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Homicides in the Northwest
Spike in gun violence includes 5 shootings, murders in Windsor Mill in 2 weeks

T

he Baltimore County Police Department touts
a decrease in crime, but for residents in the
northwest area those numbers provide little
solace amid the violence on the rise in their community.
Since February, there are been eight reported
shootings—five of them fatal—in Catonsville, Owings
Mills, Pikesville, Reisterstown, Randallstown, Windsor
Mill and Woodlawn, which have been assigned to four
police precincts. (See sidebar on page 9). These violence
acts are in addition to dozens of break-ins, assaults,

theft, robberies and other crimes that take place daily.
Residents question how urgent the situation is for the
police department and elected officials, who they say are
not visible. “I see more cops pulling somebody over [for
a traffic violation] than I see in the neighborhood,” said
one Catonsville homeowner during a conversation about
a break-in she’d heard about. She recalled the murder of
a young man blocks from her home last year.
There have been five shootings in the Windsor
Continued on page 9
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From the Publisher, Kenneth Brown

BCPS students on the west side deserve
a career-technical school, too

I’m continually bothered by the fact that we have
saddled a generation eager to make a difference in our
futures with an enormous amount of college debt.
Growing up, we were told to go to school, get
your diploma, and then earn a college degree. You
will get a great job, we were promised, and will live
happily ever after. Unfortunately, that’s not the
world we’re living in today.
Did you know that one in four Americans, about
45 million people, have student loans? In the United
States, the debt owed tops $1.5 trillion. Even
more disturbing is that the average loan amount is
roughly $37,000, and on average, people take 10
years to pay off the loan. (Think of how the weight
of that financial burden impacts an individual, a
family and our economy.)
As parents, we are signing off on tens of thousands
of dollars for our kids to pursue a college education.
When our students graduate (not always in four
years), many of them are being hired for positions
that don’t require a college degree. Many of them will
see very little return on their college investment, for
which, quite frankly, they may have overpaid.
The nation’s public school system is designed to
send kids to college. Just about all Maryland high
schools, including the 33 in Baltimore County Public
Schools (BCPS), are college preparatory schools.
Some families have figured out that college is not
necessarily THE path to success. I’m not saying you
don’t need a college degree. You absolutely do, for
certain careers. Plus, there is more to college than
academics, as most of us have fond memories of the
college experience. We matured, had a great time,
and created lasting relationships during those years.
My desire is for parents to rethink the idea that
the only path to economic self-sufficiency is with a
college degree, particularly from a four-year school.
As a young man and the eldest of seven children,
my parents, who did not attend college, insisted
that I go to college. My three daughters understood
that after they graduated high school, they were to
go to college. We were all about AP, the SAT and
FAFSA. To this day, my daughters tell me that they
only attended college because we made them. They
enjoyed the college experience, but the jobs they
currently hold do not require a college degree.
In hindsight, I certainly can’t argue with them.
Question: How do most of us measure success?
We would say that success means to earn a good
living and live a comfortable lifestyle by “selling”
our knowledge and skills for what people are
willing to pay us in salary and benefits. We believe
that if you don’t go to college, you’ll end up making

minimum wage without adequate income to rent a
decent apartment, buy a home, buy a car, and take
vacations. We are impressed with the status that
academic, medical and law degrees, as well as the
“professional” careers that follow. We turn up our
noses at community colleges and lesser known
universities in favor of bigger-name schools. We
have to get over that.
The sad fact is that we live in a society that places
a higher value on white-collar jobs and consider
blue-collar work lower status. When a child decides
they want to be an electrician, auto mechanic or hair
stylist, many times we try to steer them elsewhere,
even though they can earn $100,000-plus a year.
I urge parents and students to be more open to a
vocational-technical career path. At a technical
school, you have options. At a traditional high
school, you’re primarily being prepared to go to
college. Vo-tech schools can develop students
for careers and make prepare them for college, as
students take their required graduation courses,
such as English, history and world language.
However, along with a high school diploma,
students can graduate with an industry certification
and a license. The BCPS programs include academy
of health professions, automotive services, baking
and pastries, biomedical sciences, building and
construction technology, cosmetology, diesel
trucks and power systems, computer science,
cybersecurity and computer networking, and can
lead to pretty solid careers.
Generally, there are three levels of vo-tech schools.
There is the self-contained school that is separate
from a traditional high school. Think Eastern
Technical High School, the #1 technical school in
Maryland. The second level is a vocational school
that operates within a separate wing of a traditional
high school. The third level is the hybrid, where
students attend a traditional high school for part of the
day, and the vo-tech program for the other part.
Currently, in addition to Eastern Tech, which
is located in Essex, BCPS’s technical schools
include Sollers Point/Southeastern Technical
School, which sits on the campus of Dundalk High.
There is also George Washington Carver for the
Arts and Technology in Towson, Western School
of Technology and Environmental Sciences in
Catonsville, and Patapsco High and Center for the
Arts in Dundalk.
When will the northwest side get a dedicated
vocational technical school, with highly designed,
state-of-the-art learning spaces that address the
needs of businesses today? Yes, just about every high

school offers some form of career and technology
education, including those on the west side.
My plea is not new. I realized that retired principal
and teacher Cheryl Pasteur has been fighting this
arduous battle long before she was elected to the Board
of Education in 2018. I didn’t fully grasp the issue at
the time. Looking back, I wonder when BCPS had
the funds to build the vo-tech schools, how did they
Continued on page 7
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Community Action Stops Plans for Another Convenience Store

PHOTO: JANET ANDERSON

County administrative law judge rules against development of Golden Dragon Restaurant

South Rockdale resident Arlinda Harris
opposed replacing the Golden Dragon
Bar and Restaurant, located in the 8100
block of Liberty Road, with a gas station
and convenience, which are plentiful in
the area.

There is no shortage of gas stations,
convenience stores and fast food
outlets on the Liberty Road corridor and
surrounding areas in the northwest.
And as part of a revitalization effort
to bring new retail and office uses
to a Milford Mill shopping center
where the beloved Giant supermarket
operated for six decades before
closing in 2018, a local developer
has proposed that a Royal Farms be
the centerpiece of the new project.
Community members lamented the
choice but appreciated that a seafood
restaurant, Starbucks and other shops
were in the plan.
But when another developer
sought to still another gas
convenience store, 7-Eleven, across
the street, at the Golden Dragon Bar
and Restaurant, community members
protested. Their opposition was not
that a business that attracts large
crowds and calls for police service
might go away, but what it saw as
total disregard about the needs of a
community already proliferated with

convenience stores.
At a Feb. 9 virtual hearing before Paul
Mayhew, managing administrative law
judge for Baltimore County, dozens
of community members listened to
representatives for the developer
present their plan to demolish the
Golden Dragon and replace it with a
4,000 square-foot convenience store
and 12 fueling stations at the corner of
Milford Mill and Liberty roads.
Planter boxes and landscaping
would “spruce up” the site, and the
fence would be removed in the back.
The developer was requesting special
approval for the number of parking
spaces, location of canopy signs, and
other accommodations. The property
abuts to a private home, sits in a
residential and commercial zoning, so
more transition is needed from the
residential area. The home would be
razed to accommodate 21 parking
spaces. As part of the project, two
nearby 7-Elevens would close.
Mayhew asked attorney Dino
La Fiandra and Matthew Bishop
questions and gave residents an
opportunity to ask questions and
express their concerns.
The judge acknowledged that he
received “a slew of messages from
the community that the last thing
they need is another gas station.”
Increased traffic, congestion from
three entrances into the property
from Liberty, Millvale and Milford
roads, noise, trash, 24/7 activity,
parking and storm water management
topped a number of speakers’ list of
complaints. Additionally, residents
said, the 7-Eleven would not be
aligned with plans underway to
enhance the Liberty Road corridor,
as Golden Dragon is located within
the Liberty Road Commercial
Revitalization District as well as the
Liberty Road study boundary.
Derrick Burnett, longtime resident
and former member of the county’s
design review panel, testified that
another fuel convenience store is
not within the spirit and intent of the
county’s zoning regulations.
Community member Keishauna
Banks also opposed the plan,
testifying that the 7-Eleven will
generate much more traffic than
the restaurant, and is not what the

neighborhood needs.
Mildred Owens opposed the plan,
testifying that these businesses
attract crime and become
nonconstructive hangouts for youth
in the area, the decision said.
In the end, Judge Mayhew rejected
the request for exceptions, noting
in his decision that the developer’s
proposed benefits, such as enhancing
storm water management, and
cleaning up and modernizing the site
does not offset the adverse impacts
on the surrounding residences and
the greater neighborhood.
Arlinda Harris, who participated
in the virtual meeting, said, “I’m
extremely grateful the project is
stopped. Our community truly needs a
boost. We need a quality supermarket,
not fast food, not gas stations.
However, we need to be working
with the owners of the businesses
differently so they have a buy in.”
If Golden Dragon remains as a
restaurant and bar, Harris continued,
it’s important that community
awareness efforts are meaningful and
strategic. “We need a commitment
from community leaders to work
together with block leaders and
business owners to look at how its
business plan supports the community
now,” Harris said. “We need the
business. We don’t need the crime.”
Noting that the area lacks a healthy
mix of stores, the Randallstown
branch of the NAACP sent out an
economic development survey to
some 500 community members to
determine what types of stores they
were looking to replace vacant sites,
for example at the Giant, Ollie’s at
Liberty and Rolling roads, Sam’s
Club on Reisterstown Road, and
Price Right at Security Boulevard
and Woodlawn Drive. The survey
response rate was about 60 percent.
Respondents agreed that the area
needs more quality restaurants and
grocery stores.
“One thing is clear,” said NAACP
president Ryan Coleman. “People
are not happy with the allocation
of stores. Some don’t know who
to be disappointed with. Some are
disappointed that we continue to talk
about this with no resolution.”
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With bipartisan support from the
General Assembly, Gov. Larry
Hogan signed into law Senate Bill
496, referred to as the Relief Act of
2021. The emergency state legislation
authorizes $1 billion in tax relief for
families and businesses impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In a statement, Hogan called the
Relief Act “a real lifeline to those
hardest hit people who are struggling
to get by and small businesses
desperately trying to stay afloat.”
The bill repeals state and local
income taxes on recipients’
unemployment benefits for tax years
2020 and 2021. It also provides
unemployment tax relief for
businesses and provides for sales tax
credits of up to $3,000 per month for
three months.
In addition, thousands of low- to
moderate-income households will
benefit from direct payments and
enhanced earned income tax credit.

For those who claimed and received
the earned income tax credit on their
2019 returns, families will get a $500
check and individuals a $300 payment.
According to the Comptroller’s
Office, the payment is not taxable, and
cannot be used for a tax offset except
or subject to garnishment except for
a child support judgment. Eligible
taxpayers will be automatically
identified and issued payment by debit
card or check. If you have not yet filed
your 2019 Maryland tax return, your
eligibility for an economic impact
payment will be determined upon
filing your tax return.
The Relief Act also includes an
additional $500 million in new funding
for programs and grants for businesses
and nonprofits, housing, health, energy
assistance, education and human
services. A portion of the funding is
to assist schools in reopening for inperson classroom instruction and for
summer-school instruction.

PHOTO: GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

Relief Act Provides Aid for Md. Families, Businesses

Gov. Larry Hogan signed the Relief Act into law on Feb. 15. He is flanked by
Senate President Bill Ferguson and House Speaker Adrienne Jones. Hogan is also
joined (back row, from left) by Senate Minority Leader Bryan Simonaire, House
Majority Leader Eric Luedtke, House Minority Leader Nic Kipke, and Senate
Budget and Taxation Committee Chairman Guy Guzzone.

APRIL 16TH – MAY 2ND
SPECIAL EDITION: NO REGISTRATION FEE
Registration Deadline is April 12, 2021
Email Marjorie Hampson,
mhampson@baltimorecountymd.gov
Restaurant’s name and address, website URL, restaurant
logo and a PDF with your special deal or menu (carry-out,
curbside pick-up, or eat-in/outdoor dining)
cc/bc SWBA, info.swba@gmail.com to add your
Woodlawn and Security location(s) to our website during
this Special Edition of Restaurant Week.
*Businesses in the Woodlawn’s Commercial Revitalization District (CRD),
are supported by Baltimore County’s Commercial Revitalization Action Grant (CRAG).
This grant is awarded, annually, to SWBA to support projects for Woodlawn
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More Pandemic Related Help from the Federal Government
Cash payments, higher SNAP benefits, extended unemployment benefits all part of the third stimulus plan
Congress passed its third coronavirus
economic package to stimulate
the nation’s recovery and provide
emergency relief to struggling families
and small businesses, and vulnerable
communities, and to address the public
health and health disparities aspects of
COVID-19.
The $1.9 trillion American Relief
Plan of 2021, signed by President
Joe Biden on March 11, builds on the
previous CARES Act, which took
effect March 2020, and the Coronavirus
Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act of 2021, which took
effect in December. The relief package
delivers much-needed $1,400-perperson checks but also scales up
COVID-19 testing, contact tracing and
vaccines with a goal of safely reopening
K-8 schools.
Economic impact payments.
Generally, eligible individuals will
automatically receive the full $1,400
payment if their income is $75,000 or
below, and married couples filing joint

B

returns who earn less than $150,000
will receive $2,800. Heads of household
with incomes of up to $112,500 will also
receive $1,400. Eligible taxpayers will
get $1,400 for each dependent claimed
on a tax return. Payment amounts are
reduced, then disappear at income levels
of $80,000 for individuals and $160,000
for couples. The “check is in the mail” for
many people, as the IRS began sending
payments in March. The American Relief
Plan 2021 payments are in addition to the
$600 authorized in December.
Expanded child tax credit. The
2021 tax credit amount has increased
from $2,000 to $3,600 for children
under age 6, and $3,000 for other

ishop

Bishop Barry Pest Control Inc.

2222 Jefferson Street, Suite3
Baltimore, MD 21205
MDA#28521

We Inspect and Treat Termites, Bed Bugs, Mice, Rats
Roaches, Ants, Fleas and other Household Pests

“NO REST FOR
THE PESTS”

Bishop Barry Chapman

President & Chief Executive Officer
Cell. 410-292-3029
Email. bishopbarrypestcontrol@gmail.com

children under age 18. The credit is
now refundable. Credit amounts will be
made through advance payments during
2021. Individuals eligible for a 2021 tax
credit will receive advance payments
of the credit from the IRS from July 1
to Dec. 31, 2021. See your professional
tax preparer for details.
Homeowners assistance fund.
States will receive a minimum of $50
million for funding to use for delinquent
mortgage payments, to minimize
foreclosures in the coming months,
alleviate emergency shelter capacity,
and mitigate potential COVID-19
infections. The federal plan does
not extend the current eviction and
foreclosure moratoriums past March 31
but the aid will help those behind on
mortgages, rent and utility bills.
Emergency rental assistance. Each
state will receive a minimum of $152
million to assist low- and moderateincome households that are unable
to pay rent and utilities due to the
COVID-19 crisis.
Food aid. The legislation extends the
15% increase in Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits
through Sept. 30. The 15% increase first
allocated in December’s relief package
was set to expire in June.
Student Loan Forgiveness Tax
Free. While the plan does forgive
student loans, it does include a
provision that any student loan

forgiveness passed between Dec. 30,
2020, and Jan. 1, 2026, will be tax free.
Normally, loan forgiveness counts as
taxable income.
Unemployment compensation. The
$300 federal supplemental benefits are
extended through Sept. 30 for weeks
beginning after March 14 and before
Sept. 6. The Relief Plan provides
53 weeks of federal unemployment
insurance benefits after the state
benefits end (up from 24 weeks). It
also waives federal income taxes on the
first $10,200 of unemployment benefits
received in 2020 by middle- and
lower-income taxpayers. The tax relief
applies to both workers who received
benefits through federal unemployment
programs as well as those who received
traditional benefits through their state
unemployment insurance fund.
State and local governments. Each
state will receive a minimum of $1.25
billion, inclusive of funds to be allocated
to local governments to compensate
for revenue losses, as well as impacts
to households, small businesses and
nonprofits, and industries.
Small businesses. The American
Rescue Plan extends the availability of
the employee retention credit for small
businesses through December 2021 and
allows businesses to offset their current
payroll tax liabilities by up to $7,000
per employee per quarter. This credit of
up to $28,000 per employee is available
to small businesses who have seen
their revenues decline, or even been
temporarily shuttered, due to COVID.
The plan also extends through
September 2021 the availability of paid
leave credits for small and midsize
businesses that offer paid leave to
employees who may take leave due to
illness, quarantine or caregiving.
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Mezcal Ordered to Pay Almost $500,000 in Back Pay, Damages
The owner of Mezcal Restaurant
and Bar in Owings Mills and
Lutherville has paid a total of almost
$500,000 in back pay and damages
for illegally withholding tips and
overtime pay from 62 employees.
As many restaurant servers’ base
wage is well below $7.25 per hour, the
U.S. Department of Labor noted in a
statement, they depend on customers’
appreciation of their service to make
ends meet. When an employer keeps
a portion of the tips they earned or
fails to pay them for all the hours
they worked, paying their own bills
becomes a very tall order.
Following an investigation, a federal
complaint against Mezcal Inc. and
owner Carlos Ulloa cited numerous
violations of the federal wage and
overtime requirements. The U.S.
Department of Labor has recovered
a total of $499,258 in back wages
and liquidated damages from the
business.
The violations were that Mezcal
withheld money from workers’ tips
for a phony tip pool, but didn’t give

Page 7

Publisher's Column
Continued from page 2

determine where to put them?
We have to make sure learning and
opportunity are equitable for all students
in all sectors of the county, and that it’s
not an after-thought. I urge our board
members, elected officials, BCPS
leadership and staff, and community
members to get behind this effort.
Many of the skills most needed in
the 21th century global market are
technical skills that fall into the technical
vocational area. What’s more, it would
be difficult for someone to provide those
The owner of Mezcal Restaurant and Bar, located at 9958 Reisterstown Rd. in
services from another country (except
Owings Mills, was required to pay 62 employees more than $499,000 in back pay and
maybe IT). If employers are looking
penalties, after violations of federal overtime and minimum wage requirement.
for something more than a high school
“All too often, restaurant industry
them to the tipped employees,
diploma, then we owe it to our students
workers fall victim to wage violations,” and families to give them the skills,
instead keeping the money for the
business. Mezcal also paid servers
said Nicholas Fiorello, wage and hour training and career programs they need
straight time for overtime hours
district director in Baltimore. “Tips
— before they graduate high school?A
remain the property of those who
worked, and paid kitchen staff a
kid should not have to spend $40-50,000
rightfully earned them, and must
set salary off the books, without
to get what’s needed and business should
never be kept by employers.”
overtime, regardless of the number
have the workforce skills they need.
The complaint covered a period
of hours they worked. Mezcal also
Let’s make the career technical schools
didn’t keep payroll records, with
from December 2013 to February
more equitable. It’s time to accelerate
many employees paid in cash and not 2016
the process to bring a technical school
appearing in the employer’s payroll
to the west side.
records at all.
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Apply for a County Arts and
Cultural Organization Grant
Applications are open for the
Baltimore County Commission
on Arts and Sciences’ next round
of project grants to support
not-for-profit organizations that
offer visual and performing arts,
science and humanities programs.
Grants from $1,000 to $9,500
are available for organizations
in and near Baltimore County
that serve county residents. The
deadline for applications is
Tuesday, April 13, at 4 p.m.
Examples of eligible projects
include festivals, film screenings,
exhibitions for art, performances,
lectures, classes and workshops;
poetry readings, dance or
theatrical performances, and
musical concert series.
If an event is virtual, the event
organizer must be located in

Baltimore County. If the event
is live, it must take place in the
county, and any organization in
the state can apply.
Grants are awarded based on
artistic and educational merit,
service to Baltimore County, the
region and community, impact
on diverse cultural needs of
the community, management
effectiveness, financial stability,
and the extent of outreach to
involve new audiences, special
constituencies and underserved
populations.
To apply for the Baltimore
County Commission on Arts
and Sciences Project Grant, visit
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
departments/commartssciences/
projectgrantguidelines.html

A New Approach to Eviction Prevention
for Families Struggling to Pay Rent
More than 935 households in
vulnerable communities across
Baltimore County have received
$4 million in rental assistance,
thanks to a pilot program aimed at
preventing evictions.
The county and United Way of
Central Maryland have partnered to
create Strategic Targeted Eviction
Prevention (STEP) to promote
housing stability and help families
struggling to pay rent.
The pilot program is focused on
ZIP codes with the highest risk of
housing instability, food insecurity,
and impact from reported COVID-19
cases. In the northwest area these
communities facing structural
poverty include those in Gwynn Oak,
Windsor Mill and Owings Mills.
Other communities are in Essex,
Halethorpe, Dundalk, Parkville,
Middle River and Rosedale.
The United Way and Maryland
Multi-Housing Association recruited
23 management companies with 91
properties in the priority ZIP codes
to participate in the pilot program.
According to county spokesperson
Sean Naron, 34 properties located in
those communities are participating
in the pilot program: 10 are in 21117,
nine in 21207 and 15 in 21244.
In order to participate, landlords
agreed to forgive 20 percent of the
past due rent, waive all fees and
costs, and dismiss already filed
eviction complaints. Qualifying
tenants residing in the properties
were invited in December to apply
for relief.
Funded through a combination
of state and local CARES Act

Coronavirus Relief Fund dollars,
Baltimore County’s STEP
program provides between three
to nine months of past-due rent for
vulnerable households with seniors
and/or children who have lost income
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Unlike traditional rent relief
programs, which require tenants
to apply individually, the STEP
program bundles large numbers of
past-due accounts for preventing
evictions in bulk. To maximize
impact, the STEP pilot focused
on large Class C and D apartment
complexes (usually older and
in need of maintenance), which
typically involve households most at
risk of eviction.
Since March 2020, Baltimore
County has allocated nearly $11
million for eviction prevention, as
well as $250,000 for supportive
services such as tenant advocacy
and legal services.
“We are doing all we can to
promote housing stability and
support families who are struggling
with their rent, which is especially
important during the economic
recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic, said Baltimore County
Executive Johnny Olszewski.
Franklyn Baker, president and
CEO of United Way of Central
Maryland, said, “With continued
layoffs and the cumulative effects of
financial disruptions, this program
comes just in time to help us keep
more families in their homes and to
continue our fight for stable, secure
housing for all.”
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Crime Incidences, Homicides Unnerve Local Residents

A double shooting took place in the 3600 block of
North Rolling Road near a basketball court at the
Scotts Branch PAL Center. A 19-year-old died.

Continued from page 1
Mill area within a two-week period in March.
Homicide detectives continue to investigate the
March 16 afternoon shooting of a 32-year-old
Windsor Mill resident near the intersection of
Dogwood Road and Lord Baltimore Drive. After
getting shot in his vehicle, the victim drove his
car a short distance before it crashed into a curb.
The following day, on March 17, police
responded to the unit block of Cedarwood Circle
in Pikesville, for a shooting. Officers found a
22-year-old man suffering from a gunshot wound.
He later died at a hospital.
On March 14, shortly after 4 a.m., police
responded to the 8100 block of Liberty Road at

Millvale Road. The victim attended a gathering
and was shot after an altercation spilled into
parking lot of a business near Golden Dragon
Bar and Restaurant. The business is said to be
operating as an after-hours lounge at times.
On March 9, just after 6:30 p.m., police
reported that two men were shot in the 3600
block of North Rolling Road and Church Lane in
Windsor Mill. A 19-year-old man died from his
injuries and another was taken to a local hospital.
Community members say the shooting took place
near the basketball court at the Scotts Branch
PAL Center, where students were shooting
hoops. Police spokesperson D.J. Moore said, “At

Continued on page 10

Six-Month Snapshot in Northwest
Homicides, Shootings and Stabbings Since October 2020

March 17, Pikesville, 21208:
A 22-year-old man, identified
as Dominick Boston, was found
suffering from gunshot wounds. He
later died at a hospital.
March 16, Windsor Mill, 21244:
A 32-year-old man identified as
Marvin Scott of Windsor Mill, was
shot in his vehicle in the 6900 block
of Windsor Mill Rd, then drove
down Lord Baltimore Drive where
he later crashed. He later died at
Shock Trauma.
March 14, Windsor Mill, 21244:
A 28-year-old Baltimore man
identified as Dejuan Kashif Ford was
shot at around 4:30 a.m. and killed
in the 8100 block of Liberty Road at
Millvale Road.
March 9, Windsor Mill, 21244: Two
men were shot near the intersection
of Rolling Road and Church Lane in
Windsor Mill. One died, identified
as Zaire Saiyan Winter DrakeCummings of the Catonsville area,
and the other victim was taken to a
local hospital.
March 2, Catonsville, 21228: Police
responded to calls of shots fired
in the 6400 block of Baltimore
National Pike. Officers located an
adult male lying in the parking lot of
the Ramada by Wyndam Baltimore,
suffering from an apparent gunshot
wound.

March 1, Windsor Mill, 21244:
Officers responded to Northwest
Hospital at around 8:15 p.m. after
being notified that a 38-year-old
male arrived there, suffering from
at least one gunshot wound. The
preliminary investigation indicates
that the victim was shot inside his
vehicle in the unit block of
Otley Court.
Feb. 26, Windsor Mill, 21244: A
women identified as Mindi Brooks,
46, found dead of gunshot wounds
inside home, along with a dead dog.
Feb. 11, Owings Mills, 21117:
Andrew Gardner threatened his
daughter and tow truck driver at
gunpoint, then barricaded himself in
the family home for hours.
Dec. 27, Pikesville, 21208:
Assistant principal Shelton Stanley,
36, was found shot to death in his
Pikesville home. Police charged
former student Zayeed Quinton
Abdul Muhaimin, 23, with firstdegree murder.
Dec. 4, Owings Mills, 21117:
Officers arrived in the parking lot of
the 100 block of Pittston Circle and
found Tyrelle Najee Melvin Wyche,
31, of Woodlawn shot. He died at
Sinai Hospital.
Nov. 30, Randallstown, 21133: A
shooting was reported just before
10 p.m. at the Carroll Fuel station

in the 8700 block of Liberty Road.
No victim was found at the scene
but a man was later located at a
local hospital suffering from gunshot
wounds. Police believe the man
was targeted.
Dec. 15, Windsor Mill, 21244: Just
before 1:30 p.m., an 18-year-old
woman was found shot unit block of
Armitage Court, and was taken to a
local hospital.
Nov. 25, Owings Mills, 21117: A
shooting that took place at around
8 p.m. in the area of Beaverhead
Circle and Hiawatha Court was the
result of an apparent robbery. The
male victim was located on Tahoe
Circle and taken to a local hospital.
Oct. 12, Owings Mills, 21117: A
32-year-old man, Davon Dominic
Curry of Owings Mills, was charged
in the shooting death of Dwayne
Edward Elliott III, 25, also of
Owings Mills. Elliott was found
shot inside his vehicle on Christo
Court just before 6 p.m. Detectives
determined that Elliott made plans
to meet with the victim for an illicit
drug transaction and during their
encounter Curry shot Elliott. He was
pronounced dead at Shock Trauma.
Nov. 16, Randallstown, 21113:
James Jason Carter, 30, of
Baltimore, was charged with firstdegree murder in connection with

shooting of a man in the 4100 block
of Springsleigh Road at around 9
p.m. Because of a dispute, Carter
waited for the victim to walk out of
his house and get in his car. He then
approached the car and
shot the victim.
Nov. 17, Reisterstown, 21136:
Police responded to a medical call
and found a man fatally shot inside
a business in the 100 block of
Chartley Drive. He was identified as
Davontae Allen Eden, 23,
of Reisterstown.
Oct. 29, Randallstown, 21133: Just
after 1 a.m., police responded to the
9800 block of Tolworth Circle for a
call of a shooting. Police believe the
20-year-old victim, found in front of
his house, was targeted.
Oct. 21, Windsor Mill, 21244: A
man was shot at around 1:45 a.m.
in the parking lot of Liberty Tavern
in the 8100 block of Liberty Road.
Friends took him to a local hospital.
Oct. 17, Windsor Mill, 21244:
Police found a man suffering from
gunshot wounds at around 8 p.m.
in the 1900 block of Brookdale Rd.
The suspects had fled.
—Compiled from Baltimore County
Police Department reports
Note: The list will be updated at
nwvoicenews.com
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Who is Addressing the Homicides?
Continued from page 9

this time, we cannot confirm that
students were involved in the double
shooting.”
The prior evening, on March 8,
when a man was found in a pond
behind apartment homes in the 7200
block of Dogwood Road in Windsor
Mill, neighbors were concerned
about the suspicious circumstances.
Police later determined that the
55-year-old’s death was not the
result of homicide or foul play.
On March 2, police responded
to a call of shots fired in the 6400
block of Baltimore National Pike
in Catonsville. A man was found
lying in the hotel parking lot. He
was taken to an area hospital and
is believed to have survived his
injuries.
Police are investigating a March
1 shooting of a 38-year-old man
critically injured after being shot
inside his vehicle in the unit block
of Otley Court in Windsor Mill.
“I do not feel safe,” says Arlinda
Harris, a resident of the Milford Mill
area since 1976. Harris, an esthetician
who used to own a day spa in Windsor
Mill, suggested that there needs to a
bridge of communication between
the community, business and the
Franklin, Pikesville, Woodlawn and
Wilkens precincts to address the
increased crime.
Ryan Coleman, the recently
elected president of the NAACP’s
Randallstown branch, said he
believes that crime in Baltimore
City is spilling over into the county.
“There is a residual effect from
Baltimore City and you don’t hear
of plans to stop it,” Coleman said.
“When there is a murder in Windsor
Mill in broad daylight, people are
really, really scared.”
“Car jackings and robberies have
not come down, because people are
riding around with guns. We need
to know exactly what the police

are doing on this level,” Coleman
said. “We want our community to
be protected. We have to send a
message with the crime that we are
not going to put up with this. “
Police provide few details about
incidences of crime, especially
while they are under investigation,
leaving residents to wonder whether
the attacks are random or targeted,
related to drugs, robberies or
personal conflicts.
A scan of police reports from
the four local precincts that cover
the northwest and southwest area
indicate people were threatened and
held at knifepoint and gunpoint at
all hours of the day and night, while
at home, while walking, shopping,
and at ATMs. Businesses—from
nail salons to liquor stores to
convenience stores, department
stores and supermarkets.
When asked what it was doing
to address the crime and keep
the community safe, the Police
Department provided a statement
from Woodlawn Precinct 2 Captain
Orlando Lilly. The precinct
commander since January, Lily
stated that his crime plan aims to
strengthen relationships between
the community and youth and to
identify social issues and those in
need of services and resources. He
has been meeting with community
leaders, churches and other faithbased organization and elected
officials.
“The plan will not be fully
developed until all the stakeholders
have an opportunity to make their
comments and suggestions for
implementation,” he said. “…By
forging a relationship between the
community and Police Department,
Lily continued, “we will collectively
arrive at solutions that will not only
deter crime and reduce the fear of
crime, but also improve the quality
of life for residents.”

February is Black History Month.
March is Women's History Month.
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Some 30 fraternity members distributed more than 500 boxes of produce in
Randallstown to community members in need.
Residents of Park View at Randallstown receive their vaccines on March 9 at an
onsite clinic set up through a partnership with Enterprise Development Corporation,
management company for the affordable housing complex, and Baltimore County
Health Department.

Vaccines Come to Senior Residents
in Randallstown Housing Complex
As residents continue to work
through the process to register to
receive a COVID-19 vaccine, wait to
be contacted for an appointment, and
then go to a site where the vaccine
is available, residents of Park View
at Randallstown just stopped in their
senior housing complex’s community
room to receive their vaccines.
Enterprise Community Development
(EDC), an affordable housing provider,
is working with the Baltimore County
Health Department, as well as
Walgreens, CVS and other local health
care providers and pharmacies, to
give the vaccine to senior residents
across its 24 county properties. To
date, more than 1,300 residents have
received the vaccine in the comfort of
their homes.
Several seniors expressed gratitude to
Enterprise Residential representatives
for the convenience of not having to
find transportation or drive off-site,
and wait in a potentially long line.
“This by itself is amazing because

people are on wait lists to get the
vaccine, but we had the clinic set up in
our community room,” said Dellareece
Jackson. “The people giving the shots
were very pleasant and professional.
Through this rough time, I am
fortunate to live in a community that
cares and shows it through what they
have done since the pandemic began.”
Serena Henson agreed that the
vaccination process went smoothly.
“I look at this opportunity as a gift
that is very much appreciated,” she
said. “We didn’t have to make any
calls to find a place to go to get the
vaccine due to ECD being proactive.
Management sent out notices to
remind us of our appointments and
what to bring.”
Ollie Forest said, “I was thankful to
be able to remain in my community
and wait with my neighbors, who were
in pretty good spirits. The people
giving the shots were very pleasant
and took care in administering the
shot, which did not hurt.”

Omega Psi Phi Chapter To Host Second
Community Food Giveaway on April 10

Since the COVID-19 pandemic began last year, dozens of churches,
organizations and community groups have hosted food giveaways
to assist those in need. Omega Psi Phi Fraternity’s Baltimore County
graduate chapter led one such effort on March 13 on the parking lot of
Liberty Court Shopping Center.
As part of the outreach initiative, billed as “We Care, Baltimore
County,” fraternity members stood on Liberty Road with large signs,
directing passing vehicles into a line to receive a box of fresh produce
and other food items. Brothers and volunteers loaded the supply of
576 boxes, provided in partnership with Maryland Food Bank, into the
vehicles.
“This tells us that there is a need,” said Alonzo Chester Sr., social
action chair of the Theta Mu Mu graduate chapter. “One thing I realize
is that disparities really fly under the radar. We want to make sure the
community knows that we do care and we’re here to help.”
After doing a similar giveaway for the elderly and shut-in last fall
with the help of his son, a Western Tech graduate and college student,
Chester said he called on his fraternity brothers to expand the project
“We’re giving back because a lot of us grew up in some of these
communities,” said Chester, who lives in Owings Mills. “We don’t do the
service because we have to. We do it because we actually care. At some
point someone cared about us also.”
David Patterson, president of the chapter, agreed. “It’s very important
for us to give back to those in our community who are in need of a
helping hand,” he said. “Those most in need don’t have the voice right
now or the means to sustain themselves. With us doing our small part,
it gives them hope and it gives them what they need. We hope at some
point they will pay it forward to someone else.”
The date of the next food drive is Saturday, April 10, in the parking lot
in the 8600 block of Liberty Road, where Randallstown Library is located.
Distribution begins at 11 a.m. and will continue until supplies are gone.

Alonzo Chester, chair of the Theta Mu Mu chapter's social committee, and David
Patterson, chapter president chat with food giveaway volunteers.
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Changes to Central Committee Bylaws Prohibit Elected Officials from Holding 2 Offices
For decades, candidates could run
for election to the Baltimore County
Democratic State Central Committee
(BCDSCC), as well as another office,
such as state delegate or senate or
county councilperson.
That did not sit well with Danny
Blount, a first-term member of the
Central Committee, representing
District 10. When he became
chair of the bylaws committee,
the Randallstown resident made
it a priority to address the issue.

With the support of other likeminded members, he successfully
spearheaded an effort to exclude
elected officials from holding a
position on the Central Committee.
The amendment does not prohibit
a candidate from running for two
offices. However, if elected to
both, the person must choose
one. Vacancies are filled through a
nominating and selection process.
Blount said he considers elected
officials running for and holding

dual seats a conflict of interest and
a power grab. It gives them added
influence and with more name
recognition, also blocks community
activists, young people, and others
looking to get their feet wet in
politics, such as young people and
political hopefuls from a fair chance.
Northwest Voice Publisher
Kenneth Brown criticized candidates
for taking “two bites of the apple”
in an editorial preceding the 2018
gubernatorial elections. Elected

officials who at the time held
positions on the Central Committee
and pledged not to run for that
post included Del. Ben Brooks and
District 4 Councilman Julian Jones.
That was not the case with Sen.
Delores Kelly and Del. Jay Jalisi,
both of District 10. Both ran for the
Central Committee and their state
positions, and won both.
In 2018, then-delegate Charles
Continued on page 16
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Three Northwest Area Men Facing Federal
Charges for COVID-19 Vaccine Fraud Scheme
A federal criminal complaint has been filed
charging three men of conspiracy to commit
wire fraud in connection with a scheme to
allegedly sell purported COVID-19 vaccines.
The criminal complaint charges Olakitan
Oluwalade (“Olaki”), age 22, of Windsor Mill;
Olaki’s cousin, Odunayo Baba Oluwalade
(“Baba”), 25, also of Windsor Mill; and Kelly
Lamont Williams, age 22, of Owings Mills.
In January, Homeland Security’s Intellectual
Property Rights Center and Cyber Crimes
Center became aware of a fraudulent
replication of the website of a biotechnology
company that focuses on drug discovery,
drug development and vaccine technologies,
including a vaccine for COVID-19. The FDA
had issued an emergency-use authorization
to the Massachusetts-based company for the
vaccine to be distributed in the United States.
According to the complaint affidavit, the
home page of the phony company’s website
had a fake domain, “Modernatx.shop,” and
appeared visually similar to the real company’s

website. However, the fake domain (unlike the
company’s home page) had the statement:
“You may be able to buy a COVID-19 vaccine
ahead of time,” with a link to “contact us.”
As part of an undercover operation, the
special agent received information regarding
payment, delivery and purchase for the alleged
company’s vaccines from a Google e-mail
address. The agent was allegedly instructed to
send payment to a credit union account in the
name of Kelly Lamont Williams, and did so.
The government seized the fake domain
and after several searches of Olaki’s and
Baba’s homes, investigators recovered a
number of communications between the
three men discussing the scheme. The
communications also indicated that Olaki
allegedly applied for and received a fraudulent
federal COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster
Loan last year.  
If convicted, the defendants each face a
maximum sentence of 20 years in federal
prison for conspiracy to commit wire fraud.

PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST FRAUD INVOLVING
COVID-19 VACCINES AND TREATMENTS
Department of Homeland Security offers these tips
related to counterfeit vaccines and treatments:

• Always consult with a licensed medical
professional to obtain a vaccine or treatment.
• Do not purchase the Internet.
• Do not purchase through an online pharmacy.
• Ignore unsolicited offers.
• Don’t respond to texts, emails or robocalls.
• Be wary of ads for on social media.
• Report any suspicious activity involving
COVID-19 vaccines and treatments to
COVID19FRAUD@dhs.gov
If you believe you are a victim of a fraud or attempted
fraud involving COVID-19, you may also call the
National Center for Disaster Fraud Hotline at
1-866-720-5721 or go to justice.gov/coronavirus.
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March is Colon Cancer Awareness Month
Putting a Focus on Colon Cancer Screening to Save Lives

When actor Chadwick Boseman, who played King T’Challa in Black Panther and baseball legend Jackie
Robinson in 42, died of colon cancer last year at age 43, it brought new attention to the disease.
Colorectal cancer, or colon cancer, is the third
most common cancer diagnosed in men and
women each year in the United States, excluding
skin cancer. In Maryland, colorectal cancer is the
second-leading cause of cancer deaths, according
to the Baltimore County Department of Health
and Human Services.
Colorectal cancer mainly affects older adults,
but there is a rising incidence in younger people
such as Boseman.
The colon is the large intestine or large bowel,
and the rectum is the passageway that connects
the colon to the anus. Over time, abnormal
growths, called polyps, may form in the colon
or rectum and turn into cancer. Screening
tests can find polyps so they can be removed
before turning into cancer. Screening helps
find colorectal cancer at an early stage, when
treatment works best.

About 90% of cases occur in people who
are 50 years old or older. Besides age, other
risk factors include having: inflammatory
bowel disease such as Crohn’s disease or
ulcerative colitis, personal or family history
of colorectal cancer or colorectal polyps, and
genetic syndrome such as familiar adenomatous
polyposis (FAP) or hereditary non-polyposis
colorectal cancer (Lynch syndrome).
Lifestyle factors that may contribute to an
increased risk of colorectal cancer include:
• Lack of regular physical activity.
• A diet low in fruit and vegetables.
• A low-fiber and high-fat diet, or a diet high
in processed meats.
• Overweight and obesity.
• Alcohol consumption.
• Tobacco use.
The county’s Department of Health’s Cancer

Program has targeted colorectal cancer for
screening services due to its impact on mortality
and the ability to prevent, detect and treat
it effectively.
Screening services are available for income and
age-eligible Baltimore County residents. Diagnosis
and treatment services may also be available for
individuals screened through the program. Contact
the Cancer Program at 410-887-3456 or mdcolon@
baltimorecountymd.gov for more information about
colorectal cancer diagnosis and if you are eligible
for low-cost screening.
The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force
recommends that adults age 50 to 75 be screened
for colorectal cancer. People, including those
older than 75 and people who are at an increased
risk, should talk to their doctor about when to
begin screening, which test is right for them, and
how often to get tested.
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Candidates can only
hold one office

IRS Tax Filing Deadline Extended to May 17

The federal income tax filing due
date for individuals for the 2020
tax year is extended from the usual
April 15 deadline to May 17, 2021.
Individual taxpayers, including
those who pay self-employment tax,
can also postpone federal income
tax payments for the 2020 tax year
due on April 15 to May 17, without
penalties and interest, regardless of
the amount owed. Penalties, interest
and additions to tax will begin to
accrue on any remaining unpaid
balances as of May 17. Taxpayers
will automatically avoid interest and
penalties on the taxes paid by May 17.
"This continues to be a tough
time for many people, and the IRS

wants to continue to do everything
possible to help taxpayers navigate
the unusual circumstances related
to the pandemic, while also working
on important tax administration
responsibilities," stated IRS
Commissioner Chuck Rettig. Even
with the new deadline, the IRS
urges taxpayers to consider filing as
soon as possible, especially those
who are owed refunds.
The number of tax returns the IRS
processed to date, and the number
of refunds issued lags behind last
year’s numbers. This year’s filing
season, which began Feb. 12, started
about two weeks later than usual —
contributing to the delay.

Additionally, the agency is
managing the additional task of
processing a third round of $1,400
direct payments to families.
***************************

Help for Taxpayers

Looking for your refunds? Visit
irs.gov/refund, call 800-829-1040 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. (individuals) or 800829-4933 (businesses), or download
the IRS2Go mobile app.
Looking for 2021 Economic
Impact Payment? Use the IRS
Get My Payment tool at irs.gov/
coronavirus/get-my-payment
Looking for your 1st and 2nd
stimulus payment? This info is
no longer in Get My Payment. If
you were eligible, view or create an
online account to check the status
in irs.gov/payments/view-your-taxaccount.
Didn’t get the 1st or 2nd payments?
If you were eligible and did not
receive these payment, you may be
eligible to claim the 2020 Recovery
Rebate Credit and must file a
2020 tax return even if you aren’t
required to file. Visit irs.gov/
newsroom/recovery-rebate-credit

Continued from page 12
Sydnor and day care operator Aisha
Khan ran for the House of Delegates
and Central Committee for District
44B. Sydnor won re-election; Khan
lost the state race but won a Central
Committee seat. Sheila Ruth, a
candidate for County Council District
1 and Central Committee in District
44B, lost the county race but won her
Central Committee election.
When District 44 Senator Shirley
Nathan-Pulliam announced her
resignation in December 2019, the
power and influence of an elected
official being on the BCDSCC became
clear.
The committee chose Sydnor over
District 44B Del. Keith Haynes of
Baltimore City as Nathan-Pulliam's
replacement following a controversial
3-2 vote.
Sydnor cast a vote for himself--an
advantage he wouldn't have had had he
not be on the committee.
When Sydnor’s delegate seat became
open, the Central Committee selected
Ruth 3-2. Ruth voluntarily resigned
from the Central Committee after
her appointment. Sydnor did not, and
remains on the committee.
Acknowledging that there is
more work to be done, Blount said,
“We have stopped the nonsense
in Baltimore County where these
individuals can no longer hold two
seats. People don’t realize how
powerful the Central Committee is,” he
said. “You can get someone appointed
as a delegate or senate with three
votes out of five, and they’re headed
to Annapolis. That’s incredible.”
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Securityplus Promotes 2 to Vice President Roles

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 10AM TO 12:00PM

Rev. Tanya Wade, Pastor
2604 Banister Road
Baltimore, MD, 21215
410-466-4000 (o), 410-466-4001 (f)
www.gracepresbymd.weebly.com
"One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek that I may dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. —Psalm 27:4

and oversight of all facilities and training and
development.
Sharpless started her career with Securityplus
FCU in 2005 as loans operation manager, changing
to compliance as an officer, then becoming
the director and AVP of risk management. She
oversees all areas of risk management including
enterprise risk and vendor risk management,
compliance, fraud, embezzlement and theft, and
bond insurance coverage.
Rawlings and Sharpless are active members of
several committees and industry round tables and
organizations.

PHOTOS: SECURITYPLUS

Securityplus Federal Credit Union (FCU) has
announced two staff promotions to the executive
team position of vice president. Ulrica Rawlings has
been named vice president, human resources and
facilities, and Floretta Sharpless is vice president,
risk management.
Rawlings, who joined the credit union staff in
2004, has worked in several roles in employee
training and human resources, leading to her prior
position as AVP human resources and facilities. Her
present responsibilities include strategic planning,
payroll, benefit, compensation, EEO and affirmative
action, workforce law, compliance and ethics,

Ulrica Rawlings

Floretta Sharpless
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Welcome Our New
Neighbors
A lot of the regular activity in
the community has not resumed,
but mark your calendars for the
following meetings.
SCHOOL BOARD
Upcoming meetings of the
Baltimore County Board of
Education will be held virtually on
March 9 and 23, April 6 and 20, and
May 4 and 18 at 6:30 p.m. To watch
the meetings online, go to www.
bcps.org/video/liveStream.html.
You can submit comments to the
board at boe@bcps.org.
COUNTY COUNCIL
Upcoming meetings of the
County Council will be held via
web conferencing at 6 p.m. on
Monday, March 1 and 15, April 5
and 19; the work sessions are on
Tuesday, March 9 and 30, and
April 13 at 4 p.m. The budget work
session is scheduled for April 27
at 4 p.m. and the hearing at 6 p.m.
For more information, including
on the agendas and instructions
to watch the meeting online,
visit baltimorecountymd.gov/
countycouncil. The virtual meeting
page is atbaltimorecountymd.gov/
countycouncil/virtualmeetings.
html or you may call 410-8873916 for more information. The
public are encouraged to provide
written testimony or comment
via email at countycouncil@
baltimorecountymd.gov or
traditional mail.

POLICE COMMUNITY RELATIONS
COUNCIL
These councils consist of
community leaders, interested
citizens and representatives of the
local business community, which
meet to resolve issues of concern
and provide an open forum. The
forums begin at 7 p.m.
• Wilkens Precinct 1 meetings
are held the second Tuesday
of each month at Arbutus
Library, 855 Sulphur Spring Rd.
in Arbutus, 21227. The police
precinct station number is 410887-5165.
• Woodlawn Precinct 2 meetings
are held the second Wednesday
of each month. The police
precinct station number is 410887-4714. Call for details.
• Franklin Precinct 3 meetings are
held the third Tuesday of the
month at 7 p.m. in Reisterstown,
21136. Brad Sharpless is director
and may be contacted at
bvsharpless@hotmail.com. The
precinct station number is 410887-6985.
• Pikesville Precinct 4 meetings
are held the fourth Tuesday
of each month. Jerry Dantoni
may be reached at j.dantoni@
verizon.net or pcrcprecinct4@
gmail.com. The precinct contact
number is 410-887-6775.

Got a free community event to promote? Please send at
least 60 days in advance. Send it to the Northwest Voice
at nwvoicenews.com/contact-us/news. We will promote
church community events, but not church ministry
activities, on the calendar.

Welcome our new neighbor is a list of some
residential sales in the coverage area of The
Northwest Voice Newspaper from the previous
month. This will be a feature every monthly issue.
This list is from the MRIS and is provided courtesy
of Tammy Rollins, Broker of Rollins & Associates
Real Estate, 201 Milford Mill Road, Pikesville. The
list includes address, style, bedrooms, bath, list
price and closing price.
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BUSINESS

BANKING

Spend less time thinking about
managing your money.
Focus on what you do best –
running your business.

Securityplus offers a full line of products and
services to meet your business banking needs.
To learn more about Securityplus Business Banking,
call our Business Services Specialist at
410-281-6233 or visit securityplusfcu.org/business.

Equal
Opportunity
Lender

Woodlawn Branch
1514 Woodlawn Drive

Federally
Insured by
NCUA

Owings Mills Branch
60 Painters Mill Rd

FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK

@secplusbaltimore

Northwest Plaza Branch
4470 W. Northern Parkway

securityplusfcu.org
410-281-6200

