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                 UNITED CHURCH 

                    OF CHRIST 
           GREENAWALDS 

 
Christmas is a time to remember the gift of God’s giving nature in every area of life.  He 

gave us earth to live on, fellow humans to love, work and share with, and great meaning 
in life – to serve our fellow man.  The gift of God’s Son Jesus gives us peace to enjoy all 

these other gifts as His family on earth – and to live in eternal joy. 
          Merry Christmas to those who have received all God’s gifts.  Joy to the World! 

                                                                                         Unknown 

 

Come to Celebrate Christmas with your church family! 
        

Sunday Morning Worship during Advent - 10:30 am 
 

Blue Christmas (Longest Night) - Sunday, December 15 – 7:00 pm 
  

Christmas Eve Family Service - 7:00 pm 

Word and Song with Candlelight  
 

Christmas Eve Communion - 10:30 pm   

Candlelight to Welcome Jesus 

 

The spirit of Christmas brings Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love  

    to all who open their eyes and hearts to the beauty of the season! 

                                  

Echoes 

   DECEMBER  2019 
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Blue Christmas (Longest Night) - Sunday, December 15th at 7 PM 

This is the season of festive holidays and celebrations. The days and nights are filled with traditions of 

carols and lights, family gatherings and feasting, special concerts and gifting. Decorations have been up 

in some stores for months now, and there is jolly music playing at every turn.  

What if you are not in a festive mood this year? What if the spirit of celebration is hard for you every 

year? Please know, you are not alone. Many people struggle this time of year.  

You may find yourself with empty chairs at those holiday tables for any of a number of reasons; a recent 

or long ago death, estrangement, distance or ending of a relationship. And there are other losses that 

complicate the holiday; loss of a job or income, change in place of residence or living companions, loss of 

abilities or strength. Some folks simply cannot travel, so attendance at gatherings other than in their 

own homes is not an option for them. Some just don’t feel like celebrating. Whatever your sense of loss, 

know that God cares for you. This is why we offer a different type of service with those tender feelings in 

mind.   

The Blue Christmas (Longest Night) worship service anticipates Christ’s birth in the midst of sadness. We 

gather in the stillness of evening in reflection, quiet music, and candlelight hoping to find healing in 

naming our loss, our sense of longing, separation and even isolation. For God has experienced loss and is 

with us in our sadness as in our joy. If you are feeling blue or bereft this December, come and ask for 

healing.   O Come, O Come Emmanuel. Come and heal our wounded hearts.    

 

 
 
 

On Our Hearts with Concern 
 

Mary Christman – Devon House              Doris Nissen – at home 
Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home   Doris Shaver – Country Meadows 
Phyllis Meckes – Blue Mountain Nursing/Rehab Naomi Thomas – at home 
Mae Moyer – recovering at home   Geri Yarnall – at home    
       Bernice Ziegler – Country Meadows 

 
With Sympathy 

To Donna, James and Shaun McHugh  
in the passing of Donna’s mother, Faye Phillips, 82, on November 21, 2019 

 

 
 

 
For your generosity during our Harvest Home Celebration.   

We delivered approximately 10 boxes of food to the Allentown Ecumenical 

Food Bank in time for Thanksgiving.   
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A Christmas Message from the Pastor 
 

Advent greetings to one and all –  
 
As I write this, my after work schedule is filled with final unpacking, cooking and planning, 
turkey and dressing, pumpkin and apple pie, thoughts of gratitude and thanksgiving.  But 
at my desk, the time is Advent, Christmas, and beyond.  Such a jumble of themes draw 
my attention to the joy-filled busyness and messiness of life.  But advent calls me back to 
time of reflection.  What is it all about, this movement through time we know as the 
church year?  What would it be like to have no markers along the way? What does it 
mean to have them?  
 
On Sunday we will close our first service of Advent with a hymn that summarizes it all. 
May it be a blessing for you this day and throughout the days ahead.  
 
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates: 
behold, the King of glory waits! 
The King of kings is drawing near, 
The Saviour of the world is here. 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heav'n's employ, 
adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
Redeemer, come! I open wide 
my heart to you; here, Lord, abide! 
Let me your inner presence feel; 
your grace and love in me reveal. 
 
Let us not forget the message of Christmas; that God would risk coming to earth as a 
child, to live among us as one of us, that Christ would know pain and loss, curiosity and 
disinterest, joy and grief, anger and compassion, all with the very human experience of 
knowing.  Let us enter into this time with gratitude for the great and glorious gift whose 
coming we await.  

 

Pastor Judy 
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A word about budget and finances  
In case you missed it … 
 

During our Congregational meeting on November 17, we approved the 2020 budget and 
also reflected on our current financial position. 
 

It was shared, that similar to 2018, it is projected that we will end this year with an 
approximate shortfall of $10,000 – $12,000.   (Stated differently, expenses exceed our 
income by approximately $1,000 a month.)  
 

Additionally, we have collapsed our only investment account and therefore are unable to 
draw from that account in the future to help support income.  We have repeatedly drawn 
on this fund since the time of a generous gift received in 2005.  These funds are now 
depleted.  With this in mind, it is time for serious attention to our financial situation and 
our plans for the future.  
 

It was noted that the shortfall comes to $295 per week.  Could you increase your giving 
by $5 or $10 per week?  Some families and individuals give very generously financially 
and volunteer in leadership and mission efforts.  Some are unable to give more than they 
do currently.  We hope others, after prayerful consideration, will be moved to increase 
their giving in support of the church and the work and witness we do together.  Please 
consider what you and your family do and can contribute to the long-term vitality of 
United Church of Christ Greenawalds.  Your presence and gifts are important and 
appreciated. 
 

What can we do about it? 
 

4 things were suggested:  (the 4 Rs)  
 

1. Reoccurring income growth … Electronic giving has grown substantially over the 

past four years and needs to continue to grow.  If you are not an Electronic Giver, 

please consider it.  E-giving provides a way for you to pre-determine your financial 

commitment to the church and then ensure that commitment happens.  E-giving 

stabilizes the monthly income since the income is there, when you are not.  If you 

are an Electronic giver, thank you!  And please consider whether an increase is 

possible within your monthly/weekly withdrawals.  (This category alone, could 

make up the $1,000/month shortfall.) 

2. Rental income growth … we currently have a steady rental income from our rental 

property next door and have other rental income coming in from a quilters group 

and various piano recitals.  We could do SO much more in the rental income 

category.  We have the facility/space to rent.  Please put on your creative hats and 

let us know of any rental opportunities that you may come across.  (This category 

alone, could make up the $1,000/month shortfall.) 
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3. Raisers (as in fund-raisers) that are “low-labor” … while it is unlikely that 

additional fund-raisers would make up for $12k a year, they could certainly put a 

dent in that total and combined with #1 and #2 above would solve the issue.  Back 

in the summer festival and spaghetti dinner days, we had adequate volunteerism 

to support those types of high-labor events. Today, we need to focus on those 

types of Raisers that do not need a large amount of manpower to be effective.  Like 

the Rental opportunities, should you have a great idea regarding Raising, let us 

know. 

4. Reminders … with a congregation of approximately 200 members, we have many 

different levels of member financial giving.  We all need to be reminded about 

what is necessary to support the various missions of the church and the operation 

of the church. Let’s look at one line item from the budget … Property expenses. 

Using round figures, we spend approximately $30,000 a year in property-related 

expenses (electricity, heating oil, insurance, repairs, etc.) If we break-down the 

$30,000 to a monthly number, that would be $2,500 per month. We have 

approximately 125 members who contribute more than $20 a year.  Looking at 

what is necessary to support just our property expenses each month (roughly 

$2,500) let’s divide that by those 125 members.  $20 per MONTH from those 125 

members is what is needed just to support the property upkeep.  Obviously, when 

you factor in salaries, benefits, office expenses, etc., the giving amount required to 

cover the expenses increases dramatically. We all need to be reminded of what is 

necessary in order to support the missions/operations of the church. 
 

Over our 107 year history, UCCG has risen to many different challenges.  And we are sure 
we will again.  Please give prayerful consideration to … Reoccurring, Rentals, Raisers, and 
Reminders.    
     

Operational giving goes hand-in-hand with our Benevolence efforts: 

 Family Promise          OCWM         Jubilee Breakfast        Soup Kitchen 

 Lehigh Conference of Churches       Food Bank         Bethany Children’s’ Home 

 Meals on Wheels            Phoebe Home       Lancaster Seminary    

 Mission Trips             LIFT                   Nursery School 

 Neighbors in Need            One Great Hour of Sharing 

 The Warming Station           Church World Services (disasters)       etc. 

 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of the need to increase giving. 
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3 GREAT LOVES - LOVE OF CHILDREN! 
Bethany Children’s Home “Helping Hands” Program 

This year, we have selected Bethany Children’s Home’s “Helping Hands” program as our 
Christmas project.  Helping Hands is a humanitarian program that reunites unaccompanied 
youth from Central America with family that already resides in the USA.  Bethany provides them 
with a safe place to live and grow until they are reunited with their families.  Many of the youth 
arrive with just the clothes on their backs.  Their ages are from 12-17 years and they speak 
Spanish.  Bethany was also involved in this program back in 2015.  180 children passed 
through, and all were placed back with their families!  
  

Please check out our Christmas tree display at the back of the sanctuary.  Bethany is currently 
in need of the items listed on the tags hanging on the tree.  Please take a tag or tags, purchase 
the items, and place them UNWRAPPED in the boxes under the tree.  We will be collecting 
items between now and Sunday, December 15.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

**************************************************************** 

   

                  Come with us to the Glencairn Museum 

  Saturday, December 21 - Christmas Tour and Nativities of the World 
      Departure from church parking lot – 11:00 am  
      Tour begins at 2:00 pm – Lunch on the way (pay your own) 
                      Tour Cost is $12.00    Senior 65+ is $10.00 

 
We will be traveling to Glencairn Museum in Bryn Athyn, PA for a tour of the museum 
and viewing of the Nativities of the World exhibit.  The website offers the following:  
Glencairn, built between 1928 and 1939, was once the home of Raymond and Mildred 
(Glenn) Pittcairn and their children.  The building now serves as a not-for-profit museum 
of religious art and history.  Collections include ancient Egyptian, Greek and Roman, 
medieval Christian, Islamic, Asian and American Indian.  All collections focus on the 
spirituality of the various cultures, which is an unusual viewpoint. 
 
The tour of the decorated castle is 45 minutes and we are allowing another hour for 
viewing the nativities.  Currently there are 9 planning to attend so we have room for 
more.  Please contact Pastor Judy if you are interested in joining our group for this fun 
day!  Let me know if you are willing to drive! 
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Holiday Cheese Ball Fundraiser 
If you have placed an order for Cheese Balls, the delivery date is 
December 8th following worship.  If you cannot pickup on 
December 8th, please contact Donna Field at 610-570-5596 to 
make arrangements.  The profit from this sale benefits the 
Fellowship Hall Flooring fund.   

 

************************************* 

BabaNonna Kiffles will be available for purchase before and after worship on 

Sunday, December 22.  There will be a variety of flavors at $9.50 per dozen. This 

benefits Fellowship Hall flooring. 
************************************* 

 
FYI – The balance owed on the Fellowship Hall Flooring Project is $1,418.00.  Let’s all 

help to get this debt paid by the end of the year! 
 

************************************* 
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MINISTRY COUNCIL – November 14, 2019 
Next meeting December 12 at 3:00 pm 

 Devotions provided by  Mark, “3 Things to be Thankful For”  and “Theological Debate” 

 Approval of October Council minutes 

 Ministry Team reports shared by Finance, Mission and Property 

 Glenn provided approved budget ready for Congregational approval 

 Janine provided information regarding Family Promise, Recycle Beyond the Bag 

program, Our Little Pantry, Bethany Children’s Home Christmas project 

 Lee shared Property report including Boiler inspection, Oil Tank level, Leaf clean-up, 

suggested plexiglass installation on windows at organ and at Christian Ed entrance 

 Pastor’s Report - future worship planning, AV resources, thank you to Bonnie for covering 

Software expense for Work of the People, Book Club starting December, recap of 

Halloween parade, progress on Vision statement, update on Family Promise, update on 

the Little Free Pantry, proposed changes to our wifi system, which was approved by MC 

 Financial Secretary and Treasurer’s reports accepted with general discussion 

 Joyce provided the $298 per month graph, showing weekly shortfall 

 October and November “Quarterly Funds” were used for operational expenses; hope to 

reclaim quarterly needs in December 

 Reviewed items for discussion at the Nov. 17th Congregational meeting 

 Reviewed change in Christmas flower vendor 

  The only blind person at Christmas-time is he who has not Christmas in his heart.   
Helen Keller 
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Book Group 

Anyone who is interested is invited to join us for a Book Group in December and January when 

we will read and discuss The First Christmas by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  If you 

would like to join us and are in need of a copy of the book please speak to Pastor Judy. The meetings have moved 

to Wednesday nights this year and are scheduled as follows:  

1) Wednesday, December 4 at 7 PM – Preface and Part I Parable, Overture, and Context, Chapters 1-3 

2) Wednesday, December 18 at 7 PM – Part II Genealogy, Conception, and Birth 

3) Wednesday, January 7 at 7 PM – Part III Light, Fulfillment, and Joy        

******************************************************* 

 

 

 

Thank you to all our willing and faithful volunteers and especially those who 

provided meals for another successful week with these guest families.   We 

heard many compliments and appreciation for our hospitality.  

                                  
                                  Next Host Week is January 26 – February 2 

 

******************************************************* 

 

              Parkland Snack Packers meet Wednesday, December 18th 

 

******************************************************* 

                                           

                                                        

Women’s Guild 

Wednesday, December 11 – 11:00 am – Christmas Luncheon at local restaurant 

This will be our final “get-together” of the Women’s Guild as we know it. 

“Thank you and thank you” to the women, current and past, who have made this group 
such a vital part of our UCC Greenawalds ministry for about 80+ years.  We remember 
their work for the many scout and community dinners cooked, Christmas bazaars, 
service projects, funeral lunches, volunteers for Phoebe Home, and for visiting our 
homebound members with holiday baskets.  Yes, the latest Chow-Chow project will 
continue.  These ladies have been truly the saints among us and we appreciate them all! 
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 Plastic Recycling Program Coming to UCCG in January 2020 
To be good stewards, we all need to be concerned about how we care for our 
environment.  How do we care for our earth and reduce the amount going 
into landfills?  The Mission Team has elected to participate in a national 

recycling program sponsored by the Trex Company, maker of Trex decking and furniture 
materials. They supply containers and information - we provide the needed plastic! 
 
The program recycles those plastic items that you cannot put into your municipal 
recycling receptacles. . . . Plastic grocery bags, overwrap from water bottle cases, 
overwrap from toilet tissue and paper towels,  cereal bags, plastic mailing bags, vegetable 
bags from potatoes, celery, etc., Ziploc baggies, dry cleaning bags and more… watch for 
flyers and instructions coming soon.  All items must be clean and dry before putting into 
our container.  It is easy to save these things during your week and bring it along to 
church on Sundays!  Can we meet the challenge to collect 500 pounds in 6 months?  If so, 
we can receive an outdoor bench for our church property as a reward.  So let’s do our 
part to help the earth and RECYCLE! 
 

Nursery School News: 

    Used Clothing Drive – We are once again collecting used clothing and other items, 

including shoes, boots, sheets, towels, blankets, purses, and stuffed animals.  A pick-up 

date will be scheduled in spring 2020, so please start going thru your things now.  You 

may bring all items to the church at any time.  We’ll store them in the Youth Room.  All 

items should be placed in sturdy plastic bags.  Thank you.  

 

 
 

   Have you wondered why UCC Disaster Ministries trailers are in our 
UCCG parking lot?  The Penn Northeast Conference needed a temporary spot to park 
them on their return from Texas.  These trailers were purchased by the National UCC but 
are maintained by PNEC.  The trailers are being washed, cleaned and inspected within the 
next 2 weeks to get ready for their next assignment.  They will be stored in a local garage 
until inventory is completed.  If anyone has a few hours to spare for tool inventory, 
please contact Grant at 610-217-1475.     
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REVISED Christmas Flower Order Form – 2019 
 

As you may have heard, Jim Eline, the owner of Hickory Grove Greenhouse (where we have gotten our 
seasonal flowers in the past), passed away suddenly 3 weeks ago.  His family is unable to fill flower 
orders this year, so we have found a new supplier.  Our deadline has changed to December 8.  The 
prices and flower sizes are slightly different.  Please consider adorning our sanctuary for the holiday 
season by sponsoring a plant or plants.  This is one of our low-labor fundraisers.  Please place this 
completed order form and your payment in the collection plate or mail to the church office.  Deadline 
for orders is Sunday, December 8.  A list of donors and the loved ones to be remembered/honored, 
along with the types of plants you order, will be included in the Christmas weekend and Christmas Eve 
bulletins.   
 
___________________________________   $_____________ 
Your Name       Amount enclosed 
 

 
Poinsettias:   6.5” pot (2 plants) = $15.00 (this is the size plant we’ve gotten in years past)  
 
_______ # Red           _______ # White          _______# Pink              
           
Christmas Cactus (various colors – first come/first served):  
                                     
4.5” pot = $8.50   _______ # Christmas Cactus   
 
Cyclamen (various colors – first come/first served): 
 
5.5” pot= $10.00  _______ # Cyclamen                               
 
 
________________________________    ________________________________ 
 In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one)      In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one) 
 
 
________________________________    ________________________________ 
 In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one)      In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one) 
 
 
________________________________    ________________________________ 
 In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one)      In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one) 
 
 
 
You may pick up your plants after the Christmas Eve Services.  Thank you. 
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Remember the Grinch … “It came without ribbons. It came without tags.  It came 
without packages, boxes, or bags.  Maybe Christmas doesn’t come from a store. 
Maybe Christmas means a little bit more.” 

 

 

 December  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship with 
Holy Communion 

2  
 

 

 

7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

3  
 

 

 

6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

4  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

5  
 

6  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

7  
9:00 AM - ? – L.I.F.T. 
Group using 
Kitchen/Fellowship Hall 

8  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship 

12:00 – 6:00 PM – 
private rental of 
Fellowship Hall 

9  
 

 

 

7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

10  
 

 

 

6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

11  
11:00 AM – Women’s 
Guild Christmas lunch  

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

12  
 
 
4:00 PM – Ministry 
Council 

6:00 PM – Nursery 
School Board meeting 

13  
10:00 – 3:00 PM – 
Quilters 

 
5:00 – 9:00 PM – Piano 
Recital 

Sue Schilling 

14  
 

15  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship 

5:00 PM – Longest Night 
Service 

16  
 

 

 

7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

17  
 

 

 

6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

18  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

19  
Nursery School Holiday 
Family Sing-Along in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
6:00 PM – Family 
Promise Board of 
Directors 

20  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

21 Winter Solstice 
 
 
3:00 PM – Piano Guild 
Winter Recital 
(Fellowship Hall & 
Sanctuary) 

22  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship 
w/Babba Nona Kiffle Sale 
before and after worship 

23  
 

 

 

7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

24  
7:00 PM – Christmas Eve 
Worship service 

10:30 PM – Christmas 
Eve Worship service with 
Holy Communion 

 

 

 

25 Christmas 
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM - Worship 

30  
 

 

 

31  
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     OUR STAFF       
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 

pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com      

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 

Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-433-6563 home 

Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 

Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

            Nursery School      610-435-5467 

                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org        FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 

Pastor Judy is usually in the office Monday – Thursday   

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            

 

Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday & Thursdays, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

A volunteer is available in the office on Friday mornings. 

Hospital Code   #439 

 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds Members, committee 

chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit information 

and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or 

to Donna Field dgfield67@yahoo.com. 

 

Sponsorship for December Echoes 

 

The December edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

Oliver and Althea Blose 

In celebration of their 69th wedding Anniversary 
 

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend church 

regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and 

upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 
 

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. You 

may sign the chart in the Narthex, including your dedication information. 

 

                                We offer 3 sponsorships per month.  Cost is $15.00 per sponsorship. 
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