
DBA QUARTERLY 

“Being a small business  

owner, I realize that 

there are  only so many 

hours in the day and this 

extra boost of visibility 

provided by the DBA is 

very much appreciated.”          

Julie Kubsch Owner, 

Specs Around Town  

Optical Boutique.   
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The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you connected with DBA‘s 

ongoing efforts to support and enhance the vibrancy of our city cen-

ter.   

Our Mission: 
The mission of the Downtown Bloomington Association is to promote the 
revitalization and growth of Historic Downtown Bloomington through  
collaboration among property owners, private citizens, community and  
business leaders, town and government representatives and civic  
organizations.  

Our Vision:  
The Downtown Bloomington Association envisions an active and vibrant 
downtown that preserves the historic character, enhances natural re-
sources and encourages new and continuing opportunities for growth, 
economically, socially and culturally. The vision of DBA fosters pride and 
promotes a positive image of Downtown Bloomington. This vision sup-
ports and attracts businesses and visitors thus enhancing the quality of life 
for all members of the community.  
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Live music,  coordinated by Gabriel 

events, adds a great, feel-good 

vibe to each market. Our top local 

artists are always happy to play at 

our markets, and draw quite a 

crowd !  

The DBA Outdoor  

Farmers’ Market is celebrat-

ing its 20th Year as an iconic 

Downtown Event!   

To commemorate the milestone, we have re-
freshed our logo, and added new merchandise 
to our offerings. Our insulated canvas bags are 
great for transporting fresh meats, eggs and 
cheeses!  



We created an 
exciting new 
event this year 
that quickly out-
grew the con-
straints of a sin-
gle night event! 
Our STEAM-
PUNK themed 
Cogs & Corsets 
become a week-
end full of  
history and 
whimsy, attract-
ing visitors from 
all over the  
Midwest!   
 
Additional  
First Friday 
Themes:  
 
April — Spring Art 
Walk 
 
May — Area Arts 
Invitational 
 
June— 
Steampunk  
Bloomington 

        Cogs and Corsets : A Steampunk Happening 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our  

programs, and how YOU 

can help! 

Downtown Bloomington 

Association 

106 W. Monroe 

Bloomington, IL  61701 

(309) 829-9599 

Tricia Stiller,  

Executive Director 

tstiller 

@downtownbloomington.

org 

Visit us on the web at  

Downtownbloomington 

.org 

Second Quarter Recap—At a Glance 

Number of DBA Events -  13 

Farmers Market— 10 

First Fridays –3 (April, May, June) 

Annual Trivia Night Fundraiser—April 14 

Event Attendance Total ( estimated)  8000 

Volunteers - 75 

Hours given - 200 

Correspondence Record :  

Newsletters sent –24 

Social Media Activity—30 tweets; 180 FB posts 

Meetings attended  - 34 

Private Project Permits in progress 13 

Total 2nd Quarter Private Reinvestment— $431,420 

Public Projects in progress—2 

2nd Quarter Public Reinvestment— $1,608,292 

New Businesses added—3  

 
 

 

Local artist Bernardi, retired teacher from District 

87, adds some finishing touches to her 3D mural, a 

transformed traffic control box located on the  

corner of Washington and Prairie Streets  

downtown.  

 

The DBA is proud to be leading the way in creative 

placemaking efforts downtown. To date, our public 

art program has added 7 wall murals and 7 3D  

Murals ( traffic control boxes) to our landscape.  

 

These efforts, in concert with our urban gardening 

programs (adopt a pot and tree well gardens) are  

coordinated and implemented by the DBA Design 

committee, under the leadership of chair Martha 

Burk, Tree well garden chair Nancy Isaacson and 

Adopt a Pot coordinator Robin VanDerMay 

 

Fun fact: There are 95 oversized flower pots that 

are adopted each year by volunteers who plant and 

care for them year round.  

 


