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InsIde thIs Issue

dear Friends, 

In this issue we celebrate what 
life is like for women in rural 
haiti, we learn about row-
ing in the Olympics, and we 
update you on our push for 
literacy and a new library.  

As you know, haiti Projects’ 
mission is to empower women 
in rural haiti toward self suffi-
ciency.  haiti Projects is a mul-
tifaceted system of projects 
designed to work in a holistic 
way to care for the economic, 
physical, and social health of 
our employees, our patients, 
and community.  

Our clinic had over 3,000 
patient visits. Our library 
has  3,000 books, 1200 card 
holders, weekly educational 
programs, and the Cyber Café 
provides a link to the outside 
world.  Also, our artisanat 
continues to develop.  Lots to 
celebrate and lots to expand 
upon.  We welcome your sup-
port and donations!

Kenbe La!  

Vickie Rothbaum

Chair of the Board

three miles from hP’s 
Women’s sewing Co-
operative is a tiny vil-
lage called Puits Lau-
rent.  every weekday 
morning a woman 
rises at dawn and pre-
pares a simple break-
fast of coffee and a 
piece of bread for her 
children, eight chil-
dren, most of whom 
go to school. After 
they leave, she walks 
to work.  

the road is choppy, 
and she walks for a 
while along a dry riv-
erbed, moves up the 
side of a couple 
of rugged hills, 
all of this tak-
ing about an 
hour and a half 
because of the 
rough terrain. 
When she reach-
es the women’s 
sewing coop-
erative in sain-
ton, she begins her 
embroidery. she has 
worked at the Artisan-

at for several years, receiving a salary, improving 
her skills and, most importantly, earning enough 
to be able to feed and pay the fees for her children 
to attend school.  

still another woman, the manager of the knitters, 
lives just a short walk from the artisanat.  she car-

ries her littlest ones to 
work when needed, and 
sometimes they sleep 
in the corner while she 
works.  All the women 
take turns watching the 
babies romping around 
the artisanat.  Most of 
the time work ends at 
2pm and the women 

begin the journey home to start cooking dinner, 
raising livestock, and minding children who are 
home from school.  the day is busy; filled with 
travel, work, cooking, and children. 

Before working at the artisanat 
73% of women said they had 
trouble paying to send their 

kids to school and now 98% of 
the women’s school-aged chil-

dren attend school. 
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Walking, Working and 
Raising a Family... 



          save the date
May 30th at the Annisquam 

Village hall 

We will honor the work of sarah 
hackett 

Complete with newly released 
film her love, devotion and 

commitment 

to haiti.  
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did you 
know...
the beaches near Fond des 
Blancs in the region of Cotes-de-
Fer, are considerd the most beau-
tiful in all of haiti.  the beaches 
are pristine, without large hotels 
or the crowds on the weekends 
that can sometimes snarl traffic.  

When we visit Fond des Blancs 
we sometimes take a trip over 
mountains and ravines to the 
beach where we find coconuts 
fresh from the trees, lobsters 
caught and cooked on the 
beach, and the calm of the Carib-
bean seas. 

the Minister of tourism, stéph-
anie Balmir Villedrouin and the 
government of haiti have visted 
the area on several occasions, are 
building a new road to the area 
and have begun talks with locals 
about the importance of tourism 
and the beauty of this area to the 
development of haiti.

haiti may be changing, but her 
beauty remains...  

tO ROW, tO gROW, And tO MAsteR A ChALLenge

Olympic Rowing and 
haiti 

Board member Jim Tew crewed for the 
US rowing team in the 1964 Olympics 
in Tokyo.    

I was introduced to rowing at age 14, 
in 1958 and that was beginning prep-
aration for involvement in haiti.  I be-
gan rowing at a boys’ school where 
the sport had enjoyed a long history.  
Five years later, I found myself floating 
in a 4-oared rowing shell at the finish 

line of toda Rowing Course in tokyo, 
Japan, at the 1964 Olympics.  We did 
not win a gold medal, we didn’t win 
any medal, but it was a fascinating, 
exhausting and a formative experi-
ence for four college kids.

It is said that an athlete must per-
form his or her activity 10,000 times, 
in order to achieve mastery. the first 
4000 times you are pretty much in-
competent, the second 4000 times 
you know what competence looks 
like but you can’t quite get there. the 
next 1000 times you get it, and the 
last 1000 times you begin to master it. 

haiti Projects has followed a similar 
path. sarah hackett knew little to 
nothing about haiti when she arrived 
in  1994.  But she did have endur-
ance, and the imagination and com-
mitment required to get hP and its 
various projects off the ground. she 
was only in haiti by invitation and for 
three weeks.  she decided to stay to 
build something.  I “got in the boat” 
with sarah in 1996: haiti had a vague-
ly romantic pull for me, but the coun-
try itself was an abstraction. I saw 
myself helping sarah to help haiti….
or more specifically, the villagers of 

Fond des Blancs. I don’t think either 
of us had the idea of ‘helping haiti’ - 
the whole country.  Often, when I’m 
asked, “Why haiti? Why not closer 
to home?” My only answer is to say, 
“that’s just the way it turned out….I 
wasn’t really planning on it.” 

Many ask “Why rowing? there’s no 
money in it. It’s hard work, a lot of 
pain involved, and kind of tedious 
when you get down to it.”  And to 
that my only answer is, “Well, that’s 
the way it turned out and there are 
a few moments when it is really, re-
ally fun.” haiti is a remarkable, frus-
trating country that is very much 
the same.

sarah got us through the first 8000 
repetitions. Cherie Abbanat, our 
CeO, is getting us through the next 
1000, and we need your help get-
ting to the last 1000.  We aren’t sure 
that there is a medal at the end, but  
the experience is well worth the ef-
fort. 

Clinic Reaches 8 
new towns

each week, on the back of a motorcycle, 
hP’s  clinic team heads into the back 
country.  thanks to your donations, we 
have added 8 new posts for a total of 27 
posts in the past 6 months, and we have 
about 13 more to go!  nurse midwife An-
nette Berette notes these visits are es-
sential to women who don’t have mon-
ey for transportation to the village.  the 
mobile clinics also reach underserved 
groups such as men and youth. Watch 
for cool new maps on our website that 
will track our mobile clinics using gPs 
mapping data and software. 
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haiti Projects is supported by many, 
amazing friends, including the Valette 
kids.  they raised $350 for haiti Proj-
ects.  Before they started on the fund-
raising trail, they challenged their 
grandparents Rebecca and Jean-Paul 
Valette to match whatever they raised, 
and it worked!  haiti Projects received 
over $700.  then, when the Kellogg 
Foundation decided to match the gift, 
the kids made a total of $933, and 
almost tripled their contribution!   

Amazing Youth

COnneCt thROugh MusIC

thank You Jim tew

Music + Kids = 
Math Literacy

Jim tew recently stepped down as 
Chair of the Board, but not away from 
the board.  his new focus for haiti 
Projects will be on development.  We 
are thankful for his calmness, intelli-
gence, good sense and devotion to 
haiti Projects.

HP teamed up with MIT to launch 
a new math/science/music literacy 
program in January 2014. 

In January 2014, haiti Projects teamed 
up with folks from MIt’s Media Lab, 
spencer Russell, david Fleurimond, a 
Canadian teacher, and board member/
Lincoln Lab scientist dale Joachim, to 
create and offer a workshop that used 
music as a tool to understand concepts 
such as wave form, pressure, pitch, 
among other principals.  the work-
shop demonstrated to kids how math-

ematicians and scientists have pointed 
out symmetries within music and at-
tempted to explain the logic behind 
its charm. Music embeds complex se-
quences.  For example, increasing fre-
quency intervals that occur between 
consecutive and equally spaced notes, 
can create rhythms that speed up. Prin-
ciples of waveforms, strings, notes and 

string lengths, help us understand how 
sounds change.  the physics of tubes 
and standing waves (sound and tube 
length, size) create tone and pitch. 
then, simple electronic hardware was 
hooked up to speakers to let the stu-
dents play with these ideas and con-
cepts.  students produced electrical 
waveforms and then turned them into 
sound.  

taking these ides a step further, teams 
of students generated their own ver-
sions of instruments using materials 
at their disposal.  At the end of each 
session the students present their cre-
ations, played their instruments and re-
flected on their experiences. the tools 
for analysis included oscilloscopes, 
arduinos (computer programming de-
vices), and construction materials (hot 
glue guns, cutters and drills).  

the workshop was designed as an af-
ter-school program with kids arriving 
in the afternoon and remaining until 
nightfall.  the workshop was a grand 
success. 

to learn more and to donate to our 
library programs and our new library 
campaign fund:   visit haitiprojects.org

Breakfast with the 
soccer team

every saturday morning after two, 
and sometimes even three, hours of 
practice on the soccer field, all of the 
players and coaches share a hot meal.  
Cooking for 50 people is a group ef-
fort and everyone helps out whether 
it is carrying the giant pot of food or 
washing the dishes.  It’s all worth it 
because the players need time to so-
cialize and share a meal after playing 
soccer.  thank you to our supporters 
who help support the team! 

1.  used 4x4 truck or suV that we 
could ship to haiti

2.  two motorcycles for the clinic 
($5000 each)  that can handle rough 
terraine 

3.  Autoclave for the clinic

4.  three new sewing machines

5.  three new generataors

spring Wish List!



�� Cherie Miot Abbanat,  CeO 

�� Molly Klarman

�� srav Puranum

�� daryce Morris

�� Annette Berrette 

�� Jean Rene Leseau

�� Fenol Jacquotin

the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Lowell and 
Blake, Rebecca Valette, Junie tew, and Bob 
Miot, dan Miot, Al and Ventress dugan 

staff                       Board Members

thank You to hP sponsors!!!

thank You to Our Volunteers!!!

Anna Abbanat, Lucy Clark, John 
diehl, and Abir Liben

how can you get involved? 
Volunteer with the HP Team 
Become a HP corporate sponsor
Buy our products online at haitiprojects.org
Like us on Facebook
Give items to the yard sale 
Join our young ambassador program
Donate funds to support our many programs

Who we are...

hP has 
Moved...

�� Vickie Rothbaum, Chair   

�� susan Baldwin

�� Patricia Chute

�� Ken horak       

�� dale Joachim

�� Kathleen Mcdonough

�� Aaron noble     

�� Rob Russell

�� Jim tew                    

�� Pierre Valette                                             

haiti Projects’ new office: 
237 Broadway, hanover  

MA  02339

We are thrilled with our 
new space on the south 

shore

What We 
Celebrate in haiti

Celebrations say a lot about what 
people and cultures value.  While 
there are many holidays in Haiti, 
below we list 10 interesting ones. 

1 January 1:  Independence day.  
1804 - Jean-Jacques dessalines 

declares independence & restores the 
country’s original name.

2 January 2:  Ancestry day:  Com-
memorates ancestors and other 

loved ones who have died.

3 March time frame:  Carnival -- 
celebrates before the time of 

Lent.  Parades, dancing, song fill the 
air and the streets in haiti, especially 
in Cap haitian and in Jacmel

4  Corpus Christi:  is a Christian 
observance that honors the 

holy eucharist. It is also known as the 
Feast of the Most holy Body of Christ, 
as well as the day of Wreaths.

5 May 1:  Labor day and Agricul-
ture day.  this is the day when 

families would go out to plant trees.   

6 May 18th:  Celebrates haiti’s 
educational system & com-

memorates the creation of haiti’s flag 
at the 1803 Arcahaye Conference.

7  July:  Festival of Flowers is a 
new holiday that brings a carni-

val-like feeling to the summer months 
in haiti

8 October 17:  dessalines day  
Anniversary of the death of 

Jean-Jaques dessalines.

9 november 18: this day com-
memorates the haitian victory 

over the French in the Battle of Ver-
tières in the year 1803. 

10 december  5:  discovery day -- 
Commemorates Christopher 

Columbus’s landing on hispaniola in 
1492.
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washing a newly sewn nightgown

haiti Projects’ is committed to produc-
ing beautiful products, and quality 
control procedures are key to quality.  
Quality Control starts with the pur-
chase of the finest materials from the 
us, France, Ireland, and haiti.  the 
fabrics and threads are counted, mea-
sured, cut, and then passed on to the 
embroiderers.  Once the embroidery is 
finished, each item must pass a quality 
assurance team of 3 women. If an item 
passes, it is sent to be constructed. 
Finished products must then pass one 
more final inspection.  

After years of examining our work the 
women know what to look for -- loose 
threads, incorrect measurements, and 
little marks.  ella, who leads the team, 
says that quality control is important to 
ensure that each product is given the 
respect and attention it deserves be-
fore offering it to you, the customer.  

Quality Control Matters


