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ECHOES UNITED CHURCH  

September 2021 OF CHRIST 

 GREENAWALDS 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 

 

 
 
 

Discovery Project Update 
(8/24/2021) 

 
The Feasibility Study proposed by several Allentown clergy, churches and the PNEC, 
and being conducted by Rev. David DeRemer, has begun.  At this time, six 
congregations have confirmed participation and two are still considering the proposal. 
The six participating congregations are:  Emmanuel, Grace, Greenawalds, St. James, 
St. John’s and Zion’s.  
 
Several of the clergy of the six participating congregations have been discussing 
possibilities for some shared programming in the near future.  
 
Rev. DeRemer has started his data collection. He has requested congregations provide 
their annual reports from 2017-2019. 
 
We will provide monthly updates to our members on the progress of the study. In the 
meantime, our Elders will be working on updating the membership rolls as described in 
our Bylaws and Membership Covenant. 
 
Please contact Pastor Judy, Karen Griffith, Mark Griffith, Janine Hensinger or 
Colleen Horlacher with questions. 
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Live In-Person Sunday Worship continues …  

  9:30 A.M. on September 5   

10:30 A.M. on September 12, 19, and 26    
  

Doors open at 9:15 a.m. (on September 5) 
 Doors open at 10:15 a.m. (beginning September 12)  

 
 Masks are mandatory when entering the narthex.  Please do not linger in the narthex. 

When you enter the narthex, sign in, take a bulletin, enter the sanctuary and be 
seated.   Please sit social distanced from others. 

You may remove your mask during worship, but you are asked to wear your mask 
when singing. 
 

In addition to live in-person Sunday worship, we continue worship via Zoom from your 
computer or telephone, (note worship times above).  Instructions are included each 
week with the distribution of the worship bulletin.   

 

Sermon by Phone 
 

Sermon by Phone is an option if Zoom is not working for you or you cannot attend on 
Sunday.  
 

Try it!  It’s so easy! Three steps to follow from any phone, any day, any time.  
 

1. Pick up your telephone 
2. Dial the number: 610-258-2927                                                                                               
3. The recorded service begins immediately 

 

Were you away on Sunday? Did you get interrupted during the service?  Give it a try any time 
day or night before the following Sunday service.  The number is local with no long-distance 
charges. 
 

   
   

  Drive-Thru Communion 
 
  Sunday, September 19, 2021 at 6:00 pm                   

Commune and listen to the bells. Communion elements, bread, wine and juice will be provided. Each 
person should bring a container to receive the juice or wine.  Someone will direct those driving cars 
to line up.  Please remain in your car.  The pastor and elders will receive each carload in turn, offering 
a blessing and the elements. The wearing of masks is required. 
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From the Pastor …     
 
I know I am not alone in saying I’m ready to move on. And yet, here we 
are. Having hoped we would be able to move around more freely, we 
find a new version of the virus challenging that possibility. The disease is 
running rampant, school is opening, and children who cannot yet be 
vaccinated are most vulnerable. What shall we do?  
 
In the newsletter last month while thinking about vacation I said, “I hope 
to return refreshed and rested from the mayhem of the past year and 
ready for whatever lies ahead.”  Instead, I came back to our current 

reality, and once again the Regathering Team made the hard decision to increase 
precautions rather than ease them. It is possible that dance of taking two steps forward and 
one step back may continue for some time to come. The Leadership is committed to 
evaluating current health and safety recommendations as we proceed. We will continue to 
make timely announcements of modifications of worship format and procedures.  I pray for 
each of you, families and individuals, as you decide what is safe and appropriate for you. 
 
Like many, I’m finding it hard to be patient. I’m more than a little tired of my own company 
both at home and at work. Programming I had hoped to explore will once again be revised or 
put on hold. But there ARE things to be done. 
 
I encourage you to find ways to practice and grow in faith during this time. Even though we 
may feel separation from the faith community, we are connected by heart, by the spirit within 
each of us. I am encouraged by the many who have joined in worship recently, some in 
person, some virtually with computer or telephone through Zoom, and some listening weekly 
to Sermon by Phone.  
 
I also celebrate that many have been involved in our conversations about discerning a vision 
for the future of UCC Greenawalds and the Discovery Project. What if we as a community of 
faith began to think of this process as experiencing “growing pains?”  
 
Now I know that it may seem strange to talk of growth in the same breath as decline. But if 
we look at scripture, we see many examples of change and rebirth, among them the words of 
Isaiah to those returning from captivity in Babylon (Is 43:18-19):  
 
“Remember not the former things, 
    nor consider the things of old. 
Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 
 
I wonder what God’s hopes are for us in this time. What learning and spiritual growth might 
take place as we look to the future remembering the past and living in this uncertain present? 
This week in one of my readings I came upon these words by C. S. Lewis: 
 
“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you 
can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the 
roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But 
presently He starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not 
seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building 
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quite a different house from the one you thought of – throwing out a new wing here, putting 
on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being 
made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it 
Himself.”  — C. S. Lewis Mere Christianity 
 
How might these words assist in our consideration of the future of our congregations? How 
might they help us interpret the findings of the Discovery Project? What do you suppose God 
sees? What are God’s dreams for our future?  
        Pastor Judy 
 
 
 

BIBLE STUDY BEGINNING OCTOBER 18, 2021 
 
Tell me more about the Bible!  Who wrote each book?  For whom was it written?  What does the 
style of each book tell us about its content and the reason it was written?  What is its message?  We 
will look at this and more in three six-session units. 
 
Whether you are a serious lifelong student of the Bible or delving into what is contained in its pages is 
new to you, you are invited to join in this study of the Bible.  The study was written by Rev. Anne 
Robertson and is published by the Massachusetts Bible Society.  This is how the study is described on 
their website: 
 

What is the Bible?   This first course gives you a broad overview of the entire Bible, including 
chapters on how to select a Bible suitable for your needs, how the Bible is organized, how the 
collection of books that comprise the Bible was chosen, different ways that people approach 
the text, and what archaeology has to tell us about the text and its stories. 
 
Introducing the Old Testament – The second course helps you better understand the Old 
Testament in the context of the world in which it was written.  Learn about the march of 
empires across biblical lands, how ancient peoples thought about their world, and how the 
stories of the Bible distinguished the God of Israel from the gods of Israel’s neighbors. 
 
Introducing the New Testament – The third course shows you Jesus in three distinct ways…a 
man like other men, a Jewish rabbi, and the Christ of Christian faith.  Then it’s on to the 
cantankerous Paul, the other New Testament authors and the wild and baffling book called 
Revelation. 

 
If you are interested in knowing more, you can explore the Mass Bible Society website where there is 
a wealth of information. www.massbible.org 
 
The Book Group will be using this as their primary study for the coming year. The cost of the student 
guide for each session is $15.  We are holding both morning and evening times on October 18 for our 
first meeting and will choose between them based on the availability and convenience of those who 
plan to attend.  If you are interested, please contact Pastor Judy so that we can order the books and 
select a time of day for that initial meeting. 

   

 

http://www.massbible.org/
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                    Mary Christman – Devon House          Mae Moyer – at home 
        LaRue Eckroth – at home          Doris Nissen – at home  
        Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home          Doris Shaver – Phoebe Home 
        Eleanor Limpar – at home          Naomi Thomas – at home 
        Phyllis Meckes – Blue Mtn Nursing/Rehab          Geri Yarnall – at home 
  
 
 

… from Jayne Christman, for the many well wishes, cards, and 
prayers throughout her recent testing and surgery.   
 

… from Janine and Gary Hensinger, sincere thanks for the 
sympathy cards and words of condolence on the loss of Gary’s 
brother, Al. 
 

… from Sandy Lakatosh, for the many birthday cards, as well as 
cards, phone calls and prayers while dealing with mobility issues.  
I thank God for my church family.  I miss you, and I can’t wait for 
the day when hugs will be possible! 

 

… from Steve Vulcheff and Bonnie Bates, for the many birthday cards and well wishes for 
Steve’s 85th birthday! 

 

Nursery School … will reopen on Monday, September 13.  Classes will be held 

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, Monday-Thursday. 

Please note …   Do not enter the Nursery School area for any reason while the 

school is in operation. During this time, should you be in the building for any reason 

and find yourself in need of bathroom facilities, please use the one in the narthex. 
 

• Our first fundraiser will get underway on September 13 thru September 23.  We are 
once again taking orders for Gourmet Creations, a variety of gourmet mixes of 
veggie dips, olive oil blends, BBQ rubs, dessert mixes, and pickle mixes.  The cost 
is $5 per flavor pouch or 3 for $14.   
o Sheri Stephens will have brochures available next Sunday, September 12.  
o If you have any questions about these products, you may contact 

Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176 or Cheryl Smith (Nursery School contact) at 
610-739-8257. 

o As always, the Nursery School thanks you for your generous support. 
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Confirmation Class – We are currently aware of three 13-year old 

children who plan to attend.  The class will be led by Pastor Judy, with 
assistance from Sheri Stephens.  If you are aware of any other young 
teenager who may be interested in attending Confirmation class, 
please contact Pastor Judy as soon as possible! 

 

 Play and Pray with Pastor Judy 

 Sunday, September 19, 2021 @ 5:00 p.m. 
 
 Come to hear a story. Come to tell your story.  
 Let’s think and talk about God and how we share God’s love. 
 Let’s play and have fun together. Let’s pray together.  
 

Come for story time at 5:00 p.m.  Bring your family.  
 

Our program begins each third Sunday of the month in conjunction with drive-through 
communion. Because we will be outside, parents or grandparents are asked to attend 
with children of elementary school age and younger. All are invited to stay after for 
communion.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Ladies In Faith Together 

 
 

Sunday, September 26, 4:30 P.M. – “Campfire for a Cause” at Sue Sawyer’s home.  The 
“cause” is the Allentown Veteran Affairs Homeless Transitioning Project.  Homeless veterans are 
assisted in setting up an apartment.  The Veterans Affairs building has limited space and they request 
specific items: 
   
  Walmart gift cards (any denomination)   Donations may be 
  Monetary donations      given to Chris Gilmore 
  Small dinnerware sets*     or Sue Sawyer.  Thank 
  Silverware sets*       you for assisting our 
  Pots/pans sets*       veterans transition 
  Small appliances (toaster, coffeemaker)* from homelessness to 
         secure housing! 

 * NOTE:  These items must be NEW and in a box. 
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Sponsorship of Bulletins and Clip-Art Flowers – Would you like to sponsor bulletins or 
perhaps a clip-art flower arrangement?  The cost for sponsoring the weekly bulletin is $10; 
weekly flower clip-art is also $10.   (Monthly Echoes have been sponsored through the end of 
2021.)  Contact Sue Borger (484.695.7954) with a specific date and occasion.  Your 
sponsorships help pay for the additional postage needed to mail bulletins / Echoes while 
some members continue with virtual worship.   Thank you. 
 
 

Leadership Circle 
 
Our Leadership Circle continues to meet monthly via Zoom. 

Here are some highlights from our August 12, 2021 meeting. 

• Devotions were offered by Jayne Christman.  She read a passage from the UCC Still Speaking 
Daily Devotions for August 12, entitled I am Suffering; Hear Me Roar by Vicki Kemper. 

• We reviewed and accepted the July 8 Leadership Circle Minutes. 

• The Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports were reviewed and accepted, with general 
discussion. 

• Reports were submitted by the Property, Mission, Family Promise, and Music & Worship 
Teams.  

• The Pastor’s Report was submitted.   
o Pastor Judy will be leading a Confirmation Class with assistance from Sheri Stephens.  

We currently have three 13-year-olds interested. 
o In the absence of a volunteer to teach Sunday School, Pastor Judy is working on ideas 

to involve the children of the church. 

• We will celebrate Holy Communion on September 12, the Sunday after Labor Day weekend. 

• We will continue Drive-Thru Communion for the time being.  Next drive-thru opportunity is 
Sunday, September 19 at 6:00 pm. 

• The PNEC Fall Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, November 6. 

• Our next Leadership Circle meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 9 at 4:00 pm on 
Zoom.  

 
 
 
Our Gifts and Offerings - We gather to worship every Sunday morning in person or on 
Zoom, remembering our connection to one another across time and space. We are grateful 
for your continued support of the church.  These offerings allow our ministry and mission to 
continue.   If you are opting to not worship in person, please feel free to drop your envelopes 
into the mailbox during the week or mail your offering to the church office.  The mailbox is a 
locked receptacle and someone is in the office every week to receive and open the mail and 
take the offerings to the bank.  You may also make secure contributions online using the 
following link Make A Gift.   

https://uccgreenawalds.org/make-a-gift/
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Thank you to everyone who responded to Karen Griffith’s survey pertaining to UCCG’s ‘readiness’ to 
return to FP hosting.  At this time, UCCG will not; however, there are several LV churches who are 
hosting (Jordan UCC; Jordan Lutheran; Life; Notre Dame, St. Joseph the Worker).  If you are interested 
in assisting at another congregation, or willing to assist with a meal, there are opportunities for you 
to help!  In particular, Notre Dame (they are the sponsors, but they are housing the families at 
St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 1900 Pennsylvania Avenue, Allentown, from August 29 thru 
September 12) needs volunteers.  If you can help during this time period, please call John Dante, 
570.417.9039. 
 
Two of the four families in the program will be moving into their own apartments this week!  
Congratulations to FPLV’s newest graduates!    
 

Needed:  Gift cards from Giant and Weis markets.  The families currently in the program have their 
own vehicles.  As such, the FP van is not being used.  The gift cards will be used to help the families 
with gas expenses.   
 

As a result of Jim Byrnes’ retirement from Family Promise of Lehigh Valley (FPLV), they are now 
seeking a part-time Development Director for its family shelter program that assists families 
experiencing homelessness. The 30 hours per week are flexible and will involve working some 
weekends and evening hours as needed. 
 
Major responsibilities are:  
 

• Create and implement development plan 

• Discover, cultivate and maintain new and potentially lucrative revenue streams (grants, 
sponsorships, major donations,  corporate gifts) 

• Plan, implement and direct fundraising events 
  

Qualifications:  Must be 21 years of age; have a valid driver’s license and a vehicle; must be able to 
obtain three background clearances.  Experience in fundraising and grant writing required.  FPLV is an 
E.O.E. (Equal Opportunity Employer). 
 
If you or someone you know is interested in applying for this position, please submit cover letter, 
resume and referrals as soon as possible to: 
 

Roslyn Kuba, Executive Director of FPLV  
1346 West Hamilton St. 
Allentown, PA  18102  
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Harvest of Hope Festival 

 

Jordan UCC 
Saturday, October 2, 2021 

11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Join the fun and support Family Promise of Lehigh Valley!  There are many activities for the 
entire family (many of them are free).  Watch for upcoming flyer! 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

PHOTO 

BOOTH 

JEWELRY 

MAKING 

PUMPKIN 

PAINTING 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 
FOOD STANDS 

   PURSE 

BINGO 

$20 per 

ticket 
CRAFT FAIR 

ALL crafters welcome!   

No fee for space! 
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Reminder:    Last Sunday of 9:30 a.m. worship is on September 5. 

  Sunday Worship returns to 10:30 a.m. on September 12. 

 

 September 2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 
 Quilting Chicks 
 9 am- 3 pm 

2 
 

   

3 
 

 

 

 

   

4 
 

5  In-Person and 

     Zoom Worship 
  
  9:30 am Worship 
 
 
 

6   
 LABOR DAY 
  
 

7 
 

 

 

 

 7 pm – Cub Scout  

             Den Mtg 

8 
 

 

Quilting Chicks 
 9 am- 3 pm 

 

   

 

9 
 4:00 pm – Zoom 
 Leadership 
 Circle Meeting 
 
 7 pm – Nursery 
School Parent 
Orientation 

10 
 9:00-10:30 am – 
 Nursery School 
 “Meet The Teacher” 

11 
  
  
 

12 In-Person and 
      Zoom Worship 
  
  10:30 am Worship  
  (incl. communion) 
   
  
 

13 
 Nursery School 

 Begins 9-12 

 Monday-Thursday 

 

 

 

 7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

14 
 

 

 

 

 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts 

15 
 

 

 Quilting Chicks 
 9 am- 3 pm 

   
 

16 
 

 

 

  

 

17 
 

18 
  

 

19  In-Person and 
      Zoom Worship 

 
  10:30 am Worship 

 
 5:00 pm – Play &  
 Pray w/ Pastor Judy 
 
 6:00 pm – Drive-thru 
 Communion 

20 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

21 
 

 

   

 

  

 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts 

  

22 
 

 

 

 Quilting Chicks 
 9 am- 3 pm 

 

 

23    
 

  

 

 

   

24 
 

 

 

25 
 

  
 

26 In-Person and 
      Zoom Worship 
 
  10:30 am Worship 
 
  

27 
 

 

 

 

 7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

28 
 

 

  

 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts 

  

29 

 
 Quilting Chicks 
 9 am- 3 pm 

30 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

"Here's hoping your today is the gift you needed…warm and sunny, happy 
and healthy, and full of God's blessings!"                    (Netti Fatzinger, 07/21/2021) 
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OUR STAFF       
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 
pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com      

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 
Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-794-6056 home 
Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 
Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

             Nursery School      610-435-5467 
                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org                  FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 
Pastor Judy is currently working in her home office as well as part-time in her church Study.    

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            
 
                    Church Secretary Office Hours are Tuesday, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

(Other hours, from home.  Call as necessary.) 
 

Hospital Code   #439 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee 
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit 

information and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at 
churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sandy Lakatosh at sjlakatosh@rcn.com. 

 

The September 2021 edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

Ken & Ruth Newhard 
in celebration of their 67th wedding anniversary 

on September 11, 2021 
 

H A P P Y   A N N I V E R S A R Y ! 
 

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot 
attend church regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the 
news, our mission and upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 
Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. 
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication 
information. 
 
                                                 Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship. 
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