
Evangelization 

This weekend's theme was "evangelization," and the corresponding Catholic Update is "From 
Worship to World:  Sent Forth as the Body of Christ."  Sharing our faith may seem difficult right 
now when we are socially isolated from everyone around us, but evangelization is both an 
action and an attitude; not merely a verbal or dogmatic proclamation.  As St. Francis of Assisi 
famously taught, "Preach the gospel at all times.  When necessary use words."  Right now we 
are showing our faith and love for others by sheltering in place and taking care of the most 
vulnerable among us.  As St. Ignatius of Loyola similarly remarked, "Love is shown more in 
deeds than in words."   
 
A few things that I took away from the article: 

• At every Mass, not only are bread and wine turned into the Body and Blood of Christ, 
but you and I are as well!  We come to Mass not only to receive the Body of Christ, but 
just as importantly, to become the Body of Christ! 

•  Every Mass ends with the dismissal rite, or commissioning--we are SENT back out into 
the world with a mission and a purpose to share our faith and God's love with the 
world!  The whole term "Mass" actually comes from the Latin word that is used to send 
us on this journey! 

• While you and I may not be able to receive the Eucharist right now, and as excited as 
you are to receive Communion for the first time, the sacraments ultimately exist to 
strengthen us in faith and charity in the service of God and others.  Even while we wait 
to be able to come to the table, we can still share our faith and love during these 
difficult times. 

• So this week, let's practice being "sent."  Let's evangelize in whatever way that we can--
whether in a kind word to someone providing an essential service to us (mail, packages, 
groceries, etc.), contributing financially to those in need, helping a lonely or elderly 
neighbor, forgiving those we are living with when they wrong us or just get on our 

nerves 🙂, or through our prayers for the world. 

Online Resources: 
• Mass with our parish this weekend:   http://ihmcfo.org/live-stream/  

• Catholic Relief Services does a wonderful job evangelizing around the globe in word and 
deed (including needs in our current pandemic), if you are looking for a way to 
contribute financially (in addition to our parish, of course):  https://www.crs.org/ 

• If you are looking for a variety of ways to share our faith, check out the US 

Catholic Bishops' Conference at:  http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/get-

involved/index.cfm 

• If you are looking for something a little deeper/longer to read regarding 

evangelization and the Good News of Jesus, check out Pope Francis' Apostolic 

Exhortation, Evangelli Gaudium, or "The Joy of the 

Gospel:"  http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/docum

ents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html 
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