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                 UNITED CHURCH 

                    OF CHRIST 
           GREENAWALDS 

 
The Little Free Pantry is coming . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A Little Free Pantry has been suggested by some who attended last year’s Vitality Days training 
sessions.  We searched the Habitat ReStore and found a cabinet that is perfect for the project.  
With some minor revisions and a sign, the pantry will be ready to go in October and be located 
outside the church education wing entrance.  We will dedicate it during worship on Sunday, 
September 29. 
 

The pantry will serve as a means for mission and outreach in our neighborhood.  This idea, like 
the Little Free Libraries that served as their inspiration, has taken off in cities and towns across 
the country.  There is free access to the pantries, and they primarily serve people who might not 
otherwise be eligible for services, but need a hand occasionally to balance their family budgets.  
Nonperishable food, cleaning supplies, hygiene products and pet food are available to those in 
need. 
 

In many places, community members young and old, get into the spirit and help with the 
project, dropping off food and other supplies as they are able.  I know of one town where scouts 
and sports teams participate, and some youth even choose to forego presents at their birthday 
parties asking for help in supplying food for those who frequent the pantries. 
 

What to bring:   
1. Nonperishable food items – cereal, pasta, pasta sauce, canned fruit and vegetables, 

canned meat, peanut butter, etc. 
2. Hygiene items – soap, shampoo, deodorant, feminine hygiene supplies, etc. 
3. Cleaning supplies – laundry detergent, dish soap, etc. 
4. Pet food 
 

Please join us in celebrating a new beginning in this season of harvest and abundance, by 
providing for those in need.  We give in gratitude for what we have received by God’s Grace.  
 

   Pastor Judy 

Echoes 

   OCTOBER  2019 
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   Sunday, October 6                                          10:30 AM    WORSHIP 

Holy Communion – World Communion Sunday 
 
Sunday, October 13                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP  
Baptism – Parker Jane Hope LaAsmar 
 
Sunday, October 20                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP 
 
 
Sunday, October 27                                        10:30 AM    WORSHIP 

 
Hospitality for Fellowship is one half hour prior to worship service. 

 
 

 

On Our Hearts with Concern 
 

Mary Christman – Devon House              Doris Nissen – at home 
Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home   Doris Shaver – Heather Glen Senior Living** 
Phyllis Meckes – Blue Mountain Nursing/Rehab Naomi Thomas – at home 
Mae Moyer – recovering at home   Geri Yarnall – at home    
       Bernice Ziegler – Country Meadows 
 

 

Clothing need:  As you may have seen on the news, Heather Glen Senior Living experienced a 

catastrophic fire.  **We have a church member, Doris Shaver, who was living at Heather Glen and has 
been transferred to Country Meadows.  The 82 residents of Heather Glen are safe but have been placed 
in other nursing care facilities in the area.  Heather Glen residents are in need of clothing for adults in 
various sizes, as they have no access to their clothing at the present time.  There is a disaster truck 
parked in front of the facility to receive clothing dropped off there during the day time.  Thank you.   

 

Note from Randy Kresley, former member:  I am doing well living here in The Villages, Florida, 
very active and happy.  I am presently a Deacon at North Lake Presbyterian Church.  
On September 13, it was 10 years that I lost the love of my life, Linda, to our God in Heaven. 

Even though I am no longer a member of UCC Greenawalds, the church will always be in my heart.  I will 
never forget the outpouring of love and support from the congregation when Linda was sick. God Bless. 

Randy Kresley 
 

Thank you from: 
Mary and Dale Christman – thank you, friends, for remembering our 16th 
wedding anniversary.   
Mae Moyer for the cards, phone calls and prayers as she recovers.   
Louise Reinhard for the many cards, phone calls and prayers when she broke           
her foot.   
Dolly Smith for the many cards, phone calls, prayers and kind words of 
sympathy after the passing of her daughter-in-law, Janet.  
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A Word from the Pastor -  
 

Where do we go from here? Motivated by our summer sermon focus and discussions on 
the various elements of the Pledge of Nonviolence, I’ve been asking myself this question 
for some weeks now. Perhaps you have as well.  
  

Like many of you, I confess to feeling unsettled in today’s world. There have been so 
many climate catastrophes of late, discord in the political arena, people struggling with 
personal challenges, poverty, homelessness and inequality, problems of refugees from 
wars, gang violence, and drought in various parts of the world, and debates about 
solutions to these many problems on the world stage.  
 

On my recent study leave I spent time in reading, reflection, meditation and prayer. No 
matter how old I am I continue to wonder who God is calling me to be. I sometimes see 
youth whose example makes me think, “I want to be like them when I grow up.” So I took 
a wide selection of reading materials for my retreat that would allow me to follow where 
the spirit led.  
 

First I read a book on the subject of grief. I was introduced to the book The Wild Edge of 
Sorrow by Francis Weller last summer at the Wild Goose Festival. Weller speaks of grief 
much more broadly than is common in our conversation, and I think he’s onto something. 
He defines 5 Gates of Grief where we experience grief. Then he raises the importance of 
naming our grief and mourning it in ritual as a way to find healing. These are the 5 gates: 
 

1) everything we love, we will lose: people, jobs, home, ability... 
2) the places that have not known love: shame and the parts we hate about ourselves 
3) the sorrows of the world 
4) what we expected and did not receive: the necessity of welcome and engagement and 
the consequences of lack thereof 
5) ancestral grief: instances of grief that are carried and buried for generations 
 

I believe our conversations about nonviolence has provided an opening to conversations 
about our life, our grief, and finding hope in being a community of faith.   
 

Next, I read and reflected on personality and an age old practice of centering prayer that 
offers gifts for all the personality types discussed. For people who are always being in 
control prayer offers the gift of stillness and engagement with others. For people who are 
obsessed by what others will think prayer offers the gift of solitude and presence. And for 
people who are dominated by a need for security and survival, prayer offers the gift of 
silence and listening.  
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As I considered these things, though I found the exercise of understanding my personality 
type useful, I began to set aside the curiosity about who I am and focus instead on the gift 
prayer offers no matter who I am, who we are. And I turned to prayer, centering prayer 
which is based on silence and listening to the movement of the spirit stirring within the 
soul.  
 

And then on returning, I read an article by Chris Begley who is an archaeologist and a 
wilderness survival instructor. In his work Begley is asked and teaches survival skills of 
lighting a fire and living in the wilderness. But he says that in a real disaster, these skills 
are of lesser importance than the skills of relationships. Begley says that we most often 
do not experience such challenges in isolation but in community. He says that if we want 
to survive in a world drastically changed by an emergency of any sort, we will need 
empathy, cooperation, and generosity.  
 

That my friends is why we do church, why we ask the questions about who we are called 
to be, why we are here. It is why we follow Jesus.  
 

                                                                           Pastor Judy   
 

********************* 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION – SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

The 2019-2020 Sunday School year is off to a great start. We are offering a multi-age class 
(kindergarten thru 8th grade), led by Carla Lindenmuth and assisted by Bonnie Marmon, 

Sheri Stephens, and Jan Thomas.  We meet each Sunday from 9-10am, and once a month join 
Music Director, Michael Huffman, for singing Christian music.  In September, we learned about 

early church friends like Paul, Barnabas, and Aquila and Priscilla while reading from Acts and 
Corinthians.  In October and November, we will get to know some of God’s people from the Old 

Testament, such as Josiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Ezra -- until the Advent season begins 
December 1.  Each Sunday we do something fun, active, and/or creative to go along with the 
Bible lesson (and enjoy a breakfast treat)!  Our class currently includes three 7th-graders, one 

4th-grader, two 1st-graders, and one kindergarten student. If you would like more information 
about Sunday School, please see Carla or call her at 610-821-5815. 

 
********************* 

 
 
 
 

  

 



5 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MINISTRY COUNCIL – September 11, 2019 
Next Meeting is October 10 – 3:30 pm 

 

 Devotions provided by Pastor Judy.  “Morning Has Broken – Autumn Version” by 

Maren Tirabassi. 

 Next meeting Thursday, October 10th at 3:00 pm. 

 Approval of August Council minutes. 

 Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports accepted with general discussion.   

 Annex Fund to be replenished at $100 per month. 

 Financial Secretary’s report presented by Sue Borger (transitioning from 

Diane Borman). YTD corrections pending. 

 Ministry Team reports shared by Finance, Mission, Property. 

 Glenn provided update and the timeline on budget proceedings. 

 Janine provided information on relief-bucket project. 

 Lee shared Property report including update on roof and exhaust fan and the hot 

water heater.  Estimate for HWH forthcoming. 

 Pastor’s Report … future Worship planning / AV resources / Faith formation in Fall / 

progress on the Vision statement / Family Promise update ( Harvest of Hope 

Festival) / Little Free Food Pantry / Janet Newett installation Oct. 6 / Vitality Days 

review including Yearbook/Long Range Planning & Bylaws/ Vacation Oct. 14--22 

 Mark shared information on Legacy & Closure resources provided by UCC. 

Continued discussion on timing, preparation, communication of legacy decisions. 

****************************************** 

 
Women’s Retreat – Are you interested?  I have been in conversation 
with several Lehigh Valley pastors about the possibility of a women’s 
retreat.  We are looking at a site nearby in Bethlehem, the St. Francis 
Center for Renewal.  The suggested start time is late afternoon or 

evening of Friday, November 8.  We are considering two possibilities:  either a 24-hour retreat 
ending late Saturday or extending the time through Sunday, perhaps noon.  The theme has yet 
to be determined.  Please let Pastor Judy know if you are interested so we can make plans.  
 

*********************** 
 
The Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts of Troop 8 at UCCG are selling Trails End 

Popcorn products!  Help support these scouts to earn their camping funds.  
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3 GREAT LOVES          LOVE OF NEIGHBOR!                       

 

 

20 Clean Up Buckets were Assembled September 25 
Clean Up Buckets are in demand due to recent hurricanes and flooding that 
have caused havoc in neighborhoods in the United States and the 
Caribbean.  UCC Greenawalds has been making these for many years and 
once again, we thank all of you for your generosity in making this possible.   

 

UCCG will be a temporary drop-off point for other churches to bring buckets for short-
term storage until delivered to the Church World Service warehouse for shipping.  So if 
you see stacks of buckets, remember that it is a temporary solution to a huge problem!  
 

NIN (Neighbors in Need) 

Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of 
NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this 
offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of 
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors 
in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to 
community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special 
consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and 
communities.         
 

We invite you to support this good work through the Neighbors in Need offering with 
financial contributions and your continued prayers.  Our second offering on October 13 
and October 29 will be used to support Neighbors in Need. 

                       

Allentown CROP Walk 
Walkers will be in full force on Sunday, October 13th for the annual CROP 
WALK!  Beginning at St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church on Hamilton Blvd at 1:00 
pm the course weaves through the streets and parks of Allentown to raise 

money for hunger in our area.  This is a national appeal and anyone is welcome to be a 
walker or support the cause with your donation.  Pastor Judy has information to share. 

http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
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HARVEST HOME CELEBRATION will be observed throughout the month of 
November.  As you do your food shopping, please remember those who 
are struggling to put food on their table.  Please bring non-perishable 
items to church and place on the side walls for dedication.  The food will 
be delivered to the Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank, serving residents of 

Allentown and surrounding areas.  Examples of non-perishable items needed:  Soup, 
Canned Goods of any kind, Fruit, Vegetables, Meat, Cereal, Crackers, Coffee & Tea, Juice, 
shelf staples such as Noodles, Rice, Beans, Oatmeal, Spaghetti Sauce, Peanut Butter and 
Jelly.  Thank you for your donations. 

 

 
                               Next UCCG Host Week is November 17-24, 2019 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

HARVEST OF HOPE FESTIVAL  
for Family Promise 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM AT JORDAN UCC GROVE 
COMMUNITY AWARENESS, FOOD, FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT 

 
UCCG will be hosting an activity table at this event and would appreciate the help of  

a few volunteers.  Please contact Pastor Judy if you are able to help! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Parkland Snack Packers meet October 16th  

Our group of packers could use a few more hands to pack Snack Packs at Parkland High 
School, usually the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 2:30 to 4:00 pm. You would be 
working with students to fill the bags of food that go to children who receive subsidized 
meal programs through the school district.  These snack packs aid families on the 
weekend.  If interested in helping, please contact Nanci Snyder at 610-762-5030. 
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Did you know that LIFT (Ladies in Faith Together) is marching in the Greenawalds 
Halloween Parade?  Did you know that Greenawalds had a Halloween Parade? 

 

Saturday, October 26th – 1:00 pm 
 

Yes, we are bringing our church into the community, and still planning our costumes. 
The group will be walking the Greenawalds parade route and then will be hosting a 
table to distribute information and treats at the fire house after the parade.  Come to 
cheer us on! 
 

                         

 
Women’s Guild 

Wednesday, October 30 – 9:00 am – Chow-Chow Making  
Place orders on the chart in the Narthex. 

 

Nursery School News: 

        Honey Fundraiser – The Nursery School is once again selling various honey 

products from Funny Farm Apiaries in Mertztown.  A representative from the Nursery 

School will be in the narthex on Sunday, October 6 and October 13 with various 

product samples for you to see and taste.  They’ll be taking orders for delivery on 

November 8.  Cash or checks made payable to UCCG Nursery School is fine.  If you 

miss the display, you may contact Sheri Stephens with an order (she will have order 

forms.)   

        Used Clothing Drive – We are once again collecting used clothing and other 

items, including shoes, boots, sheets, towels, blankets, purses, and stuffed animals.  A 

pick-up date will be scheduled in spring 2020, so please start going thru your things 

ow.  You may bring all items to the church at any time.  We’ll store them in the Youth 

Room.  All items should be placed in sturdy plastic bags.  Thank you.          
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Happy Halloween 

 

 October  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
6:00 – 9:30 PM – Lehigh 
Valley Chorale 
(Sanctuary) 

 

7:00 PM – Cub Scouts 
Committee meeting 

2  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

3  
6:00 PM – Nursery 
School Board meeting 

4  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

5  
 

6  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – 
Worship/World Wide 
Communion Sunday 

7  
 

 

 

7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

8  
 

 

6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

9  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

10  
3:00 PM – Ministry 
Council 

11  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

12  
 

13  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship 
w/Baptism 

Private Rental of 
Fellowship Hall 

 

14 Columbus Day 
Pastor Judy on vacation 
(10/14 thru 10/22) 

 

 

7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boys 
Scouts 

15  
Pastor Judy on vacation 
(10/14 thru 10/22) 

 

6:00 – 9:30 PM – Lehigh 
Valley Chorale 
(Sanctuary 

 

6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

16 Boss's Day 
Pastor Judy on vacation 
(10/14 thru 10/22) 

 

 

10:00 – 3:00 PM -Quilters 

17  
Pastor Judy on vacation 
(10/14 thru 10/22) 

 

18  
Pastor Judy on vacation 
(10/14 thru 10/22) 

 

 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

19  
Pastor Judy on vacation 
(10/14 thru 10/22) 

 
12:00 – 7:00 PM –private 
rental of Fellowship Hall 

 

    

20 Pastor Judy on 

vacation (10/14 thru 
10/22) 

 
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM – Worship 

 

 York Mission Trip 
departure     

21  
Pastor Judy on vacation 
(10/14 thru 10/22) 

 

 

7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

 

     York Mission Trip 

22  
Pastor Judy on vacation 
(10/14 thru 10/22) 

 
6:00 – 9:30 PM – Lehigh 
Valley Chorale 
(Sanctuary) 

 

6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

 

     York Mission Trip 

 

23  
10:00 – 3:00 PM – 
Quilters 

 

 

 

     York Mission Trip 

24  
6:00 PM – Family 
Promise Board of 
Directors 

 

 

     York Mission Trip 

 

25  
10:00 – 3:00 PM – 
Quilters 

 

 

 

     York Mission Trip 

26  
12:00 – 2:00 PM – 
L.I.F.T. Group / 
Halloween Parade 

3:00 PM – Piano Guild 
Halloween recital 
(Sanctuary) 

 

 

Return from Mission Trip 

27  
9:00 AM – Sunday 
School 

9:30 AM – Choir 

10:00 AM – Hospitality 

10:30 AM - Worship 

28  
 

 

 

7:00 – 8:30 PM – Boy 
Scouts 

29  
 

 

6:30 – 8:00 PM – Cub 
Scouts 

30  
9:00  AM – Women’s 
Guild making chow-chow 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

31 Halloween 
Nursery School 
Halloween Party in 
Fellowship Hall 

 

9:30 – 1:30 PM – Soup 
Kitchen 

2nd offering on October 
13 & October 27 for 
Neighbors in Need 

 

 

   An act of love, no matter how great or small, is always appreciated. 
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OUR STAFF 
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 

pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com     610-391-1078 home 

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 

Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-433-6563 home 

Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 

Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

            Nursery School      610-435-5467 

                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org        FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 

Pastor Judy is usually in the office Monday – Thursday   

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            

 

Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday & Thursdays, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

A volunteer is available in the office on Friday mornings. 

Hospital Code   #439 

 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds 

Members, committee chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged 

to submit information and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at 

churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Donna Field dgfield67@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Sponsorship for October Echoes  

by Ray and Linda Roche 

in loving memory of our son, Todd Roche 
 

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend church 

regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and 

upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

  
 

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. You 

may sign the chart in the Narthex, including your dedication information. 

 

                                We offer 3 sponsorships per month.  Cost is $15.00 per sponsorship. 

 

mailto:pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com
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