
1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion 2020-21 FAQ: 

 

Who can receive 1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion? 

All previously baptized Catholics who have attained the age of reason (7 years of age); generally done 

when a child is in the 2nd grade. 

 

What if my child has not been baptized, or is baptized in another Christian denomination? 

If your child has not been previously baptized and received their 1st Communion and would like to be 

Baptized and fully initiated, or if your child was baptized in another Christian denomination and seeks to 

join the Catholic Church, please contact Brian Kudro at bkudro@ihmcfo.org to discuss this further.  Your 

child would be involved in a form of the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) process and would be 

fully initiated/received into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil on April 3, 2021. 

 

What if my child is a baptized Catholic, but we belong to another Parish other than IHM? 

If your child is a Baptized Catholic, but you are enrolled in another Parish other than IHM, you must be 

registered in our Parish or receive written permission from your Parish’s Pastor to make your First 

Communion at IHM; as this is a Parish process, even though some preparation may be taking place in 

the school setting.   

 

When are the Parent/Candidate meetings going to be held? 

This year we are offering two options for each mandatory parent meeting, based upon your family’s 

health concerns and needs.  For those desiring to meet in-person, we will hold an informational session 

(mainly focusing on First Reconciliation, but covering the entire preparation process for First 

Communion as well) on Monday, October 12, 2020 from 6:30PM-7:15PM in the Church.  Masks will be 

required of all in attendance, and only 1 parent and Candidate will be able to attend in order to have 

enough room to socially distance everyone in the Church.  (Please sit with Candidate on one of the ends 

of an open pew, so that another family may sit 6’ apart on the other end.)  For those families 

uncomfortable with gathering in-person, there will be an informational session via Zoom on Wednesday, 

October 14, 2020 from 6:30PM-7:15PM.  Please contact Brian Kudro at bkudro@ihmcfo.org to register 

for the online session.  Forms can be downloaded from the Parish Website, and we will create a packet 

for you to pick up from the Parish Office.   

 

The same process will be held in March for the second mandatory meeting with further information on 

First Communion.  For those desiring to meet in-person, we will hold an informational session (focusing 

on First Communion) on Monday, March 22, 2021 from 6:30PM-7:15PM in the Church.  Masks will be 

required of all in attendance, and only 1 parent and Candidate will be able to attend in order to have 

enough room to socially distance everyone in the Church.  (Please sit with Candidate on one of the ends 

of an open pew, so that another family may sit 6’ apart on the other end.)  For those families 

uncomfortable with gathering in-person, there will be an informational session via Zoom on Wednesday, 

March 24, 2021 from 6:30PM-7:15PM.  Please contact Brian Kudro at bkudro@ihmcfo.org to register for 

the online session.  Forms can be downloaded from the Parish Website, and we will create a packet for 

you to pick up from the Parish Office.   
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What paperwork do I need to fill out, and when is it due? 

Registration forms are due no later than 9/28/20.  All paperwork should be turned into Julie Bowling in 

the Parish Office.  For contactless delivery (or delivery after office hours), drop off forms through the 

mail slot at the Parish Office entrance.  You can also e-mail forms directly to Julie at 

jbowling@ihmcfo.org.  PLEASE DO NOT TURN IN FORMS TO YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL, PSR CO-PRINCIPALS, 

OR TEACHERS!   Most paperwork can also be found on our Parish website at:   

http://ihmcfo.org/sacraments/first-communion-reconciliation/ 

 

When will First Reconciliation take place? 

The First Reconciliation liturgy will be at 10AM on Saturday, December 5th in the Church.  Please arrive 

15 minutes prior to the start of the liturgy for further instructions.  Further details will be provided at the 

Parent/Candidate Informational sessions. 

 

When is the Mandatory Family First Communion Retreat & Practice? 

Your child’s Family First Communion Retreat is Scheduled to begin in the All Purpose Room (APR) at 

9:30AM and conclude by 12:00PM on Saturday, April 17th, 2021.  In order to make the most efficient use 

of our families’ time, we will be doing away with a separate practice date and time prior to First 

Communion, and instead, including it with our scheduled retreat date.  Practice will take place at the 

end of the retreat from 11:30am-12noon in the Church.  It is vitally important that you attend both the 

retreat and practice as part of your child’s First Communion preparation!  Depending on the situation 

with Covid-19 at that time, details may change as in-person large group gatherings may be problematic.  

Health and safety will remain a top priority in all of our sacramental prep.  

 

What and when is the “Virtual” Presentation of 1st Communion Candidates?  

The “Presentation of Candidates” is a way to introduce our 1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion 

candidates to the larger Parish; not only for recognition, but for prayer.  Candidates will be formally 

presented to the Parish at the 10AM Mass on October 25th, 2020 where they will be recognized, 

applauded, and prayed for.  At this time, because of our current health crisis, it will be impossible to 

gather all of our families and children for a single Mass and remain socially distanced; you are NOT 

required to attend this Mass and children will NOT be physically recognized at the Mass.  This “virtual 

presentation” will consist of Fr. Jim reading the children’s names to the Parish and offering a series of 

prayers/blessings for them, which will be livestreamed on our Parish Website.  Additionally, we would 

like to include each Candidate’s name, picture, and brief Bio in a Flocknote and Bulletin insert to 

introduce these children to the Parish.  If you would like your child included in this Flocknote and Parish 

Bulletin, please e-mail a picture and brief bio to Julie Bowling at jbowling@ihmcfo.org no later than 

8AM, October 21st, 2020!  When you e-mail Julie, please be clear as to who the picture is of.  Your child’s 

“bio” should be a brief 3-5 sentences telling a bit about them and how they are feeling about receiving 

their First Communion.  (ie., “This is Brian Kudro, he enjoys Minecraft and playing with Lego.  He also 

enjoys playing with his brothers, and their puppy Rose.  He can’t wait to receive his First Communion to 

grow closer to Jesus and finally get to join the rest of his family for Communion at Mass!”) 
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When will the First Communion Mass be? 

The First Communion Mass will begin at 12:00PM on May 2, 2021 at IHM.  Candidates and families 

should arrive by 11:30AM for pictures, practice, and instructions.  Further details will be provided at the 

Parent/Candidate Informational sessions. 

 

Is there a particular dress code for this Mass? 

There is no specific dress code for our young boys and girls (and their families), other than to dress nice 

and in what you feel is most appropriate for your child and yourselves. There is no need to purchase a 

new and "special" outfit for this occasion, nor is there a need to wear one's school uniform. Remember, 

"God does not see as a mortal, who sees the appearance. The LORD looks into the heart." (I Samuel 

16:7) 

 


