
Reflection 14 June 2020 

Ever had a week where suddenly loads of deadlines come at once and you just do not know how you 

are going to get everything done and to the end of the week in one piece!  I know at these times 

there may be a temptation just to give up as the task in front of me seems impossible.  But with a 

deep breath, often a prayer and by putting one foot in front of the other, I always seem to make it to 

the other side, if somewhat a little tired and breathless!  Paul links in today’s New Testament 

reading, suffering that brings endurance, endurance character and character hope.  I am here today, 

a testimony to hope and how good God can really be! 

Today’s Gospel reading, a seemingly insurmountable task is set before the disciples, which also calls 

to us. ‘The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few.’  It is hard to be part of a minority.  To be 

the one going against the tide.  In the time of the time of Matthew’s Gospel is was even dangerous, 

the disciples to be sheep among wolves later on in v16.  The task can also seem overwhelming, 

trying to get your message across, your experience, when not only is it hard to communicate to 

those who do not understand but they are unwilling to even listen. 

How do we do this?   

We are called to shine out as a light in the world, chapt 5 v14., a reflection of the coming kingdom on 

earth today.  Before Jesus’ commission to the disciples, the previous verses show Jesus in His 

ministry: proclaiming the good news, curing disease and sickness.  He had compassion for the 

crowds who were lost, harassed and helpless; they were vulnerable, being leaderless and fearful, 

sheep without a shepherd.  

Jesus showed the way and then summoned his twelve to do the same, raising shepherds to proclaim 

his sacrifice not only in word but in actions, giving them authority over unclean spirits, disease and 

sickness.    

Jesus does not describe what to do He shows us, just as with prayer He didn’t tell just tell them to 

pray, He was an example. In Luke 11.17 He prayed and then they asked Him to teach them to pray.  

Jesus often takes himself off to pray. That is the starting point.  Praying is the place where we can 

hear God’s call to us and what we can do to bring in the harvest.  Having time and space to give to 

God, can strip away all the distractions of life and enable us get back to the centre of things.  It is 

also a time where we can be renewed.  When things have gone wrong, they seem too hard, when 

there is a large hill to climb, we can sit with God and lay these all things at His feet. 

A commitment to prayer can then enable and encourage us to be part of bringing in the harvest.  At 

the moment we can see trouble all around.  It could seem insurmountable but God has got this and 



we are a part of the healing too.  So again, how?  Well hopefully, prayer will bring guidance but we 

are all called to love and we are shown how throughout Scripture too.  Maybe reading the scripture 

for today and praying with it could help, seeing which words are we being drawn to, as we read with 

the Spirit. Matthew keeps the sending mission of teaching until chapter 28.18-20.  We can not teach 

others until we have been grounded fully in the teaching of Jesus. 

Acting out Scripture, a smile, a kind word, giving of ourselves: of time, money, care, listening.  We 

may support each other or the lonely with a phone call, being part of the Buddying List to care for all 

of the church family, feeding the hungry with a donation to the food bank, going out into the 

community and finding where there is need and looking for how to help, even further afield to the 

wider world.   Jesus says go to the lost sheep, if they are lost, they need to be found.   

Matthew’s Gospel is described as a summons to respond to the divine grace, as Paul tells us in 

Roman’s chapter 5 v2 obtained through Christ, revealed in and by Jesus. Our spirituality is learned by 

being with Jesus, leading to a commitment to mission. We are changed, as our will becomes formed 

with God.  Hearing the commandments and doing them.  We do not see the disciple’s response to 

their call, chapter 11 continuing ‘when Jesus had finished instructing the twelve […] he went […] to 

teach and proclaim’ and He continues through the rest of the Gospel to heal. 

Jesus continues to show the way, through the Gospels.   We have been given the Holy Spirit, which 

we celebrated at Pentecost and we are held by the Trinity, Father holding us in the hollow of his 

hand and loving us as we work to bring in His harvest, the Son a man who dwelt among us and gave 

us the example of the way with the Holy Spirit breathing on us and enabling us to bring in the 

harvest.  So how will we pray, what will we pray for and what will we commit to in God’s name this 

week and beyond, to bring in the plentiful harvest of those who are fearful, leaderless? In church, 

we are many forming one body.  Jesus saw the foundations of Church in twelve ordinary, flawed 

men.  Share your call and we will see how together we can show the God who responds to suffering 

and sees with the eyes of mercy. 

 

 

 


