
With the Minnesota jury’s guilty verdict 
sending police officer Derek Chavin to prison 
for the May 2020 murder of George Floyd, 

one local attorney is demanding accountability from 
Baltimore County for a police officer’s fatal shooting 
in 2016 of 23-year-old Randallstown resident Korryn 
Gaines. 

Attorney J. Wyndal Gordon, in a series of strongly-
worded Facebook posts, is calling on county officials 

to make good on a Baltimore County Circuit Court 
jury’s 2018 civil award of $38 million to the family. 
The jury stated that the officer, Royce Ruby, did not act 
reasonably when he killed Gaines, who suffered from 
mental health issues, and injured her 5-year-old son.

Three years later since the jury’s award—which the 
county appealed and a high Maryland court reinstated—
Gaines family’s civil case remains unresolved, says 
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Some folks believe that if you ignore certain 
people’s uncivil behavior they will eventually see 
the error of their ways, straighten up and fly right. 
It’s my view that you should speak up and call them 
out as troublemakers. Let them know that what 
they’re doing is unacceptable.

Over the years, I’ve observed the discussions 
and deliberations of several school boards. I’ve 
found that  each board has had their priorities be it 
redistricting, test scores or facilities, and members 
enjoyed lively debate. However, most members 
were committed to professionalism and respect. 
However, the current hybrid school board, which 
took office with the gubernatorial elections in 
2018, includes appointed and elected members 
who operate with a remarkable level of disrespect, 
division and discord. Some are determined to push 
an agenda to disrupt, block, deflect and reject at any 
and all costs.

How do we move forward? I’d like to share some 
of my observations, with the hope that they will 
provide awareness as well as motivate more of you, 
as parents, grandparents, guardians, and interested 
community members, to be resilient advocates for 
our students. 

The downhill slide started with former 
Superintendent S. Dallas Dance, who was not afraid 
to call out the inequities within the school system. 
That did not sit well with some folks used to getting 
their way. But after all, in a state that has a population 
of 30% African Americans, BCPS’s student 
enrollment is about 57% black, Latino and Asian.  

Dance’s successor was interim superintendent 
Verletta White, who pushed back on some board 
members’ disrespect for staff and moved forward a 
plan for greater educational equity. 

Now, Superintendent Darryl Williams was 
challenged for some of the decisions he made 
during the pandemic. His plan and timetable for in-
person instruction was met with opposition, in large 
part from parents on the eastside anxious to get their 
students back in the classroom quickly, and teachers 
who wanted more safety measures implemented. 

We know that none of these superintendents made 
decisions that pleased everyone, clearly, there are 
people who just could not accept that the county 
population has changed and the school system has 
to change with it. These folks can’t accept that they 
don’t run things, and then they act out.   

By the way, does the board have a conduct policy? 
Are their consequences for bad behavior, as there 

are for students? School safety has been a big issue, 
and the board of education updated its policies for 
how the system should deal with unruly, violent 
and disruptive student behavior. We characterize 
any student who exhibits such behaviors as a bully 
and a problem. Shouldn’t the board check itself? 
Several stakeholders have commented about how 
the board’s confrontations, mean-spiritedness and 
negative actions set a poor example for students. 

There also are community members and 
parents who behave badly. Just look at some of the 
Facebook posts, which you can connect to certain 
board members and elected officials. Some school 
board members don't seem to be there for the best 
interest of the students, but for their self-promotion 
and political fantasy. 

We have people there who want to run the entire 
school system and act as the superintendent. They 
should listen to the experts, which includes the 
staff in the trenches doing the day-to-day work, and 
then let these experts make the decisions. Would a 
hospital’s board of directors tell a surgeon how to 
perform heart bypass surgery? 

Residents of the northwest, I urge you to move 
off the sidelines. I understand the stress many of 
us have been under for the past 14 months. But 
this volatile situation will not blow over. There are 
folks who feel emboldened to say and do what they 
believe they are entitled to say and do. But as we 
witnessed at the Capitol on Jan. 6, bad behavior that 
is tolerated and not addressed will only escalate.  It 
needs to be shut down quickly. 

A word to our elected officials: As leaders you 
should also be more vocal and engaged to support 
our parents, board members and community 
members with a strategic plan of action. School 
board members are there to do a job that works in 
the best interests of students. We should be there to 
support them when they are on a positive path, to 
provide feedback when helpful, and to call them out 
when they are lax and lagging in their duties. 

Each December the board elects a chair. Makeda 
Scott, who represents District 4, won the divisive 
election for chair over two-term vice chair Julie 
Henn. Imagine that. Since then, some board 
members’ vitriol has increased. Threats from 
outside groups and parents prompted Ms. Scott to 
contact security officials, the Baltimore County 
Police Department and County Executive. 

In one incident, a school board member used-to-
being-in-charge expressed her displeasure with 

a decision by the superintendent by reportedly 
getting in his face and attempting to block his path. 
This unhinged behavior, sense of entitlement and 
disrespect is not OK. It’s actually scary. 

I’ll give you another example of extreme 
behavior. A group of eastside parents created and 
circulated a video of miscellaneous clips from 
board meetings, that when edited falsely show 
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For years, community 
members who played cards, 
enjoyed communal meals 
and participated in holiday 
activities  have complained 
about the Woodlawn Senior 
Center’s cramped quarters. 
Determined executive board 
members took their case to 
county staff members, spoke 
before the county’s Planning 
Board, and lobbied their 
elected officials to advocate 
for a larger space.

On April 9, they received 
the long-awaited news. To 
the cheers of the center’s 
executive board members and 
community leaders, County 
Executive Johnny Olszewski 
announced that the Woodlawn 
Senior Center will receive a major 
renovation and expansion with $4.6 
million in state and county funding. 

Since its original construction in 

2001, the Woodlawn location has 
seen its membership grow to nearly 
600 members, and the existing space 
is no longer adequate.  

Once complete, the Woodlawn 
Senior Center will nearly triple in size. 
Construction is expected to begin in 
the summer of 2022. 

The new project will include 
a 9,200-square-foot addition 
and a renovation of the current 
3,600-square-foot site, which will add 
a fitness center, new multipurpose 
rooms, multiple classrooms, and 
handicap accessible restrooms.

Charolene Oliver, president of 
Woodlawn Senior Center’s executive 
board, thanked county officials for 
“taking our cry forward and making 
things happen.” She said, “People are 
aging, living longer, and are healthier. 
We need more facilities like what 
they’re doing here.” 

Delores Douglass, 
president emeritus, said the 
news brought tears to her 
eyes. “I feel my efforts were 
not in vain.”

Council Chair Julian Jones, 
in whose district the center 
is located, said members 
will no longer have to rely 
on petitions to separate the 
space for meetings and other 
activities.

The $12 million investment 
in the county’s other senior 
centers includes $165,000 
for improvements at the 
Pikesville Senior Center 
on Reisterstown Road and 
$150,000 for improvements 
at the Liberty Senior Center in 
Randallstown.

An allocation of $2.5 
million will go to the senior center 
in Cockeysville. The Edgemere 
Senior Center will receive $500,000, 
Parkville $295,000, Fleming Senior 
Center in Dundalk $275,000, Overlea 
$130,000, and Lansdowne Senior 
Center $75,000.

Olszewski also announced plans 
to build a new dedicated senior 
center in northern Baltimore County. 
Currently, the Hereford Senior Center 
operates on the second floor of the 
volunteer fire station.

The funding is included in 
Olszewski’s fiscal year 2022 capital 
budget. The County Council must 
approve the budget.

Community’s Advocacy Pays Off with News That Woodlawn 
Senior Center to Get a Major Expansion and Facelift

County Executive Johnny Olszewski and Council Chair Julian Jones announced that Woodlawn 
Senior Center will receive a major renovation that will triple its existing space. It was welcome news 
for executive board president Charolene Oliver (seated center) and president emeritus Delores 
Douglass (left).
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    Looking for Your Child Tax Credit 
The federal American Rescue 
Plan increased the maximum 
child tax credit in 2021 to 
$3,600 for children under the 
age of 6 and $3,000 for children 
between 6-17. Qualified 
families will begin receiving the 
monthly payments starting July 
15. No futher action is required.
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Baltimore County’s proposed 
Greens Lane Park in 
Randallstown will feature 
the county’s first recreational 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and 
Mathematics (STEAM) center. 

County Executive Johnny 
Olszewski Jr. and Speaker 
of the House Adrienne Jones 
announced the additional 
details about the recreation and 
parks project, which will be 
funded with $7 million in state 
and county monies. 

The county acquired the 
7.7-acre parcel of land at 8800 
Greens Lane, adjacent to the 
Randallstown Community 
Center, the Liberty Senior 
Center and the Liberty Family 
Resource Center. A pedestrian 
bridge is to connect the park 
and community complex.

The project would provide 
hands-on, interactive, creative, 

and inclusive activities and 
programs for young people. 
In addition, it will feature 
outdoor learning spaces, 
including areas focusing on  
environmental education, 
as well as traditional park 
amenities for public use.

“Public parks build a 
stronger sense of community, 
expose us to new learning 
experiences, and promote 
healthy living for all ages,” 
Jones said. “Equitable 
access to park spaces should 
be a guarantee for every 
community and I’m excited to 
support Baltimore County’s 
new efforts to create a state-
of-the-art site in Randallstown 
that will serve our community 
for generations to come.”  

A community input meeting 
will be held in May to seek 
feedback on the proposal. 

New Randallstown Park to Feature STEM and Arts Theme

Last October, County Executive Johnny Olszewski and Councilman Julian Jones announced that 
the county had acquired more than seven acres of land as part of a state open parks initiative to 
create Greens Lane Park in Randallstown. Shown is the view from 8800 Greens Lane.
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Calling it “an investment in our 
shared future to build a better 
Baltimore County,” County 
Executive Johnny Olszewski 
submitted a $4.2 billion budget 

proposal for fiscal year 2022, which 
runs July 1, 2021 through June 30, 
2022. The spending plan, presented 
to the County Council on April 15, 
highlights a number of key education, 

$4.2 Billion Budget Includes Funds for Bulk 
Trash Pickup, New Wilkens Police Station

Among the allocations in the Baltimore County FY22 budget is $1 million for a new career fire station in Catonsville. The current site is at a busy intersection on Frederick Road.
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health and economic priorities 
advocated by his administration.
Education
• Provides $2 billion, and more than 

$40 million over the maintenance 
of effort (MOE).

• Restores 122 teaching positions 
originally proposed to be cut due 
to declining enrollment as a result 
of the pandemic.

• Provides $67 million towards a 
new Lansdowne High School.

• Provides $50.8 million to 
complete Schools for our Future 
school construction projects.

• Expands the College Promise 
Program, enabling CCBC to 
accept approximately 500 
additional students.

• Increases Early College Access 
program for county high  
school students.

Government, Youth 
• Supports creation a dedicated 

Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 

• Expands small business resource 
center youth jobs programming.

• Eliminates all overdue fines for 
Baltimore County Public Library 
patrons.

• Provides for step increases 
and a mid-year cost-of-living 
adjustment for BCPS staff, as well 
as all county employees.

Police and Fire
• Provides an additional $7 million 

towards a new Wilkens Precinct.
• Provides $1 million to acquire 

land for new career fire station  
in Catonsville.

• Completes the effort to fully outfit 
body worn cameras to remaining 
law enforcement officers.

Community
• Provides over $12 million for 

major senior center projects, 
including a $4.6 million 
expansion of the Woodlawn 
Senior Center.

• Proposes a new revolving fund to 
address blighted properties.

• Provides funding to bring back 
bulk trash pick-up in early 2022.

• Provides $75 million in state and 
local funding for parks and open 
space, including leveraging $7 
million for development of park at 
Greens Lane in Randallstown.

• Funds six county code inspectors
“Together we have an opportunity 

to build on the historic progress we 
have already made, take bold steps 
to address longstanding disparities 
in our communities, and plan a 
thoughtful recovery that will not just 
rebuild our way of life, but improve 
it,” Olszewski stated.

On May 27, Council members are 
scheduled to vote on the budget.
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Wyndal. He notes as part of a series 
of strongly worded Facebook posts, 
“Cpl. Royce Ruby is still on the 
force, still on the taxpayer supported 
Baltimore County Police Department 
payroll, still has his pension intact, 
and still not responsible for paying 
one brown penny of the damage 
award he left for Baltimore County 
citizens to foot.”

The aftermath of other police-
involved shootings continues to play 
out around the country, and people 
are calling for meaningful police 
reform. Families are filing wrongful-
death lawsuits. For example, 
Minneapolis agreed to pay $27 
million to the family of 46-year-old 
Floyd. In another high-profile case, 
the city of Louisville, Kentucky, will 
pay $12 million to settle a wrongful 
death lawsuit filed by the family 
Breonna Taylor, the EMT shot in 
her home in March 2020 after police 
botched a no-knock warrant, which 
was not for her. 

For Rhanda Dormeus, Gaines’ 
mother, the pain persists from 
losing her second youngest child 
so traumatically to police violence. 
“It’s a never-ending hurt,” she says. 
“Every day I relive Aug. 1 when I 
open my eyes in the morning and 
when I go to bed. The tears are 
constant.”

However, as the family matriarch, 
Dormeus says she tries to be 
strong for her three children and 
granddaughter Karson, Gaines’ 
daughter who is now six. Dormeus, 
a Columbia resident, says she 
doesn’t get to see her grandson, 
Kodi, who was shot while in the 
apartment with his mother. “I hear 
he’s not doing so well,” she says.

Gaines’ fateful day began 
when officers pursuing a warrant 
for a misdemeanor traffic 
violation knocked on the young 
cosmetologist’s apartment door. 
When she refused to open it, they 
got a key from the apartment 
management, and later successfully 
requested that Facebook deactivate 
her social media account on 
which she was livestreaming the 

situation. The mother of two was 
killed shortly after that and her son 
severely injured.

Dormeus, a retired psychiatric 
nurse, and other family members 
were on the scene when the six-
hour barricade situation unfolded. 
Knowing that Gaines was in therapy 
for post-partum depression and 
other mental health challenges, 
Dormeus says she was ready to 
support her. 

“I walked up with her therapist 
on the phone. The officer took 
the phone out of my hand, cut the 
phone off, and said we’ll call [the 
therapist] when we need to speak to 
her. I begged them to let me go in 
and talk to my daughter. They told 
me they wouldn’t shoot because a 
child was in there.”

Dormeus says she finds solace 
and purpose in speaking with family 
members of loved ones lost to police 
violence, such as Breonna Taylor 
and Atatiana Jefferson, the 28-year-
old shot in her Fort Worth, Texas, 
home while playing video games 
with her nephew. She’s also working 
with the African American Policy 
Forum, a thinktank that helped 
create #sayhername.

In the meantime, Dormeus says 
eager for the county to pay the 
award to the family.  

On April 17, Gordan says he 
filed a complaint with the U.S. 
Department of Justice, and has 
met with local, state and national 
leaders. “More meetings are to come 
in the very near future.”

“The time is now for Cpl. Royce 
Ruby to pay his debt to society and 
for Baltimore County to pay its debt 
to this family. The time is now for 
them to be held accountable and 
to take financial responsibility,” 
said Gordon in a statement. “The 
time is now for State’s Attorney 
Scott Shellenberger to reopen the 
homicide investigation of Korryn 
Gaines’ death; and for the Baltimore 
County Police Department to do 
more to protect its citizens who 
suffer in crisis from mental health 
breakdowns and disorders.”

Wrongful Death Lawsuit
On Aug. 1, 2016, police officers 
knocked on the door of Korryn 
Gaines, a 23-year-old mother of 
two, who lived in Carriage Hill 
Apartments in Randallstown, to 
serve her with a warrant for a 
traffic violation. After she refused 
to open the door, police got a 
key from apartment management and tried to enter. With the chain 
locking them out, a six-hour barricade began. The situation ended 
with corporal Royce Ruby shooting Gaines dead and shooting her 
5-year-old son in the face and elbow. Her family still has not received 
the $38 million awarded by a Baltimore County jury.

Sept. 11, 2016: Wrongful death lawsuit filed against Baltimore County.
Sept. 20, 2016: NAACP Legal Defense Fund requests an independent 
investigation into Gaines’ death and police warrant and use of  
force policies
Sept. 21, 2016: State’s Attorney Scott Shellenberger announces that 
Ruby was justified and will not be charged.
Sept. 22, 2016: Councilman Julian Jones hosts a community meeting 
at the Randallstown Community Center. Shellenberger explains his 
decision to not charge Ruby based on the police department’s account 
of the circumstances.  
Oct. 11, 2016: Gaines family lawyers file an amended lawsuit, also 
naming Officers John Dowell and Allen Griffin as defendants.
October 2016: Then-County Executive Kevin Kamenetz announces he 
is expediting deployment of body-worn cameras.
Feb. 16, 2018: Jury awards about $38 million against Ruby and 
Baltimore County in favor of Gaines and her family for violations of 
her civil rights and wrongful death. 
March 19, 2018: Baltimore County files an appeal, asking for a new 
trial and reduced award.
Feb. 14, 2019: Judge Mickey Norman overturns the jury verdict.
July 1, 2020: Maryland Court of Special Appeals reinstates original 
verdict, and denies request for new trial. However, the case was 
returned to Norman to adjust the 
award. 
2020: Family files a motion to 
recuse the judge 
Jan. 2021: Hearing held on the 
motion. To date, there’s been  
no decision. 
April 17, 2021: Attorney J. Wyndal 
Gordan files complaint with U.S. 
Department of Justice, as five years 
later the award still has not  
been paid.

An officer, later identified as Cpl. 
Royce Ruby, stands in the doorway 
of Korryn Gaines’ apartment prior 
to shooting her dead and injuring 
her 5-year-old son in August 2016.  

Continued from page 1
Timeline of Events Since Police 
Killing of Korryn Gaines 
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Brianna Ross, Deer Park Middle 
Magnet School history teacher, was 
named as Baltimore County Public 
Schools’ 2021-22 Teacher of the Year. 

Ross was at a loss for words 
when BCPS Superintendent Darryl 
Williams, Board of Education Chair 
Makeda Scott, and County Executive 
Johnny Olszewski appeared at her 
classroom door bearing balloons, 
flowers and the good news. Her 
parents, who live in Pennsylvania, 
were also part of the surprise visit.

Williams congratulated Ross on 
a teaching career spent entirely 
in BCPS, first at Scotts Branch 
Elementary School in Windsor 
Mill, and since 2018 at Deer Park 
in Randallstown. She has served as 
Social Studies Department chair and 
a curriculum writer.

“In a year that has tested every 
educator not only in Baltimore 
County but across Maryland and 
the nation, Ms. Ross shows us that 
great teaching transcends even the 

constraints of a pandemic,” Williams 
said. “She shows us that great 
teaching  — and great teachers — are 
among the most powerful forces 
anywhere and at any time.”  

In her Teacher of the Year 
application, Ross wrote that 
when she began teaching she 

was intentional about working 
in communities of color. “In my 
classroom, I have created a culture 
that prioritizes building positive 
relationships and academic rigor 
above all else,” she said. “It is my 
mission to ensure that when each 
of my students steps into my space, 

they feel that they are part of a 
community that loves them, values 
who they are, and will protect them 
no matter what.”  

Stephanie Lawrence, a 24-
year educator who is Milford Mill 
Academy’s library media specialist 
and Business Department chair, was 
one of the county’s four finalists. 
While the pandemic took away 
her school’s physical library for 
students, Lawrence says she has 
worked to create a diverse, unlimited 
online experience for students and 
colleagues alike. 

Ross was chosen from almost 
160 Teacher of the Year nominees 
by a committee composed of BCPS 
administrators, staff, students, 
Teachers Association of Baltimore 
County representatives, and current 
Teacher of the Year Robert Runk. 

Ross won a $1,000 cash and gifts. 
She will be the BCPS representative 
in the Maryland State Teacher of the 
Year program.  

The academic school year is just 
about over, but planning for more 
in-person instruction continues. As 
early as May 10, Baltimore County 
Public Schools will offer students 
the opportunity for four in-person 
learning days per week, an increase 
from two in-person learning days. 
Families may continue to choose five 
days of virtual learning, and must 
complete a form. 

For all students on Wednesdays, 
teachers will continue to provide 
virtual learning in addition to the 
opportunity to meet with small 
groups of students, provide tutoring, 
conduct individual student checkins, 
plan for instruction, and engage in 
professional learning. 

Through consultation with health 

experts and while continuing to 
implement mitigation strategies 
recommended by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) to the extent possible, 
students in the following groups may 
begin four days of in-person learning 
on the dates indicated.  

Four days of in-person learning 
may begin on May 10 for: all 
students in elementary schools, 
preschool – Grade 5;  all students in 
public separate day schools (Battle 
Monument, Maiden Choice, Ridge 
Ruxton, and White Oak schools); 
and select students in Grades 6 – 12. 
Four days of in-person learning may 
begin on May 17 for targeted groups 
of students in Grades 6 – 12. 

In-Person Learning to Expand for Some 
BCPS Students Starting May 10

 Deer Park Middle History Teacher Nam ed  
2021-2022 BCPS Teacher of the Year 

Stephanie Lawrence, FinalistBrianna Ross, Teacher of the Year
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ishopBBishop Barry Pest Control Inc.
2222 Jefferson Street, Suite3
Baltimore, MD 21205
MDA#28521 

We Inspect and Treat Termites, Bed Bugs, Mice, Rats
Roaches, Ants, Fleas and other Household Pests

“NO REST FOR
THE PESTS”

Bishop Barry Chapman
President & Chief Executive Officer

Cell. 410-292-3029
Email. bishopbarrypestcontrol@gmail.com 

When the COVID-19 pandemic 
first began upending businesses, 
governments and families, the U.S. 
Congress tossed out an economic 
lifeline. The state of Maryland, 
county and local governments, 
businesses and taxpayers have 
received over $50 billion in federal 
funds since March 2020, according 
to the Comptroller’s office. And, 
the state has expended billions 
more to procure goods and services 
and established pandemic relief 
programs to protect the health and 
economic welfare of its residents. 

To determine if taxpayer dollars 
were spent properly, Comptroller 
Peter Franchot announced that he is 
establishing a workgroup that will 
conduct a comprehensive review of 
state and federal COVID- 
related spending.

The Comptroller’s Workgroup on 
Pandemic Spending, to be chaired by 
Franchot, will also determine if the 
funds went to intended recipients and 
populations most in need, examine 
disparities in distribution, and 
identify possible predatory fraud and 
pandemic profiteering.

The panel will meet biweekly, 
beginning in May, and all sessions 
will be livestreamed and archived. 
Meeting topics will include 

unemployment insurance fraud, 
pandemic profiteering by large 
corporations, the legislative audit 
on the purchase of COVID-19 test 
kits from South Korea, emergency 
procurement practices, and access to 
relief funds by small businesses and 
low-wage earners. 

Experts in fraud detection will 
offer testimony, along with firsthand 
accounts from Marylanders affected 
by mishandled pandemic relief. 

 “The billions of dollars in federal 
and state aid has been essential for 
individuals and small businesses to 
survive the debilitating economic 
effects of the global pandemic, but 
we must make sure these dollars are 
being properly spent and bringing 
the greatest benefit to as many 
Marylanders as possible,” Franchot 
said. “At the same time, we need 
to determine if theft of taxpayer 
dollars has occurred through fraud 
and ensure that companies did not 
unjustly profit from pandemic aid 
while our friends and neighbors 
have been financially decimated.”

The workgroup must submit four 
quarterly reports that include a 
full accounting of funds provided 
for pandemic relief and any fraud 
uncovered.

Maryland Received Billions 
in Federal Aid. Was it Spent 
Equitably and as Intended?

A Victory for Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
Senate Bill 1/House Bill 1, both 
emergency measures, provide a 
total of an additional $577 million 
for Maryland’s historically black 
colleges and universities (HBCU) 
from fiscal 2023 through 2032, 
contingent on a final settlement 
of the Coalition for Equity and 
Excellence in Maryland Higher 
Education, et al. v. Maryland Higher 
Education Commission, et al. 
lawsuit by June 1, 2021.  

The funding will enable the 
schools to develop unique programs 
to attract students of all races. 

In 2019 Hogan made a “final offer” 
of $200 million to settle the lawsuit 
and last year vetoed legislation that 
passed the General Assembly.

Last year, the General Assembly 
passed House Bill 1260 mandating 
an additional $577 million for 
Maryland’s HBCUs over a 10-year 
period. The Governor vetoed the 

legislation, which was intended to 
bring about resolution of a 14-year 
lawsuit. 

The plaintiff, the coalition which 
represents current and former HBCU 
students, alleges that Maryland’s 
higher education system provided 
more money to traditionally white 
universities at the expense of 
HBCUs, in violation of federal law. 
Advocates says the traditionally 
white schools duplicated programs at 
the historically black colleges, which 
hurt recruitment and enrollment.

To date, there has been no final 
decision or resolution of the lawsuit. 
Instead of overriding the Governor’s 
veto, new legislation was introduced 
in the 2021 session. 

Maryland has four HCBUs in the 
state—none of them in Baltimore 
County. But they are an attractive 
option for students looking for a 
quality education.
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Congratulations to the Baltimore 
County Public Schools high school 
seniors who received scholarships from 
the Randallstown branch of the NAACP.  

Tiffany Johnson, a senior at 
George Washington Carver Arts and 
Technology, is the 2021-22 recipient 
of the Dr. Ella White Campbell 
Scholarship. Johnson will attend Parsons 
School of Design in New York to pursue 

a major in photography and business.
Brendyn Pierce, a Dulaney High 

school senior, also is receiving the 
Dr. Ella White Campbell Scholarship. 
Pierce will attend Old Dominion 
University in Norfolk, Virginia, and 
will major in cybersecurity.   

Kyrah Gaither, a senior at New Town 
High School, has earned the Dr. Ella 
White Campbell, Dr. Barbara Dezmon 

and Deverne Coleman scholarships. 
Gaither will attend Temple University 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to study 
sports medicine and public health.

The Randallstown NAACP 
established the scholarships in honor of 
the late Ella White-Campbell, a scholar, 
educator and community leader who 
focused on improving the Liberty Road 
corridor; Barbara Dezmon, a classroom 

teacher, who also served as executive 
assistant to the deputy superintendent 
and assistant to the superintendent 
for equity and assurance for BCPS; 
and Deverne Coleman, a teacher and 
mentor teacher in Baltimore City Public 
Schools for over 30 years. 

A scholarship advisory committee 
selected the winners based on an essay, 
interview and letters of recommendation.

Randallstown NAACP Honors 3 Students with Scholarship Awards

The Jewish Community Center (JCC) recognizes 
members of the Jewish community who have 
made significant contributions in the world of 
science, education, business, medicine, law, 
politics, community service, sports and the arts 
at its bi-annual event, the Baltimore Jewish Hall 
of Fame. The 2021 Class of honorees will be 
celebrated virtually on May 13.

This year’s honorees, most of whom are 
residents of the Pikesville and Owings Mills 
areas, are:  
• Leonard Attman, an entrepreneur and 

developer of residential and commercial 
properties throughout the state of Maryland. 

• The late Phyllis Brotman, owner of the highly 
regarded public relations and marketing firm, 
Image Dynamics, who helped establish the 
Maryland Public Broadcasting station, and ran 
176 political campaigns. 

• David Cordish, chairman of The Cordish 
Companies, one of the largest and oldest 

privately-held development companies. 
• Karen “Chaya” Friedman, an associate judge 

on the 8th Judicial Circuit for Baltimore City 
in Maryland. Chaya is one of a handful of 
Orthodox Jews who serve as judges in the 
United States, and is the first Orthodox female.  

• Jerold Charles “Chuck” Hoffberger, a 
Baltimore businessman, sports aficionado and 
philanthropist, who put together a syndicate 
to buy the St. Louis Browns and moved them 
to Baltimore as the Orioles.  

• Linda Hurwitz, the immediate past national 
campaign chair of The Jewish Federations of 
North America and former president and past 
chair of National Women’s Philanthropy.

• Philip Klein, who founded the commercial real 
estate conglomerate Klein Enterprises, where 
he served as CEO. 

• Neil Meltzer, president and CEO of LifeBridge 
Health. He was one of 15 national workforce 
health care champions appointed by former 

president Barack Obama.
• Paul Offit, a pediatrician and director of 

the Vaccine Education Center at The 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. Offit is 
the co-inventor of a landmark vaccine for the 
prevention of rotavirus gastroenteritis.

• Marc Platt, a producer whose projects include 
Broadway musical Wicked and and movies La 
La Land and Legally Blonde, and the recent 
historical drama The Trial of the Chicago 7 along 
with upcoming live-action comedy Cruella.

• Rabbi Mitchell Wohlberg, who has been the 
spiritual leader of Beth Tfiloh Congregation 
for the past 40 years, overseeing an 
unprecedented growth in the synagogue's 
membership and programming.

Honoree nominations were collected from 
participants throughout the community. A 
selection committee discussed the nominations 
and voted in a series of blind ballots. 

JCC Celebrates Latest Jewish Hall of Fame Inductees

Kyrah Gaither Tiffany Johnson Brendyn Pierce
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Aaron Plymouth, a community and education 
leader, has been appointed a member of the 
decennial Baltimore County Councilmanic 
Redistricting Commission. The county charter 
requires the appointment of this commission. 

Plymouth is a retired public school educator 
with 42 years of experience. He has had a long 
affiliation with the Stevenswood Improvement 
Association, and was most recently named 
president emeritus after 27 years of service to 
the community. He is chair of the Combined 
Communities Advocacy Council of Greater 
Randallstown, and is also chair of the Baltimore 
County School Board Nominating Commission. 

The commission is charged with assessing the 
population data generated by the 2020 census, 
holding public hearings, and recommending 
to the council a plan for the redistricting of the 
county’s seven councilmanic districts.   

“Redistricting is a major initiative that occurs 
once in each decade. It is a very important process 
to ensure the districts are in line with the most 
up-to-date census data, and that county citizens 
have an opportunity to provide input during 
the process,” said Julian Jones, Jr., chairman of 
the County Council. “We have put together a 
distinguished group of persons who understand 
the unique geographic features and communities 
in each district, as well as the need for public 
participation in the overall redistricting process. 
We look forward to their recommendation.”

Other commission members are: James Almon, 
an assistant county attorney for Carroll County; 
Robert Latshaw Jr., who owns a commercial real 
estate brokerage and management services firm; 
Sophia Montgomery, director of sales for Country 
Inn & Suites by Radisson, Baltimore North, and 
president of the Chesapeake Gateway Chamber 
of Commerce; and Samuel Neuberger, director 
with Klein Enterprises, a real estate firm. 

County Council Appoints 
Redistricting Commission

The Cicadas Are Coming. Or Have They 
Already Emerged in Your Backyard?
You’ve seen the news shows where 
entomologists are discussing their anticipation 
of the 17-year cicadas that will invade much 
of Maryland. The “insect doctors” speak with 
fascination about the cicadas’ pending arrival, the 
males’ high-decibel serenades to attract their mates, 
and even how they make a rich protein snack. 

But for many residents who are planning 
weddings, barbecues and other outdoor 
activities, the thought of seeing the insects on 
trees, shrubs, fence posts and other vertical 
structures is high on the “ick” scale.

This spring, according to the Maryland Extension 
Service, the cicadas arrive with distinctive reddish-
brown bulging eyes, black bodies and orange 

wing veins, and are called Brood X. There could 
be as many as a million per acre. According to 
the Maryland Extension Service, the adults will 
live two to six weeks after they emerge from the 
ground beginning in May, when the soil reaches a 
temperature of 64 degrees. 

A week after they emerge, the insect will mate; 
the females will deposit their eggs near the end of 
branches of more than 200 kinds of trees, such as 
oaks and maples, but rarely evergreens. The eggs 
hatch in about six weeks and the young drop to 
the ground and burrow into the soil for the next 
17 years. They will hang around until mid June, 
leaving their shed skins clinging to objects. 
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Community leader Aaron Plymouth is a member 
of the Redistricting Commission.
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"One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek that I may dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the 
beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. —Psalm 27:4

Rev. Tanya Wade, Pastor
2604 Banister Road 
Baltimore, MD, 21215
410-466-4000 (o), 410-466-4001 (f)
www.gracepresbymd.weebly.com

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 10AM TO 12:00PM

Makeda Scott and fellow board 
member Cheryl Pasteur in a bad light, 
when in fact they are stating their 
position on issues. Some have fed 
false and misleading information to 
Fox News about Ms. Pasteur’s time 
as principal at Randallstown High. 
Some familiar? It shows you how 
far some are willing to go to try to get 
their way.  

We have to call this aggression 

out, and not let it fester. Or, one day 
you will look around and you have 
lost control and you have the wrong 
people, with questionable motives, 
running our school system. Just like 
we see in political circles, there are 
extremists in the community and 
maybe even on the school board. They 
can do a lot of damage. 

It is time to organize PTA presidents, 
community members and leaders, 
and elected officials to keep people 
informed, in real time, about how we 

can address some of these issues. 
It’s essential that we advocate 

for our children. We vote for board 
members to represent our interests, 
send them into battle with no back-up 
or reinforcement, and then fold our 
hands and complain. Let’s stand with 
them. Let’s support them. View the 
meetings at https://go.boarddocs.
com/mabe/bcps/Board.nsf/Public. 
Sign up to testify. Email your 
comments for the board boe@bcps.
org. Be an advocate.

  High School Graduations   
  are Back, In-Person!

  Milford Mill – Saturday, May 22 
  Western Tech – Tuesday, May 25   
  Pikesville – Wednesday, May 26
  Franklin – Thursday, May 27
  New Town – Tuesday, June 1
  Owings Mills – Thursday, June 3
  Randallstown – Thursday, June 3 
  Woodlawn – Wednesday, June 9
  Catonsville – Saturday, June 5

Publisher Column: Be an Advocate for Our Students
Continued from page 2
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A lot of the regular activity in the 
community has not resumed, but mark 
your calendars for the following meetings.

LOCAL FARMERS MARKETS 
Now that spring has spring, the business 
associations are hosting their farmers 
markets with fresh produce, plants and 
prepared foods. 
• Catonsville Chamber, Sundays, May 2 

through Nov. 21, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at 15 Mellor Ave., Catonsville.

• Pikesville-Owings Mills Chamber 
of Commerce, Farmers Market, 
Tuesdays, May 18 through Nov. 30, 
2 to 6 p.m., Pomona Square, 1700 
Reisterstown Rd., Pikesville.

• Northwest Chamber of Commerce, 
Wednesdays, May 5 through Nov. 10, 
Hilton Garden Inn, 4770 Owings Mills 
Blvd., Owings Mills.

SCHOOL BOARD
Upcoming meetings of the Baltimore 
County Board of Education will be held 
virtually on May 4 and 18 and June 8 at 
6:30 p.m. To watch the meetings online, 
go to www.bcps.org/video/liveStream.
html. You can submit comments to the 
board at boe@bcps.org.  

COUNTY COUNCIL  
Upcoming meetings of the County 
Council will be held via web conferencing 
at 6 p.m. on Monday, April 19, May 3 
and May 27; the work sessions are on 
Tuesday, April 13 and April 27 at 4 p.m. 
For more information, including on the 
agendas and instructions to watch the 
meeting online, visit baltimorecountymd.
gov/countycouncil.

The virtual meeting page is at www.
baltimorecountymd.gov/countycouncil/
virtualmeetings.html or you may call 
410-887-3916 for more information. 
The public are encouraged to provide 
written testimony or comment via email 
at countycouncil@baltimorecountymd.
gov or traditional mail.

POLICE COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL
These councils consist of community 
leaders, interested citizens and 
representatives of the local business 
community, which meet to resolve issues 
of concern and provide an open forum. 
The forums begin at 7 p.m. 
• Wilkens Precinct 1 meetings are held 

the second Tuesday of each month at 
Arbutus Library, 855 Sulphur Spring 
Rd. in Arbutus, 21227. The police 
precinct station number is  
410-887-5165.

• WoodlaWn Precinct 2 meetings are 
held the second Wednesday of each 

month. The police precinct station 
number is 410-887-4714.  
Call for details

• Franklin Precinct 3 meetings are held 
the third Tuesday of the month at 
7 p.m. in Reisterstown, 21136. Brad 
Sharpless is director and may be 
contacted at bvsharpless@hotmail.
com. The precinct station number is 
410-887-6985.

• Pikesville Precinct 4 meetings are 
held the fourth Tuesday of each 
month. Jerry Dantoni may be 
reached at j.dantoni@verizon.net 
or pcrcprecinct4@gmail.com. The 
precinct contact number is  
410-887-6775.

Got a free community event to promote? 
Please send the information at least 60 
days in advance to the Northwest Voice 
at nwvoicenews.com/contact-us/news. 
We will promote church community 
events, but not church ministry activities 
on the calendar.
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Another sign of a gradual return to normal is the 
reopening of the county’s senior centers, which were 
shut down in spring 2020 because of the pandemic.  

On May 17, the Baltimore County Department of 
Aging (BCDA) will begin opening nine of its largest 
senior centers but it will be by appointment only due 
to physical distancing and capacity restrictions. They 
include Catonsville Senior Center, Liberty Senior 
Center and Pikesville Senior Center. The remaining 
centers, including Woodlawn and Reisterstown, 
will open once capacity limits are increased, the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announces eased 
guidelines, and state and county health departments 
provide approval.

Older adults participating in in-person activities 
must attend an orientation and registration 
session. The centers will continue offering online 
classes and programs.  

At a later date, classes will begin, at first by 
appointment only, with no drop-in activities. Fitness 
centers within the senior facilities will also open by 
appointment only. Fitness center members will have 
to redo their medical clearance and consent form prior 
to first visit. Classes will be offered in person and 
virtually, if possible. Only programs where physical 
distancing can occur will be offered. 

Visits with other BCDA staff representing 
Maryland Access Point, Community Outreach 

Services, etc.) will be by appointment only.
In later phases, travel will begin to locations where 

members are able to drive themselves, and then 
bus trips will resume. Also, drop-in use of senior 
centers and congregate dining will resume, and more 
programs will be added. Fitness centers will open for 
drop-in, but maximum number of users monitored.

In the final phase, the remainder of senior centers 
open, and programs will resume at full capacity.

If you are 60 and older and need food or other 
essentials, call the Maryland Access Point hotline at 
410-887-2594 or email food@baltimorecountymd.
gov. Each week, you can also make an online 
appointment for a food kit or call 410-887-2040.  

Catonsville, Liberty and Pikesville Senior Centers to Reopen May 17

mailto:food@baltimorecountymd.gov?subject=Food Resources
mailto:food@baltimorecountymd.gov?subject=Food Resources
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/aging/programsandservices/food-distribution.html
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/aging/programsandservices/food-distribution.html
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Police Corporal Arrested for Sex 
Offenses
A corporal with the Bladensburg 
Police Department has been charged 
with two counts of third-degree 
sex offense, two counts of sexual 
abuse of a minor, and two counts of 
second-degree assault.

An investigation by detectives 
revealed that between July and 
November 2020, LoQune Lee 
Brown, 34, sexually assaulted a 
juvenile relative in his Woodlawn 
home on two separate occasions. 
Brown turned himself in after a 
warrant was issued for his arrest.

Suspicious Van Approaches 
Children in Woodlawn
Baltimore County detectives 
continue to investigate reports of a 
white van that is approaching young 
people in the Woodlawn area.

In one incident on April 11 at around 
6 p.m., the driver of the van attempted 
to lure a 12-year-old into his vehicle in 

the 8600 block of Windsor Mill Road. 
The child refused and ran home; the 
driver fled the scene.

On April 13, detectives received 
another report of a similar 
incident that occurred on Walden 
Circle, 21207. A group of children 
reported that at around 4 p.m. 
a masked person driving a white 
van approached them. The driver, 
described as a white man in his 50’s, 
displayed a handgun and ordered 
them into the van but they refused.

Contact the police if you encounter 
this van at 911 or 410-307-2020.

Two Men Arrested Following 
Windsor Mill Shooting
Baltimore County police apprehended 
two suspects in Windsor Mill on April 
12 following a shooting that injured a 
26-year-old woman.

Melvin Deandre Turnipseed, 18, 
and Deandre James Turnipseed, 20, 
both of the unit block of Bush Mill 
Court in Windsor Mill, have been 
charged with attempted first-degree 
murder, robbery and other charges.

The victim had arranged to 
meet the men in the 1800 block of 
Belmont Avenue in Windsor Mill, 
which led to her being robbed and 
shot in the lower body. She was 
taken to a local hospital and has 
since been released.

Woodlawn Barricade Situation 
Ends in Arrest
A barricade situation in the 5600 
block of Johnnycake Road in the 
Woodlawn area ended about nine 
hours later with the arrest of a 
47-year-old man.

On April 7, police received a call 
for help at around 2:30 p.m. and 
negotiators responded. Police say 
Boris Shchegal of the 5600 block of 
Johnnycake Road was arguing with 
someone when he pulled a knife 
from his waistband and threatened 
to kill the person. The victim was 
able to escape and call police for 
help. Shchegal barricaded himself 
inside of the home for several hours.

Police were able to apprehend 
Shchegal and transport him to an  
area hospital.

Investigation into Owings Mills 
Shooting Continues
The investigation continues for a 
fatal shooting that took place April 
1 in the 100 block of Willow Bend 
Drive in Owings Mills.

If you have any information about 
this murder, call Baltimore County 
Police at 410-307-2020. 

A $2,000 reward is being 
offered for information that 
leads to the arrest and charges in 
connection with felony offenses. 
Anonymous tips can be sent to 
Metro Crime Stoppers by phone 
at 1-866-7LOCKUP, online at 
metrocrimestoppers.org or mobile 
app at P3TIPS.

Man Arrested for Gwynn Oak 
Murder
A 33-year-old man, George Scott, 
has been charged with attempted 
first-degree murder, first-degree 
assault and other related charges 
after shooting a 27-year-old man on 
March 27 in Gwynn Oak.  

The victim was hospitalized after 
being shot in the 1100 block of 
Ingleside Avenue, 21207 just before 
1:30 a.m. The man ran to the 5600 
block of Baltimore National Pike in 
Catonsville after being shot.

Crime in the Northwest: Arrests for Murder, Sexual Assaults

PH
O

TO
: B

C
PD

https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=629


Page 17                                         Northwest Voice     April/May 2021

Projecting that transit ridership will return as 
COVID-19 recovery continues, the Maryland 
Department of Transportation Maryland Transit 
Administration (MDOT MTA) is resuming most 
express bus service this summer. 

The agency is rolling out its fall schedule changes, 
and it includes a significantly different version of the 
one it proposed last year. The realignments, route 
eliminations and service enhancements are based on 
ridership and changing travel patterns and improve 
access to job centers such as Tradepoint Atlantic. 
The current proposal takes effect Aug. 29 after a 
series of public hearings and a 30-day public review 
and comment period.

Service on all Express BusLink routes, except 
Express BusLink 164 to Riviera Beach, would 
resume Aug. 29. The express buses took students, 
workers and residents to Owings Mills, Towson, 
Catonsville to University of Maryland Baltimore 
County, Community College of Baltimore. The 
MDOT MTA is also seeking to eliminate an existing 
60-cent fare surcharge for Express BusLink 
service and introduce three-day and 10-day fare 
passes for Local Bus, Light Rail, Metro Subway, 
Commuter Bus and MARC Train.  

Following a steep decline of ridership in 
the spring 2020, overall system ridership has 
recovered to about 50% as of March 2020 of pre-
pandemic highs, according to the agency. Ridership 
is projected to continue rebounding into next year 
as pandemic-related restrictions are lifted and more 
residents return to in-person work.

The original proposal, slated to take effect in 
January 2021, was withdrawn after complaints 

that it would hurt commuters. Among the 
recommendations were to reduce the frequency 
of bus stops on 11 lines dues and eliminate 25 
routes, including all nine express buses that 
operate limited-stop service between the suburbs 
and Baltimore City. None of the express routes 
directly impact the northwest, as the express lines 
between Owings Mills and Towson were scrapped 
in 2017. 

However, impacted were several bus lines with 
connections to Northwest Hospital, Westview 
Mall, University of Maryland Baltimore County, 
Community College of Baltimore County, Red 
Brook Corporate Center and other locations in 
Owings Mills. Also, routes to Brenbrook Drive 
and McDonogh Road, convenient to apartment 
dwellers in the area, would have been modified.

MDOT MTA will hold four virtual public hearings 
on the proposed fall changes between May 22 and 
May 25, and will accept public comments through 
June 25. Riders and others can visit mta.maryland.
gov/fall2021 or call 410-539-5000 for dates, times 
and information about how to participate in a  
public hearing. 

Express Bus to Return in August Under MTA Proposal

PHOTO: JANET ANDERSON

https://www.mta.maryland.gov/fall2021
https://www.mta.maryland.gov/fall2021
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Welcome Our New 
Neighbors
Welcome our new neighbor is a list of some 
residential sales in the coverage area of The 
Northwest Voice Newspaper from the previous 
month.  This will be a feature every monthly issue.  
This list is from the MRIS and is provided courtesy 
of Tammy Rollins, Broker of Rollins & Associates 
Real Estate, 201 Milford Mill Road, Pikesville.  The 
list includes address, style, bedrooms, bath, list 
price and closing price.How Is Your Credit Report Looking?

When is the last time you 
requested a free credit report?

With the impact of the 
pandemic prompting families to 
better manage their finances, now 
is a good time to request your free 
credit report. 

Federal law requires each of the 
three nationwide consumer credit 
reporting companies  — Equifax, 
Experian and TransUnion — to 
give you a free credit report every 
12 months if you ask for it. They 
also make it easy to accomplish 
many credit-related tasks right 
from your computer.

The credit reporting companies 
each combine the information 
they receive about your different 
credit, loan and payment activities 
into a credit report. Equifax, 

Experian and TransUnion prepare 
credit reports for people in the 
U.S. Since not all businesses 
report to all three credit reporting 
companies, the information on 
your credit reports may vary.

A credit score is based on 
information in your credit report. 
Some factors include how much 
money you owe, how long you've 
owed it, how many new accounts 
you have, how often you miss or 
are late with payments, and what 
type of credit accounts you have. 
Changes in any of those factors may 
cause a score to go up or down.

The only official website to 
request your free report is www.
annualcreditreport.com/. It does 
not include your credit score.
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