
Confirmation Retreat & Presentation of Candidates 2021 FAQ 

When is the Mandatory Confirmation Retreat? 

Your candidate’s Confirmation Retreat is Scheduled to occur on Saturday, February 27th, 2021.  Because 

of Covid-19 and the need to socially distance, the retreat is being shortened and adapted to maintain 

health and safety procedures.  The retreat will now take place from 10:30am-11:30am in the Church on 

February 27, 2021.  There will be a brief talk, time for journaling, and reading their Parent/Sponsor 

letters.  The retreat will also include their mandatory Confirmation Interview.  Please drop your child off 

by 10:25am at the Church, and return by 11:30am.  Each child will be situated by themselves at the end 

of a pew, with 6+ feet separating them from any other candidates.  Candidates must wear a mask at all 

times. 

 

What do I need, and what does my child need, for the Confirmation retreat? 

• Confirmandi may dress in comfortable clothing for the retreat; they should bring and wear a 

mask prior to entering the Church.  They should also bring their Confirmation Journal (filled out) 

and a writing utensil.   

• Parents need to send a parent(s) letter and Sponsor letter into the Parish Office by Feb. 15th! 

 

What is the Confirmation Interview? 

Prior to reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation, all Candidates must have an “Interview” with a 

Parish staff member or designee.  This Interview is merely a conversation with the Candidate about their 

thoughts and feelings about their readiness to be Confirmed.  The 6 reflection questions found in the 

“Confirmation Journal” will be the primary material for discussion.  This is NOT an interrogation or 

something to fear; this is a process of engagement and support from the Parish, as well as an 

opportunity for the Candidate to confirm their desire to receive the Sacrament.  The Interview will take 

place during the Confirmation Retreat on February 27th, 2021 in order to ease scheduling for Candidates 

and families for this mandatory process of Confirmation preparation. 

 

What, and when, is the Virtual Presentation of Confirmation Candidates?  

The “Presentation of Candidates” is a way to introduce our Confirmation Candidates (“Confirmandi”) to 

the larger Parish; not only for recognition, but for prayer.  Candidates will be formally presented to the 

Parish at the 10AM Mass on February 28th, 2021 where they will be recognized and prayed for.  At this 

time, because of our current health crisis, it will be impossible to gather all of our families and children 

for a single Mass and remain socially distanced; you are NOT required to attend this Mass and children 

will NOT be physically recognized at the Mass.  This “virtual presentation” will consist of Fr. Jim reading 

the Confirmani’s names to the Parish and offering a series of prayers/blessings for them, which will be 

livestreamed on our Parish Website.  Additionally, we would like to include each Candidate’s name, 

picture, and brief Bio in a Flocknote and Bulletin insert to introduce these Confirmandi to the Parish.  If 

you would like your child included in this Flocknote and Parish Bulletin, please e-mail a picture and brief 

bio to Julie Bowling at jbowling@ihmcfo.org no later than Monday, February 15th!  When you e-mail 

Julie, please be clear as to who the picture is of.  Your child’s “bio” should be a brief 3-5 sentences telling 

a bit about them and how they are feeling about being Confirmed.  (ie., “This is Brian Kudro, he enjoys 

hiking and playing sports.  He also enjoys reading Science Fiction and watching movies with his family 

and friends.  He can’t wait to be Confirmed as he moves into high school and continues to grow in his 

faith!”) 
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