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ECHOES UNITED CHURCH  

February 2021 OF CHRIST 

 GREENAWALDS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 – 7:00 PM 
(Bulletin and Zoom instructions will be provided later.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Sunday Worship continues via Zoom from your computer or telephone, Sunday at 10:30 am.  You 
may log on at 10:00 am for conversation/fellowship one half hour prior to the worship service.   
Instructions are included each week with the distribution of the worship bulletin. 

 
 

An audio recording is available by calling 610.258.2927.  This is a local number, resulting in NO long-
distance charges.  The service is available on Sunday afternoon and throughout the week. When the 
call connects, the recording plays automatically and begins immediately.  Only the current week’s 
service will be available.  Each Sunday afternoon, the service will update to that morning’s recording 
and will be available until the following Sunday.   
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From Our Pastor … 
 

Lent - The Season of Dust and Ashes 
 
I love this season of Lent and its beginnings with ashes.  I’m sure at one time 
there was one prescribed blessing for the intinction of ashes. But I am 
delighted that I know many clergy who come up with something special for 
their context or congregation.  
 
I took my first unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in 
Brighton, MA. The nuns who taught us, in their 70s and 80s, were delightful 

and a bit unconventional. One of the sisters offered a blessing that was both traditional and personal, 
You are beloved by God. From dust you came and to dust you shall return.  
 
My long-time mentor and friend from our NH days, Mary Westfall, says, From dust we come and to 
dust we go, but in this dust God writes our names and brings us to life. Another clergy colleague I met 
in Iowa, Kit Novotny, says, “I love Ash Wednesday. Remembering that I am dust, ancient reanimated 
star debris, full of the breath of life, but that breath is simply on loan.” She blesses folks with the 
words, Remember that you are a perishable item. Live and love accordingly. 
 
As we prepare to move into the season of Lent, I invite you on a journey with me, a journey that will 
lead us to consider our lives and health. A journey that will remind us of the wonder of our very being 
and of the impermanence recalled in blessings with ashes we usually experience. This year our 
worship services will focus on the various aspects of well-being - spiritual, communal, physical, 
emotional, intellectual, and environmental health. 
 
In addition, I would invite you to join me in readings that will look at the inevitability of challenge, 
change, and decline. I hope the work of two current authors will invite our personal and collective 
reflection on that other side of the season, the ashes. To that end, I will be reading two books, 
Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor and Being Mortal by Atul Gawande. Perhaps 
some have already read one or both and, if so, I hope you will look at them once again and share your 
insight with those of us for whom the books are new.  
 
In her book Learning to Walk in the Dark, Taylor offers us the idea that our spiritual lives may not be 
described in the binary black and white, day and night. If we attempt to categorize our experience in 
those terms, we may find ourselves fearing the dark, worried by doubt, and even loss of meaning. But 
if we believe our lives have meaning that allows for nuance, we can learn from the challenges we 
face. We can find wisdom in the light of the stars at night just as we see in the broad daylight.  
 
In Being Mortal, Atul Gawande invites us to consider what is of primary importance to us by taking us 
on rounds with doctors and nurses. Through the eyes of these medical caregivers, he examines how 
the lives of patients are affected by their diagnoses and their changing abilities. These examples lead 
readers to think of what they value most and how life decisions are affected by these considerations. 
I think the book will give us an opportunity to discuss our lives in the contexts of both family and 
community.  
 



3 
 

We will make time for discussion by either conference call or Zoom in the coming weeks. Those who 

have Facebook may participate on our Book Discussion Group page. Let me know and I’ll send an 
invitation to this private group. Try to get access to a book at the library or obtain a personal copy if 
you wish so you can read and discuss. Please call or email me to let me know if you would like to join 
the conversation and are available:  
 
Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor 
Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
 
_______ Monday or Wednesday morning for a conference call 
_______ Tuesday evening on Zoom 
_______ Facebook - UCCG Book Discussion Group 
 
Included in this newsletter you will find a copy of the Pledge of Nonviolence which we review the 
First Sunday of Lent each year. As you read it, think about how it has impacted your life this past year. 
How will its wisdom guide you in 2021?  
 
Finally, in mid-February members will receive a packet of resources to guide their devotional time as 
a family. I invite you to prepare an altar space - a cloth or paper napkin or doily and a candle or 
candles even if you choose not to light them - mark the space as special. Your resource packet will 
contain a few items to add to the space and relate to our worship themes for the season. 
 
We will not meet in person this Ash Wednesday (we will meet by Zoom), but know that I hold each of 
you in my heart. I will be praying with and for you in this season, and I offer these words of blessing: 
 

Remember that you are God’s beloved; 
You are made from the stuff of earth and stardust 

And filled with the breath of life, but fleeting, impermanent. 
Honor the gift till you return to the dust from whence you came.  

 
Blessings,  
Pastor Judy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mary Christman – Devon House Mae Moyer – at home 
 LaRue Eckroth – at home Doris Nissen – at home  
 Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home Doris Shaver – Heather Glen 
 Eleanor Limpar – at home Naomi Thomas – at home 
 Phyllis Meckes - Blue Mtn Nursing/Rehab Geri Yarnall – at home 
 Bob Moser – Lehigh Valley Hospital Bernice Ziegler – Country Meadows 
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Mary Christman, and sons Scott (Megan) and Andrew, on the passing of Dale Christman,  
on January 15, 2021. 

 

 
 

Drive-Thru Communion 

 
           Sunday, February 21, 2021 at 3:00 pm                                     

Commune and listen to the bells. Communion elements, bread, wine and juice will be provided. Each 
person should bring a container to receive the juice or wine.  Wear your mask as you receive the 
elements. Someone will direct those driving cars to line up in the lot across from the church.  Please 
remain in your car and maintain social distance throughout. The pastor and elders will receive each 
carload in turn, wearing masks and offering a blessing and the elements. 

Presenting a SOUPER opportunity to benefit Family Promise of Lehigh County… the February drive-
thru Communion will offer home-made soups and breads/rolls!  The soups listed below will be 
available in pint containers for a FREE-WILL offering.  All proceeds will be donated to Family Promise 
of Lehigh Valley to assist with their housing costs during this time when we are not able to host them 
within our church building. 
 
 
 Cauliflower  
 Chicken Corn Chowder 
 Chicken Noodle 
 Chili 
 Creamy Mushroom w/Bacon & Marsala 
 Ginger Carrot 
 Italian Wedding Soup 
 Sausage Tortellini 
 Split Pea w/Ham 
 Vegetable Beef 
 White Bean w/Vegetables & Meatballs 

  
Please follow the directives of those participating in the drive-thru process.  Remain in your 
car to select your soup(s) and offer your donations.   
 
  

 

http://shesasassylady.blogspot.com/2015/09/sympathy-card.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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2021 and COVID 
 

STOP - Wear a Mask - Wash Your Hands  
 
 
 
 
 
New signs went up at the church a few weeks ago. They are attention getting and warrant comment 
from the Regathering Committee. One sign says simply STOP. This is to remind you that the church 
building is closed except for official business. We cannot approve even small gatherings of any kind at 
this time. The decision to restrict use is not made lightly, and yet, we are aware of official suggestions 
to limit in-person gatherings. We want to protect our members and prevent spread of the virus by 
adhering to safe practices. Some people, staff, leaders, and others will be coming and going to gather 
resources, distribute mission offerings, attend to bookkeeping, office tasks and building maintenance. 
The purpose of the signs is a reminder of the seriousness of the risk and the need to follow 
guidelines.  So, STOP. Ask if this trip is necessary and limit your time.  
 
The second sign is a reminder first and foremost to wear a mask at all times, even when no-one else 
is in the building. We have learned that the virus is airborne and transmitted primarily by tiny 
droplets which may stay suspended in air for hours. It is important for your own protection and for 
those who may come into the building after you to wear a mask for everyone’s safety. Also 
remember to wash your hands and use sanitizer to disinfect.  
 
The Nursery School reopened on January 19, limiting participation to students and staff only. No 
parents or siblings will enter the building.  Do not enter the Nursery School area for any reason 
while the school is in operation. During this time, should you be in the building for any reason and 
find yourself in need of bathroom facilities, please use the one in the narthex. 
 
You may be wondering what is on the agenda for the Regathering Committee for the future. We will 
continue to meet and monitor the situation. We are aware of the increased risk of spread of the virus 
as the number of cases has dramatically increased recently. Like you, we all hope for the day when 
the vaccine becomes widely available, case numbers fall and when it will be safe for us to gather once 
again. Hopefully, a few months into the New Year 2021 we can begin to plan next steps and the 
precautions that might continue. We will be watching news and following advice of the scientific 
community and we will keep you advised as we approach that time. In the meantime. Stay safe. Wear 
your mask. Be well.  

 
 
Our Telephone Tree Care Team continues to make bi-weekly 

calls to members of our congregation to check on your well-being. 

Sue Borger continues to lead the prayer chain; if you have a special prayer request, please call Sue at 
484.695.7954 or send her an email at borgersusan@yahoo.com.  She will then pass the prayer 
requests along to our congregation. 

mailto:borgersusan@yahoo.com
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… from Anita Adams for all the prayers, phone calls and cards she and her family 

received on Ray’s passing.  They are truly appreciative of their “amazing church 
family.” 
 
… from the Mission Team for your 

generosity during the non-perishable food collection at the 
January drive-thru communion.  More than 125 items were 
donated to the Ecumenical Food Bank!  
 
 
Congratulations to Grant Field, 
the winner of the Pandemic 
Survival Basket. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Gifts and Offerings - During these months of church closure and separation, we gather to 
worship every Sunday morning on Zoom, remembering our connection to one another across time 
and space. We are grateful for your support of the church with your online contributions and 
offerings mailed to the church office.  These offerings allow our ministry and mission to continue in 
this time when we must be physically distant.  We assure you that the mailbox is a locked receptacle 
and that someone is in the office every week to receive and open the mail and take the offerings to 
the bank.  Please feel free to drop your envelopes into the mailbox during the week or mail your 
offering to the church office.  You may also make secure contributions online using the following 
link Make A Gift.   

 
Leadership Circle 

 
The following positions were confirmed during the January 31, 2021 
Congregational Meeting: 
 
Officers: Moderator – Sheri Stephens 
  Vice Moderator - OPEN 

    Immediate Past Moderator – Janine Hensinger 
    Recording Secretary/Financial Secretary – Sue Borger 
    Treasurer/Finance & Budget Repr. – Bonnie Marmon 
 
   At-Large Members: Linda Altrichter 
    Diane Borman 
    Jayne Christman 
    Randy Seyler 
 
             Newly-Elected Elder: Sue Roth 

https://uccgreenawalds.org/make-a-gift/
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Thank you to outgoing Leadership Circle members:   Mark Griffith (Immediate Past Moderator), 
Glenn Horlacher (Finance & Budget), Mark Miller (At-Large) and Bart Tizio (At-Large)! 
 
 

Ministry Teams serve as a group who choose their own leadership for purposes of convening 
meetings. This person is not expected to attend meetings of the Leadership Circle. Instead, they will 
provide an update to L.C. on a regular basis.  All church members are encouraged to participate on a 
team of their choosing that aligns with their passions, interests, and skills. 
 
Some of the logistics with regards to education and training of this new style of leadership were 
limited this past year by the restraints of the pandemic which delayed enforcing this new model.  We 
ask for your patience and grace as we live into this new model which we believe more closely meets 
today’s needs and volunteer availability.  To begin the education process, Pastor Judy invites 
everyone to a Zoom session following the February 7th church service, to discuss this new 
concept.  It would be extremely helpful if at least one current member of each Ministry Team attends 
this session along with everyone that wants to get a better understanding of where they will 
participate. 
 
Leadership Circle asks again this year that all members prayerfully consider how you can step forward 
and help our church in some capacity.  Afterall, it is a covenant we all committed to when we became 
members of this church. There are many things that go on that don’t require a big time commitment 
but is very important work.  Over the years, it has become increasingly difficult to get volunteers, but 
if we all help in some way, things can get done.   

      

Nursery School    
The Nursery School reopened on January 19, 2021 with 14 students (seven in each class), which is the 
maximum allowed adhering to spacing limitations.   We are still collecting items for the used clothing 
drive.  The date for pick up is TBD in the Spring. 

 
 
Sponsorship of Bulletins, Clip-Art Flowers or Echoes – Would you like to sponsor bulletins or 

Echoes or perhaps a clip-art flower arrangement?  The cost for sponsoring the weekly bulletin is $10; 
flower clip-art is $10; and the monthly Echoes is $20.  Please contact Sue Borger (484-695-7954) with 
a specific date and occasion.  Your sponsorships help pay for the additional postage needed to mail 
bulletins and Echoes during this time of virtual worship.   Thank you! 

 
 

FISH Meal Program 
The FISH Meal Program remains active in providing meals to church members as needed.  Such needs 
include illness, surgeries, passing of loved ones, assistance during COVID, etc.  If you would like a meal 
prepared/delivered to you, contact Sue Sawyer, 610.395.1571. 
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LADIES IN FAITH TOGETHER 

 
A small group of LIFT members met via Zoom and have scheduled the following events: 
 

Saturday, February 27, 9:00 am  Discussion about Amanda Gorman’s inauguration poem*  
       (and Super Bowl poem), via ZOOM (or phone) 
 
    * Poem can be found online, as well as in January 21  
 The Morning Call.  Pastor Judy will also show on screen  

during the Zoom meeting.  If you would like a copy of the 
poem(s)  sent to you, contact Sandy Lakatosh, 
610.570.3421. 

 
Saturday, March 13, 9:00 am   Card Party (address cards/notes to shut-ins), via ZOOM 

 
Saturday, April 24, 9:00 am  Movement/Exercise class, via ZOOM 

 
Sunday, May 23, 12:30 pm  Presentation by Pastor Judy on Domestic Violence.  Will be 

social-distancing event at Sue Sawyer’s home.  Bring your 
own lunch and lawn chair. 

 
             Sunday, September 26, time TBD    Campfire for a Cause at Sue Sawyer’s home.  Cause  

 to be identified later. 
 
Stay tuned for additional events/activities to be scheduled later. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are closing in on the printing of our informal Member Directory!  If you have 
not yet done so, please send your photo(s) to: 
 
Email them to pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com or  

         Send by text to Pastor Judy at 484-705-5710 or 

         Mail to church office at 2325 Albright Avenue, Allentown, PA 18104 

You might be receiving a phone call to arrange for a quick visit to your front door – for a social 

distancing photo opportunity!  Your cooperation and participation are very much appreciated! 

mailto:pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com


9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are four families in the program; three families are staying in a local hotel; one family is in an 
apartment.  Families are nearing graduation, but they are in need of affordable housing. 
 
UCCG is signed up to host the week of March 21-27; we likely won’t host in our church but will help 
them monetarily instead. 
 
On February 11 at 7:00 p.m., Roslyn Kuba (Executive Director) will host a Zoom session for FP host 
church coordinators and volunteers to meet and get acquainted.  ALL are invited.  If interested, 
contact Sue Roth, 610.554.2781, for Zoom instructions. 
 
The 2021 Homecoming is scheduled for Thursday, March 25th at 6:00 p.m.  This virtual event is all 
about recognizing volunteers and giving back to the community during this time of COVID. 
 

 A $25 donation will allow donors 48-hour 
advance access to the auction. 
 

 The auction will consist of such things as: 
 

o Gift certifications for grocery stores 
 

o Gift certificates to restaurants 
 

o Services: 
 i.e., a lawyer is donating his time to 

prepare a will. 
 i.e., could be a mechanic that provides 

some type of service. 
 i.e., could be a beautician that 

provides a defined service. 
 
 
If you are able to provide a gift card or service for this 
Homecoming event, please contact Sue Roth, 
610.554.2781. 
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Congregation Pledge of Nonviolence 
  
 
 

Making peace must start within ourselves, in our families, and in our congregation.   
Each of us, members of United Church of Christ Greenawalds, 

commit ourselves as best we can to become nonviolent and peaceable people. 
 

Respect Self and Others 
To respect myself, to affirm others and to avoid uncaring criticism, 

hateful words, physical attacks and self-destructive behavior. 
 

Communicate Better 
To share my feelings honestly, to look for safe ways to express my anger, 

and to work at solving problems peacefully. 
 

Listen Carefully 
To listen carefully to one another, especially those who disagree with me, 

and to consider others' feelings and needs rather than insist on having my own way. 
 

Forgive 
To apologize and make amends when I have hurt another, 

to forgive others, and to keep from holding grudges. 
 

Respect Nature 
To treat the environment and all living things with respect and care. 

 

Recreate Nonviolently 
To promote athletic and recreational activities that encourage cooperation 

and to avoid social activities that make violence look exciting, funny or acceptable. 
 

Act Courageously 
To challenge violence in all its forms whenever I encounter it, whether at home, at work,  

in the congregation, or in the community, and to stand with others who are treated unfairly. 
 
 
 

This is our pledge. This is our goal.  
Institute for Peace and Justice ppjn@aol.com  www.ipj-ppj.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ipj@ipj-ppj.org
http://www.ipj-ppj.org/
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 February  2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

 

2 
 

3 4 
 

  

  7:30 pm – Zoom 

  All Elders Mtg 

5 
 

6 
 

7  
Zoom Worship 
9:30 am Sun. School 
10:00 am Fellowship 
10:30 am Worship 
 (incl. communion) 
 
After worship, 
Discuss Leadership 
Circle and Ministry 
Team Structures 

8 
        

 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 4:00 pm – Zoom 
 Leadership 
 Circle Meeting 
 
 7:00 pm – Zoom 
 Mtg with FP   
 Exec Director, 
 Roslyn Kuba 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Zoom Worship 
9:30 am Sun. School 
10:00 am Fellowship 
10:30 am Worship  
 
  
 

15  
 

16 
 

17 
 

 

 

 7:00 pm – Zoom    
Ash Wednesday 

worship 

18 
 

 

 

  

19  
 

20 
 

21  
Zoom Worship 
9:30 am Sun. School 
10:00 am Fellowship 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 3:00 pm – Drive-thru 
Communion (Soup!) 

22 
 

 

 

23  
 

 

 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

25        
 

  

26 
 

 

 

27 
 

 9:00 am – Zoom 
 LIFT discussion 
 of Amanda  
 Gorman’s  poems 
 

28 

Zoom Worship 
9:30 am Sun. School 
10:00 am Fellowship 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

    

Valentine's Day, also called Saint Valentine's Day or the Feast of Saint Valentine, is 
celebrated annually on February 14. It originated as a Western Christian feast 
day honoring the early Christian martyr Saint Valentine and is recognized as a significant 
cultural, religious, and commercial celebration of romance and love in many regions of the 
world. 

The Feast of Saint Valentine was established by Pope Gelasius I in AD 496 to be celebrated on February 
14 in honor of Saint Valentine of Rome, who died on that date in AD 269. The day became associated with 
romantic love in the 14th and 15th centuries when notions of courtly love flourished, apparently by 
association with the "lovebirds" of early spring. In 18th-century England, it grew into an occasion in which 
couples expressed their love for each other by presenting flowers, offering confectionery, and sending 
greeting cards (known as "valentines"). Valentine's Day symbols that are used today include the heart-
shaped outline, doves, and the figure of the winged Cupid.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Valentine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gelasius_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courtly_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_selection_in_birds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cupid
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OUR STAFF       
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 
pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com      

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 
Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-794-6056 home 
Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 
Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

             Nursery School      610-435-5467 
                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org                  FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 
Pastor Judy is currently working in her home office.    

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            
 
                    Church Secretary Office Hours are Tuesday, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

(Other hours, from home.  Call as necessary.) 
 

Hospital Code   #439 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee 
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit 

information and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at 
churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sandy Lakatosh at sjlakatosh@rcn.com. 

 

The February 2021 edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

Ray & Linda Roche in loving memory of son, Todd Roche 
 

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot 
attend church regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the 
news, our mission and upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 
Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. 
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication 
information. 
 
                                                 Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship. 
 

 

mailto:pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:sjlakatosh@rcn.com

