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Have you ever dreamt of starting a 
business or taking your business to the 
next level? If you’re anything like me, 
the past several months have given root 
to many new ideas. Maybe for you that’s 
a business idea. Your dream doesn’t 
have to be fantasy; make it a reality in 
Emmetsburg. Between the City of 
Emmetsburg, Emmetsburg Municipal 
Utilities, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and other organizations,  there are 
many financial and educational 
resources that can help turn your idea 
into a refined business plan, and turn 
your plan into an operating business.

The Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC) is a fantastic resource 
for anyone interested in starting or 
growing their business. The SBDC 
provides free, confidential, business 
coaching services including business 
plan development, market research, 
marketing strategies, financing and 
cash flow projections.

Emmetsburg Municipal Utilities (EMU) 
has established two low-interest 
Revolving Loan Funds (RLF) to help 
new and expanding businesses with 
financing. The Retail RLF was approved 

earlier this year and provides up to 
$10,000 at 1.5% to retail businesses for 
remodeling, facade improvements, 
and/or other expansion activity. 

Revolving loan funds may be used in 
combination with Emmetsburg’s 
Commercial Tax Abatement which 
provides a three-year tax exemption on 
100% of the assessed value added by 
the improvements.

EMU also offers eligible business a New 
Business Incentive in the form of a 
one-year 50% gas utility discount, up to 
$2,500.

These are just a few of the business 
resources that are available. This year 
has reminded us all how important it is 
to plan, and the City of Emmetsburg 
and others are here to help. More 
helpful information about business 
resources and incentives may be found 
online at www.emmetsburg.com/ 
starting-a-business. Additionally, I am 
happy to have a conversation about 
your specific ideas, plans and needs. 

Gretchen Reichter 
Marketing & Retail Coordinator
(712) 415-1142

BAD GOLF/LIVE AFTER SIX
Looking for some fun?  Join us for the 21st Annual 
Business Appreciation Day (BAD) Golf to be held 
Thursday, July 23.  Register at 2:30 p.m.; start time 
at 3:00 p.m. Enjoy 9 holes of 4-person best shot 
followed by a COVID-friendly boxed meal.   HBW 
Insurance is sponsoring a Hole-in-One Contest on 
Par 3 Hole #8.  Ace the hole and a $20,000 cash 
prize will be split with $10,000 going to both the 
golfer and the Chamber. For details call 
712-852-2283.   

BAD Golf will be followed with our first Live After 
Six on the Veranda at The Shores of Five Island.  
One Layne Band, sponsored by Bauer Plumbing 
and Heating Inc., will perform from 6:30 – 9:00 
p.m. Bring your lawn chairs to social distance in 
the green space.

BAD Golf is a non-dues revenue event for the 
Chamber which comes from sponsorships 
available to all businesses.  Thanks to Iowa Trust & 
Savings Bank, PACHS, Wessels Oil Co., POET 
Biorefining and Pizza Ranch, our Chamber 
Champion sponsors.

Deb Hite - Director, Emmetsburg Chamber
(712) 852-2283
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COVID-19 LIBRARY UPDATE
The Emmetsburg Public Library continues to 
be open to the public on a limited, 
appointment-only basis. The hours of 
operation, subject to change without 
advanced notice, are Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m., and 
Saturdays 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Patrons will be allowed to visit the library in 
person to browse the collection and use 
other in-library services. The following 
restrictions will apply to this phase of 
re-opening. Thank you for your support and 
understanding.

1) All patrons and staff must wear a mask or 
cloth that covers their nose and mouth while 
they are in the library.

2) Patrons should observe rules of social 
distancing and obey any directional signs 
posted in the facility.

3) Up to ten patrons will be allowed in the 
library at a time. Appointments must be 
made by calling 712-852-4009 or emailing 
info@emmetsburg.lib.ia.us. Appointments 
will be available in 15-minute increments.

4) Visits will be limited to 60 minutes, once 
per day, and we request that patrons use the 
time to browse the collection or use other 
library services rather than to meet with 

others or socialize with staff.

5) At this time, the college building remains 
locked at Entrance 22. Please call when you 
arrive for your appointment to be let inside.

6) Please keep in mind that the college has 
only authorized public access to the facility 
for Wellness Center and library purposes. 
Please do not attempt to access other parts 
of the building during your visit.

7) Please continue to use the curbside 
bookdrop for all returns. Do not return items 
inside with you. The library staff will disinfect 
and quarantine all returns for a brief period.

8) The library continues to offer curbside 
service, and we recommend this option.

The Emmetsburg newsletter is produced by the City of Emmetsburg Marketing & Retail Coordinator



EVENT CALENDAR

EMMETSBURG COLLISION
Justin Lode joined our business community when he 
purchased Emmetsburg Collision in March. 
Emmetsburg Collision is a full service body shop 
and offers paintless dent repair for hail damage. 
Future plans include improvements to the office and 
front of the building. (Stay tuned!) Justin has 
enjoyed Emmetsburg’s small town feel, and he said 
everyone has been very nice. 

SECOND IMAGE BOUTIQUE, LLC
Melissa (Missy) Studer officially opened Second 
Image Boutique LLC in downtown Emmetsburg in 
March. The store offers fine consignments, 
handcrafted items, a boutique line, greeting cards 
and gifts. Missy said it has been fun meeting people 
and learning about our small town, and she is 
looking forward to participating in business and 
community events in the near future. 

COACHES CORNER
Coaches Corner, located just steps away from the 
casino floor and Sportsbook at the Wild Rose 
Casino & Resort, opened on June 23rd. Coaches 
Corner is a bar and grill that offers an array of freshly 
prepared and made-to-order menu items including 
gourmet pizzas, burgers and fast bites. The Wild 
Rose enjoys welcoming guests back and looks 
forward to creating a memorable experience. 

DOUBLE M CATERING & SANDWICH SHOP
Adding to their catering and food truck business, 
Double M Catering & Sandwich Shop opened a new 
storefront in downtown Emmetsburg in March. The 
new restaurant offers delicious smoked meat and 
sandwiches, fried food, salads, smoothies and ice 
cream.  Al Montag said and the community has 
been very welcoming, and they’ve enjoyed building 
relationships with other local businesses.

MYSTIQUE MASSAGE
Kathy Harn opened the doors of Mystique Massage 
on July 1st after working at Five Spa + Store for over 
a year. Kathy said she loved the people, and she’s 
looking forward to seeing old friends and making 
new ones.  Kathy is a Licensed Massage Therapist, 
Level 3 (Master) Reiki Practitioner, and is certified in 
Access Consciousness (Running the Bars). Kathy 
currently offers massage and energy work.

WASHAWAY BAY
Tom and Melanie Monson from Humboldt are the 
proud new owners of the car wash on Highway 18, 
now known as Washaway Bay. The Monsons 
purchased the property in late February and started 
construction and installing new equipment soon 
after. They installed brand new touchless automatic 
car wash bays in March and April, and they’re 
working on additional facility improvements.

EMMETSBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

TOPS® Meeting
Wednesdays at 4:15 PM @ ISU Extension

Country Maid Cares Food Drive
July 6-17 - Country Maid Cares is collecting 
donations for the Palo Alto County UPMO 
food bank to help stock the food pantries 
with items desperately needed during these 
uncertain times. Drop off bins are located at 
Fareway and Hy-Vee in Emmetsburg.

Business Appreciation Day (BAD) 
Golf Outing 
July 23 - 2:30 PM @ Five Island Golf
Sponsored by the Emmetsburg Chamber 

One Layne Band - Live After Six on 
the Veranda @ The Shores
July 23 - 6:30-9:00 PM
Sponsored by Bauer Plumbing & Heating

Ridiculous Days
July 24 and 25

Halfway to St. Pat’s Summer Bash
July 25 and 26 @ Palo Alto Co. Fairgrounds

8:00 AM | BBQ/Steak Teams Arrive
8:00 AM | Registration for Tractor Ride
9:00 AM | 3rd Annual Tractor Ride
9:00 AM-12:00 PM | Craft Show
1:00 PM-5:00 PM | Car Show
2:00 PM-5:00 PM | Firefighter Water Fights
5:00 PM-7:00 PM | One Layne Band
5:00 PM Steak Contest Awards
Sunday @ 2:00 PM | KCBS BBQ Awards

Wearing masks and social distancing are 
recommended per Palo Alto County Public

Men’s Open Golf Tournament
July 25 - 8:30 AM @ Five Island Golf

Call Dockside Lounge @ The Shores to 
register - 712-852-3422

Classics at the Riviera Showing “The 
Sound of Music”
Aug 9 - 4:30 PM

Mobile Food Pantry
Aug 13 - 5:00-7:00 PM @ Grace Baptist

Contribution Deadline: Quacking for a 
Cause Duckie Race
Aug 31 - 6:00 PM 

Donations to enter the race by purchasing a 
rubber duckie may be dropped off with Lori 
Morey or at Horizons Unlimited by calling 
712-852-2211.  

SEE MORE EVENTS ONLINE AT
www.emmetsburg.com/community-events

WELCOME TO EMMETSBURG!


