
1 
 

ECHOES UNITED CHURCH  

December 2021 OF CHRIST 

 GREENAWALDS 
     
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the Lord.” 
Luke 2:11 

 

 

Live In-Person Sunday Worship continues … 10:30 A.M.  

Arrive between 10:15-10:30 am. 
Wear a mask to enter; do not congregate in the narthex. 
You may remove your mask when seated; however, please wear your mask when singing.  
Wear your mask if you must leave your seat. 

 
Sunday, December   5 – 2nd Sunday in Advent (PEACE) – 10:30 A.M. (in sanctuary or zoom) 
Sunday, December 12 – 3rd Sunday in Advent (JOY) – 10:30 A.M. (in sanctuary or zoom) 
Sunday, December 19 – 4th Sunday in Advent (LOVE) – 10:30 A.M. (in sanctuary or zoom) 
Sunday, December 19 – Blue Christmas – 4:00 P.M. (in sanctuary or zoom) – the Blue  
                                            Christmas zoom link will be sent before December 19. 
Friday, December   24 – Christmas Eve Worship – 7:00 P.M. (in sanctuary or zoom) 
Sunday, December 26 -  Sunday Worship – 10:30 A.M. (in sanctuary or zoom) 
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In addition to live in-person Sunday worship, we continue worship via Zoom from your 
computer or telephone.  Instructions are included each week with the distribution of the 
worship bulletin.   

 

Sermon by Phone 
Sermon by Phone is an option if Zoom is not working for you or you cannot attend on Sunday.  
 

Try it!  It’s so easy!  Three steps to follow from any phone, any day, any time.  
 

1. Pick up your telephone 
2. Dial the number: 610-258-2927                                                                                               
3. The recorded service begins immediately 

 

Were you away on Sunday? Did you get interrupted during the service?  Give it a try any time day or 
night before the following Sunday service.  The number is local with no long-distance charges. 

 
2022 Echoes, and Bulletin or Clip-Art Flower Sponsorships – We are seeking 

sponsors for the monthly Echoes, as well as weekly bulletins and flower clip art in our 
bulletins.  The cost for sponsoring the Echoes is $20; the cost for weekly bulletins is $10 and 
the flower clip art is also $10.  Your sponsorships help pay for the additional postage needed 
to mail the Echoes and bulletins during this time of virtual worship.  Contact Sue Borger, 
484.695.7954, with your chosen date.  Thank you! 

 

PLAY & PRAY WITH PASTOR JUDY  -  Sunday, December 12, 2021 @ 2:00 p.m. 
 
 Come to hear a story. Come to tell your story.  
 Let’s think and talk about God and how we share God’s love. 
 Let’s play and have fun together. Let’s pray together.  
 
     Come for story time at 2:00 p.m.  Bring your family.  

 

Because we will be outside, parents/grandparents are asked to attend with children of 
elementary school age and younger.  We will gather inside on cold weather days, so please wear 
your masks.   All are invited to stay for communion. 

   

DRIVE-THRU COMMUNION   -   Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.  

                  
Commune and listen to the bells. Communion elements, bread, wine and 
juice will be provided. Each person should bring a container to receive the 
juice or wine.  Someone will direct those driving cars to line up.  Please 
remain in your car.  The pastor and elders will receive each carload in turn, 
offering a blessing and the elements. The wearing of masks is required. 
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FROM THE PASTOR … 
 
How do you prepare for the holidays? Do you and your family have 
special traditions? Perhaps you decorate a tree or trees, indoors and 
outdoors. Maybe you have special ornaments that commemorate some 
special person or event in your life. Do you put up a nativity scene? Some 
people have collections of several.  
 
I came late to the idea of nativity scenes, though we did have one display 
in a card format that held pride of place in our decorations each year. In 
recent years, I have been fascinated by the ways people of different 

countries and cultures represent the holy family and the nativity in art. They remind me of a line 
from the book, The Secret Life of Bees, in which Augusta says that everyone needs for God to look 
a little like them. I agree. Consider the idea that we are made in God’s image. Then think of Jesus 
as a newborn. The commemoration of his birth reminds us that he came as a tiny, vulnerable 
child, entering our world as one dependent on those around him.  
 
So often we deny our own vulnerability, yet in embracing his, Jesus opened himself to the 
blessings and the trials of the world. He showed us the importance of companionship, the 
necessity of rest and renewal, and the need of being in conversation with God. In doing so, he 
affirmed understanding of our needs offering insight into our journey through the challenges we 
face. What a gift we receive in his coming to walk among us!  I find comfort in this.  
 
As you make preparations and celebrate this season, imagine finding the Christ in your midst. The 
embodiment of God may not look exactly like your conception of Jesus. We are God’s beloved, as 
are all those we encounter. Knowing that, we are invited to seek the divine in every encounter 
and all our daily activities. Maybe our experience of the divine is more an action or an expression 
of beauty rather than a being. So, take your ideas of how Jesus appears, along with the ideas of 
others, and use them as a guide in the coming year as you look for God in our midst today, 
tomorrow, and always.    
 
Join us in worship in December in the sanctuary, live or on zoom, or later by listening to Sermon 
by Phone. Come for communion at 3 PM on December 12 or for a quiet celebration at our Blue 
Christmas service on December 19 at 4 PM. Remember our Christmas Eve service of communion 
at 7 PM. Have a blessed Advent and Christmas. 

 
Pastor Judy 

 
P.S.   If you would like to experience the joy of following one of the Advent calendars I enjoy, 
check out the Glencairn Advent Calendar.  
You will find it here: https://glencairnmuseum.org/advent-calendar-2021-home.  Refresh the 
page daily to open the door that day. Then click on each nativity scene to learn more about them.  
        
 
 

https://glencairnmuseum.org/advent-calendar-2021-home
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                     Mary Christman – Devon House          Mae Moyer – at home 
        LaRue Eckroth – at home          Doris Nissen – at home  
        Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home          Doris Shaver – Phoebe Home 
        Eleanor Limpar – at home          Naomi Thomas – at home 
        Phyllis Meckes – Blue Mtn Nursing/Rehab          Geri Yarnall – at home 

 
 

 
… from Jayne Christman, for your ongoing prayers. 
 
… to the deliverers of the Advent blessings bags. 
 
… to the cookie bakers - Linda Altrichter, Sue Borger, 
Judy Brandon, Chris Gilmore, Karen Griffith, Janine Hensinger, 
Eleanor Lakatosh, Sandy Lakatosh, Bonnie Marmon, Linda Roeder, 
Sue Roth and Sue Sawyer – for the delicious treats that 
accompanied the Advent blessings bags. 

 

… to the many volunteers who participated in UCCG’s Family Promise host week 

November 21-27.  While the families did not occupy Fellowship Hall, our volunteers prepared 

meals for them and delivered them to the hotel.  "A generous man will himself be blessed, for he 

shares his food with the poor."   Proverbs 22:9 

 
SMALL DINING GROUPS 
  

What is the purpose?   To use a small group module to help us get to know each other a little better, 
support our fellow members beyond Sundays, and eventually have that small group influence others 
within and outside the UCC Greenawalds community.  Churches that have used this module have 
experienced a closer congregation, improved communication, and growth in discipleship, 
stewardship, and mission  -  not to mention, they had some FUN and GOOD FOOD in the process! 
  

We would like to get this fellowship opportunity restarted, but fully understand that there may be 
members who had participated in the past who may be uncomfortable participating at this time. 
  

Whom do I contact if I am interested?  Karen Griffith, 610.703.6826 or kgriff5@ptd.net, by 
December 15 if you are interested in participating.   Karen will use the February 2020 dining groups as 
a starting point for group assignments, as most of the groups did not have the opportunity to meet.  

 



5 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From the November 18, 2021 This Week in PNEC 
by Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates 

 

As the English poet W. H. Auden (1907–1973) put it: “We would rather be ruined than changed, / We 
would rather die in our dread / Than climb the cross of the moment / And let our illusions die.”[1]  
  

 
Dear Friends, 
  

This week we held a luncheon to recognize and honor our retired ministers. We told stories, 
strengthened connections, and shared a meal together. Additionally, as is usually the case, we held a 
question-and-answer session.  One of the questions I was asked was, “What’s the future of the 
Church?” It is a good question, to which I truly do not have a complete answer.  
  

What I did share was I believe God is not done with the Church.  There is still more for us to do.  That 
being said, I did remind people that the future Church may look very different from the past or 
present Church. A friend shared this Auden quote with me, and I thought it was reflective of our fears 
about change within the Church.  Often, we, in the Church, resist any change while we complain 
about declining numbers, lack of participation of younger generations, and bemoan the wearing out 
of our church buildings.  We want the Church to be what it was in our youth, the 1950s and 1960s. 
We forget that we live in 2021 and the times, my friends, are “a’changing.” 
  

We, inside the Church, need to be speaking with those who are not participating in church to find out 
what is important to them and what might bring them back into faith community participation. Those 
conversations are being held in a lot of settings – just look at books about the “Nones” and “Dones,” 
those who are done with organized, institutional communities, and those who never participated.  
Whatever we find out in these conversations will require us to look at the world, at faith, and at the 
Church differently. 
  

I, for one, do not want to see the Church ruined because it will not change, die because it will not let 
go of the illusion that we can go back to what was.  It is not possible.  What is possible is to determine 
the values and beliefs we have and find new expressions of our ministry and mission in the 

21
st

 century.  That will require a brave steeping in on faith, following Jesus, but understanding that 
how we follow Jesus might change.  
  

Just like our information systems are not going back to dial telephones, black and white TVs with 
rabbit ear antennae, or hard-covered encyclopedias, we cannot, I would say must not, back up to 
1950 in our worship, faith celebration and mission.  We must follow Jesus into the new days and 
weeks, months and years which are before us – celebrating the presence of Creator, Savior and Spirit 
in ways that nurture us and the world in which we live.  May it be so for us.  

       Blessings, Bonnie  
[1] W H Auden, The Age of Anxiety: A Baroque Eclogue 
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NURSERY SCHOOL 
Dan Schantz Monthly Madness card fundraiser… we are continuing to sell the Monthly 
Madness cards for $20 each.  These cards are good for a specific item at the greenhouse once 
every month of the year (card valued at more than $60).  They do not expire!  The cards make 
great Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers.  If you are interested in purchasing these cards, 
please contact Sheri Stephens at 610.442.3176. 
 

The Nursery School is continuing with the Used Clothing Drive (clothing, shoes, linens, towels, 
etc.).  The pick-up date will be determined later (sometime in spring).  

REMINDER …   Do not enter the Nursery School area for any reason while the school is in 
operation (Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am-12:00 pm).  During this time, should you be in the 
building for any reason and find yourself in need of bathroom facilities, please use the one in 
the narthex. 

 

UCCG FINANCES  
The BILL TREE has returned to the narthex.  As you are able, please select a leaf from the tree 
(most range between $50-100) and return the leaf and your check – either in the plate on Sunday 
morning, mailed to the church office or placed in the secure mailbox at the Christian Education 
entrance.   If you have not physically returned to the church, please call the office if you would 
like to participate and you may select an available leaf.   
 

Please give prayerful consideration to how God is calling you to be present to the church in 
this time of need.  
 
 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
 
Our Leadership Circle continues to meet monthly via Zoom.  Here are some 
highlights from our November 11, 2021 meeting.  
 

• Devotions were offered by Bonnie Marmon. 

• We reviewed and accepted the minutes from the October 14 Leadership  
    Circle meeting. 

• The Treasurer’s Reports, including the new Reconciliation Report, were reviewed and 
accepted, with general discussion. 

• Reports were submitted by the Property and Music & Worship Teams. 

• The Pastor’s Report was submitted. 
o Pastor Judy will be taking vacation – December 25-31, 2021. 

• The Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for January 30, 2022 during worship. 
Rev. DeRemer is expected to report on the results of his Feasibility Study. 

• Our next Leadership Circle meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 9 at 4:00 pm 
on Zoom. 
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 December 2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

1 
 
  
 Quilting Chicks 
 9:am – 3 pm 

2 
 

   

3 
 

 

 

 

   

4 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 In-Person and 

     Zoom Worship 
   
  10:30 am Worship 
 (incl. communion)  
 
 
 

6  
  
  

  

 

 7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

7 
 

 

 

 

 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts 

  

 

8 
 

 

 Quilting Chicks 
 9 am- 3 pm 

 

   

 

9 
  
 
  
 4:00 pm – Zoom 

 Leadership 
 Circle Meeting 
 

10 
  
 
 
 
 

11 
  
  
 
 

12 In-Person and 
     Zoom Worship 
  
  10:30 am Worship 
 

 2:00 pm – Play &  

Pray w/ Pastor Judy 
 
 3:00 pm – Drive- 
 thru Communion 
 

13 
  

 

 

 

 7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

14 
 

 

 

 

 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts 

15 
 

 

 Quilting Chicks 
 9 am- 3 pm 
   

 3 pm – Parkland 

 Snack Packers 

16 
 

 

  

 

  

17 
 

18 
  

 

 

 

 Private function 

 (sanctuary and 

 Fellowship Hall) 

19 In-Person and 
     Zoom Worship 

 
  10:30 am Worship 
  

 
 4:00 pm – Blue 
 Christmas Service 

20 
 

 

  

 

 

 7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

21 
 

 

    
 

 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts 

 Holiday Party 

  

22 
 

 

 

 Quilting Chicks 
 9 am- 3 pm 

 

 

23   
 
 Soup Kitchen 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 7:00 pm –   

 Christmas 

 Eve Service 

25 
 

       MERRY 
  CHRISTMAS 
 

  
 
 * Pastor Judy on 
vacation beginning 
today thru Jan. 1 

26 In-Person and 
     Zoom Worship 
 
  10:30 am Worship 

 
 
 
  

 

27 
 

 

  

 

 

 No Scouts 

28 
 

  

 

  

   

  No Scouts 

29 30 31  

 
NOTE: Pastor Judy is on vacation from Saturday, December 25 through Saturday, 
January 1, 2022.  If you have an urgent pastoral care need while she is on vacation, 
please contact Sue Borger at 484-695-7954, and she will contact the pastor on call. 
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OUR STAFF       
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 
pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com      

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 
Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-794-6056 home 
Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 
Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

             Nursery School      610-435-5467 
                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org                  FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 
Pastor Judy is currently working in her home office as well as part-time in her church Study.    

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            
 
                    Church Secretary Office Hours are Tuesday, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

(Other hours, from home.  Call as necessary.) 
 

Hospital Code   #439 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee 
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit 

information and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at 
churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sandy Lakatosh at sjlakatosh@rcn.com. 

 

The December 2021 edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

Oliver & Althea Blose 

in honor of their 71st wedding anniversary on December 9. 

Happy Anniversary!    

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot 
attend church regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the 
news, our mission and upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 
Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. 
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication 
information. 
 
                                                 Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship. 
 

 

mailto:pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:sjlakatosh@rcn.com

