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                 UNITED CHURCH 

                    OF CHRIST 
           GREENAWALDS 

 
 

 
 
 
In this season of Thanksgiving, we turn our thoughts to celebrations with family and 
friends sharing a meal to give thanks for the bounty of the harvest and all that we have.  
Does your Thanksgiving meal usually have more on the table than you can possibly eat?  
Then do you share the leftovers to take home? Thanksgiving seems to be all about food. 
 

Have you thought about those who do not have this abundance, who struggle every day 
to put food on the table for their children? What about those who eat in the soup 
kitchens because there is no family to turn to?   
 

This Thanksgiving I invite you to pray about the mission that our congregation has set 
forth to assist those in the midst of food insecurity.   
 

- We are celebrating Harvest Home during the month of November by bringing non-perishable 
food items and dedicating them in the Sanctuary for the Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank. 
 

- We have started a Little Free Pantry on our porch for those who have needs in our community, to 
just come and take what is needed. 
 

- We have an ongoing food donation box in the Narthex which supports the local food bank at 
Jordan Lutheran Church. 
 

- A new Parkland CARES food bank has opened in Orefield to support the Parkland community.  
We are investigating their mission and operation at this time to determine how best we may 
direct our efforts in the community. 
 

- Several church members help monthly to pack Snack Packs for Parkland students who qualify for 
additional food assistance. 
 

Please enjoy your Thanksgiving holiday in whatever tradition you observe.  Then share 
whatever you are able to share in the true spirit of giving! 

Echoes 
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A Little Free Pantry idea was suggested by some who attended last year’s 
Vitality Days training sessions.  Our pantry was dedicated during worship on 
Sunday, September 29 and is located outside the church education wing 
entrance. 
 

The pantry will serve as a means for mission and outreach in our 
neighborhood.  This idea, like the Little Free Libraries that served as their 
inspiration, has taken off in cities and towns across the country.  There is 
free access to the pantries, and they primarily serve people who might not 

otherwise be eligible for services, but need a hand occasionally to balance their family needs.  
Nonperishable food, cleaning supplies, hygiene products and pet food are available to those in 
need. 
 

What to bring:   
1. Nonperishable food items – cereal, pasta, pasta sauce, canned fruits and vegetables, 

canned meat, peanut butter, etc. 
2. Hygiene items – soap, shampoo, deodorant, feminine hygiene supplies, etc. 
3. Cleaning supplies – laundry detergent, dish soap, etc. 
4. Pet food 
 

Please join us in celebrating a new beginning in this season of harvest and abundance, by 
providing for those in need.  We give in gratitude for what we have received by God’s Grace.  

   Pastor Judy 
                                

   Sunday, November 3                                          10:30 AM    WORSHIP 
Holy Communion – All Saints’ Day 
 
Sunday, November 10                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP  
 
Sunday, November 17                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP 
Annual Congregational meeting  
 
Sunday, November 24                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP 
Service of Thanksgiving 

 
Hospitality for Fellowship is one half hour prior to worship service. 

 
 
 

On Our Hearts with Concern 
 

Mary Christman – Devon House              Doris Nissen – at home 
Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home   Doris Shaver – Country Meadows 
Phyllis Meckes – Blue Mountain Nursing/Rehab Naomi Thomas – at home 
Mae Moyer – recovering at home   Geri Yarnall – at home    
       Bernice Ziegler – Country Meadows 



3 

 

A Word from the Pastor – A Family Promise Update 
 

I have been blessed to be a part of the mission of Family Promise of the Lehigh Valley since my arrival 
here as your pastor. I am pleased and honored to serve as a member of the Board. With ten months of 
operations behind us, we are able to provide the following information and a few observations as 
requested by several members and volunteers of UCC Greenawalds.  
 
Blessed with excellent staff, dedicated volunteers and governing board, we serve 4 families with up to 
14 individuals at a time (depending on the sizes of the families involved). At times there have been 
significantly fewer than 14 individuals due to small family sizes. We have graduated 6 families with one 
early departure. The average length of stay was 125 days.  
 
Establishing a new program in an area is a process, and Family Promise is no exception. Time must be 
taken to develop referral sources who understand the mission of the group and the requirements and 
restrictions on guests/clients served. Because the program is dependent on volunteers and fewer 
professional staff, the Family Promise model takes a cautious approach.    
 

- Parents must have custody of minor children who live with them.  
- They must pass a background check and information they share must correlate with that 

obtained from other sources.  
- Rental history must indicate possibility of success in being accepted as tenants.  
- There must be no current threat of domestic violence.   
- They must be free of substance abuse and untreated, persistent, mental illness.  
- We require potential clients live or have connections in the Lehigh Valley.  
- They must commit to engage the work of pursuing employment and housing in a timely manner 

and have potential for success in these areas.   
- They must take initiative to show up for appointments and return calls.  
- Any previous participation in shelters or another Family Promise program must have been on 

task and cordial.  
As you can see, this is a long list, but it is considered important to relationship building with guests and 
in the success of the model in many places across the country and in our own program. 
 
During this first year, the program has developed contacts with schools in the area. We have 
experienced some times when the program is not full due to the family size or sudden transitions. We 
have learned that many programs experience seasonal variation, for example, families are able and 
choose to make other arrangements in summer when school is not in session. We have also learned 
from experience and from other affiliates that when the guidelines are relaxed to fill space there is a risk 
both of failure of the family/ies to progress and loss of churches and volunteers. 
 
 
 
 

 
Please say “yes” to volunteer! 



4 

 

The tables below represent status as of 10/17/19 
Previous Guests 

 Successful 

Graduates 

Premature 

Departures 

 

Total 

# of Families Served 5 1 6 

# of Adults 9 1 10 

# of Children 9 2 11 

  Total Individuals Served 18 3 21 

Average Length of Stay (Days) 125 52  

Total Program Days   679 

Success Rate    83% 

Note: The family that departed early made significant progress toward their goals and was nearing 
completion.  
 

Current Guests 
 Family #1 Family #2 Family #3 Family #4 Total 

# of Adults 1 1 1 2 5 

# of Children 1 2 3 1 7 

 Total Individuals Being Served 2 3 4 3 12 

Date of Admission 4/19/19 7/10/19 9/19/19 10/4/19  

Time in Program to Date (Days) 181 99 28 13 321 

 
TOTAL PROGRAM DAYS- 1,000 😊  
(For the purposes of calculations: each calendar day x 4 possible families = 4 program days so that in the 
time period from mid-December when the first families were admitted there was a potential of 
approximately 1224 program days.)  
 

Fundraising and events to inform the community have been successful and well received. The word is 
getting out….through individual contacts, social media, and traditional news. We continue to add to the 
list of faith communities involved for hosting or support including, recently, the addition of a Jewish 
congregation.  
 

We are grateful for the participation and enthusiasm of this church and all other faith communities. If 
you have questions feel free to speak to me or our coordinator, Sue Roth. Our next host week is coming 
soon, November 17-24.   

                                                                                                                 Pastor Judy   
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WELCOME 
to Alex Rodriguez, Pastoral Intern 

 

Last Sunday during worship, we officially welcomed our new Pastoral Intern, 
Alex Rodriguez.  Alex is married and has two children and two stepchildren.  He is 
working towards becoming a licensed minister.  He completed classes at Pennsylvania 
Academy of Ministry (now with Lancaster Theological Seminary) and will be enrolled at 
Moravian within the next few months.  He is also employed at Phillips Pet Food and 
Supplies.  Welcome, Alex. 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Parker-Jane Hope LaAsmar 
Infant daughter of Steven and Megan (Borger) LaAsmar 

Little sister of Dallis LaAsmar and 
Granddaughter of Ray and Sue Borger 

Was baptized on Sunday, October 13, 2019 
 

*********************** 
 

MINISTRY COUNCIL – Next Meeting is November 14 – 3:00 pm 
 

Please don’t forget the annual Congregational Meeting during worship 
on Sunday, November 17.  The purpose of this meeting is to review and approve 

the 2020 proposed budget. 
 
 

*********************** 

 
From Grant Field - for all the prayers, cards and concern during my recent illness. 
I am feeling better and it was greatly appreciated to know that others care. 
              

*********************** 
 

 
Penny Party Wrap Up is Thursday, November 7th at 10:00 am 

Please join us to sort the numbered tickets and prepare the boxes for next 
year.  (We didn’t get this finished in spring.)  The morning includes some fun 

and fellowship, along with some snacks.  Any age is welcome to come, as long as you 

are able to count to 10.  Time commitment is approximately 2 hours.   
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3 GREAT LOVES          LOVE OF NEIGHBOR!                       

  
 
The Mission Trip to York Habitat for Humanity was a huge success!  Although the group 
was only 5 in number, they became the “Mighty Five” and instantly formed a team.  The 
expectation was to work on rebuilding 14 homes destroyed by fire, but when they arrived 
these houses were already framed to the second story, so our group was not expected to 
be on ladders.  Their task was mudding, sanding and painting the inside of a rehab home 
with the assistance of Nate, the job foremen.  The group was invited to attend dinner at a 
local Evangelical congregation, was warmly welcomed and able to meet some of the 
families that would be moving into Habitat homes.  Accommodations were on the second 
floor of the Paradise School, now used for children with special learning issues.  The 
group had individual rooms and use of a large kitchen and meeting area.  The rookie of 
the group was full of energy and fun, and another person stated, “I would go back there 
in a heartbeat”.  Mission trips are always rewarding in a variety of ways, so truly “God’s 
Work, Our Hands”. 

 
 
              Parkland Snack Packers meet November 20th  
Our group of packers could use a few more hands to pack Snack Packs at Parkland High 
School, usually the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 2:30 to 4:00 pm. You would be 
working with students to fill the bags of food that go to children who receive subsidized 
meal programs through the school district.  These snack packs aid families on the 
weekend.  If interested in helping, please contact Nanci Snyder at 610-762-5030. 
 

Annual Christmas Project for Immigrant Children at Bethany Children’s Home 
Helping Hands is a humanitarian program that reunites unaccompanied youth 
from Central America with their family that already resides in the USA. Bethany 

Children’s Home provides these children with a safe place to live and grow until they are 
reunited with their families. Many of the youth will arrive with just the clothes on their 
backs.  Therefore, they are currently in need of clothing and necessities for boys and girls 
ages 12– 17 years. Beginning November 24, there will be a display on the back wall of the 
Narthex with tags for you to select specific items for these children.  Look for instructions 
on the display.  Your support in helping to provide them a brighter future is so 
appreciated! 
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Heads UP - Plastic Recycling Program Coming to UCCG in 2020 
This summer we have pursued the topics of stewardship, carbon footprint, and our care 
for the environment.  How do we care for our earth and reduce the amount going into 
landfills?  The Mission Team has elected to participate in a national recycling program 

sponsored by the Trex Company, maker of Trex decking and furniture materials. They supply containers 
and information - we provide the needed plastic! 
 
The program recycles those plastic items that you cannot put into your municipal recycling receptacles. 
Plastic grocery bags, overwrap from water bottle cases, overwrap from toilet tissue, paper towels and 
paper products, cereal bags, plastic mailing bags, vegetable bags from potatoes, oranges, celery, etc., 
Ziploc baggies, dry cleaning bags and more… watch for flyers and instructions coming soon.  It is easy to 
save a few things during your week and bring it along to church on Sundays!  Can we meet the challenge 
to collect 500 pounds in 6 months? 

*********************** 

 
UCCG planned some Halloween fun to make our presence known in the 
community.  Our LIFT ladies participated in the Greenawalds Halloween 
Parade on October 26th and won 2nd Place with a surprise reward of $50. 
Walkers included Chris Gilmore, Nanci Snyder, Donna Field and Sonia 

Fernandez.  The mission theme “God’s Work, Our Hands” included large hands that 
waved at everyone. 
 

Thank you to Ray & Sue Borger and Sandy Lakatosh and their families, who decorated the 
pickup truck and rode on the hay bales, throwing candy to children along the parade 
route.  Sue Sawyer and Mary Helfrich manned a decorated table handing out treat bags 
that included a church brochure.   
 

The Nursery School children dressed in their costumes, marched as a group for the first 
time and earned 1st Place with a surprise reward of $100!  Several children also won 
individual prizes. 

*********************** 

Holiday Cheese Ball Fundraiser 
The ladies of LIFT will be taking orders for Cheese Balls for all your 
holiday entertaining.  The cheese balls contain a mix of cheeses with 

yummy seasonings, mixed fresh and rolled in chopped nuts.  These are a nice addition to 
your appetizers at holiday parties.  The size is approximately the size of a softball and 
freeze well for later use.  Cost is $6.00 each with the profit designated to help pay off the 
Fellowship Hall Flooring.   Order sheet is available in the Narthex during the month of 
November.  Delivery date is Sunday, December 8th following worship. 
 

*********************** 
 



8 

 

BabaNonna Kiffles will be back soon!   They will be available for purchase before 

and after worship on Sunday, November 24 and Sunday, December 22.  There will 

be a variety of flavors at $9.50 per dozen. This benefits Fellowship Hall flooring. 
 

*********************** 

 
FYI – The balance owed on the Fellowship Hall Flooring Project is $1,725.00.  Let’s all 

help to get this paid by the end of the year! 
 

*********************** 

  

 

Women’s Guild 

It is with sadness and regret that we inform you our Women’s Guild is disbanding.  We do not 
have enough interest to keep this group together any longer.  Please note the following dates 
and important information. 

 Wednesday, November 27 – MEETING CANCELLED 

 Wednesday, December 11 – 11:00 am – Going out for Christmas Lunch (we will not 
be meeting at the church for a covered dish meal as we’ve done in the past.)  This will 
be our final “get-together” of the Women’s Guild as we know it. 

 Sue Roth has graciously agreed to take over as the “leader” for future Chow-chow 
sales, so this fundraiser will continue in the future.  More information will follow when 
it’s time for the sales.  Thank you, Sue! 

 

Nursery School News: 

    Used Clothing Drive – We are once again collecting used clothing and other items, 

including shoes, boots, sheets, towels, blankets, purses, and stuffed animals.  A pick-up 

date will be scheduled in spring 2020, so please start going thru your things ow.  You 

may bring all items to the church at any time.  We’ll store them in the Youth Room.  All 

items should be placed in sturdy plastic bags.  Thank you.  

 
 

  Do things for people not because of what they are or what they do in return,  
                           but because of who you are.                Harold Kushner              
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It’s time to light up the corner of Orchard and Albright to make our church shine 
this holiday season . . . it is a wonderful opportunity for Community Outreach! 

Let our light shine in the neighborhood! 
 
We will string the lights for this holiday endeavor on Friday, November 22 at 1:00 pm.  

If you love decorating for Christmas, please join us.  Questions may be directed to 
Donna Field or Lee Stephens. 
 

******************************************** 
 

LIVING DONOR – ORGAN DONATION 
 

Have you ever considered being a live donor and giving a kidney to someone in need? 

 

 
 

Linda Lakatosh, a life-long member of our congregation, is in need of a kidney.  Linda is in Stage 4 
kidney failure.  She has been placed on the list to receive a transplant, however, the wait is 
anywhere from 7 to 9 years.  By reaching out to family, friends and acquaintances, we hope to be 
able to find a living donor.  For more information or to complete a medical interview by phone, 
please contact Penn Medicine at University of Pennsylvania … call 215-662-6200 – Linda A. 
Lakatosh; DOB 09/06/57 and her blood type is O+.  The cost of donor surgery is covered under 
Linda’s insurance so there would be no financial cost to anyone who may be interested in finding 
out if they are a match.  Feel free to contact Linda for more information at 484-707-9707. 
 

******************************************** 
 

Pastor Judy has moved to a new apartment.  Her new address is 1307 N. 13th Street, Apartment 
10B, Whitehall, PA 18052.  She no longer has a land phone line.  Use her cell phone if you need 
to be in contact with her. 
 

******************************************** 

On Sunday, October 27, we bid a fond farewell to long-time member, Anna Rosamilia.  Anna has 
retired and is relocating to Virginia.  Her new address is:  Anna Rosamilia and Michael DeRoach, 
4015 S. Lee Highway, Natural Bridge, VA 24578.  Anna’s phone number is 540-291-3308.  Good 
luck, Anna and Michael. 
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Christmas Flower Orders – 2019 
 

The Christmas season is approaching, and it is time to think about decorating our sanctuary and homes 
with poinsettias and other Christmas plants.  This year, we are offering poinsettias, Christmas cactus 
and cyclamen in various colors and sizes.  Please place this completed order form and your payment in 
the collection plate or mail to the church office.  Deadline for orders is Wednesday, December 11.  A list 
of donors and the loved ones to be remembered/honored, along with the types of plants you order, will 
be included in the Christmas weekend and Christmas Eve bulletins.  You may pick up your plants after 
the Christmas Eve Services.   
 
___________________________________   $_____________ 
Your Name       Amount enclosed 
 

Poinsettias: 
 

4-1/2”pot (1 plant) = $8.00 
 

_____ # Red           _____ # White          _____# Pink          _____ # Marble 
 

7” pot (2 plants) = $15.00 (this is the size plant we’ve gotten in years past) 
 

_____ # Red           _____ # White          _____# Pink          _____ # Marble 
           
8” pot (3 plants) = $20.00  
 

_____ # Red           _____ # White          _____# Pink          _____ # Marble 
 

Christmas Cactus or Cyclamen (various colors – first come/first served) 
 
4” pot = $7.00        ____ # Christmas Cactus    / 4” pot = $7.00        ____ # Cyclamen  
 
6” pot = $11.00      ____ # Christmas Cactus    / 6” pot = $11.00     ____ # Cyclamen 
 
________________________________   ________________________________ 
 In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one)    In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one) 
  
________________________________     ________________________________ 
 In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one)      In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one) 
 
________________________________     ________________________________ 
 In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one)       In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one) 

 
 
 
Christmas Poinsettia  Cyclamen 
Cactus 

    

For a better visual of 
these plants, please 
see the color copy of 
this form posted on 
the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. 
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Oh no! Clocks go back November 3rd, and I can’t remember where I 
bought mine!                                                                                    … Facebook 

 
 

 November  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

2  
 

3 Daylight Saving 

Time Ends 
9:00  AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship with 
Holy Communion – All 
Saints’ Day 

 

4  
7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Election Day 
6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

6:00 – 9:30 PM – Lehigh 
Valley Chorale 
(Sanctuary) 

 

 

 

 

 

6  
 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

 

 

 

 

7  
10:00 AM – Penny Party 
wrap-up 

6:00 PM – Nursery 
School Board meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

8  
 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

 

 

 

 

9  
 

 

 

 

 

 

10  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship 

 

11 Veterans Day 
7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

12  
7:00 PM – Cub Scouts 
Committee meeting 

13  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

14  
4:00 PM – Ministry 
Council 

15  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

16  
6:00 PM – Cub Scouts 
Pack Meeting (Fellowship 
Hall) 

17  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship with 
Congregational Meeting 

FAMILY PROMISE 

18  
7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

19  
6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

20  
 

 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

21  
6:00 PM – Family 
Promise Board of 
Directors meeting 

 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

22  
 

1:00 pm Hanging 
Outdoor Christmas Lights 
at UCCG 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

23  
9:00 - ? – L.I.F.T. Group 
using Fellowship 
Hall/Kitchen 

 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 

24  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship 

FAMILY PROMISE 

25  
7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

26  
6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

27  
11:00 AM – Women’s 
Guild 

Nursery School 
Thanksgiving party / 
Fellowship Hall 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

28 Thanksgiving 

Day 
 

29  
 

30  
 

 

 

Remember our veterans on Veterans Day, November 11th 
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OUR STAFF 
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 

pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com      

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 

Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-433-6563 home 

Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 

Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

            Nursery School      610-435-5467 

                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org        FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 

Pastor Judy is usually in the office Monday – Thursday   

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            

 

Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday & Thursdays, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

A volunteer is available in the office on Friday mornings. 

Hospital Code   #439 

 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds Members, committee 

chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit information 

and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or 

to Donna Field dgfield67@yahoo.com. 

 

Sponsorship for November Echoes 
 

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend church 

regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and 

upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 

The November edition of Echoes is sponsored by Mae Moyer in honor and 

memory of loved ones, and to say thank you to all of you for your cards, 

phone calls and prayers. 

 
 

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. You 

may sign the chart in the Narthex, including your dedication information. 

 

                                We offer 3 sponsorships per month.  Cost is $15.00 per sponsorship. 
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