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A Word from the Pastor – Stepping Back, Taking Time 
 

Much of our life is organized around various seasons, and yet depending on your vocation, the number 
and ages of people in your household, and your favorite leisure activities, you may experience seasons 
very differently from your neighbor.  In summer, the gardener is hard at work, planting and tending 
seedlings and gathering a harvest of colorful and flavorful produce.  In winter, the gardener sits pouring 
over seed catalogs imagining which additions to the next year’s plantings will add variety and longevity 
to the current plantings.  In contrast, the teacher has a few weeks in the summer for respite and often 
attends workshops about some new theory of teaching a particular subject, then looks to fall, devising 
new lesson plans.  Come fall and throughout the winter and spring, the days and weeks fly by.  
 

When my children were younger, their schedules and activities took precedence in planning my workday 
and leisure time.  This year was very different.  I appreciated my vacation more than ever before.  I had 
ideas for how I might spend the time, but they were flexible, allowing me the distinct pleasure of 
deciding day to day and moment to moment how I would spend my time.  I must say, it was one of the 
most relaxing times of my life.  
 

When those of us in ministry take time to study the work of chaplaincy, we learn that our simple 
presence in pastoral care is more important than any information or advice we might try to offer.  I 
confess, the direction to “just be” is difficult for me.  I have spent a lifetime as eldest child, as big sister, 
as mother, and as single mom, feeling I needed to have the answers, now!  Like my mother, also a single 
mom, I sometimes fell into the trap of proceeding on my first instinct and hoping for the best.  I am 
grateful to have arrived at a time in my life when there is, in general, less urgency.  I pray the lessons of 
taking time this summer will see me through the next season of my life and work.  
 

I hope that you also have had time this summer to simply be.  If not yet, try to schedule a day, a 
weekend, just for you and God.  

Blessings and Peace,    

                                                                           Pastor Judy 
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SUNDAY, August 4                                             9:30 AM    WORSHIP 
Holy Communion 
 
SUNDAY, August 11 
 9:30 AM    WORSHIP  
 
SUNDAY, August 18  9:30 AM    WORSHIP 
 
 
SUNDAY, August 25 9:30 AM    WORSHIP 
 

  
Hospitality for Fellowship is one half hour prior to worship service. 

 

Lay Readers   
Beginning on August 4 and for the next few weeks, we will invite several people from the 
congregation to take part in worship.  Please check the desk in the narthex and choose 
the part you would like to lead or read.  Come to the mike when it is your turn. The parts 
available are:   
 

Call to Worship (Prayer of Invocation) 
Call to Offering 
Reading Scripture Texts 
Call to Second Offering 
 

Let’s give it a try!   
 

************************************************* 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Have you collected water this summer?  Have you rejoiced when a summer shower provided water to 

your garden and lawn?  Have you given thanks for the ready supply of water at the kitchen sink?  Have 

you celebrated the refreshing feeling of a dip in the lake or ocean?  Bring your jar of water for us to save 

and use in baptisms and other rituals over the coming year.  If you cannot be present Sunday, 

September 15, bring your water anytime in the coming weeks. Pastor Judy already has a collection on her 

desk. Your jar of water and theirs will be offered up in our prayers of gratitude for this blessed gift and all 

the places in our life that are touched by it. .    

 
Water Sunday will be celebrated Sunday, September 15 at 10:30am worship. 
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On Our Hearts with Concern 

 

Mary Christman – Devon House              Doris Nissen – at home 
Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home   Doris Shaver – Heather Glen Senior Living 
Phyllis Meckes – Blue Mountain Nursing/Rehab Naomi Thomas – at home 
Mae Moyer – recovering at home   Geri Yarnall – at home    
   Bernice Ziegler – Country Meadows 

 

With Sympathy 
 

To MacKenna Bonawitz on the death of her grandfather, Gary A. Bonawitz – 69 years 
 

To Althea Blose on the death of her brother, Curtis C. Rabert – July 12, 2019 – 91 years 
 

Wedding Congratulations 
 

Scott R. Lakatosh and LeeAnn Cressman married on June 5, 2019 

Molly Kate Horlacher and Stephen Michael Geneczko married on July 20, 2019 

 
 
 
                                UCCG Host Week is September 1 – 8, 2019 
 

Currently there are three families in the program. 
 

We will be adopting a few changes to the volunteer schedules from 
experience with other churches.  All active volunteers should have received a 
letter explaining time changes and a revised list of duties during each shift. 
 

Meal Prep – 5:30 pm Arrival, Dinner served at 6:00 pm 
Evening Host – 5:30 – 8:30 pm 
Overnight Host – 8:30 pm – 6:30 am 
Please contact Karen Griffith if you have any questions. 
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PNEC News 

My friends and colleagues in ministry, 
 
As you may know, I have been married to the love of my life, Steve, for nearly 40 years. Steve is 
twenty-years older than I am and has been in increasingly failing health over the past five years. 
For the past three years, Steve has been in kidney failure and on dialysis. He has also been 
battling debilitating diabetes and neuropathy, congestive heart failure, and increasing minor 
memory issues. As a result, it has been difficult to leave him alone for the long hours I dedicate 
to my call as conference minister or to undertake the travel my position requires. I worry about 
him constantly and as his health declines, this will continue to be a serious issue for him and for 
me. 

 

While on family vacation this July, our son and daughter-in-law invited Steve to come and live 
with them. This would help them with an additional set of adult eyes as they care for their three 
children, would provide Steve with family interactions and someone to be with him on a daily 
basis, and will allow him to avoid the Pennsylvania winters. This will be the sixth time during our 
married life that we have been a bi-locational couple. While we will miss each other, we will be 
in contact daily and I will spend vacation time with him and the family in North Carolina. 

So what does this mean for my call as your conference minister? For me it means that I can 
continue to dedicate myself to fulfilling my call to serve the Penn Northeast Conference without 
worrying about the time I will need to leave Steve alone. It means that I can continue to dedicate 
myself to being the spiritual leader and chief administrator for the conference. It means I will 
have less personal worry as I fulfill my call and covenant with you. 

 

I believe God is calling me to remain in PNEC and look forward to being called as your 
Conference Minister in November. We will continue the progress we have begun together. I 
understand that you may have questions about how Steve’s re-location may impact my tenure 
with you. Please be assured that I have no intentions of moving or retiring for some time. I have 
committed to respond to God’s call to PNEC and to fulfill that call with you.  

 

This relocation is a way to provide ongoing care for Steve. It enables me to continue focusing on 
my call and covenant with you. I hope you feel that we have built positive relationships within the 
conference and see this as a way for us to continue. Please feel free to contact me directly with 
any questions or concerns you might have. 

 

During these days, I ask that you pray for us: Steve, our children, and me, as we move into this 
transition. As you know transitions result in all kinds of emotions: a little fear, a sense of loss, 
and yet, an opportunity to hope in God’s leading us forward. God has been and continues to be 
a partner in Steve’s and my marriage. I feel God’s presence in this transition and these 
decisions.  

 

I trust we, within the conference, can continue to uphold each other now and in the days to 
come, focusing on the gifts we have received from God as we live out our mutual ministry and 
faith. 

  Warmly, 
Bonnie Bates 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM MINISTRY COUNCIL – July 11, 2019 
Next Meeting is August 8 – 4:00 pm 

 Devotions provided by  Bonnie Marmon, “One Small gesture” by Carol Graham 

 Will test 4pm meeting start time on August 8th 

 Approval of June Council minutes 

 Financial Secretary and Treasurer’s reports accepted with general discussion 

 Financial Secretary report presented by Sue Borger (transitioning from Diane Borman) 

 Discussed Fellowship Floor fund,  Canon copier agreement, and Vanco electronic giving 

services during the Treasurer report 

 Finance & Budget to review Canon/Stratix details;  begin the  2020 budget process 

 Ministry Team reports shared by Mission & Property  

 Reminder that Family Promise week is Sept 1- 8 

 Lee shared Property report and motion approved to replace rest room fixtures by Jim 

Rhode, plumber. Necessary monies are to be sourced from the Memorial Fund.  Shared 

the pending decision on bathtub repair at rental property; will seek a 3rd estimate and 

report to MC via email 

 Recap of Vision Workshop conducted by Rev. Bonnie Bates on June 30th; notes shared 

with all Ministry Council members; each asked to select top 5 statements; will await 

further direction from Pastor Judy 

 

CANCELLED – August 29th Soup Kitchen Thursday 
 

As you know, UCCG volunteers at the Soup Kitchen in any month where there is a 5th Thursday.  

Linda & Charlie Roeder will be on vacation, and we were unable to have enough volunteers, so 

we were forced to cancel this time. 

   

 3 GREAT LOVES          LOVE OF NEIGHBOR! 

                        
                                          

      Mission Trip Revised Plan – We are Going to York, PA! 

The mission trip originally scheduled for West Virginia in September has changed gears due to a lack of 
information from West Virginia Disaster Response.  The group has voted to volunteer for Habitat for 
Humanity in York, PA.  14 homes are being constructed on land that once was a neighborhood destroyed 
by fire in 2009.  Housing will be provided by Habitat in shared rooms.  The new date is October 19-26, 
2019.  Since the date has changed, and we will be working in PA, we have room for a few more people if 
anyone is interested in a work camp experience.  The cost is $50 per person.  Please contact Grant or 
Donna Field no later than August 10th, new phone # 610-440-0798.  The next meeting for the mission trip 
is Tuesday, August 13 at 6:30 pm for all participants. 
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Disaster Buckets to be assembled in September 
Our 2nd offering for the month of July will be used to purchase supplies for 
Clean-Up Buckets for Church World Service.  These buckets are in demand 
due to all the storms, floods, and tornados that are wreaking havoc in 
neighborhoods.  UCC Greenawalds has been making these for many years 
and once again, we thank all of you for your generosity in making this 

possible.  This time we collected $494 to be used for this purpose.  Churches of PNEC 
recently collected 42 buckets that were delivered in July to a Birdsboro pickup location.   

                    
 
 

Second Offering for August – Parkland Snack Packs 
 

 

 

LIFT Group opportunities 
Monday, August 5 – 7:00-9:00 pm – Sunflower Wreath Workshop led by Jayne Christman 

Sunday, September 29 – 6:00 pm – Campfire for a Cause at Colleen and Glenn Horlacher’s home 

 

                          

 
 

Women’s Guild 
Wednesday, August 28 – 11:00 am – Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, September 25 – 9:00 am – Making chow-chow 

 

   

Women’s Retreat – Are you interested?  I have been in conversation with several Lehigh Valley 
pastors about the possibility of a women’s retreat.  We are looking at a site nearby in 
Bethlehem, St Francis Center for Renewal.  The suggested start time is late afternoon or evening 
of Friday, November 8.  We are considering two possibilities:  either a 24-hour retreat ending 
late Saturday or extending the time through Sunday, perhaps noon.  The theme has yet to be 
determined.  Please let Pastor Judy know if you are interested so we can make plans.          
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Thank you – Thank You – Thank you to Jane and Larry Bear 
Perhaps you’ve noticed something new in the sanctuary.  Yes, it’s a BIG flat screen TV. We all 
had the opportunity to experience AV aids in worship thanks to the leadership and creativity of 
Janet Newett who served last year as pastoral intern.  Janet’s sermons (and use of video) 
inspired discussion in the Music and Worship Committee and Ministry Council about finding 
more permanent tools for using film clips, music videos, and graphics to enrich our worship 
experience.  We are grateful to the leadership and especially to Jane and Larry Bear who 
stepped up with an offer to fund the project. Everything is in place.  We will continue discussion 
of how best to use these new tools in worship and beyond.  Expect to see and experience and 
discuss something new in the coming weeks.  Share a word of gratitude with Larry and Jane.   

 
Who Are We? What Is Church? 
Sunday, June 30 was a great day of celebration as we gathered for worship, a 

shared meal, and games. A group of 20 stayed for a workshop led by Conference 

Minister Bonnie Bates. We considered a list of values and selected the ones we 

thought particularly relevant to our church and its mission. After prioritizing and 

narrowing the list, we combined them into phrases that might be used to describe 

our vision. In the coming weeks and months the leadership will share the ideas generated that day. You 

will be asked to consider the various statements and respond with your comments to help with the process 

of selecting a statement to take us into the coming years. The final statement will be presented to the 

membership at annual meeting in January.  

 
Ten Rules for Making Every Day a Great Day! 

 

1. Think that good things will happen. 
2. Express gratitude to a loved one. 

3. Put your gripes away in a box. 

4. Be patient with an annoying person. 
5. Do something special for yourself. 
6. Reach out to someone who needs comfort. 
7. Focus deeply on each moment. 
8. Learn from a mistake. 

9. Look closely at a flower or tree you haven’t noticed before. 
10. Smile  
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  A laugh, like sunshine, freshens the day. 
 

 

 

 August  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  
 

2ND offering on August 11 & August 25 for 
Parkland Snack Packs 

1 
 

2  
 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

3  
 

4  
9:30 AM – Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 

Guest Musician is 
Jacob Roth 

5  
 

 

7:00 – 9:00 PM – 
L.I.F.T. Group 
Make a Wreath / 
Fellowship Hall 

6  
 

7  
 

 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

8  
 

4:00 PM – Ministry 
Council 

6:00 PM – Nursery 
School board  

9  
 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

10  
 

11  
9:30 AM – Worship 

Guest Musician is 
Jacob Roth 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

15  
 

16  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

17  
 

18  
9:30 AM - Worship 

19  
 

20  
 

 

6:00 PM – Family 
Promise 
Coordinators 
Meeting 

21  
 

 

10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

22  
 

6:00 PM – Family 
Promise Board of 
Directors 

23  
10:00 – 3:00 PM – 
Quilters 

 

7:05 PM – Iron 
Pigs game with 
fireworks 

24  
 

25  
9:30 AM - Worship 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
10:00 – 3:00 PM – 
Quilters 

11:00 AM – 
Women’s Guild 

29  
  

CANCELLED  

9:30 – 1:30 PM – 
Soup Kitchen 

30  
10:00 – 3:00 PM - 
Quilters 

31  
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OUR STAFF 
 

Pastor Judy Brandon      484-705-5710 cell 

pastorjudy.ucc@gmail.com     610-391-1078 home 

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 

Michael Huffman, Director of Music Ministry  610-433-6563 home 

Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 

Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

            Nursery School      610-435-5467 

                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org        FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 

Pastor Judy is usually in the office Monday – Thursday   

She can be reached by phone anytime for emergencies or appointments.                            

 

Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday & Thursdays, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

A volunteer is available in the office on Friday mornings. 

Hospital Code   #439 

 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds 

Members, committee chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged 

to submit information and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at 

churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Donna Field dgfield67@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Sponsorship Needed for 2019 Echoes  
 

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend church 

regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and 

upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 

This month’s Echoes are sponsored by Linda and Charlie Roeder in 

celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary.  Happy Anniversary !! 
 

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. You 

may sign the chart in the Narthex, including your dedication information. 

 

                                We offer 3 sponsorships per month.  Cost is $15.00 per sponsorship. 
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