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1 / Shop Our Products: 
A New Look and Name!

2 / Newly Minted Penpals 
and Published Writers!

3 / Lavender and Letters

4 / Pad Sales are Soaring!

5 / Getting a Little Help 
From Our Friends

6 / Our Girls Love Soccer!
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www.haitiprojects.org

Get Involved!
Volunteer
Be A Corporate Sponsor
Buy Products Online 
Like Us On Facebook/
Instagram/Twitter
Be A Young Ambassador 

Wishlist for 5 soccer teams:
50 pairs of soccer cleats in 
women’s sizes 8, 9 and 10
75 Uniforms, Socks and Shin 
Guards
1 School Bus to take them to 
games

/ Donate Items / Donate Time / Donate for Mom! / Purchase Tickets!

6 / OUR GIRLS LOVE SOCCER!

We chatted with a few of the 
girls from our five soccer 
teams to learn more about 
them and why they joined 
the team. Similar themes 
seemed to run through 
each of the conversations. 
They play to stay active and 
to show that girls can play 
soccer too. The camaraderie 
and team building have 
given their confidence a big 

< I’m Rebeca Aliser and I’m 
19 years old. I’m so glad 
that this team is available 
for girls around here to 
play soccer. I really love it 
and I feel like I look like a 
professional soccer player 
in my uniform. Thank you to 
HP!

I’m Scendia Lelièvre and 
I’m 11. I recently joined this 
team two months ago so 
I’m really new. Everyone 
here is so nice and loves 
playing soccer just like me. 
My favorite thing is to shoot 
the ball. 

boost. And, of course, they 
love to beat their opponents 
and put the ball in the net! 
They hope to see more girls 
join so that their teams can 
grow (and so do we!).  With 
more girls joining we need 
more equipment such as 
soccer cleats, shin guards, 
and uniforms for practices 
and games. Got a little to 
give? If so, please do!

Staff: Cherie Miot Abbanat, CEO, Daryce Morris, Ferry Cadet, Annette Berrette, Jean Rene Leseau, Yvna Bissereth, Fenol Jacquotin, Joel Theodat
Board of Directors: Pat Chute, Jim Farmer, Eileen Freitag, Susan Gately, Ken Horak, Dale Joachim, Alisa Kuno, Kathleen McDonough, Ligmie Preval, Rob Russel, Pierre Valette
Founder and President Emeritus: Sarah Hackett. Shout out to all of our volunteers!!  We thank you for your time and effort and could not do this without all of you!

Mother’s Day is May 12th 
Give today in honor of your 
mom for Mother’s Day!  
Or your mom’s mom!  Or 
your dad’s mom!  Or any 
mom you know!  Go to 
haitiprojects.com/donate 
and give what you can.

Mother’s Day Event 
Go to Eventbrite.com and 
search for Haiti Projects 
Cocktail or type in this 
address: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/haiti-
projects-cocktail-reception-
tickets-58814701355

// 50% OFF ENTIRE PURCHASE

Baby Sweaters $29 
Now only $14.50

Thank You Cocktail Coasters $15 
Now only $7.50

Baby Bibs $3
Now only $1.50

Bamboo Headbands $5 
Now only $2.50

Meet Two Players from Team Franchipagne:

<



Celebrate Mother’s Day in Boston at the French Cultural Library on Monday, May 6th from 6 
to 8pm with Haiti Projects.  Join us as we pay tribute to the Moms of Fond des Blancs -- discover 
their crafts and the jobs that sustain their families, learn about how access to family planning has 
changed lives, and explore our library programs that support the region’s thirst for knowledge.  
Open Bar, Appetizers, Raffles, Mother’s Day Gifts (just in time!) and a Silent Auction, with a few 
surprise items, are in the works.  It’s going to be a huge success, helping us spread the word about 
our work at Haiti Projects and our bright future together. For more details on how to purchase 
tickets see back.

2 / NEWLY MINTED PENPALS AND 
PUBLISHED WRITERS! 

3 / LAVENDER AND LETTERS

1 / SHOP OUR PRODUCTS:
A NEW LOOK AND NAME!

Speaking of loving the 
workmanship of our products, 
recently we received an order 
of 60 mini sachets. Stunned, 
we asked our customer why 
she purchased so many 
sachets and the response 
was something we just had to 
share... 

I purchased a couple of 
nightgowns…and I found 
that they would make lovely 
Christmas presents for my 
Mother and Mother-in-law, 
and more so because it 
helped fund a worthy cause... 
I live in Trinidad, in the 
Caribbean. The Haitians are 
my neighbours and I do what I 
can to help them.

I am a Mother with three 
adult children. As the children 
became independent I had 
some extra time. A few years 
ago, I started doing what I 

loved as a teenager; writing 
to penpals across the globe. 

I now connect to over fifty 
beautiful women, each with 
her own little story: some 
good, some not so good. 
But as women we all carry 
burdens. I love to include 
small, lightweight, affordable 
gifts with each of my letters. 
It’s just a little surprise to 
put a smile on their faces. 
Everybody loves surprises 
and I thought a single sachet 
would be an adorable  
addition to a letterbox. Your 
sachets will be going to most 
countries in Europe from 
England, Wales, Scandinavia 
to Austria, Germany and 
Russia; Australia, New 
Zealand; Canada and across 
the USA.  

In gratitude and light,  
    Abbigail

Every one of her emails to us 
ended with a different sign 
off, “In gratitude and light”, 
“blessings and blossoms”, 
“blessings and butterflies”.  

We couldn’t love her any 
more than we do.  Or maybe 
we could. She’s everything we 
hope for in ourselves and in 
the world!

We’re revamping our 
website in order to better 
connect you to our exquisite 
handmade artisan pieces. 
Our new Maison d’Haiti 
product line is completely 
redesigned for elegance, 
comfort using only the 
best, softest materials in 
new colors.  Our creative 
NYC designers have 
really worked their magic 

Kylie Cosgrove, a 13-year-
old girl from NH who writes 
for Faces Magazine asked 
Yvannecha, a 9-year-old girl 
from FdB to be her penpal.  
In letters back and forth the 
two exchanged their favorite 
types of food (mostly candy), 
the weather (because what 

on these! Oh, and don’t 
forget daughter, moms, 
and grammas, too!  We are 
fully stocked in Garland 
Nightgowns, a perennial 
favorite, and now in 8 
different colors!  A wonderful 
gift for any woman in your 
life. And, we have a few 
matching dresses for the 
little girls!

New Englander doesn’t talk 
about the weather), and 
types of things they like to 
do (sports!). You can find 
their writings published at 
Cricketmedia.com. Thanks 
for the inspiration, Edwidge, 
and congratulations to Kylie 
& Yvannecha!

We’ve produced up to 
14,000 pads since January 
2019. While we’ve slowed 
down on pad production 
to focus on the Santa 
Fe Fair production, the 
women in the community 
have become increasingly 
interested in buying our 
pads. This past month,  
three of our artisanat women 
braved the heat and visited 
four towns on market days 
to sell packs of 6 pads. And, 
get this, we sold over 600 
packs of pads to women and 
men.  

Our clinic depends on 
procuring medicine from 
other towns. Recently, Miss 
Berette, our dedicated 
head nurse, traveled to Aux 
Cayes (4 hours away) to 
purchase some necessary 
medicine but couldn’t return 
to Fond des Blancs due 
safety concerns during 

We’ve also had many 
women stop by the 
artisanat workshop asking 
to purchase packs of pads 
directly from us. Some say 
they plan to resell them, 
while others just purchase 
for their own use. We are 
also planning to hold a 
giveaway where we will 
distribute pads to women 
that attend our adult literacy 
classes as well as women 
who visit the clinic often for 
family planning.  Fostering 
the health and hygiene of 
women, one pad at a time….

Haiti’s recent civil unrest.  
We reached out St. Boniface 
(the local hospital) and 
borrowed the meds we 
needed so that we could 
continue operations as 
usual, including hold health/
hygiene sessions with our 
soccer girls. 

4 / PAD SALES ARE SOARING! 5 / GETTING A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR 
FRIENDS


