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Klub Lakay: Haiti Projects’ Kids Club

Kids in Klub Lakay learn the importance of stretching and exercise through the practice of yoga

Kids from Klub Lakay building friendships and exploring new activities

Every Saturday morning about 45 kids gather at Haiti Projects’ library for Klub Lakay, 
which is Haiti Project’s Kids Club. Librarian Yvena has been leading the club for close 
to ten years. Each week is a little different and the activities range from reading to 
yoga to drawing. However, it’s the singing, dancing, and snacking that get the kids 
most excited. Yvena says she “loves working with the club because I learn just as 
much from them as they do from me.”

Byenveni! Welcome!
Dear Friends, 
First I want to thank you for 
continuing to support Haiti 
Projects by volunteering, 
buying and selling products 
and donating. Our summer 
newsletter asks the ques-
tion:  What are we learning at 
Haiti Projects this summer? 
In Haiti, kids have little to do 
once school lets out for the 
summer, so we try to fill their 
days with fun activities that 
not only offer learning activ-
ities, and skill building, but 
also help community. Learn 
about what we are learning 
by exploring Club Lakay, 
our Sewing Camp, and our 
Summer Kids Camp!

Kenbe La!
Cherie
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What is the “Pad Project”?
Haiti Projects’ “Pad Project” is a joint initiative with The Mahila Partnership designed 
to address the menstrual hygiene needs of women and girls. In the developed world, 
most young girls receive education on menstruation in school and/or at home but 
that is not the situation in Haiti. In Haiti, a different culture exists. Our surveys of 
women and girls found that upwards of 43% of women did not know what menstrua-
tion was until they got their first period. In addition disposable sanitary pads are not 
easily accessible to most women because they are expensive.  (continued on page 3)

Thanks to the Boston Foundation, Haiti Projects was able to provide over 100 wom-
en with financial literacy training. The course was split into three sections-  Savings, 
Pricing, and Marketing. We began training small groups of Haiti Projects staff, fol-
lowed by employees who work at the local hospital, and then traveled further out 
to more remote communities. The course is particularly relevant for rural Haitian 
women due to their large role in the informal economy, which is estimated to make 
up almost 75% of all economic activity in Haiti.This means most people are in busi-
ness for themselves yet they have little to no education or formal training. They 
sell almost anything you can imagine-from vegetables in the market, to gasoline by 
the side of the road, to hot dogs in front of the school. The vendors that graduated 
from our training program are now better equipped to run their businesses and start 
saving a little too.

An ongoing drought has 
wreaked havoc on bee-
keeping in Fond des Blancs, 
causing our hives to shrink 
tremendously and halt hon-
ey production.  We were 
expecting to harvest about 
25 gallons of honey in April 
but the bees ate all the nec-
tar before it was ready.  Our 
beekeepers tell us that the 
apiary is unusually quiet-- 
“There isn’t that same buzz-
ing because the bee popula-
tions have shrunk so much.  
Luckily we only lost one hive 
because other beekeep-
ers have lost many more.”  
The beekeepers are now 
feeding the bees their own 
honey that we harvested 
earlier in the year because 
the drought has made trees 
and plants unable to flower.  
Unfortunately it is not just 
the bees who are feeling the 
effects, agricultural yields 
are down and the amount 
of time women and children 
dedicate to collecting water 
has increased.

Women working on financial literacy topics, asking questions about the differences between 
essential and non-essential services and goods.

Showing off and distributing the new sanitary pads to women in Fond Des Blancs. 

Beekeeping Update
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Financial Literacy Project: Training women to take charge of their finances



Interview with our Country Director, Molly Klarman

  What’s it like living in Rural Haiti? 
Rural Haiti is peaceful and beautiful. People always wonder how it is that I don’t get 
bored with no TV, stores, or restaurants but every day tasks like cooking and washing 
clothes take much longer so you there is always something to keep you busy. 
  Is there running water and electricity where you live? 
Technically there is running water and electricity but probably not quite like you 
would be used to in the US. Our solar system has a limited ability to store energy so 
the electricity doesn’t last very long once the sun goes down. A combination of bad 
plumbing and a drought in FdB requires me to be resourceful with my water usage- 
i.e. bucket showers and minimal flushing.
  What is your biggest success? 
Establishing a girls soccer team. I can’t imagine not having been able to play soccer 
when I was growing up. There aren’t a lot of recreational opportunities for girls in 
Fond des Blancs. Most of them go to school and then directly home to help with 
household chores like washing and caring for younger siblings.  The team not only 
helps the girls to learn responsibility and teamwork but also gives them an opportuni-
ty to have fun with their friends.
  What is challenging? 
The girls soccer team can be a challenge because sometimes the girls’ parents or 
boyfriends don’t want them to be on the team. Together with the coaches, we find 
ways to convince families to understand how the soccer team benefits the girls.

(Pad Project continued)
......Women often resort to using rolled up cloth, mostly from used T-shirts or sheets, 
which is uncomfortable and can lead to infections. The Pad Project addresses these 
issues by: 1) educating women about menstruation and hygiene, and 2) Designing 
and making a reusable sanitary for girls in the artisanat workshop. Miss Joseph, one 
of HP’s nurses, leads the project, conducting education sessions and distributing 
HP’s sanitary pads at our mobile clinic sites. 

Susan Baldwin has been 
Haiti Projects’ treasurer 
since 2012.  Susan lives 
and works in Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, and has 
been actively involved in 
public policy for 34 years, 28 
of which have been in tele-
communications economics, 
policy and regulation Susan 
advises and testifies on be-
half of public sector agen-
cies, consumer advocates, 
and unions.  Previously she 
served on the boards of the 
Watertown Children’s The-
ater and the River Valley 
Charter School, and most 
recently served as a chair of 
the RVCS Finance Commit-
tee. Susan received her MA 
in Economics from Boston 
University, her MA of Public 
Policy from Harvard Uni-
versity’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, and 
her BA in Mathematics and 
English from Wellesley Col-
lege.  

HP Spotlight:
Susan Baldwin
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The Design Process: from Idea to Product!

The new Pillowcase Dress creates a buzz!

  

Staff
Cherie Miot Abbanat, CEO

Molly Klarman
Daryce Morris

Annette Berrette
Jean Rene Leseau

Fenol Jacquotin

Get Involved!
 Volunteer with the HP Team
 Become a HP corporate sponsor
 Buy our products online 
 Like us on Facebook
 Join our young ambassador program
 Donate funds to support our programs
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Thank you Volunteers!
Anna Abbanat
Lucy Clarke

Kylie Cosgrove
Robbie Abbanat
Christian Morris
Connor Morris

Manning Morris
Maeve Hennebury

Fall Wish List 
- Small bottles of body spray for “presents” 
for our quarterly birthday celebrations with 
our employees in Haiti
- School supplies (calculators, USB sticks, 
notebooks, highlighters)
- Art supplies (crayons, markers, 
construction paper, clay, etc.
- Backpacks of all sizes
- Office supplies (pens, pencils, 
packing tape, glue, etc.)
- Fans (probably not large standing fans)
- Techno club: purchase one of the Makey 
Makey kits kits at www.makeymakey.com/
- Soaps, small shampoos, toiletries

We are repurposing stock items to make them more appealing to our customers. 
We recently set our sights on our pillowcases. How can they be repurposed? 

The Pillowcase Dress! Perfect for any little girl.

Watching an idea go from a thought to a product is always easier when you 
have a team of talented women working on it. Our latest embroidered designs 

like Loralie the Mermaid or company logos are just the beginning.

Girls from our summer 
embroidery class showcase 

their work to the group

Mermaid design by Anna Abbanat for sachets and pockets for a children’s dress

Shop HP Online!

See the Mermaid design and 
Pillowcase Dress in our online 

artisan store!

www.haitiprojects.org/shop


