at the time of harvest, at the end 
of the age. 
 
The field is the world, a place where there can be an abundant crop even with the weeds, the wheat is not 
overcome, we have the love of God, His Word and His Word made flesh in Jesus to show us the way, giving us 
strength to resist the pressures, the idols that can restrict our growth, through failure, hard times and events that 
test us. 
 
The Kingdom is present in the world, in the midst of opposition from evil, the weeds left in the ground.  The sower 
sows His good seeds, Jesus sharing His parables but also His life, culminating in his death and Glorious resurrection, 
defeating death.  He causes a disruption to the world, society and previously understood order.  Death is 
transformed, its power removed. 
 
There will be weeds but we can grow as strong wheat, living our lives in the way, to ensure that God’s will is done, 
not our own.  This is where we can fall into following idols rather than what God wants for us.  We are to love God 
and our neighbour in all we do, to choose to live a spiritual life in a relationship of humility and forgiveness and that 
includes forgiving ourselves, so we can shine like the sun in the kingdom of the Father.  
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


