
Our Universal Call to Holiness 

 
This weekend's RCIA topic dealt with our universal call to holiness, as described in our Catholic 
Update, "The Universal Call to Holiness:  Empowering the Laity."  I know there are some big 
fancy terms throughout the article, but the concept is simple--all of us, by virtue of our Baptism, 
share a universal vocation (calling) to holiness (living in a relationship of love and justice with 
God and others).  This means not just the ordained (priests, bishops, etc.) or religious (brothers 
& nuns/sisters), but all of us non-ordained Catholics (laity) as well!  Each and everyone of us is 
called to embody our Baptismal anointing to be priests, prophets, and kings/queens/royal 
people!  This is an awesome right AND responsibility!  Some of the other points from the article 
I enjoyed: 

• Not only do we receive sacraments; we ARE sacraments--God's presence in our 
world!  We laity are called to "consecrate" (or make holy) all of our lives--including 
family life, work life, etc.  Nothing we do is unimportant; everything has the possibility 
of bringing Christ to others! 

• All of us, laity and clergy alike, make up the sensus fidelium, or the "sense of the 
faithful," meaning that God speaks through us and our life experiences as well--we too 
have much to contribute to the Church and her understanding of where God is 
leading!  That means we need to continue to inform ourselves, pray and reflect on the 
scriptures and Church teaching, and also share with the Church and her leaders our own 
insights and where we feel the Holy Spirit is moving/speaking!  It is not enough for us to 
merely "pray, pay, and obey!" 

• "Holiness" is who we are in Christ--it is a gift, not an achievement!  No one's individual 
work is any less or more holy than another's, as long as we are doing our best to live in 
relationship with God and others as we are gifted and called.  (ie., the Pope is no more 
"holy" than any other person in a "secular" (non-religious) job in society or family 
member--each has a different role in which they live out their universal holiness.) 

Some online resources for this week: 

• 3 minute video explaining what our universal call to holiness really means: 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayrvkqhwuoo 

• Mother Teresa's brief explanation of the road and beginning path of holiness: 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JbugEQTKU4 

• This is an excellent article/blog on things that Holiness isn't! 
o https://catholic-link.org/8-things-holiness-is-not/ 

• This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost!  Below is a 2 minute explanation of 
this feast: 

o https://bustedhalo.com/video/pentecost-in-two-minutes 
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