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INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Dear Friends, 

In this issue, we reflect on the 
earthquake and the dignity of a 
Haitian woman.  We review the 
new designs showcased at the NY 
gift show in August.    We catch 
a glimpse of the new motorcycle 
bought with donations from 
our Spring newsletter, we learn 
about an innovative bee keeping 
techniques to combat mites, and 
we visit the artisanat embroidery 
class.  

Next we thank the women of the 
South Shore of Massachusetts 
who are working to propel HP 
forward, and  we thank the Mahi-
la Partnership for their workshops 
in Haiti on self-defence, yoga and 
support with the hygiene project.  

None this would be possible, of 
course, without all of you, our 
supporters.  We are thankful for 
your notes, letters and purchases.    
Together we have come a long 
way and together we will help 
Haiti prosper.

   Kenbe La!  

   Cherie Miot Abbanat

CEO, Haiti Projects

Black skin and deep brown eyes. 
The 7.2 earthquake in Haiti 
forced her into a tent. The tent 
is constructed of tarps, sheets 
and whatever she can find. Each 
tent pressed up against the next. 
A rug on the floor and two sin-
gle beds side by side, a walking 
space between. Jeanette lives 
with her cousin, Mariana. Two 
women, thin, but not unhealthy, 
smiling.   As I talk with Jeanette, 
Marianna prepares to bathe her-
self. She takes her clothes off, but 
I see nothing but a shin, a thigh, 
and the strength of her fore-
arms. She shields herself with a 
clean yellow towel. How soft and 
bright the yellow is against her 
black skin. She holds a bucket 
with clean water and a bar of 
soap. She steps just outside the 
tent. She washes, still wrapped 
in yellow -- water splashing, 
calming, cleansing. 
Three men sit just 
outside of the tent. 
They turn their 
backs to Marianna 
out of respect?  
This is her moment 
of solitude, but not 
quite, because I 
am watching.  As 
she’s washing, her 
beauty is luminous 
next to the earth, the mud on the 
ground just outside her tent. A 

woman tries to maintain her dignity and com-
mand respect.

Four years later, I am in the south of Haiti run-
ning Haiti Projects.  I gather with our staff of 85 
women and we discuss work, their work.  They 
tell me what they need -- new sewing machines, 
a generator, a raise.  I listen.  I feel that sense of 
dignity that Marianna held, but there is a differ-
ence. These women are not grasping for digni-
ty, they have it.  They are in control of their lives, 
they speak their minds and speak of the future, 
and they help me understand what is needed 

in order for us to work to-
gether for the success of 
the artisanat and  of Fond 
des Blancs.  At the end of 
our meeting, they ask to 
pray for Haiti Projects. We 
bow our heads and they 
sing in unison “How Great 
Thou Art.”  I am humbled, 
proud, and in awe of the 
impact of the artisanat, 
this work and these wom-
en.  Who is helping whom 

to learn the meaning of dignity?  

We employ 85 women to hand 
embroider, sew and knit exqui-
site artisan items. Each women 
is able to feed, clothe and school 
her 4-5 children.  The artisan-
at’s impact is significant, sup-
porting at least 400 directly. 

More at: www.haitiprojects.org
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Dignity. 

Cherie’s 2010 visit to the tents in Place St. Pierre



          Be There!
Sept. 20th at the Annisquam 

Village Hall 

We will honor the work of Sarah 
Hackett 

Complete with newly released 
film about her love, devotion 

and commitment 

to Haiti.  
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Did you know 
about...
Chikungunya?
This year Haiti experienced a 
bumper crop of mosquitos due to 
heavy rains.  The mosquitos are 
not only pesky, but also delivery 
mechanisms for diseases such as 
Malaria, Dengue Fever and a new 
disease to the Western hemisphere, 
Chikungunya.  These diseases can-
not be contracted, as with Ebola or 
flu, through direct human contact, 
only by mosquito bite. 

Chikungunya symptoms include 
high fever, rash, aches, and debili-
tating joint pain.  Chikungunya has 
an added twist.  Much like Lyme 
disease, the joint pain from Chikun-
gunya can linger, causing arthritic-
like swelling and soreness in the 
joints for months.  

In short, it is no fun, as our staff 
including our CEO, Cherie Miot Ab-
banat, can attest.  Cherie won the 
tropical disease lottery contracting 
both Dengue Fever and Chikun-
gunya at the same time.  Simple 
tasks such as opening jars, walking 
up stairs, and hoisting water, are 
painful.  No vaccination, no cure, 
and no relief, other than Tylenol is 
available.  

And, it is coming our way: of the 
40+ cases in the US, one has been 
identified as having been contract-
ed in the US...in other words, from 
a mosquito residing in this country; 
the rest have came into the coun-
try as infected individuals.  

Many of our staff members in Haiti 
continue to suffer from Chikungu-
nya, despite efforts to avoid mos-
quitos, using bug spray, bug nets, 
etc.  Haiti Projects is sending bug 
spray and Tylenol to its employees 
in response, and  educating kids 
and parents about mosquito-born 
viruses through our library educa-
tional programs. 

This all sounds alarmist, perhaps; 
for most people, the worst case is 
bad, but not permanently debilitat-
ing. What’s most alarming, how-
ever, is the speed of the transmis-
sion cycle of the disease.  (For 
more information see the cdc.gov 

Powdered 
Sugar and 

Shortening?
A homespun method to combat the varroa 
mite attacking our bee colonies   

Haiti Projects’ beekeeping project har-
vests local, organic honey.  (Bet you didn’t 
know that Haiti Projects had a beekeep-
ing project.)  The honey that is harvested 
is sold to visitors and local stores and  
generates income that helps support 

the project, while also creating environ-
mental awareness.  

Our beekeepers are often forced to find 
creative solutions to problems because 
they don’t have easy access to equipment 
and tools manufactured abroad.  

In March the beekeepers noticed the 
presence of the varroa mite, a common 
global pest that weakens bees and can 
cause colonies to die.  

Haiti Projects’ beekeepers consulted a 
local expert who suggested we sprinkle 
powdered sugar on the bees and then 
spread Crisco on the floor of the hive box.  
The presence of the sugar triggers the 
bees to clean each other and pick off the 
troublesome mites, which then fall to the 
hive floor and get stuck in the Crisco.  

It sounds a bit strange but it’s working.  
Also, this solution allows us to keep our 
commitment to producing organic hon-
ey and protecting the environmental by 
avoiding the use of harsh chemicals and 
pesticides that are marketed for varroa 
mite control in the United States.

Motorcycle 
Extends Reach

Thanks to the generous outpouring 
of support from our last newsletter, 
Haiti Projects was able to purchase a 
new Honda Motorcycle to extend the 
reach of our mobile clinic. Fond des 
Blancs is abuzz!

Fenol, a key HP admin  assistant said, 
“When I am driving I feel comfortable. 
I love it. Haiti Projects’ new motorcy-
cle is very useful for our work. We use 
it for the mobile clinics to go to the 
rural areas and to go to Miragoane 
for medicines. Ever since Haiti Proj-
ects bought the new motorcycle the 
transport becomes easy in HP.” 

Gerrald, our mobile clinic driver /
maintenance specialist says: “The 
new motorcycle saves Haiti Projects 
money; we don’t have to rent any-
more. It allows us to go places for the 
mobile clinic that cars can’t reach. The 
moto is useful for all of our other work 
at the library and artisanat too.”



         Save the Date
October, 24th 

The Board will host a fund raiser 
for Haiti Projects in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Our guest of Honor:

Former  State Rep.

Marie St. Fleur
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The art of embroidery has been 
passed down through generations 
all over the world.  This summer HP’s 
Sarah Hackett fund is helping to keep 
the tradition alive by offering an em-
broidery course.  Enite, Carolle, and 
Jeannine, three of HP’s most experi-
enced embroiderers, are teaching the 
35 young women to embroider.  The 
women gather three days a week to 
learn no less than 15 different stitch-
es.  Once they have mastered each 
stitch, they use the stitches to em-
broider a fruit basket and then more 
complicated designs.  The class is 
bonding, talents are developing with 
the hope that soon they may be of-
fered jobs.

Art and Tradition

South Shore 
Women 

Lend Support 
Haiti Projects received an outpouring 
of support from South Shore Mas-
sachusetts women business owners. 
The Attic Fanatic (http://www. the-
atticfanatic.com), sells our sachets, 
wine bottle gift bags and nightgowns 
within her unique furniture store. 
Vintage Soul (http://www.vintage-
soulpembroke.com) has dedicated 
a corner of her artisan store to baby 
sweaters, aprons and Jou Jou dolls. 
Lavender Sky Gifts (www.faceook.
com/lavender) in Halifax is carry-

ing our sachets and other items.  All 
of these women give Haiti Projects 
100% of the sales.  Vintage Soul will 
be hosting painting parties and $10 
per painter will be donated to HP. 
Fleur L’Enfant (www.fleurlenfant.
com) purchased sachets to send with 

each delivery of her hand sewn girls’ 
dresses.  New England Interiors has 
been the top buyer of our lavender 
guest hand towels.  Follow us  on 
Facebook, Instagram and Pinterest 
for updates on all our projects!In June we hosted women from 

the Mahila Partnership in Fond des 
Blancs.  HP and Mahila have teamed 
up to create a pilot health and hy-
giene project for young girls and 
women in the Fond des Blancs re-
gion. Mahila toured our operations, 
taught classes on self-defense, yoga 
and health and hygiene.  Mahila also 
traveled with HP on one of our ru-
ral mobile clinic routes to interview 
women about their health needs and 
to answer questions about hygiene 
and family planning.

According to Angela Devlen, Presi-
dent of Mahila Partnership:  “One of 
our favorite moments in Haiti was 
when the women of the Artisanat 
(who are making our Mahila yoga 
mat bags) learned to do yoga for the 
first time.”

Mahila Partner-
ship Visit

Shout Out to 
Vickie Rothbaum

We don’t always get a chance to pay 
tribute to our Board Chair, Vickie Roth-
baum, so let us grab this opportunity. 
Vickie is a lawyer and mediator who 
solves legal questions with speed and 
accuracy. She is a firm organizer, who 
calls us to meetings with patience and 
charm; and she is a caring woman who 
has taken the cause of Haitian women 
into her heart.  Are we lucky? Yes!

HP Intern Ally English teaches yoga at the  artisanat



�� Cherie Miot Abbanat,  CEO 

�� Molly Klarman

�� Chantal Healey

�� Daryce Morris

�� Justin Kane

�� Annette Berrette 

�� Jean Rene Leseau

�� Fenol Jacquotin

1.  Generator for the Artisanat

2.  3 new sewing machines

3.  Used 4x4 SUV we can ship to Haiti 

4.   Desks and exam tables  for the clinic

 Staff                            Board Members

Summer Wish List

Thank You to Our Volunteers!!!

Anna Abbanat, Lucy Clark, Abir 
Liben and Alexandra English

Get involved! 
Volunteer with the HP Team 
Become a HP corporate sponsor
Buy our products online at haitiprojects.org
Like us on Facebook 
Join our young ambassador program
Donate funds to support our many programs

Who we are...
�� Vickie Rothbaum, Chair   

�� Susan Baldwin

�� Patricia Chute

�� Ken Horak       

�� Dale Joachim

�� Kathleen McDonough

�� Aaron Noble     

�� Rob Russell

�� Jim Tew                    

�� Pierre Valette                                             

New York is fast-paced, non-stop, and 
full of creativity.  What could Haiti Proj-
ects possibly offer to the mix of high-
tech, trendy design gifts that can’t be 
found elsewhere? Lots, Actually. August 
16th through 20th, Haiti Projects exhib-
ited two collections: The Heart of Haiti 
Collection and the Erzulie Heart Collec-
tion.  Items included hand towels, place 
mats, wine bottle bags, table runners, 
etc.  The Erzulie heart collection, a spiri-
tual symbol in Haiti,  was a hit along with 
our up-cycled imagine bag.  HP rocked 
NY NOW.  To learn more: contact us at 
Cherie@haitiprojects.org. 

The Library and Cyber Cafe have been keeping 
the youth in Fond des Blancs busy by offering 
fun and educational programs.  A newly-creat-
ed “Genius Club” met three times weekly, giving  
adolescents opportunity to debate topics such 
as “Should you forgive a friend who betrays 
you”, explore Haitian Creole proverbs, English, 
and even cooking.  The Thursday evening lec-
ture series invited local professionals to pres-
ent on the theme of “environmental problems”.  
Younger students struggling with reading and 
writing received classes in literacy.   The library 
will close in late August for two months for re-
pairs and reorganization and preparation for a 
big grand reopening !

This newsletter is published by:

Haiti Projects, Inc. 
237 Broadway, Hanover, MA  02339  
USA haitiprojects.org   978.969.1064 
E-mail:  daryce@haitiprojects.org   

For the Fall Newsletter:  A look at the pro-
posed designs for our new library.  How to 
build an off-the-grid building in rural Haiti 
and include:  solar power,  high-speed in-
ternet, rain water collection system, natu-
ral lighting... 

What to do during summer 
vacation in FdB?Sneak Peek 

HP’s New 
Designs

HP’s 2014 up-cycled “imagine” Bag Design

HP’s 2014 Heart of Haiti Table Runner

HP’s 2014 Erzulie Heart Collection


