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ecurity Square Mall used to
be a retail gem in northwest
Baltimore County, with
shoppers making purchases
over the years at Sears, Hecht’s,
Montgomery Wards, Hochshild
Kohn’s and Hutzler’s, and even
Woolworth. Currently, Macy’s and
Burlington remain, along with an
electic collection of tenants selling
jeans, children’s clothes, wigs and
sneakers inside the mall, and a
seafood buffet restaurant and ice
cream shop with exterior entrances.
A number of vacant spaces,

including the Sears building and
Fortis Institute vocational school,
weigh on the vitality of the mall.
There is a beauty salon and barber
shop, and Set the Captives Free’s
O.W.E. Center, which includes a
church and Baltimore County’s
newly opened Woodlawn Health
Center. Outside, in the back there is
a movie theatre, automotive claims
and repair shop, trucking school,
and vehicles and 18-wheelers
parked within a massive perimeter
chain linked fence.
Facing Security Square Boulevard

mall, on property owned by Macy’s,
are two structures with falling
awnings and overgrown grass that
used to be an International House
of Pancakes and Bennigan’s.
Reportedly, there are plans to
replace those long-abandoned
restaurant buildings with a fast-food
drive through and convenience store
and gas station.
Administrative Law Judge
Deborah Dopkin oversaw a
series of hearings that got into
details, such as maintenance and
Continued on page 9
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From the Publisher, Kenneth Brown

More Leadership Needed to Get the
Development of Security Square Mall Moving
Anyone who has lived in western Baltimore County
probably has a memorable story to share about a
local mall—be it Westview Mall, Owings Mills
Mall or Security Square Mall. Did you go with your
parents to the mall to pick out a spring or Easter
outfit? Did you plop down on a seat at a lunch
counter for a submarine sandwich and soda? Do you
remember the smell of hot buttered popcorn at the
movies?
I have my share of mall memories. As a Morgan
State College student, I resided with my parents
and brother and five sisters in Woodlawn. It was
a convenient drive to Security Square Mall in my
Datsun B210. One of the first stores to open at the
mall in 1972 was Sears and Roebuck, which at
the time was the largest retailer in the country. I
answered the help-wanted ad and was hired to stock
the store part time. I loved the hustle and bustle of
this iconic department store. And I enjoyed helping
the customers, especially in the shoe department
where at that time you measured people for their
shoe size and helped them try on shoes.
Over the years, the mall flourished and it was the
place to go for your shopping needs. Then came the
decline, with department store after department store,
and tenant after tenant leaving for another location
or shutting down completely, supposedly because
of declining sales. You might recall that in addition
to Sears, the original anchors included Hochschild
Kohn, which sold to Hutzler’s in 1989. Hutzler’s
then sold its space to Montgomery Wards. The muchloved Hecht Co. opened its location in 1979. That
store is now Macy’s. Another original anchor was
J.C. Penney, which left in 2001. That two-level space
became Seoul Plaza. It’s now Set the Captives Free’s
O.W.E. Center, which features outreach, worship and
educational programs. What was Woolworth’s is now
Burlington’s.
The future of Security Mall is of high interest to
residents in the Woodlawn, Windsor Mill and even
the Randallstown area of Baltimore County. There
are task forces and community groups that want to
have a say on the future direction and repurposing of
Security Square Mall space. All this interest isn’t new
to myself and the Northwest Voice newspaper.
It’s hard to believe that next year, Security Square
Mall will celebrate its 50th year. Owings Mills
Mall only lasted 30 years. But look how fast its
replacement, Mill Station, which cost about $100
million to develop, went up four years later. I would
expect the investment into Security Square Mall to

be at least that amount, and hopefully more.
local mall, that might make a difference.
I heard an interesting statistic: Inside Woodlawn/
If our elected officials, government officials and
Windsor Mill, about 75% to 80% of retail dollars
staff, and community leaders would work together to
are spent outside the community. Residents go to
push the effort forward, we might see more progress.
malls in Columbia, Towson, Owings Mills and even
I applaud the NAACP Randallstown for establishing
Hanover (Arundel Mills). So, if we’re looking for
a task force to help in this effort. But the mall is a
a developer to invest that kind of money into our
business entity and the key to addressing the problem
community, we must be prepared to shop locally so a is direct communication with the developers. We
developer sees a return on their dollars.
Continued on page 9
Why didn’t Security Square mall succeed? It
had all the right elements. The property is located
on prime real estate that is situated off a beltway.
The mall is also surrounded by the Social Security
Administration, FBI, Centers for Medicare and

“It’s time for all
parties to focus on
the redevelopment of
Security Square Mall
as a comprehensive
project.”
Medicaid Services (CMS), where thousands of
federal employees work.
Did Security Square Mall give up on the
community or did the community give up on
Security Square Mall? Malls don’t die by themselves.
I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention that Governor put
the final nail in the project when he announced in
2015 that he was cancelling the Red Line transit
project, which had a light-rail stop on Security
Boulevard in front of the mall.
The signs that the mall was in trouble began years
ago. Businesses come and set up to make money.
They leave because they’re not making money. Even
if the situation is not perfect, you work to make it
better instead of just abandoning the mall. I believe
Security Mall was abandoned.
There are a number of reasons for the status of
the mall, as I see it. The blame has to be shared
between mall owners, consumers, local government
and elected officials. Mall owners should focus on
creating a more robust tenant mix, as well as offering
great merchandise, safety, and lighting in the parking
lot. Consumers should invest their dollars in their
neighborhood mall. That’s not to say you can’t shop
at other locations, but if we make our first stop the
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Five Years Later, Baltimore County Has Not Paid
Jury’s Award in Korryn Gaines Fatal Shooting
Al Sharpton, others criticize county for ‘stalling’ in paying $38M award to family.

PHOTO: GEORGE WHITE

On Aug. 1, it will be five years
Action Network, told the
to the day that police corporal
crowd of demonstrators
Royce Ruby shot and killed
holding signs #Say her name,
Korryn Gaines and severely
that enough is enough. “I
injured her then 5-year-old son
want to be real clear that
in her Randallstown apartment.
I’m here for this mother and
Gaines, who suffered mental
the children. I’m not here for
illness and was fearful of police,
politics and I’m not here for
refused to answer her door
games. It does not take five
to accept a warrant to appear
years to understand what
in court for a traffic violation.
you’ve done to this family,”
Officers inappropriately got the
Sharpton said. “We came
key from Carriage Hill Apartment
today to pick up a check,
management to enter, but
not pick up a date.” He was
Gaines’ front door was chained.
referring to a procedural
After a six-hour standoff Ruby
hearing that took place
shot Gaines, who had a legally
shortly before the start of the
registered gun, through the wall.
rally.
Baltimore County State’s
J. Wyndal Gordon, an
Attorney Scott Shellenberger
attorney on the legal team
The Rev. Al Sharpton speaks at a rally to protest Baltimore County’s handling of the $38 million jury award
said Ruby was justified in the
representing Gaines’ family,
to the family of 23-year-old Randallstown mother Korryn Gaines, who was killed by police on Aug. 1, 2016.
killing, but a jury that heard
criticized the county’s
weeks of testimony, including
handling of the case, as well
old’s two children and parents $38
the jury award in July 2020 and
from officers who were on the scene,
as
Baltimore
County State’s Attorney
million in damages. The Maryland
remanded the case to the judge, and
disagreed and awarded the 23-yearScott
Shellenberger
for declining
Court of Special Appeals upheld
Baltimore County has refused to
to
prosecute
the
officer.
Ruby is no
pay it, offering a significantly lower
longer
on
the
police
force
for reasons
amount. So the case drags on.
the
department
did
not
share
but
A rally will be held on Monday, Aug.
reportedly
is
unrelated
to
the
Gaines
2, at 6 p.m. on Patriot Plaza in front
killing.
of the County Courthouse to remind
“We want closure. We want not
the public that while settlements
only
acivil verdict, we want criminal
have been made in high-profile cases
prosecution,”
Gordan said. “When a
across the country, and police reform
police
officer
commits
homicide they
legislation has passed in Maryland,
should
be
prosecuted.
If someone is
justice has not been served in
liable
for
someone’s
wrongful
death
Baltimore County. The rally follows
and
violated
their
constitutional
one held June 30 in Towson, which in
rights, they should be prosecuted.
addition to civil rights activist Rev. Al
They should be disciplined
Sharpton featured other speakers.
Sharpton, president of the National Continued on page 8
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Eligible Parents Can Receive Up to $300
Per Child Per Month in Child Tax Credits
Money is on the way or has arrived for millions
of parents—this time in the form of advanced
child tax credits.
The American Rescue Plan, the federal
government’s third economic stimulus package
signed in March, raised the maximum child tax
credit in 2021 to $3,600 for children under the
age of 6 and to $3,000 per child for children
ages 6 through 17. Before 2021, the credit was
worth up to $2,000 per child.
Under the $1.9 billion plan, income-eligible
parents can either claim 100% of their 2021
child tax credit when they do their 2021 taxes
(that's the tax return due in April 2022), or they
can receive 50% of that money now in cash and
claim the other 50% on their taxes later.
Each payment will be up to $300 per month
for each child under age 6 and up to $250 per
month for each child ages 6 through 17. The
IRS will issue advance payments on July 15,
Aug. 13, Sept. 15, Oct. 15, Nov. 15 and Dec. 15.
For example, if you qualify for a $3,000 child
tax credit, you could get six $250 payments

between July and December (for a total of
$1,500) and then claim the remaining $1,500 on
your tax return.
The IRS began advancing half of the total child
tax credit, in monthly payments, to taxpayers who
meet certain adjusted income levels: $75,000
or less for singles, $112,500 or less for heads
of household, and $150,000 or less for married
couples filing a joint return and qualified widows
and widowers. Families will receive their payments
by direct deposit, debit card or by a check.
The payments, which are not taxable and
will not affect any government benefits, are
automatic. Families will claim the other half when
they file their 2021 income tax return. These
changes apply to tax year 2021 only.
Even after payments begin, families can stop
all future monthly payments they choose. They
do that by going to the Child Tax Credit Update
Portal at irs.gov, and selecting the unenroll
feature. Families who make this choice will
receive the rest of their child tax credit as a lump
sum when they file their 2021 federal income

tax return next year. To stop all payments
starting in August and the rest of 2021, they
must unenroll by Aug. 2.
The unenroll feature can also be helpful to
any family that no longer qualifies for the child
tax credit or believes they will not qualify when
they file their 2021 return. This could happen
if, for example: their income in 2021 is too high
to qualify them for the credit; or someone else
(an ex-spouse or another family member, for
example) qualifies to claim their child or children
as dependents in 2021.
Normally, the IRS will calculate the advance
payment based on the 2020 income tax return.
If that return is not available, the IRS will use
your most recent tax return to determine
whether you qualify for the child tax credit and
to see how old the kids will be so it knows how
much to send you each month.
People can update their bank account
information or preference for a monthly or lumpsum using the Child Tax Credit Update Portal at
irs.gov.
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Sharpton Calls Korryn Gaines
Case a 'National Disgrace'
administratively. That did not happen
in this case.”
Gaines’ mother, Rhanda Dormeus,
said the delay in resolving the
case has taken a toll on the family.
“Baltimore County has put my
healing process on hold. It has not
allowed me to move forward in my
life emotionally and psychologically,
which effects my physical.”
An emotional Dormeus continued.
“The jury sat for three weeks and
heard harrowing testimony. They did
not come to the decision on a whim.
They heard the testimony of officers
stating in so many words, ‘ We don’t
know why [the shooting] happened.’ ”
Ahead of the demonstration, a
spokesperson for Olszewski released
a statement about the Gaines case:
“This administration inherited the
case following the tragic death of
Ms. Gaines, and our focus now is
on doing right by the family of Ms.
Gaines and, in particular, her children.

B

After years in court, the county made
a significant offer to resolve this
matter, which reflects the highest
amount we believe the court may
award under the law.”
To “clarify the facts,” the statement
points out, Officer Ruby is no
longer with the department, that
the administration has created
an equitable policing workgroup,
supported police reform and created
a policy on when footage from body
worn cameras should be released to
the public.
Sharpton called the status of the
case a national disgrace. “When will
you respect the decision of the jury
that was underscored by the Court
of Special Appeals? This is a national
issue when a judge can be overruled
by the Court of Special Appeals, and
you still sit around stalling. When
a judge won’t recuse himself of
deciding why he shouldn’t recuse
himself, it’s a national disgrace.”

ishop

Bishop Barry Pest Control Inc.

2222 Jefferson Street, Suite3
Baltimore, MD 21205
MDA#28521

We Inspect and Treat Termites, Bed Bugs, Mice, Rats
Roaches, Ants, Fleas and other Household Pests

“NO REST FOR
THE PESTS”

Bishop Barry Chapman

President & Chief Executive Officer
Cell. 410-292-3029
Email. bishopbarrypestcontrol@gmail.com
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Continued from page 4

County Executive Johnny Olszewski and Council Chair Julian Jones (center) are flanked
by Del. Pat Young and Set the Captives Free senior pastor Karen Bethea on the left
Health and Human Services Department Director Gregory Branch on the right.

Ribbon Cutting Celebrates
Opening of Woodlawn Health
Center at O.W.E. Center
The Woodlawn Health Center, which
was once housed in the smallest
physical location of Baltimore
County’s eight health facilities, is open
for business at a new location in the
south end of Security Square Mall.
County officials cut the ribbon on
July 20 to officially open the health
center in a 8,800 square-foot site,
managed by Set the Captives Free's
O.W.E. Center. The new location
more than doubles the previous
health center space, and will provide
patients with improved access to
public transportation, expanded onsite
parking, and increased access to
community services.
“Everyone deserves access to
quality healthcare options and
community health centers serve
as a critical safety-net for so many,
providing essential care to those
who often need help the most,”
stated County Executive Johnny
Olszewski. The COVID-19 pandemic
has underscored the need to do even
more to support community health
and address chronic health conditions
of residents, he told elected officials
and community leaders who gathered
to observe the ribbon-cutting. The
move will address long waits for
services, as well as the inconvenience
of residents forced to use other health
centers for their care.
Previously housed in cramped
quarters beneath the Woodlawn
Public Library, the Woodlawn Health

Center was the busiest of the
county’s health centers, accounting
for about 25 percent of all patients
served, county officials say. The $1.5
million construction project began in
December 2020.
The expansion was completed
in partnership with Set the
Captives Free, a 2,000-member
nondenominational church that
operates the O.W.E. Center for
outreach, worship and educational
services. It houses a pantry and is to
have a 24/7 daycare center and youth
center and offer workforce training
programs.
Karen Stanley Bethea, senior pastor
of Set the Captives Free, who noted
that her vision was seven years in the
making, stated, “We are here to meet
the needs of our residents and lift
up our community. We’re excited to
continue building on this work in the
years ahead.”
Gregory Wm. Branch, director of
Health and Human Services and
Baltimore County Health Officer,
said, “This new site and the public/
private partnership will go a long
way toward removing barriers
for accessing essential services,
enhancing community education/
outreach efforts, and improving health
outcomes in this community.”
Additionally, Baltimore County plans
to relocate the Woodlawn WIC Center
to the new health center site for onestop health and nutrition services.
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Chick-Fil-a and Gas Station Proposed at Mall
Continued from page 1
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parking agreements,
Mall for retail,
and operational
recreation, economic
agreements, such
growth, aesthetics,
as who uses the
public health,
parking lots, all
and ecological
for the purpose of
productivity,
determining whether
coordinated plans and
the mall should be a
interests affecting the
planning shopping
greater community.”
center. Participating
The task force
were attorneys
includes elected
representing the
officials, county
five owners and
representatives and
Baltimore County.
community leaders.
They called
According to
witnesses to question
a statement from
and cross examine.
NAACP, County
No decision has
Executive Johnny
structures in front of Security Square Mall, owned
been rendered, and no Two
Olszewski said
by Macy’s, remain abandoned after about 20 years. There
timeline for a decision are plans to convert the properties to a gas station and
he looks forward
has been set. Decisions convenience store, and a Chick Fil-a. Some members of the
to working with
community are concerned about the piecemeal development
on some of the previous
the task force
requests for refinements to the plan have taken
“because we know that it can thrive as a worldmonths.
class shopping center and community hub, and
The NAACP Randallstown has established a
we look forward to continuing our work with the
task force to look into barriers to revitalization
community to revitalize this important regional
and offer input on “the enhancement of Security
anchor.”

Publisher Column: Security Square Mall
Continued from page 2

can’t just go around picking up
trash around the mall, which
is privately-owned entity, and
think we’re making a meaningful
contribution.
A lot of us sat in a community
meeting in March 2017 at
the Morning Star Baptist
Church Community Outreach
and Educational Center in
Woodlawn with community
leaders, government officials
and developers. Howard Brown
of David S. Brown Enterprises
shared his vision for future
redevelopment of the mall. At
that meeting, Brown declared the
mall dead and offered a plan for
a mixed-use town center concept
with a combination of housing,
big box stores, small retailers and
restaurants.
How close are we to a resolution
for the mall?

As admirable as Brown’s plan
is—and I’m sure the community
appreciates his interest—it’s my
belief that if you really want to get
things done you bring more than
one interested developer to the
table. Competition seems to move
things along quicker.
I watched the competition play
out in Owings Mills in the case
of Foundry Row and the nearby
Metro Centre at Owings Mills.
Two developers—Greenberg
Gibbons and David S. Brown were
interested in the same property. In
the end, after some legal battles
and community intervention, we
ended up with two great venues.
I know there are some legal
issues related to Security Square
Mall and the Board of Appeals
is hearing testimony that relates
to the definition of a planned
shopping center. Its decision will

determine what types of tenants
can come to mall. But from a
development standpoint, a more
profound sense of urgency to
revitalize the mall is sorely needed.
The era of the mall is over. The
question is what will we see at the
mall and what type of shopping
and leisure experience we will
see. We cannot accept a piecemeal
approach for a venue that can
provide a much-need boost to our
economy and community. It’s
time for all parties to focus on the
redevelopment of Security Square
Mall as a comprehensive project
for the benefit of the community.
State and local elected officials,
Baltimore County government,
where are you? We need your
leadership and influence at the
table now.
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Consumer Alert:

Moratorium on
Residential Evictions
Set to Expire Aug. 15
The Governor of Maryland’s executive
order prohibiting residential evictions for
non-payment of rent will expire on Aug. 15,
2021. At that time, Maryland courts will be
able to order evictions in cases filed since
the temporary prohibition was ordered in
March 2020, even if the residential tenant
has suffered a significant loss of income due
to the COVID pandemic.
Eviction is a legal procedure. A landlord
cannot just tell tenants they must move,
change the locks, cut off the utilities, or put
belongings out on the street. A landlord can
file a failure to pay rent action in court as
soon as the rent due date has passed and the
tenant has not paid all of the rent. Currently,
the landlord does not have to give advance
notice of unpaid rent to the tenant before
filing a failure to pay rent eviction. For
more information about residential evictions
in Maryland, including the CDC eviction
moratorium that expires July 31, 2021, visit
bit.ly/3foQbJU.
Tenants who are currently behind on
their rent may qualify for rental assistance
and may be able to obtain legal help once
a failure to pay rent action is filed. The
Office of the Attorney General is providing
this list of resources for tenants in need of
assistance. Tenants should seek help as soon
as possible.
Rental Assistance
• Maryland Emergency Rental
Assistance Call Center: 877-5465595 or dhcd.maryland.gov/Pages/
EvictionPrevention/default.aspx
(This site also has links to local/
county rental assistance programs.)
• 2-1-1 Maryland: Call 2-1-1 and the
staff will connect you with rental
assistance (also available online at
search.211md.org).
• Contact your local or county
government to ask if it has a rental
assistance program.
Legal Help
• Maryland Legal Aid (free and lowcost legal help): www.mdlab.org
• Disability Rights Maryland (free and
low-cost legal help): 410-727-6352 or
disabilityrightsmd.org
—Maryland Attorney General’s Office
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RANDALLSTOWN PARADE AND FESTIVAL
Baltimore County Citizens and Leaders
(BCLC) held the first Randallstown
Celebration of Life Parade and Festival
on July 3 at Northwest Regional Park in
Owings Mills. From top, left to right:
Entertainment featured singing groups,
musicians and dancers, organized by
Tasha Fitzgerald. Baltimore County
Public Schools Superintendent Darryl
Williams, board members Makeda Scott
and Cheryl Pasteur, and others education
staff and advocates participated in the
parade. Windsor Mill residents Kim
Mason, Keith Hathaway of American
Legion Post #263) and Tavon Johnson
enjoy a barbecue. U.S. Congressman
Kweisi Mfume chats with former state
delegate Dan Morhaim. Navy Gold Star
family Stan Freeman, Greg Goode and
Joyce Goode of Windsor Mill enjoy the
day Families enjoy the awards program
and music. Baltimore County State
Democratic Central Committee members
George White, Bishop Barry Chapman
and Danny Blount supported the event.
Photos:
Janet Anderson and George White
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RANDALLSTOWN

PhoPho

CATONSVILLE 4TH PARADE

Baltimore County Fire
Department parademics pose
with Maryland Speaker of
the House Adrienne Jones,
BCLC founder Dean Scott
and Delegate Ben Brooks.
Middle: Jimmy Lewis,
Efrem “Easy” Carter,
Marcus Johnson, president
of Black Tiger Motorcyle
Club, Dwayne Taylor and
Kimberly Dandridge).
Bottom: Shirley Roscoe,
Vanessa Smith, Reesie
Hudnall shop at the vendor
tables.

Photos by George White
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As restrictions put in place to address
the pandemic loosen, community events
and activities are resuming. Mark your
calendars for the following meetings and
activities
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to host community movie nights. Showing
are movies such as Harriet and Black
Panther. Some organizations are elevating
the outdoor movie experience with music
and other activities. Bring your own lawn
chairs, food, popcorn, drinks and snacks,
and cash for the vendors. Visit the @
BCAACFest Facebook page.

BUSINESS MARKET
The Security Woodlawn Business
Association is hosting a business market
where vendors will share their wares on
Thursdays through Sept. 16 from noon
to 6 p.m. on the parking lot of City View,
6700 Security Blvd.

UNITY IN THE COMMUNITY
Save our Young Baltimore is hosting its
second annual Building Bridges Bike Ride
on Saturday, Aug. 7, from 7 a.m. to noon at
Woodlawn High School, 1801 Woodlawn
Drive, 21207. You can walk, run or ride
in person or virtually. Books bags will be
distributed, but registration is required.
Kids are free. For registration information
and other details, visit soybaltimore.org.

COMMUNITY MOVIE NIGHTS
The Baltimore County African American
Cultural Festival is partnering with
community associations and other groups

SHRED DAY AT RANDALLSTOWN BCPL
Bring your household paper to be
shredded ib Wednesday, Aug. 11, at 7
p.m. at the Randallstown library, 8604

Liberty Rd. Limit of three bankers boxes of
paper per vehicle. This will be a drive-up,
contactless event.
FREE SUMMER CONCERTS
• FR Summer Concert at Foundry Row
takes place Thursdays July 15 through
Aug. 19, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Live music
from local bands.
• The Catonsville Chamber of
Commerce presents its Frederick
Road Friday Concerts on Fridays July
9 through Aug. 27 from 6 to 8 p.m. at
15 Mellor Ave. in Catonsville.
• Lurman Woodland Theatre weekend
concerts take place 6 to 8 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays through Aug.
15 from 5 to 7 p.m. through Aug. 29.
LOCAL FARMERS MARKETS
• Reisterstown Improvement
Association Reisterstown Farmers
Market, Sundays through Nov. 21, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., Main Street circle of
Franklin Middle School, rain or shine.
• Northwest Chamber of Commerce
Farmers Market, Wednesdays through
Nov. 10, Hilton Garden Inn, 4770
Owings Mills Blvd. in Owings Mills.
• Original Catonsville Farmers Market
held Wednesdays at The Christian
Temple, 5820 Edmondson Ave.
• Catonsville Chamber Farmers Market,
Sundays through Nov. 21, 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at 15 Mellor Ave. in Catonsville.
• Pikesville-Owings Mills Chamber
of Commerce Farmers Market,
Tuesdays through Nov. 30, 2 to
6 p.m., Pomona Square, 1700
Reisterstown Rd. in Pikesville.
SCHOOL BOARD
Upcoming meetings of the Baltimore
County Board of Education will be held
virtually on July 14 and Aug. 11 and 25, at
6:30 p.m. To watch the meetings online,
go to bcps.org/video/liveStream.html.
You can submit comments to the board at
boe@bcps.org.
COUNTY COUNCIL
Upcoming meetings of the County
Council will be held via web conferencing
at 6 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 2, and Sept.
7; the work sessions are on Tuesday,
July 27, and Aug. 31 at 4 p.m. For more
information, including on the agendas
and instructions to watch the meeting
online, visit baltimorecountymd.gov/
countycouncil. The virtual meeting page is

July 2021

at baltimorecountymd.gov/countycouncil/
virtualmeetings.html. Or you may call
410-887-3916 for more information.
The public are encouraged to provide
written testimony or comment via email
at countycouncil@baltimorecountymd.
gov or traditional mail.
POLICE COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL
These councils consist of community
leaders, interested citizens and
representatives of the local business
community, which meet to resolve issues
of concern and provide an open forum.
The forums begin at 7 p.m. Dates and
times may change during the summer.
• Wilkens Precinct 1 meetings are held
the second Tuesday of each month at
Arbutus Library, 855 Sulphur Spring Rd.
in Arbutus, 21227. The police precinct
station number is 410-887-5165.
• Woodlawn Precinct 2 meetings are held
the second Wednesday of each month.
The police precinct station number is
410-887-4714. Call for details.
• Franklin Precinct 3 meetings are
typically held the third Tuesday of
the month at 7 p.m. in Reisterstown,
21136. There will be no meetings in July
and August. Brad Sharpless is director
and may be contacted at bvsharpless@
hotmail.com. The precinct station
number is 410-887-6985.
• Pikesville Precinct 4 meetings are held the
fourth Tuesday of each month. Jerry
D’Antoni may be reached at j.dantoni@
verizon.net or pcrcprecinct4@gmail.
com. The precinct contact number is
410-887-6775.
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National Night Out
Promotes Community
Policing

Signs of Alzheimer’s Disease Vs. Age-Related Changes
Conversations about the wellbeing of relatives, friends and
caregivers are revealing that more families appear to be
dealing with dementia in their loved ones. The most common
type of dementia is Alzheimer's, a brain disease that causes a
slow decline in memory, thinking and reasoning skills.
Over 110,000 seniors are living with Alzheimer's disease
in Maryland, according to the state Department of Aging. That

number is expected to increase by almost 20% to 130,000 by
2025. Over 16% of the residents of Baltimore County are aged
65 or over, and some are in need of a residential memory care
facility.
The Alzheimer’s Association encourages that you to
schedule an appointment with your doctor if you notice any of
the warning signs in yourself or someone you know.

10 Warning Signs and Symptoms
1. Memory loss disrupts daily life.

2. Challenges in planning or solving
problems.
Warning signs: Changes in the ability
to develop and follow a plan or work
with numbers; trouble following a
familiar recipe or keeping track of
monthly bills; difficulty concentrating
and taking much longer to do things
than they did before.
Age-related change: Makes
occasional errors when managing
finances or household bills.

3. Difficulty completing familiar
tasks.

Warning signs: Difficulty completing
daily tasks, such as driving to a familiar
location, organizing a grocery list or
remembering the rules of a game.
Age-related change: Occasionally
needs help to use microwave settings
or to record a TV show.

4. Confusion with time or place.

Warning signs: Loses track of dates,
seasons and the passage of time;
trouble understanding something if
it is not happening immediately; and

forgets where they are or how they
got there.
Age-related change: Gets confused
about the day of the week but figures
it out later.

5. Trouble understanding visual
images or spatial relationships.

or decision-making, for example
when dealing with money or pays
less attention to grooming or keeping
themselves clean.
Age-related change: Makes a bad decision or mistake once in a while, like
neglecting to change the oil in the car.

Warning signs: Vision problems,
which may lead to difficulty with
balance or trouble reading; problems
judging distance and determining
color or contrast, causing issues with
driving.
Age-related change: Vision changes
related to cataracts.

9. Withdrawal from work or
social activities.

6. New problems with words in
speaking or writing.

Warning signs: May become
confused, suspicious, depressed,
fearful or anxious; may be easily upset
at home, with friends or when out of
their comfort zone.
Age-related change: Develops very
specific ways of doing things and
becomes irritable when a routine is
disrupted.

Warning signs: Trouble following
or joining a conversation; stops in
the middle of a conversation with
no idea or how to continue, or
repeats themselves; struggles with
vocabulary, haves trouble naming
a familiar object or uses the wrong
name (e.g., calls a watch a hand-clock).
Age-related change: Sometimes has
trouble finding the right word.

7. Misplacing things and losing the
ability to retrace steps.

Warning signs: Puts things in unusual
places; accuses others of stealing,
especially as the disease progresses.
Age-related change: Misplaces things
from time to time and retraces steps
to find them.

8. Decreased or poor judgment.

Warning signs: Changes in judgment

PHOTO: DEPOSITPHOTOS

Warning signs: Forgets recently
learned information, important dates
or events; asks the same questions
over and over; and increasingly needs
to rely on memory aids (e.g., reminder
notes or electronic devices) or family
members for things that they used to
handle on their own.
Typical age-related change:
Sometimes forgets names or appointments, but remembers them later.

On Tuesday, Aug. 3, the Baltimore
County Police Department will
participate in the 38th year of
National Night Out. This annual
community-building campaign
promotes police-community
partnerships. The department sees
it as an opportunity for people to
come together and build lasting
relationships with the officers who
serve in their neighborhoods.
The celebrations will include
block parties, carnival games,
school supply drives, educational
seminars and more.
The Police Department
encourages community members
to turn on their porch lights on to
show your commitment to your
community and public safety.
Check with your local police
precinct or your homeowners
and community associations for
activities

Warning signs: Changes in the ability
to hold or follow a conversation.
Age-related change: Sometimes
feels uninterested in family or social
obligations.

10. Change in mood or personality.

With early detection, you can
explore treatments that may provide
some relief of symptoms and help
maintain a level of independence
longer.
The Alzheimer’s Association can be
reached 27/4 at its helpline, 800272-3900. All association services
are available free of charge (except
conferences and seminars). Other
resources are the Baltimore County
Department of Aging and Maryland
Department of Aging.

Summer Youth Meal
Distribution

Baltimore County is partnering with
Baltimore County Public Library
(BCPL) and Kidz Table to provide
meals for youth at 11 BCPL locations.
Two breakfasts and two lunches
will be served from noon to 2 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at
11 county branches, including these in
the northwest area:
• Owings Mills Branch
10302 Grand Central Avenue,
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
• Randallstown Branch
8604 Liberty Road, Randallstown,
Maryland 21133
• Woodlawn Branch
1811 Woodlawn Drive, Woodlawn,
Maryland 21207

Page 14 						

Northwest Voice 				

July 2021

Free Summer Lunch Program Comes to the Community
PHOTO: JANET ANDERSON

Baltimore County Public Schools is offering free breakfast and lunch meals to all youth 18 years of age and under through the Summer Food
Service Program from Monday, June 28, through Friday, Aug. 20. During the program, meals will be provided Monday through Friday at the
following sites and times:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

 arriage Hill Apartments, 3456 Carriage Hill Circle, 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
C
Catonsville High, 421 Bloomsbury Ave., 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Deer Park Middle, 9830 Winands Rd., 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Featherbed Lane Elementary, 6700 Richardson Rd., 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Franklin Middle, 10 Cockeys Mill Rd., 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Garrison Forest Apartments, 6 Green Mountain Court, 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Glyndon Elementary, 445 Glyndon Drive, 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Johnnycake Elementary, 5910 Craigmont Rd., 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Melvin Park Apartments, 351 Suter Rd., 12:30 – 1:15 p.m.
New Town High, 4931 New Town Blvd., 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Northwest Academy, 4627 Old Court Rd., 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Owings Mills Elementary, 10824 Reisterstown Rd., 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Pikesville High, 7621 Labyrinth Rd., 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Scotts Branch Elementary, 8220 Tawnmoore Rd., 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Sudbrook Middle, 4300 Bedford Ave., 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Sussex Elementary, 515 South Woodward Drive, 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Westowne Elementary, 401 Harlem Lane, 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Winand Elementary, 8301 Scotts Level Rd., 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Winfield Elementary, 8300 Carlson Lane, 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Woodlawn Middle, 3033 St. Lukes Lane, 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Families are encouraged to take advantage of this program. The times
and locations are subject to change.
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Crime in the Northwest: Homicides, Shootings Including One Involving Police Officers

PHOTO: JANET ANDERSON

Below is a round-up of cases from the Baltimore County Police Department.

Two Baltimore Officers Shot, Suspect Dead at
Security Square Mall
A police involved shooting that took place at Security
Square Mall on July 13 ended with the suspect in a
homicide investigation killed and two Baltimore City
officers shot. The officers were taken to Shock Trauma
in stable condition, and have since been released.
The suspect was identified as 32-year-old Justin
Powell of Baltimore.
Mall employees and students at the trucking school
located at the mall were starting to arrive when
at around 8 a.m. Baltimore County police officers
responded to the 6900 block of Security Boulevard
after receiving calls that two U.S. Marshals had been
shot.
Upon arriving on scene, the injured officers were

located suffering from gunshot wounds and later taken
to an area hospital with non-life threatening injuries.
A preliminary investigation reveals detectives with
the Baltimore Police Department, assigned to the
U.S. Marshals’ Capital Area Regional Fugitive Task
Force, were looking for a vehicle and suspect wanted
in reference to a homicide that occurred in Baltimore
City on June 19.
According to Baltimore County Police, task force
members observed the targeted vehicle and suspect
in the parking lot of the mall. As officers approached
the vehicle, the suspect exited the vehicle and fired
multiple rounds at officers, striking the two Baltimore
detectives. Multiple officers returned fire, striking the
suspect. The suspect was taken to an area hospital,
where he was pronounced dead.
The investigation is ongoing. As the criminal
investigation is handled by the Baltimore County
Police Department, members of the Baltimore Police
Department, Special Investigation Response Team,
remain focused on the internal investigation regarding
the officer-involved shooting.
Double Shooting in Woodlawn
Baltimore County Police are investigating a double
shooting on June 14 in Catonsville that has left one
person dead and another injured. The victim has been
identified as 30-year-old Darrin Barnes of Pikesville.
Police responded to the 1100 block of Ingleside
Avenue, 21207, just after midnight where they located

two people in the parking lot of BJ Mallards suffering
from gunshot wounds. Both were taken to an area
hospital. The male victim was pronounced dead shortly
after arrival. The female victim is expected to survive.
Double Shooting in Randallstown
A man and woman are recovering after being shot July
10. The victims were leaving their vehicle in the 3600
block of Laguna Court when the incident occurred. One
victim was grazed by a bullet, and the other person was
struck. Neither injury appears life-threatening.
Man Injured in Reisterstown Shooting
A 27-year-old man was hospitalized on June 9 after
an early morning shooting in the unit block of Main
Street in Reisterstown. Officers located the victim
outside, suffering from a gunshot wound to his lower
body and injuries to his face.
Anyone who may have information about any
of the incidents is asked to contact the Baltimore
County Police Department’s Violent Crimes Unit
at 410-307-2020. Individuals may remain anonymous
and may be eligible for a reward when submitting tips
through Metro Crime Stoppers.
Metro Crime Stoppers of Maryland offers rewards
of up to $2,000 for information that leads to
the arrest and charges in connection with felony
offenses. Anonymous tips can be sent to Metro
Crime Stoppers by phone (1-866-7LOCKUP), online
(metrocrimestoppers.org) or via mobile app (P3TIPS).
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Owe Library Fines? Your Balance is Being Cleared

The libraries are now open. Customers who may
not have visited the Baltimore County Public Library
(BCPL) recently due to financial obligations, or
fear of accruing late fines, are encouraged to
visit their local branch. Extended loan fees have
been permanently discontinued and outstanding
balances on cardholders’ accounts removed
effective. You now have a clean slate.
Library Director Sonia Alcántara-Antoine said
she is excited that BCPL is joining libraries across
the country in implementing the fine-free model
“Library fines create barriers to access and hurt the
people who need its resources and services the
most,” she stated. “Eliminating unnecessary fees
levels the playing field for all in the community and

it is exciting to be part of this structural change.”
In this policy change, cardholders will not face
financial assessments for returning items late,
though they are still required to return overdue
books in order to check out additional materials.
While cardholders will no longer incur fines for
late returns, they will still be responsible for
replacement costs if an item is lost, damaged or
not returned or a processing fee for not picking up
items placed on hold.  
Baltimore County Public Library currently
has more than 416,400 cardholders. This change
would clear the accounts of 74,841 library card
holders, making the library once again accessible
for using in-branch computers and borrowing
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resources, including Chromebooks and hotspots.
The new policy was made possible with
county funding this fiscal year to offset the
cost. The Baltimore County Council and Board of
Library Trustees approved the measure before it
became official.  
As part of Phase 4 of the library's reopening
plan, My Librarian appointments and in-branch
reference transactions, study rooms, general open
seating, in-branch gaming, teen spaces, periodical
and quiet rooms, permits and licenses and mobile
library services are now available. Virtual and limited
outdoor programs continue, and the Woodlawn
Storyville locations is due to open in July.
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Pikesville Finishes 2nd on It's Academic

PHOTO: BCPS

Pikesville High School's
“Jabberwocky,” what
It’s Academic Team
preacher is described
placed second in the
as frumious? Still, they
finals of the Baltimorecollected an impressive
area trivia competition
525 points.
held virtually on
This school year,
June 26. The team,
81 teams entered the
led by seniors Ben
competition in the fall,
Matz (captain), Ryan
and Pikesville won its
Kornblit and Jacob
first three matches. For
Lane, and coached by
the second straight year,
social studies teacher
Pikesville had advanced
Ethan Goodman,
further than any other
faced off against
Baltimore County Public
Centennial High and
Schools team, according
Howard High, both of
to a BCPS news release.
Howard County.
Last year, Pikesville
The Pikesville
advanced to the semiteam had gone the entire Jacob Lane, team captain Ben Matz and Ryan Kornblit
finals.
(from left), all of whom graduated this spring, pose
season on the 50-year
BCPS Superintendent
with coach Ethan Goodman and principal Sandra Reid.
TV quiz show without Goodman has coached Pikesville’s team since 2016, and Darryl Williams and
the three students participated on the team since they
answering a single
Pikesville High Principal
were freshmen.
question incorrectly.
Sandra Reid cheered the
This time the team got stumped in the 45-second
team on during the virtual championship. The It’s
lightening round, missing answers to three
Academic Baltimore area competition is usually
questions: Who wrote “The Fire Next Time”?
filmed at WJZ-TV studios in Baltimore, but was
What is the third largest city in India? In the poem filmed this year on Zoom.
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BCPS celebrates team state
champions, runners-up,
sportsmanship winners
The pandemic realigned and shortened the
schedules of this year’s sports seasons, but the
athletes continued to push through and excel.
Several Baltimore County Public Schools teams
from northwest area high schools earned state
honors during the spring season.
State Champions
Boys Track and Field Class 2A – Milford Mill
Academy (85)
Girls Track and Field Class 1A – Western School of
Technology (77.5)
Softball Class 4A – Catonsville High School
(defeated North County, 1-0)
Tennis Class 1A – Pikesville High School (58)
State Runners-up
Boys Lacrosse Class 4A – Catonsville High School
(defeated by Severna Park, 11-3)
Girls Track and Field Class 3A – Franklin High
School (50)
Sportsmanship Winners
Lacrosse Class 4A – Catonsville High School
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Welcome Our New
Neighbors

Welcome Our New Neighbors is a list of some
residential sales in the coverage area of the
Northwest Voice newspaper from the previous
month. This will be a feature every monthly issue.
This list is from the MRIS and is provided courtesy
of Tammy Rollins, broker of Rollins & Associates
Real Estate, 201 Milford Mill Rd., Pikesville. The list
includes address, style, bedrooms, bath, list price
and closing price.
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