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                    UNITED CHURCH 

                         OF CHRIST 
                GREENAWALDS 

 

 

 
 

 

Lord of all, 

Bless our families. 

Be they formed by blood or by circumstance,  

Make them holy. 

 

May we find you 

 In our relationships, in our marriages, in our families, in our households, 

in our communities, and in our global humanity. 

 

May we look across all that divides us and see family,  

And embrace as a family does, and love as a family ought to. 

 

For where two or three gather in your name,  

There are You. 

Amen! 

 

 

 

Echoes 

   JANUARY 2020 
2020182MARmmmm
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New Year Message… 
 

2020:  Be it therefore resolved …   
 
I’m not usually one for New Year’s Resolutions, but this year is going to be different.  I’ve noticed 
how my life was enriched by the practice of setting an intention for Lent last year. Remember?  
We placed stones on the altar to represent our Lenten practice and intention.  I wanted to spend 
more time in celebrating the work and the joys of our community of faith.  Naming and sharing 
that intention worked its way into many areas of my life, and I began to notice the ways folks 
around me were also celebrating.  One of my favorites was evident in the numerous times our 
church moderator, Mark Griffith, brought gratitude into the conversation in Ministry Council 
meetings and in addressing the congregation.  Thanks, Mark, for your example and inspiration.  
 
My idea for this New Year, I’m not waiting till Lent though I may add something then, was 
inspired by looking around the sanctuary Christmas Eve.  I saw and celebrated so many joyful 
people gathered in worship.  Many of the folks were people I did not recognize. I found myself 
wanting to know all of them (some who may regularly receive and read this newsletter), to hear 
the stories of those who were new to me.  I wanted to learn about their families and their 
needs, their hopes and dreams, the sources of their passion for their work and their personal 
spirituality.  But this is more than simple curiosity on my part.  I am aware that there are so 
many places that are not welcoming today, places where suspicion and anger take hold.  I want 
to be clear that Christ’s church, his table, are safe and the invitation is always open.  So I have 
decided to spend some time focusing on hospitality and welcome this year. And I need your 
help. 
 
While our current method of recording attendance by signing pew pads is relatively accurate 
and reflects the presence of members and regular attendees, we seem to be missing out on 
connecting with visitors and members who attend periodically.  Let’s brainstorm how best to 
create a practice of noting and following up new or returning attendees.  If there is someone 
who hasn’t been here for a while extend a special welcome, offer to introduce us, and/or drop a 
note in my office mailbox asking if I had an opportunity to meet them.  
 
If you read this newsletter and haven’t been able to attend often; if you were here Christmas; if 
it’s been a while, and we have not had an opportunity to meet, please give me a call (484-705-
5710) or drop me an email (pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com).  I’d love to sit with you over a cup of 
tea or coffee so we can get to know one another.  I intend/resolve this year to broaden the 
welcome.  Will you commit to work alongside me in this effort?  I welcome your input and ideas.  
Hope, Peace, and Joy be yours in this New Year.  

Pastor Judy 
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Sunday, January 5                                          10:30 AM    WORSHIP 
Holy Communion  
 
Sunday, January 12                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP  
 

    Sunday, January 19                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP 
 
    Sunday, January 26                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP 
 
Hospitality for Fellowship is one half hour prior to worship service. 
 

 

 
On Our Hearts with Concern 

 

Mary Christman – Devon House              Doris Nissen – at home 
Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home   Doris Shaver – Country Meadows 
Phyllis Meckes – Blue Mountain Nursing/Rehab Naomi Thomas – at home 
Mae Moyer – recovering at home   Geri Yarnall – at home    
       Bernice Ziegler – Country Meadows 

 
With Sympathy 

To Linda, Charlie, Matt and Nelly Roeder and their family on the death of their son, husband,  

and brother, Jason Roeder, on December 15, 2019. 

 
To Ray and Terry Ward and family on the death of Ray’s mother, Nancy A. Ward, on December 18, 2019. 

 

***************************************************************** 
 

From the Mission Team for your generosity with our Helping Hands Christmas 

project for Bethany Children’s Home.  There were many great gifts for the children 

that were delivered the week before Christmas.  Thank you - Janine! 
 

From the LIFT Group for purchasing Cheese Balls for our first attempt at this fundraiser.  We hope 
you liked them!  Our efforts produced $300 to pay off the FH flooring.    
 

From Music & Worship Team to all those who decorated our church and sanctuary (and 
undecorated) for the Christmas season.  
 

From the Roeder Family – Our heartfelt thanks to Pastor Judy and our church family for the kindness 
shown to us during Jason’s hospitalization and subsequent passing.  We appreciate each and every visit, 
card, prayer, FISH meal, and caring thought.  It is truly humbling, yet uplifting, to allow others to help 
carry a burden too heavy to bear alone.  We have been truly blessed … with love from the Roeder 
family.  
 

From Geri Yarnall – I hope you all had a very wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday.  I’ve 
been having a bad time lately, and I thank the Lord for giving me a way to get through the day – every 
day, every moment of the day.  Thank you so much to Sue for sending me the Echoes and weekly 
bulletins.  Thank you to all of you for your thoughts and prayers.  I pray the Lord will be with each and 
every one of you … my dear friends.  God bless all of you (and me)!  With much love, Geri 



4 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MINISTRY COUNCIL – December 12, 2019 
Next meeting January 9 at 3:00 pm 

 

 Next meeting:   Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 3:00 pm 

 Devotions provided by Sue Borger – “Find Jesus in Christmas” 

 Approval of October Council minutes. 

 Ministry Team reports shared by Finance, Treasurer, Mission, and Property. 

 Financial Sect. and Treasurer’s reports accepted with general discussion.   

 Pastor’s Report … no formal report for December.  Pastor Judy spent a major 

portion of her time planning special services – Advent, Longest Night and Christmas 

Eve, as well as special pastoral needs by the Roeder family. 

 Discussed the need to fill open MC positions – Moderator, Employee Relations, 

Music & Worship, and Pastoral Relations.   

 January 26 will be our Annual Congregational Meeting. 

 
 

2020 Ministry Council (our church governing body) – Our Annual Congregational 
Meeting is scheduled for January 26, 2020 during worship.  At this meeting, we will 
review our 2019 annual report, but most importantly, we will be accepting nominations 
of members to serve on our 2020-2021 Ministry Council.  Please prayerfully consider 
serving the church in one of these important responsibilities to our membership/ 
community. 
 

We currently have 7 members on the Ministry Council, and we meet the 2nd Thursday of 
each month during the afternoon, typically for 2 hours and 15 minutes.  We would like to 
add 3 individuals to the team in either an “At –Large” capacity or to fill one of the current 
open positions … Moderator, Employee Relations, Music & Worship, Pastoral Relations. 

 Moderator – facilitates the monthly Council meeting; officer of church 

 Emp. Relations – liaison between Council and our 4 employees 

 Music & Worship – liaison between Council and the M/W  team 

 Pastoral Relations – liaison between Pastor/Congregation/Council 
Please approach Mark Griffith or Pastor Judy, or any of the current Ministry Council 
members with questions.  Our current 7 MC members are:   Mark, Judy, Lee Stephens, 
Bonnie Marmon, Sue Borger, Janine Hensinger, and Glenn Horlacher.  Thank you!! 
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Great News!!!  The Fellowship Hall Flooring Project has been paid off as of 
December 31, 2019 thanks to your generosity and to the cheeseball and kiffle 
fundraisers.  There was more than needed to pay off this debt, so the balance of 
$441 will be used to pay down the new hot water heater expense.  Thank you to 
one and all for this accomplishment! 
 

********************************************* 
 

 

Book Group 
The Book Group we advertised late last year has been cancelled/postponed.  

We ran into difficulty obtaining the book.  More information will follow 

about another book and another date(s). 

 

********************************************* 

 

Lay Readers, Greeters and Hospitality Hosts 
Signup charts have been posted for Lay Readers, Greeters and Hospitality Hosts 
for the coming months.  If you are able to help in any of these areas, please sign 
the charts on the Narthex bulletin board. 
 
Sponsorships Available  
Sponsor charts for Altar Flowers ($35.00), Bulletins ($15.00) and Echoes ($15.00) 
are also posted on the Narthex bulletin board. Feel free to put your signature on 
the chart and payment in the offering plate. 
      
    
Thank you to everyone for your commitment and dedication! 

 
 

********************************************* 
 

Gratitude is the ability to experience life as a gift.  It opens us up to wonder, 

delight and humility.  It makes our hearts generous.  It liberates us from the prison 

of self-preoccupation. 

                                                                                    - John Ortberg 
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“Just show up!” 
 

Exploration Gathering – All Welcome  
 

Getting involved in social justice can be overwhelming. There are so many causes you can 
get behind, varieties of movements, tricky vocabulary words and big names to know — 
and that can make it difficult to know where to start.  

 
But that shouldn't prevent you from joining a movement that revolves around an issue 

you're passionate about. The first step is showing up.  
 
Members of groups or individuals interested in advocacy, justice and social issues:  
• want to work with others who are interested,  
• do not want to duplicate the efforts of other groups,  
• feel isolated in their current setting and do not know who to reach out to,  
• desire an opportunity to learn and share resources,  
• need to garner support for themselves and others as efforts are undertaken.  
 
The Penn Northeast Conference of the United Church of Christ is facilitating an open 
discussion session to begin the exploration to form an inter-faith, non-denominational 
Justice and Advocacy group.  
 
The group will develop and share educational resources with individuals and groups 
seeking to participate in local, national and global issues of justice for all. Based on the 
participation on the team any number of issues may be addressed, but in all cases we will 
act in a non-partisan way, addressing the issues and advocating for improvement and 
corrections of rules, practices, funding, and actions to improve the lives of those affected 
by the issue(s) at hand.  
 

Interested in being part of this group? 
 

Come to the gathering on 
Saturday, January 18, 2020 from 9:30am to 11:00am 

 
Moravian Theological Seminary, Bahnson Center, 1200 Main St, Bethlehem, PA 18018. 
For more info, contact Gary Barraco at garybarraco@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

mailto:garybarraco@verizon.net


7 

 

 
 
 
 

 

3 GREAT LOVES - LOVE OF CREATION! 
 

 Plastic Recycling Program Begins at UCCG in January 
To be good stewards, we all need to be concerned about how we care for our 
environment.  How do we care for our earth and reduce the amount going 
into landfills?  The Mission Team has elected to participate in a national 

recycling program sponsored by the Trex Company, maker of Trex decking and furniture 
materials. They supply containers and information - we provide the needed plastic! 
 
The program recycles those plastic items that you cannot put into your municipal 
recycling receptacles. . . . Plastic grocery bags, overwrap from water bottle cases, 
overwrap from toilet tissue and paper towels,  cereal bags, plastic mailing bags, vegetable 
bags from potatoes, celery, etc., Ziploc baggies, dry cleaning bags and bubble wrap… look 
for flyers and instructions on the bulletin board display in the Narthex. 
 
Containers are located in the Christian Ed entrance.   All items must be clean and dry 
before putting into our containers.  It is easy to save these things during your week and 
bring it along to church on Sundays!  Can we meet the challenge to collect 500 pounds in 
6 months?  We will be weighing and recording our collections, so please do not empty 
the plastic containers at any time.  Let’s do our part to help the earth and RECYCLE! 

********************************************** 

Allentown Warming Center meets at the YM/YWCA building 
You may remember news articles concerning the closing of the Warming Center in 

center city Allentown.  Lehigh County Conference of Churches sponsors an 
appropriate place so that the homeless in the city could have shelter from the cold in 
winter.  A generous donor provided funding for the first year, but additional donations 

are needed to maintain the facility.   
 

The Jubilee Breakfast Ministry complements the Warming Center in providing 
breakfast since soup kitchens are only open later in the day. 
 

Our Second Offering on January 12 & 26 will be designated for supplies at the 
Allentown Warming Center. 
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Next Host Week is January 26 – February 2 
 

Karen Griffith and Colleen Horlacher will be calling soon to fill in the schedule for              
volunteers needed as well as for dinner preparation. 

 

************************************************* 

 

              Parkland Snack Packers meet Wednesday, January 15 at 2:30 pm 

 
************************************************* 

 The Annual Penny Party needs a planning and working committee to 
make it happen in 2020.  A date has not been set, but would probably be 
sometime in March.  The Fields are unable to take the lead this year, but 
have all the instructions to share.  Once we have a date and a lead team, a 

meeting will be held in January to discuss details and share tasks.  This community event 
is well attended and as a fundraiser the proceeds average well over $1,000 each year for 
our church.  Please contact Grant or Donna 610-440-0798 if you can help with organizing 
this event.      

************************************************ 

Nursery School News: 

    Used Clothing Drive – We are once again collecting used clothing and other items, 

including shoes, boots, sheets, towels, blankets, purses, and stuffed animals.  A pick-up 

date will be scheduled in spring 2020, so please start going thru your things now.  You 

may bring all items to the church at any time.  We’ll store them in the Youth Room.  All 

items should be placed in sturdy plastic bags.  Thank you.  

 

************************************************* 
The Ladies in Faith Together had a busy December.  Their trip to the 
Glencairn Museum to tour and view the Nativities was a great experience.   
 

JANUARY 18 – 10:00 AM   Conference Room 
Saturday Breakfast to plan our events for 2020 

Please bring a breakfast item to share if you are able. 
Plates, cups, silverware, napkins, juice and coffee will be provided. 
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”And now we welcome the New Year full of things that have never 

been.”                                                       -  Rainer Marie Wilke 

 
 

 January  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Our Second Offering on January 12 
and 26 will be designated for supplies 
at the Allentown Warming Center. 

1 New Year’s Day 
 

2  
 

 

 

7 PM Cub Scouts 
Committee 
Meeting 

3  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

4  
 

 

 

6PM Cub Scouts 
Pack Meeting 
Bake Off 

5  
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
9:45 AM Choir 
Practice 
10:00 AM 
Hospitality  
10:30 AM Worship 
w/Holy 
Communion 

6  
 

 

 

7:00-8:30 PM Boy 
Scouts 

7  
 

 

 

6:30-8:00 PM Cub 
Scouts 

8  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

9  
4:00 PM Ministry 
Council 

 

6:00 PM Nursery 
School BOD 

7:00 PM Mission 
Team 

10  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

11  
 
12:00 NOON to 
7:00PM Private 
Rental of 
Fellowship Hall 

12  
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
9:45 AM Choir 
Practice 
10:00 AM 
Hospitality  
10:30 AM Worship  

13  
 

 

 

7:00-8:30 PM Boy 
Scouts 

14  
 

 

 

6:30-8:00 PM Cub 
Scouts 

15  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

16  
 

17  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

18  
 

10:00 AM LIFT 
Breakfast in CR 

19  
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
9:45 AM Choir 
Practice 
10:00 AM 
Hospitality  
10:30 AM Worship  

20 Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 
 

 

7:00-8:30 PM Boy 
Scouts 

21  
 

 

 

6:30-8:00 PM Cub 
Scouts 

22  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

23  
 

24  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

25  
 

26  
9:00 AM Sunday 
School 
9:45 AM Choir 
Practice 
10:00 AM 
Hospitality  
10:30 AM Worship  
 

Family Promise 
Host Week 

27  
 

 

7:00-8:30 PM Boy 
Scouts 

 

 

 

Family Promise 
Host Week 

28  
 

6:30-8:00 PM Cub 
Scouts 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 
Host Week 

29  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 
Host Week 

30  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Family Promise 
Host Week 

31  
 

10AM-3PM 
Quilters 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 
Host Week 
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OUR STAFF       
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 

pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com      

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 

Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-433-6563 home 

Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 

Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

            Nursery School      610-435-5467 

                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org        FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 

Pastor Judy is usually in the office Monday – Thursday   

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            

 

Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday & Thursdays, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

A volunteer is available in the office on Friday mornings. 

Hospital Code   #439 

 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds Members, committee 

chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit information 

and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or 

to Donna Field dgfield67@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Sponsorship for January Echoes 

 

The January 2020 edition of Echoes is sponsored by 
Sue & Ray Borger and family in honor of Sue’s mother’s birthday. 

Happy birthday, Eleanor Lakatosh! 
 

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend church 

regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and 

upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. You 

may sign the chart in the Narthex, including your dedication information. 

 

                   We offer 3 sponsorships per month.  Cost is $15.00 per sponsorship. 

mailto:pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:dgfield67@yahoo.com

