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                    UNITED CHURCH 

                         OF CHRIST 
                GREENAWALDS 

 

 
 
 
“And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, 
and exercised, and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of 
being, and were still.  And listened more deeply.  Some meditated, some 
prayed, some danced.  Some met their shadows.  And the people began to 
think differently. 
 
“And the people healed.  And in the absence of people living in ignorant, 
dangerous, mindless and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 
 
“And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they 
grieved their losses, made new choices, and dreamed new images, and 
created new ways to live, and healed the earth fully, as they had been 
healed.” 

- by Kitty O’Meara 
 

 
+   +   +   +   + 

 
… And the people continue to social distance, and continue to wear masks, 
and continue to wash their hands, and continue to follow the rules to stay 
at home and continue to be smart about where to venture in the community. 
And the people will continue to fill the food pantry, and donate diapers, 
formula, and hygiene items.  And will continue to share what they can for 
those who are struggling with no job.  And the people will continue to pray, 
for God is our strength and our hope.  God is with us in all things …  

Echoes 
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Greetings from the Pastor … 
 

Greetings from my new, remote office in my apartment. It’s the end of May, over two months 
into our experience of social distancing. By now our new schedules have perhaps become 
routine for many of us. But for some the isolation is getting old and they are ready for a change.  
And yet, the realities of living in the era of a pandemic have just begun to sink in. We do not 
know when it will be safe for us to gather again in person for worship and other activities. We do 
know that until there is a vaccine and more effective treatments, those who have not already 
had the disease remain at risk … that is most of us. We must continue to exercise caution in our 
plans going forward.  
 
The Leadership Circle has agreed to be cautious. They are listening to the news that gathering 
indoors in enclosed areas for an extended period of time places people at higher risk of 
infection. The virus seems to remain viable for long periods suspended in air. Activities like 
singing or unison reading project the particles at great distance, even as much as sneezing. We 
are also aware that a large proportion of those usually in attendance in worship are of an age 
that puts them at high risk of serious illness and complications if exposed. Along with leaders of 
the UCC and the PNEC, I urge us to consider the needs of the vulnerable. When we say all are 
welcome, we want also to be sure they are safe.   
 
You might wonder, what does this mean for us? What is left? The answer is that the church is 
still active and faithfully coming together in praise and worship of God and in active outreach 
and mission serving our neighbors. Attendance at Sunday worship via Zoom is holding steady, 
even higher than other years at this time. A number of those who have been unable to attend in 
the recent past are with us now each Sunday. Though not the same as being together in person, 
Zoom has the advantage of a sense of immediacy, of seeing and hearing one another. 
 
Sunday marks the beginning of the Season of Pentecost. Many celebrate the day as the birthday 
of the church. But the church that was created on Pentecost was not a building but rather a 
gathering of souls. It was a sending out into the world in mission as envisioned by Jesus and 
understood by the disciples through the power of God’s Spirit at work in them. It is a sending of 
us today even though the work is done with care and much of it remotely. 
 
I think it’s especially important for us to remember those humble beginnings of the church in 
these days when we are disconnected from the places we thought of as church. From within 
their homes a Telephone Tree Care Team has taken shape calling members each week to be 
sure everyone has someone to call if they are in need. We want to be sure you have someone to 
assist with supplies if you are unable to go on your own. We can be a listening ear if boredom, 
frustration, or grief at the multitude of losses becomes overwhelming. But don’t wait for the call 
if something is urgently in need of attention. I’m just a phone call away.  
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The message of Pentecost pushes us beyond our current circumstances. We are called to attend 
to what God is doing in our time. This is not to suggest that God is the cause of our separation, 
but that God enables us to imagine possibilities within our changed conditions. A favorite hymn 
of the Spirit reminds us not to get comfortable (perhaps even suggesting that we had become 
too comfortable with the way things were and had been). Some would say the need for change 
has been evident for some time, now we have greater motivation to see it through. We are 
encouraged to think of what we are meant to become with these words of the chorus: 
 

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free. 
Spirit, Spirit of Restlessness, stir me from placidness wind on the sea.  

 
Already, the Mission Team has heard the Spirit stirring, seeing the need in the local and wider 
community. We do not need to be located inside our building to do the work God calls us to. We 
respond from our homes through our offerings and from our trips to market with food and 
shampoo and diapers … and … and … and … See more about this in another part of this 
newsletter.  
 
Strengthen the Church, one of the five offerings of the United Church of Christ, provides 
another opportunity to imagine where God is at work. We collect this special offering each 
Pentecost. Strengthen the Church funds are used to assist new churches and to provide funding 
for established churches in support of new visions and renewed vitality. In the PNEC coaches are 
trained to assist churches and their leaders through these funds. In places across the country 
new churches bring the message of God’s love and care to many diverse communities.  
 
Many new church starts begin without a fixed location or address, rather grounding themselves 
by identifying the mission to which they are called. They meet for a season, or permanently, in 
homes or rented or donated space, prioritizing the mission bricks and mortar. In the greater 
Boston area, Phoenix Rising United Church of Christ in Haverhill, Massachusetts was the 
brainchild of my seminary friend Donna Spencer Collins and is thriving ten years later. Hope 
United Church (UCC/DOC) in Georgetown, Texas began with a handful of members led by Ron 
Trimmer when I lived in Austin, sponsored by two UCC churches in North Austin. It has grown 
dramatically. Both churches provide places of radical welcome and hospitality. Often folks who 
have felt out of place or experienced judgement and exclusion find a place of acceptance, a 
home for broken souls in these new churches.  
 
This year my Iowa friends, Dave and Susan Sickelka, are setting off on a new mission. After 30+ 
years each in ministry, they envision a new community, beginning as a house church just blocks 
away from the Central Michigan University campus in Mt. Pleasant. They will set up shop over 
the summer listening closely to the needs of their community as together they learn where God 
is leading the fledgling church. Their experience in ecumenical and interfaith relationships will 
be an asset to the university community as young people explore their place today and in 
tomorrow’s world.  
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All this is to say that we are learning to live with uncertainty, and God is at work in the world 
creating new life. We cannot yet imagine what the church of the future will look like. We do 
know that we are strengthening our connections to the community and to one another across 
the distance today and God goes with us into tomorrow. God is our hope, now and always.  

                                                                                     Pastor Judy 

 
 

 

On Our Hearts with Concern 
 

 

Dale Christman - Assisted Living @ Luther Crest  Bob Moser – at home 
Mary Christman – Rehab at LVHN 17th & Chew         Doris Nissen – at home 
Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home    Doris Shaver – Heather Glen  
Eleanor Limpar – at home     Naomi Thomas – at home 
Phyllis Meckes – Blue Mountain Nursing/Rehab  Geri Yarnall – at home    
Mae Moyer – at home      Bernice Ziegler – Country Meadows 

 

We Extend our Sympathy to: 
 

Eileen & Keith Cleaver and Darryl & Annette Fatzinger 

on the passing of Eileen’s and Darryl’s older sister, Brenda Horn. 
 

Sophie Maurer on the loss of her older sister, Ann Blum. 
 

Ray and Linda Roche on the death of Ray’s mother, Jean Roche. 
 

Dolly Smith on the passing of her oldest brother, Owen Bastian, Jr. 

 
Telephone Tree Care Team 
Our Telephone Tree Care Team (instituted by Pastor Judy at the start of the pandemic and 
church closure in March) continues to make weekly calls to members of our congregation to 
check on your well-being and be sure you aren’t in need of groceries or other items.  The 
Telephone Tree meets by Zoom every Friday night to discuss the calls made and be sure we’re 
aware of any needs throughout the congregation. 
 
Thank you to Jane and Larry Bear, Jan Becker, Sue Borger, Pastor Judy Brandon, 
Annette Fatzinger, Karen Griffith, Marie Harris, Janine Hensinger, Michael Huffman, Bonnie 
Marmon, Donna McHugh, Linda and Charlie Roeder, Sue Roth, Bob Thomas, and Ray Ward for 
their commitment to the work of our church family.   
 
Sue Borger continues to lead the prayer chain; if you have a special prayer request, please call 
Sue at 484-695-7954 or send her an email at borgersusan@yahoo.com.  She will then pass the 
prayer requests along to our congregation. 

mailto:borgersusan@yahoo.com


5 

 

   

   Our Sunday Worship continues via Zoom.com from your computer or  
   telephone, each Sunday at 10:30 am.  You may log on at 10:00 am for 

conversation and fellowship one half hour prior to worship service. 
 

 
Worship – What’s up with Zoom? How was this method chosen and why? 
 

In mid-March I began to look for options for online worship anticipating social isolation for 
COVID-19. I signed up for a workshop intended to teach the basics of video recording worship 
and publishing on the internet via Facebook or YouTube. I was struck by the presenter’s wisdom 
of inviting us first to consider our community, its needs and technical abilities, and our goals. In 
short, by the end of her presentation I had realized we would be better served by worshipping in 
the online meeting space Zoom and similar platforms provide. Now I had a plan and could 
concentrate on, learning about one product.  
 

What Zoom provides:  

• Immediacy and Connection – we see and hear those with whom we gather in real time 

• Variety and Flexibility – live participation and/or recorded music and video 

• Inclusion – unlike Facebook and YouTube people can participate via landline telephones 

• Recording – for editing and later publication online (to date, we have rarely done this) 
 

Zoom prioritizes one voice at a time which is both an asset and leads to its major limitation.  
 
Limitations:  

• Inability to transmit speaking in unison or singing together as we would in person 
o Your internet speed: Each of our plans is different and reception is dependent on 

competing demands for service. 
o Your internet provider: Internet providers have differing speed of transmission, 

again with competing demands for service, speeding up or slowing down the 
process at various times. 

o Competing voices: When we unmute all voices, zoom picks up whoever gets there 
first, recognizing dominant voices. A loud consonant is picked up first. When one 
person pauses, takes a breath, or there is simply a break between words Zoom 
picks that up and may switch to another voice that is heard in that short instant. 
The result is the stuttering cacophony we’ve all experienced.  

o Muting voices: So, we mute everyone when worship begins asking participants to 
unmute for their part in the service.  

• Access – challenge of including those who might wish to visit 
 

Security – This is a concern that we have addressed by providing links and passwords in 
separate mail or email. We will not post these publicly. Having fellowship time at the beginning 
allows us to identify everyone as they enter to minimize the relatively small risk of disruptive 
unwanted intruders.  
 

It’s not perfect, but I believe it’s the best option at present. Please invite others and let us know 
to expect a guest, but don’t publish a link or password publicly. Be patient with the fellowship 
time as we learn how to participate. We are working to make our worship and meetings go more 
smoothly and to include many voices as we gather in worship and praise.  
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 Important Message from the Leadership Circle 

It's been over two months since we held a Sunday worship service in our church 
building; since we've been able to see one another in person; since we had 

Nursery School children in our classrooms; since we hosted Scouts and the Quilting Chicks 
in Fellowship Hall; and since we've held meetings of any kind in our building.  During this 
time, your Leadership Circle has been meeting regularly via Zoom to discuss the business 
of the church.   
 
None of us could ever have anticipated the challenges of this year of living a 
pandemic.  We have begun a journey to an unseen destination without a map to guide 
us.  We do not know when and how it will end.  During the time since our physical church 
has closed, Pastor Judy and Sue have been very busy keeping various communications 
and services going. Unfortunately, without having church in the physical building, there is 
no work for Michael and Sonny. They remained on the payroll through March. After much 
discussion and a great deal of regret, they were furloughed at the beginning of April.  Last 
week, UCC Greenawalds was blessed to have been awarded a grant through the CARES 
Act that allows us to reinstate Michael and Sonny for eight weeks.  We would also like to 
thank you, our congregation, for continuing to send your offerings.  We will keep you 
informed as our situation changes. 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our 2020 graduates! 
 
Emily Bear, granddaughter of Jane and Larry Bear, will graduate from Northampton High School.  
She will attend Northampton Community College, majoring in elementary education. 
 

Olivia Leaney, daughter of Darryl and Patti (Auman) Leaney, will graduate with honors from 
Ancaster High School, Ancaster, Ontario.  Olivia will be attending Queen’s University in Kingston, 
Ontario. 
 

Coby Lindenmuth, son of Carla Lindenmuth and Jim Lindenmuth, will graduate from Parkland 
High School.  Coby plans to attend Temple University Honors College, majoring in music 
education, with a classical double bass concentration. 
 

Kathryn Mertz, daughter of Karen and Keith Mertz, will graduate from LCCC with a degree in 
kitchen and bath design. 



7 

 

3 GREAT LOVES LOVE OF CREATION! 
 

 
 
 
Mission Update . . . what has continued . . . and how can we help in the community? 

Many of us are looking for ways to help the community during this unprecedented time of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  It has been challenging as so many organizations have ceased 
operation.  

What has continued through this time of COVID-19 pandemic? 

Our Little Free Pantry is seeing increased use!  This was our hope. Many of the items have 
been depleted and we are replenishing them weekly.  We are in need of items to replenish what 
is being taken. 

Since the Shelter in Place order was issued, we have made two deliveries to Jordan Lutheran’s 
pantry.  

Our Lenten offering was donated to the Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank, Allentown’s 
only daily food bank. The food bank is currently operating on a limited basis. As of May 4th, they 
are operating on Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays to 80 families each day.     

What has not been happening? 

Due to the pandemic, Family Promise is operating on a revised and very limited capacity. Two 
families who were with us when last we hosted in March are still with the program, being housed 
at a reduced rate in a nearby hotel. They are in the process of looking for housing. 

Jim Byrnes' role with the organization in now limited to fundraising.  Roslyn Kuba was recently 
hired as Executive Director and is hard at work becoming familiar with the local and national 
organizations. New guests are not being accepted at this time and Family Promise is not 
certain when this will change and how they will operate going forward.   

How can UCCG help in the community? 

Resurrected Life Community Church, UCC, Penn Northeast Conference’s most recent 
member is located in downtown Allentown and is stepping up to reach out to those in need 
there. The inner city has been hit relatively hard by the virus both in terms of the people who've 
tested positive for COVID-19 as well as all of the other ancillary effects like loss of income, 
health, and basic necessities. 

We will partner with Resurrected Life by contributing to their program needs. You may 
participate by sending a monetary donation* (and the mission team will do the shopping) or you 
may provide one or more of the following items**: 
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1.    Non-perishable food items, such as soup & canned goods, beans, rice, cereal, peanut 
butter, etc.     NO outdated items. 

2.    Diapers, wipes & formula (Similac Advance or Similac Sensitive powdered formulas) 

3.    Hygiene and feminine products (The products we previously collected for PNEC spring 
meeting will be redirected to this program.) 

4.    Masks (if anyone is making masks at home, we’d be happy to accept them) 

 *  Monetary donations (checks payable to UCC Greenawalds, marked “COVID) can be 
mailed to the church, dropped off in the church mailbox or made on-line.    

** Purchased items for either of these mission projects may be dropped off at the church on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings between 9 & 11 a.m.  Place your bagged items on the covered 
porch outside the Christian Ed wing, next to the Little Free Pantry. Church members will make 
deliveries to Resurrected Life every two weeks.  If you have a preference where your donations 
go, please mark the bags with Resurrected Life Community Church or Little Free Pantry. 
 
If you have any questions about these mission projects, please contact a member of the Mission 
Team:   Janine Hensinger, 610-662-0266  Donna Field, 610-440-0798 
             Karen Griffith, 610-703-0826   Sue Roth, 610-554-2781 
 

 
Our plastic recycling project has been an overwhelming SUCCESS! 
The goal was to collect 500 lbs. within 6 months and as of this writing, we 
have more than met our goal, totaling 540 lbs. in 5 months! 
 

We will continue the Tuesday 9-11 am drop off until June 2.  That will be the last day to 
bring your plastic to the church porch.   
 
This project was designed to be a lesson of awareness to help our environment and see 
what actually goes into your trash unnecessarily.  We have done our part to help the 
earth and RECYCLED!  Please continue to collect these plastics and deliver them to your 
local grocery store, any one that has a container at their entrance (Weis, Giant, Walmart 
to name a few).  The same rules apply what is acceptable for the store containers. 
 
It has been labor-intensive to weigh and deliver bags of plastic each week, so we 
especially want to thank Janine & Gary Hensinger and Donna & Grant Field for their 
commitment to get it done, as well as others not named who may have helped. 

We have no idea when our Trex outdoor bench will arrive, so hopefully if we get to 
church this summer, we can take turns trying it out.  Again, THANK YOU to all! 
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UCCG is scheduled to host in September.  As noted in the Mission Report, future Family 
Promise plans are not known at this time. 

 

 
From Lancaster Theological Seminary - Thank you for your gift in support of the 
ministry of education at our seminary, to educate and nurture leaders to join 
God’s redemptive and liberating work. 
 

From Greater Valley YMCA - Thank you for your generous donation of $482 in support of the Allentown 
Warming Station, providing life-saving resources for our community people in need. 
 
From Meals on Wheels of the Greater LV - Thank you for your generous donation of $351 that will go a 
long way to help improve the health, well-being and independence of vulnerable seniors and people 
with disabilities.   
 
From Family Promise of LV - Thank you for your recent donation of $134 for families who were in a 
desperate situation that will now receive hope of a better future.  Your support shows the strong 
commitment you have made to improve the lives of homeless children and their families here in the 
Lehigh Valley. 
 
From Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank - Thank you for your donation of $1,365 to provide food 
assistance to 900+ low-income households monthly in the Allentown area.  We are proud to consider 
you a partner and supporter of our food bank and could not accomplish what we do without the 
generosity of people like you. 
 
From Eileen & Keith Cleaver and Family - Thank you to all for your heartfelt condolences and cards on 
the passing of our sister, Brenda Horn.  It is uplifting to know we have such a wonderful church family 
and friends.  Although it has been a difficult and surreal time, your wishes touched our hearts and made 
this untraveled journey easier. Thank you and everyone please stay safe.  
 
From Darryl & Annette Fatzinger - Thank you to everyone who sent cards and said prayers during the 
loss of Darryl's sister, Brenda Horn, and Annette's Aunt Rose Fioravanti.  Our dog Rebee is on the mend 
and limping is at a minimum now. We are both very grateful we have such a loving church family. You 
are precious and appreciated. 
 
From Annette Fatzinger - Thank you to those who made and/or sent retirement cards to Darryl. They 
are super great and brought a smile to my heart as much as it did for Darryl. It's great to see at our ages, 
we still exhibit some creativity.  
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LADIES IN FAITH TOGETHER 

 

Since many of our planned events had to be cancelled, this is the next event that may happen: 
 

Campfire for a Cause 
Sunday, September 27th - 6:00 pm 

At the home of Sue Sawyer 
Hygiene products and Children’s books will be collected for a Women’s shelter  

(to be determined) 
 

Greenawalds Halloween Parade is planned for October 31st  
LIFT plans to participate again 

 

********************************** 
 

The Installation Service for Bonnie Bates, PNEC Conference Minister, has been 

postponed until November 7th and will be included as part of the program for 

the PNEC Annual Meeting. 

                                 

                                  ********************************** 

 
A good laugh is like manure to a farmer – it doesn’t do any good until you spread it around. 

 

                                  ********************************** 
 

A Smile … 
A smile costs nothing but gives much. It enriches those who receive without making poorer those who 

give. It takes but a moment, but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever.  
 

None is so rich or might that he can get along without it, and none is so poor that he cannot be made rich 

by it. A smile creates happiness in the home, fosters goodwill in business and is the countersign of 

friendship.  
 

It brings rest to the weary, cheer to the discouraged, sunshine to the sad, and is nature's best antidote for 

trouble. Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed, or stolen, for it is something that is of no value to 

anyone until it is given away.  
 

Some people are too tired to give you a smile. Give them one of yours, as none needs a smile so much as 

he who has no more to give.  

 

~ John Bisner 
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Here comes Summer!  If you cannot go to the real beach, why not spend time on your black beach 
(driveway) and meet with your neighbors … does the spirit good to be with people even if 6 feet apart. 
                                      

OUR STAFF       
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 

pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com      

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 

Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-433-6563 home 

Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 

Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

            Nursery School      610-435-5467 

                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org                 FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 

Pastor Judy is currently working in her home office.    

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            

 

Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday & Thursdays, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. 

A volunteer is available in the office on Friday mornings. 

Hospital Code   #439 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee 

chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit information 

and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or 

to Donna Field dgfield67@yahoo.com. 

 

 

The June/July 2020 edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

 

Mae Moyer 

In memory of loved ones. 

 
Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend 

church regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our 

mission and upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. You 

may sign the chart in the Narthex, including your dedication information. 

 

                                                 Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship. 

 

 

mailto:pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:dgfield67@yahoo.com

