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Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish School of Religion 

Handbook      

 

Mission Statement 

To assist the parents in catechizing their children in the Catholic Faith, so they may know, love, 

and serve God, and to encourage active participation in the faith by attending mass and 

receiving the Sacraments. The catechists work with the children and the families to provide the 

opportunity for the children to grow spiritually, to understand their faith, and to develop their 

personal relationship with Christ.   

Purpose of the Handbook 

We are providing this handbook as a resource to our Parish School of Religion Families outlining 

all the needed information required to understand the guidelines of our PSR program.  

Great communication between parents and PSR teachers/principals is of utmost importance.  

For any questions or concerns, please contact the co-principals, Quiana Dirker (330-929-8361, 

ext. 20; qdirker@ihmcfo.org) and Claudia Hoffman-Hodge (330-929-8361, ext. 20; 

choffmanhodge@ihmcfo.org). 

 General 

“The source of catechesis, which is also its content, is one: God’s word fully revealed in Jesus 

Christ and at work in the lives of people exercising their faith- God’s world deposited in Scripture 

and Tradition is manifested and celebrated in many ways…potentially at least, every instance of 

God’s presence in the world is a source of catechesis.”   - National Catechetical Directory 

As the primary catechists, parents teach the most basic lessons to their children.  With this 

being said, we encourage all parents to participate fully in the religious journey of their 

children.  We know that without this participation we cannot hope to fulfill our role of teaching 

the ways of our faith to our students. 

In a team effort through the instruction from the PSR catechesis and parents we will be able to 

lead through example by being active in the children’s lessons and by being an active part in the 
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parish.  Your role as a parent is indispensable! Remember, we are here to help you in the 

process every step of the way! 

Guidelines for COVID-19 

Symptoms 

If your child has any of the following symptoms, that indicates a possible illness that may 

decrease the student’s ability to learn and also put them at risk for spreading illness to others. 

Please check your child for these symptoms: 

• Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth  

• Sore throat  

• New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic 

allergic/ asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline)  

• Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain  

• New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 

• Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a 

person with confirmed COVID-19  

• Traveled to or lived in an area where the local, Tribal, territorial, or state health 

department is reporting large numbers of COVID-19 cases as described in the 

Community Mitigation Framework  

• Live in areas of high community transmission (as described in the Community Mitigation 

Framework) while the school remains open 

*** We will be taking the temperature of all students before they enter the school. *** 

Precautions and Steps Taken in the School for COVID-19 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish School has been prepped to follow all guidelines set forth 

by the CDC and Cleveland Diocese. 

• All teachers and students will be required to wear a face mask while in the building. 

• All desks have been spaced to meet the 6’ social distancing guideline. 

• Hallways and stairs have been marked to keep the flow of traffic on opposite sides of 

the hallway. 

• Water fountains have been equipped with water bottle refill capabilities. 

• Each room is thoroughly sanitized after each use. 
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• The building will be fogged for additional sanitizing efforts. 

• Each desk is also equipped with a guard to aid in further protection. 

• Students will not be able to borrow another student’s book or any other supplies.  Each 

student is asked to take their book home each weekend and then asked to bring it back 

for each class.  Each student will be asked to bring their own writing tools and crayons 

to each class. 

Pick Up/Drop Off 

Classes are held every other Sunday from 11:15 am to 1:15 pm.  All students will need to be 
dropped off and picked up at the main entrance.  Due to COVID-19, we will not be conjugating 
in the All-Purpose Room (APR).  Each student will have their temperatures taken before 
entering the building and the student may then proceed to go to their classrooms. Please have 
your child(ren) wearing their face mask before entering the building.  We will be excusing each 
class in a staggered dismissal to allow the students to be picked up outside the main entrance.  
Parents will no longer be able to wait indoors for their child(ren). We truly apologize for any 
inconvenience with these procedures.   

For safety purposes the doors will be locked at 11:30 am.  If you find you are running past this 
time, please contact us. Since there is an added step to the drop off and pick up, please allow a 
few more minutes to your time.  Main goal is to get it done as swiftly as possible, but we do not 
want to risk anyone’s safety in the process. 

Regular Attendance at Mass and Holy Days  

The Eucharist is the CENTER of our faith. PSR is incomplete without regular attendance at the 

Table of Our Lord. It also provides a community with which to celebrate the Paschal mystery 

and the various stages of our lives. Please encourage the children to see this as an important 

element. 

 Absenteeism 

To obtain the full benefit from the PSR classes and to give us the time we need to participate in 

child’s faith formation, it is important that the children attend PSR classes each week.   

Therefore, we ask that your child miss no more than three sessions during the year.  We 

understand circumstances may cause an extended absence of your child, in these cases it is 

important to work with the teacher and the principals to get the school work to you so your 

student will not fall behind.  

For the safety of the children- we need to know whenever your child is absent to be sure that 

he/she was not dropped off at the school.  If your child will not be able to make it to class, we 
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ask that you please leave either the PSR teacher or the co-principals a voice message or an 

email.   

If you feel your child may have extensive days missed, we ask that you communicate this with 

us so we may assist you.  It is our desire to help a child grasp the fullest possible understanding 

of the faith into which he/she has been baptized at every grade level. 

Early Dismissal from Class 

A written note must be given to the teacher or the principals before class requesting permission 

for the child to leave early.  The note must be signed by the parent/guardian giving the reason 

for leaving class early.  Students will be sent to the main entrance at the appointed time where 

the parent can pick them up.  We do ask that you come to the door to do the pick-up; this is for 

safety measures of your child(ren). 

Homework 

Because home is the extension of the group sessions, we strongly encourage you to discuss 

what was taught during the PSR sessions with your child/ren. Please assist him/her in any home 

activity a teacher has requested.  

Prayers  

Your child is encouraged to learn the prayers of the Church, which are appropriate to their 

grade level. Praying with your children is an excellent way to help them learn. Use your family 

time in the car to practice as well. God loves to hear from us! 

Child Protection and Safety Policy 

All catechists (teachers) in the PSR program have been “Virtus” trained and are in compliance 

with all Parish and Diocesan requirements regarding Child Protection and Safety.  All catechists 

are required to get fingerprinted by both FBI and BCI.   

Encourage Respect and Appreciation  

PSR teachers and staff are volunteers; let them know how much they are appreciated. 

Text Books 

We will be sending home the textbook after each class.  Please remember to have your 

child(ren) bring it with them for class.    
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School Supplies 

Due to the inability to be able to share items in the classroom we do ask that you please have 

your child(ren) bring their own crayons, pens, and pencils.   

Snacks 

We apologize but at this time we will not be able to offer the ability to have the students eat a 

snack while attending class, however, the students may bring their own water bottles. 

Sacraments 

"Greetings PSR families!  My name is Brian Kudro and I am the Sacramental Prep Coordinator 

and RCIA Director at IHM.  I will be coordinating sacramental prep for your child's First 

Communion (2nd grade) and Confirmation (8th grade).  Additionally, if you or your children are 

over the age of 7 and unbaptized, or non-Catholic and interested in joining the Catholic Church, 

please contact me for more information about developing a plan for your family's Christian 

initiation and reception of the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.  Peace--

Brian" 

Tuition Fees (In-Class and Homeschooling) 

Tuition Fees for the PSR Program Parishioners Non-Parishioners 

Tuition Fees for the PSR Program 

Parishioners Non-Parishioners 

One Child $80.00 One Child $100.00 

Two Children $130.00 Two Children $150.00 

Three Children or More $180.00 Three Children or More $200.00 

 

These fees cover the cost of books and supplies needed to enhance the children’s learning of 
their Catholic faith. You may pay the tuition fee either in full at the beginning of classes or in 
two payments due at the beginning of the program and in early January. If you need to make 
other arrangements or have any concerns, please contact us directly. We will be happy to work 
with you. 
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****Please send all registrations and payments to the rectory. **** 

PSR 

1905 Portage Trail 

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223 

  

  The first and most important place a child 

learns the love of Christ is in his home with 

his family. We are here to support you in 

making faith an important part of your child’s 

life. May God bless your family abundantly in 

the coming year. 

Mrs. Quiana Dirker and Mrs. Claudia Hoffman-Hodge 

 

• Mrs. Quiana Dirker, PSR Co-Principal, qdirker@ihmcfo.org, 330-929-8361 x20  

• Mrs. Claudia Hoffman-Hodge, PSR Co-Principal, choffmanhodge@ihmcfo.org,          
330-929-8361 x20 
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