
1 
 

ECHOES UNITED CHURCH  

June 2021 OF CHRIST 

 GREENAWALDS 
 
 
     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Church will begin on June 6 …  We will be back to worshipping in our 
sanctuary on Sunday, June 6 at 9:30 am.  We will continue to offer worship by 

Zoom*, as we have for the past 14 months.  These are the guidelines that have 
been set in place for our return to live worship.   

 Since we don't have the proper filtration system in our building, we will run 
the air conditioner before the service to bring down the temperature, then 

open windows to move the air during the service. 

 Face coverings will be required by all congregants - even if you are fully 

vaccinated. 

 We must manage our service to limit our time in the sanctuary. 

 Pews will be marked with pieces of cardstock to indicate where you may sit 
to allow distancing. 

 There will be no socializing in the Narthex or otherwise (per our guidelines). 

 A few minutes before the service, congregants will be allowed entrance to 

the church by elders and led to seats, starting in the front of the Sanctuary 

(please wait in your cars in the parking lot until you are directed to enter). 
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 The offering basket will be placed at the rear of the Sanctuary to place 

offerings upon entering for worship. 

 At the end of the service, congregants will be dismissed one row at a time 

and leave by the back entrance.  Those needing the use of a ramp may exit 
via the main sanctuary doors. 

 We will provide communion.  Pastor Judy will have it displayed on the altar 
for blessing during the service.  It will then be served to congregants 

outside the back door as they depart.  Pastor Judy will address this during 
the service. 

 
 

 
 
 
* In addition to live in-person Sunday worship, we continue worship via Zoom from your computer 
or telephone, Sunday at 9:30 am.  You may log on at 9:15 am for conversation/fellowship one half hour 
prior to the worship service.  Instructions are included each week with the distribution of the worship 
bulletin. 

 
An audio recording will continue to be available by calling 610.258.2927.  This is a local number, 
resulting in NO long-distance charges.  The service is available on Sunday afternoon and throughout 
the week. When the call connects, the recording plays automatically and begins immediately.  Only 
the current week’s service will be available.  Each Sunday afternoon, the service will update to that 
morning’s recording and will be available until the following Sunday.   

   
NOTE:   Start of summer worship time is 9:30 a.m. beginning June 6, 2021. 
 
 
 

   Drive-Thru Communion 
 
  Sunday, June 20, 2021 at 6:00 pm                   

 

Commune and listen to the bells. Communion elements, bread, wine and juice will be provided. Each 
person should bring a container to receive the juice or wine.  Wear your mask as you receive the 
elements. Someone will direct those driving cars to line up.  Please remain in your car.  The pastor 
and elders will receive each carload in turn, wearing masks and offering a blessing and the elements. 
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From the Pastor … 

                                      What’s Next? 
 

I have a file on my computer labeled simply, 2020 Time Out. It 
includes miscellaneous files relevant to the pandemic, late March 
2020 to May 2021, and no doubt extending a bit beyond. We have 
not seen an end to Covid 19, after all. Who would ever have 
imagined such a scenario when I came to join you in ministry at 
UCC Greenawalds? But here we are. 
 
During the pandemic we have learned a lot about science and 

health, about ourselves and how we respond to isolation, some of us totally alone and 
some in large family groups with little privacy. We have learned about human 
relationships in ways that point out how some are marginalized while some 
experience and expect privilege. And we have learned some things about the church 
and UCC Greenawalds in particular. We have learned how to be community when we 
are unable to gather in person. We have learned that we can adapt to change, that it 
may provide opportunities not previously imagined.   
 
Now we get to imagine what the future holds for us at UCC Greenawalds. We have 
agreed to try returning to worship in person. So, what’s next? Many of you have heard 
me say that we are not alone in asking this question. Asked what they would hope for 
their church were money and energy not an issue, here’s what some ministers said: 
 
 Build or renovate to be a 100% accessible and barrier free facility. 
 Start a community garden. 
 Open a little cafe on the main street of town. 
 Provide an outside bathroom for the folks who sleep outside our building.  
 Open and staff a mobile classroom for language class for adults. 
 
With these ideas in mind, what do you believe the church is meant to be? What is 
needed in this place and time as we witness to our faith in Jesus and our hopes for 
humanity? What do you think the church has to offer to people today?  
 
Most of us grew up hearing that Jesus saves us from our sins. I would suggest that 
another way to frame this is that Jesus holds up a mirror so that we see and recognize 
how we fall short. Then in the stories of his ministry and presence, we are invited to 
rethink how we might be reflections of his vision for a redeemed and restored 
humanity.  
 
So how will WE live out Jesus’ message? How will we BE THE CHURCH? Several 
years ago, a list of various aspects of church vitality in the 21st century were 
suggested by Marchae Grair. The list has been taken up by many UCC churches, and 
I have it on the back of my business card and a bumper sticker on my car. This 
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summer, we will consider the phrase. The nine related subtexts will be the focus of our 
worship services. I invite you to come along on this next new and important part of our 
journey of faith and witness. Let us listen to the breath of the Spirit blowing new life 
into this changed and changing time.  
     Pastor Judy 

 

 
 
 

Want to Talk to Pastor Judy?   Pastor Judy is returning to her church Study.  If you would  

like to schedule a meeting/conversation with her, text/call 484-705-5710 or email 
pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com.   She is available to meet in her Study, or she has lawn chairs available if 
you prefer to meet outdoors under a shade tree!     
 
 
 
 
              
  
 Mary Christman – Devon House Mae Moyer – at home 
 LaRue Eckroth – at home Doris Nissen – at home  
 Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home Doris Shaver – Heather Glen 
 Mary Helfrich – recuperating at home Naomi Thomas – at home 
 Eleanor Limpar – at home Geri Yarnall – at home 
 Phyllis Meckes - Blue Mtn Nursing/Rehab  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Jean Sechler and family on the passing of Clayton J. Sechler on May 1, 2021. 

 

mailto:pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com
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The Future of UCC Greenawalds … 
 
For the past eight months, the Elders have been discussing the future of 
UCC Greenawalds.  As part of our conversations, we have read a book by 
L. Gail Irwin, Toward a Better Country.  With this book study, Gail Irwin 
helped us to affirm that God has a future for the church and its mission 
for those who have eyes to see and ears to hear the new thing that God 
is doing through challenging times and difficult situations. 

 
As you know, there have been many significant changes in our church (and the church universal) – 
changes in membership, volunteer leadership/participation, and finances.  It is anticipated that UCCG 
will continue to undergo challenging times and difficult situations in the future. 
 
The Elders have looked at these changes within our church and would like to meet with members to 
discuss their findings and seek member feedback/opinions about our future.  Three meeting dates 
have been established to offer timing options.  We encourage all members to attend one of these 
meetings – either in person or via Zoom (video or telephone).  In-person meetings will be held in the 
sanctuary with distancing and masking precautions in place.   
 

 Sunday, June 13 - 9:30 a.m.  (Summer worship begins at 9:30 a.m.; the meeting will follow an 
abbreviated worship service.) 

 Wednesday, June 16 - 6:30 p.m. 

 Tuesday, June 22 – 2:00 p.m. 
 
PLEASE join us at one of these meetings.  We pray that all members will participate in this important 
discussion, listening to what God is calling us to do and be in the coming years. The future of UCCG is 
ours! 
 

Faithfully, 

Elders 

 

 

Our Telephone Tree Care Team continues to make calls to 

members of our congregation to check on your well-being.  The 
calls are now being made every three weeks. 
 
Sue Borger continues to lead the prayer chain; if you have a special prayer request, please call Sue at 
484.695.7954 or send her an email at borgersusan@yahoo.com.  She will then pass the prayer 
requests along to our congregation. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:borgersusan@yahoo.com
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 Congratulations and Best Wishes to Our 2021 Graduates! 
 
 
 
 

Eamon Bonner, son of Ed & Kim Bonner, will graduate from Parkland High School on June 8.  He will 
be attending Muhlenberg College in Fall 2021, majoring in Music Composition. He was awarded the 
Presidential Scholarship from Muhlenberg! 
 
Bella Costa, daughter of Chris & Maria Frey and Joe & Jen Costa, will graduate from Parkland High 
School on June 8.  She will be attending West Chester University, majoring in Elementary Education. 
 
Kaitlyn David, daughter of Gregory & Kimberly David, will graduate from Parkland High School on 
June 8.  She will be attending Marywood University in a 5-year accelerated Physician Assistant 
Program. 
 
Hailey Harris, daughter of Mike & Lori (Bear) Harris, and granddaughter of Larry & Janie Bear, will 
graduate from The Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School on June 9.  She will continue her education at 
Full Sail University in Winter Park, Florida, majoring in Computer Animation. 
 

 

 

 

 

There are currently four families in the program. Two families are ready to graduate, but are 
searching for housing. If anyone has landlord connections or knowledge of affordable housing, please 
contact Sue Roth, 610.554.2781. 
 
Life Church did a week of in-house hosting. The week went very well with many guidelines in place:  
masks were worn; each family had their own sleeping room; each family had their own dining table; 
each family had their own vehicle so the FP van was not used; participants’ temperatures were 
checked every day; and a waiver was created with COVID prevention guidelines for each family to 
sign. 
 
A couple congregations have expressed an interest in becoming support congregations. 
 
Family Promise of the Lehigh Valley was a recipient of a 2021 Trexler Trust award – they received 
$10,000 to underwrite services for homeless Lehigh County families!  (Morning Call, May 26, 2021) 
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LADIES IN FAITH TOGETHER 
 
 
Sunday, June 13, 11:30 am (after worship and Future of UCCG meeting) - Presentation by 
Pastor Judy on Domestic Violence.  This will be a social-distancing event at Sue Sawyer’s home.  Bring 
your own lunch and lawn chair.  Presentation begins at 12:00 noon.  (Rain or shine … garage available, 
if necessary) 
 
Sunday, September 26, time TBD - Campfire for a Cause at Sue Sawyer’s home.  The “cause” will 
be the Allentown Veteran Affairs Homeless Transitioning Project.  Homeless veterans are assisted in 
setting up an apartment.  The Veterans Affairs building has limited space, and they request specific 
items: 
 
 Walmart gift cards (any denomination) 
 Monetary donations 
 Small dinnerware sets* 
 Silverware sets* 
 Pots/pans sets* 
 Small appliances (toaster, coffeemaker)* 
 

* NOTE:  These items must be NEW and in a box. 
 
Donations may be given to Chris Gilmore or Sue Sawyer.  Thank you for assisting our veterans’ 
transition from homelessness to secure housing. 
 
 

Blueberry Sale - It's blueberry time!  These blueberries are purchased 

directly from Whelan Farms, a New Jersey grower.  We are joining with 
Solomon UCC to get these berries.  The cost is $30 for a ten-pound box. 
The deadline to order is June 20.  Pick-up date is Thursday, June 24, from  
4:00-6:00 pm at UCCG.  These are some of the best berries in the 
area.  They freeze well.  Please call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to place your 
orders, and we'll arrange for payment before finalizing the order.  Checks 
should be made payable to UCCG.  This is not a fundraiser – simply for your 
enjoyment. 
 

Sponsorship of Bulletins and Clip-Art Flowers – Would you like to sponsor bulletins or 

perhaps a clip-art flower arrangement?  The cost for sponsoring the weekly bulletin is $10; weekly 
flower clip-art is also $10.   Monthly Echoes have been sponsored through the end of 2021.  Contact 
Sue Borger (484.695.7954) with a specific date and occasion.  Your sponsorships help pay for the 
additional postage needed to mail bulletins / Echoes while some members continue with virtual 
worship.   Thank you!  
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Our Gifts and Offerings - During the months of church closure and separation, we gathered to 

worship every Sunday morning on Zoom, remembering our connection to one another across time 
and space. We are grateful for your support of the church with your online contributions and 
offerings mailed to the church office.  These offerings allowed our ministry and mission to continue 
during the time when we were physically distant.  We assure you that the mailbox is a locked 
receptacle and that someone is in the office every week to receive and open the mail and take the 
offerings to the bank.  If you choose not to return to in-person worship at this time, please feel free 
to drop your envelopes into the mailbox during the week or mail your offering to the church 
office.  You may also make secure contributions online using the following link Make A Gift.   
 

 

 

Leadership Circle 

Our Leadership Circle continues to meet on a monthly basis via Zoom.  

Here are a few highlights from our May 13 meeting. 

 Devotions provided by Bonnie Marmon - “Love’s Emancipation” by Kevin Samuel 

 Reviewed and accepted the April 15 Leadership Circle minutes 

 Financial Secretary and Treasurer’s reports accepted with general discussion 

 The Legacy Team continues to meet with Elders.  The Elders are ready to meet with the 

congregation to discuss “The Future of UCCG.” 

 Gathering in Person Task Force continues to meet regularly.  We will return to worship 

in the Sanctuary on Sunday, June 6, with guidelines to be followed.  We will continue 

to offer worship by Zoom each Sunday.   

 Small groups may begin to meet.  All meetings must be scheduled thru the church 

secretary. 

 The Quilting Chicks are expected to return to Fellowship Hall every Wednesday.  They 

were given a copy of our guidelines and will follow all rules for social distancing, 

including mask wearing. 

 Reports were submitted by the Property, Mission, Family Promise and Music & 
Worship Teams. 

 Pastor’s Report submitted   
o We will continue monthly drive-thru communion at 6:00 pm for the spring and 

summer months 
o Pastor Judy will be on vacation July 23 thru August 7 

 Janine Hensinger will meet with our Custodian (Sonny Rinker) and Director of Music 
Ministry (Michael Huffman) to determine if they are interested in returning to work  

 Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 10 at 4:00 pm 
 

https://uccgreenawalds.org/make-a-gift/
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 June 2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

1 
 

2 
 
9a-3p – The 
Quilting Chicks in 
Fellowship Hall 

3 
 

   
 

4 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

5 
 

6   In-Person and 

     Zoom Worship 
  
  9:15 am Fellowship* 
  9:30 am Worship 
 (incl. communion) 
 
 

7 
  
 

8 
 

9 
 

9a-3p – The 
Quilting Chicks in 
Fellowship Hall 

 

 

   

 

10 
 
 
  
 4:00 pm – Zoom 
 Leadership 
 Circle Meeting 
 
  

11 
 

12 
  
  
 

13  In-Person and 
      Zoom Worship 
  
  9:15 am Fellowship* 
  9:30 am Worship  
  (incl. The Future of 
   UCCG meeting) 
  
 11:30 am – LIFT 
  (at Sue Sawyer’s  
  house) 

14 
 

 

  

 

15 
 

 

 

 

  

16 
 

9a-3p – The 
Quilting Chicks in 
Fellowship Hall 

  

   6:30 pm – The   

  Future of UCCG 

  meeting (Zoom  

  or In-Person) 

 

17 
 

 

 

  

 

18 
 

19 
  

 

20  In-Person and 
      Zoom Worship 

 
  9:15 am Fellowship* 
  9:30 am Worship 
 
  LAST Day to 

  order blueberries 
 
 6:00 pm – Drive-thru 
Communion  
 

21 
 

 

 

22 
 

 

  2:00 pm – The  

  Future of UCCG 

  meeting (Zoom  

  or In-Person) 

 

23 
 
9a-3p – The 
Quilting Chicks in 
Fellowship Hall 
 

 

 

 

24       
 

  

 

 

  4:00-6:00 pm – 

  Blueberry pickup 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 

  
 

27  In-Person and 
      Zoom Worship 
 
  9:15 am Fellowship* 
  9:30 am Worship 
 
  

 

28 
 

29 
 

 

30 
 
9a-3p – The 
Quilting Chicks in 
Fellowship Hall 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

* Note:  At the present time, Fellowship prior to worship is available via Zoom only   

              (not in-person in the narthex). 
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OUR STAFF       
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 
pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com      

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 
Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-794-6056 home 
Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 
Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

             Nursery School      610-435-5467 
                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org                  FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 
Pastor Judy is currently working in her home office as well as part-time in her church Study.    

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            
 
                    Church Secretary Office Hours are Tuesday, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

(Other hours, from home.  Call as necessary.) 
 

Hospital Code   #439 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee 
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit 

information and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at 
churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sandy Lakatosh at sjlakatosh@rcn.com. 

 

The June 2021 edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

Larry & Janie Bear in celebration of 
their 50th wedding anniversary on June 12! 

 
Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot 
attend church regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the 
news, our mission and upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 
Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. 
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication 
information. 
 
                                                 Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship. 
 

 

mailto:pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
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mailto:sjlakatosh@rcn.com

