
Wednesday, January 13, 2021 

Greetings once again families with Confirmation Candidates! 

I know yesterday’s announcement regarding a change to our celebration of the Sacrament of 

Confirmation was disappointing news for all of us.  We understand that.  I hope you understand that 

during this pandemic, unfortunately, we have all had to make many sacrifices and adjustments to the 

way we do things and even to many of our cherished traditions.  Adjusting our Confirmation schedule is 

one more sacrifice we are being asked to help maintain the health and safety of all involved.  If we can 

keep these few reminders at the forefront of our hearts and minds, then I hope things can be more 

palatable and understandable for all: 

• As Christians, we are called to care for the least among us and to love others as Christ loves us; 

including making sacrifices for the health and safety of those who are most vulnerable to this 

virus. 

• Despite all of these changes and frustrations, we are richly blessed!  We are blessed to be able 

to physically and freely gather to celebrate these Sacraments, whereas so many Christians in our 

world do not always have such freedoms (as we got a taste of this past spring when we couldn’t 

even gather for Easter!). 

 

Some parents and Confirmandi have asked why, if we have to have two separate Confirmation Masses, 

can’t we just have one with PSR families and one with School families instead of mixed gatherings based 

on alphabetical order?  Quite simply, because we are ONE IHM family, not separate school/PSR 

communities.  While we may do some catechesis separately, this year we even moved to share ONE 

Confirmation prep program (Decision Point) in order to help bring us together and remind us that we 

are all ultimately IHM parishioners over and above how and where we educate our children.   

 

In Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, #26 reminds us that: “Liturgical services are not private 

functions, but are celebrations of the Church, which is the ‘sacrament of unity’….”  All sacraments and 

sacramental celebrations are ultimately Parish celebrations—NOT school or PSR.  And as highlighted 

above, all Sacraments, including the Sacrament of Confirmation, are signs of not only our unity with 

Christ, but our unity with one another.  As St. Paul had to remind his fractious early Christian 

communities multiple times, we are ONE Body in Christ!  By separating into two separate communities 

based on school choice, we would be harming the unity Christ calls us into as a wider Parish family.  

Oneness is central to our Catholic-Christian faith; at every Mass we pray that all Christians be ONE, we 

recite the Creed and our belief in ONE God, ONE holy, catholic and apostolic Church, and ONE baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.  Now more than ever, our world needs our Christian witness of oneness and 

unity to help shine a light in the darkness and division which we have seen so prevalent in our nation 

and world as of late.   

 

Fr. Jim and I did speak regarding the concerns of the 6PM timeframe, now that the Masses were moved 

to a weeknight, which can be difficult for working families to get home in time for.  Fr. Jim has graciously 

agreed to change the start time for Mass to 7PM on both March 8th and March 15th to better 

accommodate work schedules for all involved.   

 



As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.  I’d like to 

close with a prayer for all of us from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (4:1-5):  “I, then, a prisoner for the 

Lord, urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received, with all humility and gentleness, 

with patience, bearing with one another through love, striving to preserve the unity of the spirit through 

the bond of peace:  one body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of your call; one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”  

Peace—Brian 
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