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First Quarter

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you connected with DBA‘s
ongoing efforts to support and enhance the vibrancy of our city center.

“The DBA is the one
constant that keeps us

Our Mission:

all together. The work

The mission of the Downtown Bloomington Association is to promote the
revitalization and growth of Historic Downtown Bloomington through
collaboration among property owners, private citizens, community and
business leaders, town and government representatives and civic
organizations.

they do to celebrate

Our Vision:

art… there would be

The Downtown Bloomington Association envisions an active and vibrant
downtown that preserves the historic character, enhances natural resources and encourages new and continuing opportunities for growth,
economically, socially and culturally. The vision of DBA fosters pride and
promotes a positive image of Downtown Bloomington. This vision supports and attracts businesses and visitors thus enhancing the quality of life
for all members of the community.

downtown—special
events, plantings, public
none of that without the
DBA.”
Jan Lancaster,
Downtown Business
Owner

In This Issue

Winter Downtown by Offbeat Photography



Farmers
Markets



First Fridays



Upcoming Events



Community



Recap At a Glance

Monthly Indoor Farmers’
Markets provide our
community with year round
access to local foods.

Local favorite David Berchtold entertains the crowd!

The US Cellular Coliseum , from street concourse, comes to life the
third Saturday of every month from December through April,
courtesy of the Downtown Bloomington Association’s Indoor
(Winter ) Farmers’ Market.
Featuring many of your favorite outdoor season vendors, these
monthly markets allow you to enjoy the very finest locally grown
produce, fresh meats, eggs, cheeses and baked goods all year long.
And it wouldn’t be a DBA Farmers’ Market without the added
bonus of a talented local musician.
The indoor market season began November 21 with our full size
annual Thanksgiving Market on the venue’s main floor.
Additional indoor markets were held on the Front Street
Concourse December 16, January 21, February 18,
March 18 and April 15.
Opening Day for the 2017 Outdoor Season is Saturday,
May 6.
—————————————————————————
*Fun Fact: Our winter markets welcomed 4000 guests, with an average expenditure of $15, generating $60,000 in sales for our farmers., as well as carry over impact to those who opted to stay downtown and enjoy lunch, shopping and cultural enrichment.

First Fridays!
A monthly
gathering that
invites people to
“Plan some
Down Time” at
our shops,
galleries,
restaurants and
entertainment
venues.

We extend our
business hours
and make it a
party, the first
Friday of EVERY
month.
Themes:
January — Hands
on ART
February — Annual
Tour de Chocolat’
March
Art Trading Cards/
Luck of the Irish

First Quarter Recap—At a Glance
Number of DBA Events—7
Indoor Farmers’ Markets— 3
First Fridays –3 (January, February, March)
A Community Conversation about Homelessness
Annual Meeting—March 6
Event Attendance Total ( estimated) 4000
Volunteers - 45
Hours given - 75
Correspondence Record :
Newsletters sent –24
Social Media Activity—30 tweets; 180 FB posts
Meetings attended - 34 ; Presentations—2
Private Project Permits in progress 9
Total 1st Quarter Private Reinvestment— $1,179,912
Public Projects in progress—2
1st Quarter Public Reinvestment— $418,950

Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about our
programs, and how YOU
can help!
Downtown Bloomington
Association
106 W. Monroe
Bloomington, IL 61701
(309) 829-9599
Tricia Stiller,
Executive Director
tstiller
@downtownbloomington.
org
Visit us on the web at
Downtownbloomington
.org

Annual Meeting Recap for 2016
Total Number of private building projects: 39
Total Private Reinvestment Dollars: $1,109,635
Total Volunteer shifts: 483 ; Number of hours given: 1200
Valuation of volunteer workforce: $29,688 ($24.74 per hour)
Data source: Independent Sector, State of Illinois; www.independentsector.org/volunteer_time)
Number of Events created, implemented staffed and promoted: 48
Estimated Annual Attendance generated by DBA Events: 69,980
Outdoor Farmers Market, 1500—2000 guest per week, 27 weeks
Indoor Farmers Market 1800 ( 6 markets, 300 each)
First Fridays—4200 ( 12 events, 350 guest per month)
Economic Impact of DBA events ( Est. Avg spent, $15.00) $1,049,700
——————————————————————————————————————————————
Additional Efforts:
Downtown Bloomington Association Member and Friend Tina Salamone, Performing Arts Manager for
the Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts, passed away suddenly on March 6, 2017. DBA Director
Tricia Stiller worked closely with City Staff to plan and implement a celebration of life for the beloved
director which included outreach to family, friend, colleague and peers, and featured a theatrical tribute
comprising Miller Park Summer Theatre Alumni.

