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mid a national reckoning
for equitable policing and
sanctity of life, hundreds
of people marched in Black Lives
Matter demonstrations around the
county, calling for changes to Police
Department practices. To initiate that
action, on July 6 Councilman Julian
Jones put forth a Baltimore County
Police Department reform bill that
would ban chokeholds, prohibit the

department from hiring bad officers
terminated from other jurisdictions,
and require de-escalation training. Bill
73-20 would also require an officer to
intervene when another officer uses
excessive force and provide that officer
whistleblower protection.
Days after a July 28 Baltimore
County hearing at which dozens of
people signed up to testify, Bill 73-20
was up for a highly-anticipated vote

before the seven council members on
Aug. 3. More than 180 people were
tuned in to the meeting virtually.
Council chair Cathy Bevins of
District 5 called the bill for a vote,
and District 1 Councilman Tom Quirk
immediately moved to table the bill.
The vote in favor of setting aside the
bill was 4-3.
“It’s a disgrace on our council tonight
Continued on page 11
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From the Publisher, Kenneth Brown

Is Change Going to Come?
Recent events that exposed the horrific injustices by
police officers against citizens continue to disturb our
consciousness and quest for fairness and equity for
all people, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender sexual
orientation and socio-economic status.
So when a national call to action is to reform the
way police departments address officer misconduct;
recruit, hire and train officers; and handle suspects
and citizens, I found the comments and actions of
some of our elected representatives mindboggling.
Their attitudes and positions were on full display
during the July 28 work session and Aug. 3 legislative
meetings of the Baltimore County Council during the
discussion about police reform.
The definition of the word reform is to make change
in order to improve. I have never met anyone or seen
anything that could not be improved. That would mean
it is already perfect.
Kudos to Councilman Julian Jones. Determined
to turn the protests into meaningful change, he
introduced Bill 73-20 to systemically reform police
practices.
After the world witnessed a Minnesota officer
press with his knee the life out of a human being, there
is no question that the bill was relevant and timely.
Police departments have been using chokeholds as an
acceptable method of restraint, and among the actions
in the bill was to ban chokeholds. The bill also would
require that officers de-escalate tense situations,
and that officers report, without fear of retaliation, a
fellow officer who is using excessive physical force. It
also would keep the county from hiring bad apples
from other jurisdictions looking to settle in a new
department.
Law enforcement in the United States has never
been viewed as a stellar institution especially to
minorities and poor communities. Let’s not forget
that our police officers, like other professions and
occupations, come from our societies. Some of those
same individuals can bring bias and prejudice to their
jobs, and we have given officers unbridled power over
communities and people.
Eight people died from Baltimore County policeinvolved shootings last year—more than any other
jurisdiction in Maryland. Why?
Police leadership would like us all to believe that
they can police their own internally, but history has
revealed mixed results. When there is real change
in an institution, like a police department, it always
generally comes from external pressure and from laws
that have been put in place.
Would Police Chief Melissa Hyatt and County

Executive Johnny Olszewski have presented their
list of recommendations for police reform ahead
of Councilman Jones' bill had it not been for police
responses to various situations and Floyd’s death?
Would the Workgroup on Equitable Policing, which
began with the unshocking revelation that police were
stopping minorities for traffic violations at much
higher rates than their white counterparts, have been
expanded to address other issues? Pressure brings
sustainable change.
Can you imagine police departments, of their
own volition, coming up with the body worn camera
initiative and expanding it had it not been for the
police shooting of Korryn Gaines, the 22-year-old
mother of two, in her Randallstown apartment?
Throughout the six-hour barricade situation, no
officer turned on their body camera, or so they claim.
(What were the consequences to these officers? At
Scott Shellenberger’s recommendation, Officer
Ruby Royce was deemed not criminally at fault, and
a jury agreed. But Gaines’ family won a $38 million
civil lawsuit against the department. How much has
changed since that incident?)
Now, many would have never believed or
acknowledged that police brutality or racism existed
in the police department if it wasn’t that you could
hear and see incidents with your own eyes and ears.
Police reform is about making police departments
fair and better. Some of our citizens believe that police
should be able to do whatever they want and need to do
in order to protect them in their community. I wonder
if they’d suspport that approach if the injustice took
place in their community or with their loved one.
There also are those who place so much confidence
in the police chief and state’s attorney that they believe
the police department can sufficiently police itself
with a resolution vs. enacted legislation. Police chiefs
come and go. Chief Hyatt follows at least one good 'ol
boys chief who didn’t seem to have much regard for
diversity. Shellenberger has been the state’s attorney
for the past 24 years, and there’s no guarantee he’ll
run in 2022, and keep the job if he does. Laws keep the
practices consistent regardless of who is in charge.
The history of policing in America has shown that
it’s a long way from being where it needs to be. The
reason for reform over the many years, just like in
America itself, is that it grapples with issues of equity
and racism. Police departments need to be held to laws
just as we do as Americans. Down through history
when we would try to move the country forward
whether it was freeing of slaves, the rights to vote,
integration, civil rights and police reform—anything

that would improve the country —there were always
those who stood steadfast against change.
Those with power are never motivated to make
change if it interferes with their power over others.
Elected officials should always represent the needs
Continued on page 14
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OUR CHILDREN
ANSWER FOR THEM

COMPLETE THE CENSUS TODAY!

Help get Education, Nutrition
Programs, Parks and
Recereation Services
for our community.

Responding to the Census is easy.

Online

Telephone: (844) 330•2020

Mail

Baltimore County Executive Johnny Olszewski and the Baltimore County Council
This Project has been financed in part with State funds from Maryland’s 2020 Census Grant Program. Project content or opinions do not
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the State of Maryland or any of its instrumentalities.
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The General Election is Nov. 3, But the Voting Process Starts Now
Request a Mail-in Ballot and Plan to Place it in an Election Drop Box
The Presidential General Election
is more than two months away, and
information about how Marylanders
will vote for a United States president
and congressional representatives is
beginning to take shape.
For weeks, the information was
coming in drips and drabs with no
resolution on the process. Gov. Larry
Hogan had proposed the State Board
of Elections plan for a more traditional
election with in-person voting at
precincts. The election board pushed
back and advocated for primarily mailin balloting, similar to that in the June
2 primary, given concerns about the
potential spread of COVID-19 and about
having a sufficient number of election
judges on hand.
In the end, there will be a hybrid
format. With the state board unable to
reach consensus on a plan, a statement
from Hogan read, the election is
occurring under existing state law, which

Voters are urged to request a mail-in ballot instead of waiting for the state to mail them an
application for a ballot. Voters will not automatically receive one.

allows Marylanders to vote by mail, take
part in early voting, or cast their ballot in
person on Election Day if they choose to
do so.
The election board’s work has evolved
amid a national debate about the most
effective and ethical process to conduct
elections safely in order to avoid voter
suppression and ensure voter confidence
in the results.
Unlike the June primary, voters will
not automatically receive a ballot in

their mailboxes. Ballot request forms
will be mailed to Maryland’s 4 million
registered voters beginning Monday,
Aug. 24, through the end of August. The
actual ballots will not be mailed to those
requesting a ballot until early October.
If you don’t want to wait for an
application to be mailed, you can
complete a form to request a ballot. You
can do that by phone, online or mail or
fax. So far more than 38,000 voters have
requested ballots. (See sidebar on page 5.)

B

The State Board of Elections has set a
deadline of Oct. 20 to request a mail-in
ballot. The deadline for voters to return
mail-in ballots in person at their local
board of elections office or in a drop
box remains unchanged. That deadline
is Nov. 3, by the time the polls close
on Election Day. Voted ballots must be
postmarked on or before Nov. 3.
Early voting will take place Monday,
Oct. 26, through Monday, Nov. 2,
between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m. for the
General Election. The drop box locations
and early voting sites will be confirmed.
There will be at least 270 ballot drop
boxes—75 more than with the Primary
Election. The state election board
authorized local boards to begin their
official tally of votes no earlier
than Oct. 1.
Elected officials are urging their
constituents to request a ballot now and
to vote by mail. Speaker of the House
Continued on page 5
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Request a Mail-in Ballot
Continued from page 4
Adrienne Jones, delegate from District 10, sent a community
newsletter that included a video on how to navigate the process.
“Democracy must continue even in a pandemic,” the message
stated. “One action all Marylanders can take to exercise their
right to vote without compromising their health and safety is to
vote by mail.”
Lisa Belcastro, delegate for District 11, which includes
Pikesville and Reisterstown, told constituents, “My personal
plan includes receiving my ballot by mail and dropping it at
one of the ballot drop boxes.” Both lawmakers created
video demonstrations.
If you’re confused about absentee ballot vs. mail-in ballot,
you’re not alone and the legislature saw fit to address the
confusion. A recent change in the law requires the State
Board of Elections and each local board of elections to refer
to absentee ballots as mail-in ballots and absentee voting as
mail-in voting. The terminology does not change the process of
mail-in voting.
Remember: You don't need a reason to vote by mail-in ballot.
It's another way to vote if you don't want to or can't go to an
early voting center or your polling place.
The administration has begun actively encouraging state
employees and college students to serve as election judges.
To become a judge, visit baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/
elections/ or call the Baltimore County Board of Elections at
410-887-5700.
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Ascena, the parent company of Loft and Catherines, announced it has filed for bankruptcy. All Catherines stores are closing, including the location off Rolling Road and Security Boulevard in
Windsor Mill. The Loft on Reisterstown Road in Pikesville is not on the initial list of closures.

Which Retailers Are Filing Bankruptcy Now?
The upending of the national retail
industry continues, as businesses are
increasingly filing for bankruptcy in an
effort to stay afloat during a troubled
economy.
Some businesses were already
struggling to compete against big
box stores, online establishments and
discount stores by trying to renegotiate
more favorable leases and responding
to consumers’ changing shopping
habits. For many businesses, stay-athome orders issued as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic dealt them the
final blow.
Among the retailers recently filing to
reorganize their assets under Chapter
11 bankruptcy are Ascena Retail Group,

the parent company for Catherines, The
Loft, Lane Bryant, Ann Taylor and other
brands. The women’s apparel company
reported it would close about 1,100 of
its 2,800 stores because of declining
sales.
All Catherines stores, which cater
to plus-size women, will close and
will clear its inventory in sales that are
expected to last 30 to 60 days. That
includes the location at Security Square
Shopping Center in Windsor Mill.
Ascena will continue to operate a
selected number of its other brands.
For example only 30 of Loft’s 666
stores will close. The Loft location
at Woodholme Shopping Center in
Pikesville is not on the list.

MOBILE NOTARY
You call, we come! 24/7

George E. White

Notary Public of the State of MD
Baltimore County, Maryland

443-277-4977

Email: georgeewhite@msn.com

The final number of store closings [of
the brands] will be determined based on
the ability of Ascena and its landlords
to reach agreement on sustainable lease
structures, according to a company
statement.
Tailored Brands, owner of Men’s
Wearhouse and Jos. A. Bank, has also
filed for bankruptcy. With more people
not working out of corporate offices
and not attending weddings and formal
affairs, there was a reduced demand
for suits. The company says it will
eliminate 20 percent of its corporate
positions and close 400 to 500 of its
1,274 stores, but did not disclose the
affected locations. There is a Men’s
Wearhouse in Pikesville and a K&G
Fashion Superstore, a brand owned by
Men’s Wearhouse, in Windsor Mill.
GNC, or General Nutrition Centers,
which sells vitamins and supplements,
will shutter between 800 and 1,000
stores while it looks for a buyer.
The location at Westview Mall in
Catonsville is not on the initial list of
248 closings.
Chuck E. Cheese’s parent company,
CEC Entertainment, announced it is
filing bankruptcy and will permanently
close 34 of its more than 700 pizza and
entertainment venue locations. The
Westview Mall location is not on the
current list of closings.
Lord & Taylor, the country’s oldest

department store chain, filed for
bankruptcy after struggling prior to the
pandemic. The Columbia Mall location
has begun store closing sales.

Among the list of retailers
filing bankruptcy:
Ascena: Catherines,
The Loft, Ann Taylor
Brooks Brothers
Chuck E. Cheese
GNC
Hertz
J.C. Penney
J. Crew, Neiman Marcus
Lord & Taylor
New York & Co.
Tailored Brands:
Men’s Warehouse, K&G,
Jos. A. Bank
Tuesday Morning
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Thousands of Eligible Marylanders
Missing Out on Stimulus Payments
Although around 160 million stimulus
payments have been made to eligible
U.S. residents, a recent report estimates
that 12 million people, including
147,000 Marylanders, are missing out
on receiving a payment. The payments
yet to be distributed add up to around
$12 billion, $157 million of which is
owed to Maryland residents.
In March, the U.S. Congress passed
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act,
which included stimulus payments
intended to help U.S. families deal
with the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, including a job loss and
income. Eligible adults receive $1,200
($2,400 for a married couple) and
$500 for each dependent child under
17 years old.
Most people received them
automatically because they filed
federal income tax returns in 2018
or 2019 and included direct deposit
information. People also may have
received the payments if they are
recipients of federally administered

benefits such as Social Security,
Supplemental Security Income,
Railroad Retirement, or Veterans
Affairs pension or disability benefits.
However, the adults and children
who did not receive automatic
payments include those who aren’t
required to file federal income tax
returns due to their incomes and
those who do not receive federal
benefits. People in this group are
disproportionately people of color,
who are hit hardest by both the
economic and health effects of
the pandemic.
To receive payment, eligible
individuals must provide specific
information to the IRS by submitting
by Oct. 15 a 2019 tax return or using
an online form called the IRS “nonfiler tool.” Using the online form
requires Internet access, an email
address, a direct deposit account or an
address to which the payment can
be delivered.
Go to irs.gov and look for the nonfiler tab.
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Requirements For Face Coverings

Since July 23, Baltimore County residents ages 2 and up are required to wear face
coverings in any indoor business or establishment that serves the general public. This
includes retail and recreational establishments, places of worship, and other locations
open to the public.
Residents are encouraged to wear masks in outdoor public areas where social
distancing of at least six feet is not possible.
People will not be required to wear a mask while eating or drinking in a restaurant, or
because of a medical or mental condition, or disability.
Baltimore County Health Officer Gregory Branch issued the new public health order,
which supplements the existing state directive requires residents to wear masks in
some indoor locations.
Despite current prevention measures, the county is experiencing the highest sevenday average of 97 community cases per day—exceeding the previous peak of 94 cases
per day over a seven-day period in May. Meanwhile, Baltimore County’s positivity
rate has increased since July 7 to 5.92 percent, demonstrating continued community
transmission of COVID-19.
County officials reported that, similar to statewide trends, young people now
account for the majority of cases. Over a three-day period between July 19-22, 53
percent of the county’s COVID-19 cases are residents under the age of 35.
Noting that spikes in COVID-19 cases in some states and local jurisdictions are being
attributed to bars and restaurants, Olszewski has called on Gov. Larry Hogan to limit
bars and food service establishments to outdoor dining and takeout or delivery service.
“Maryland’s increasing case numbers are troubling and public health officials have
consistently warned us about how indoor dining and congregating in bars can play a
significant role of increased COVID-19 case counts,” Olszewski said. “We have also
seen that patchwork approaches to determining which businesses should be opened
don’t work.”
“Our fight against this virus is not over. Without a vaccine or a cure we must
continue to follow the science and the evidence which shows that face coverings—
paired with social distancing and avoiding large gatherings—can slow the spread of this
disease,” said Branch. “Our data is beginning to show initial troubling signs. To keep us
from losing ground, we must act now.”
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$20,000 Grants Will Fund COVID-Related
Programming and Marketing Efforts
Small businesses impacted by
the COVID-19 crisis that need
financial support can apply for
grants of up to $20,000.
County Executive Johnny
Olszewski announced a $600,000
grant program that will fund
marketing and educational
awareness initiatives to help
sustain the county’s business
sector and economy through the
local chambers of commerce.
“Our independent small
businesses and our neighborhood
business corridors are an important
element of our local economy
and they add to our overall sense
of community,” said Olszewski.
“These grant funds will quickly go
where they are needed to provide
critically-needed support to help
our small businesses districts.”
The COVID-19 Business
Corridor Sustainability Grant
Program is narrowly focused on
providing financial support to
small business associations and

chambers of commerce so that
they can provide professional-level
services to support member and
nonmember businesses in their
communities.
A total of $600,000 will be
awarded to eligible applicants,
capped at $20,000 per
organization. Applicants will be
required to submit a proposal that
demonstrates how the organization
plans to utilize these funds to
support small businesses in
Baltimore County by providing
COVID-19 related services.
These grant funds will enable
the county’s chambers and small
business associations to pay staff

or outside experts to conduct
virtual educational programming
on COVID-19 related recovery
efforts such as accounting
requirements for government
assistance programs or negotiating
forbearance agreements with
landlords and financial institutions.
Funds could also be used for
marketing campaigns to help
promote community patronage and
support for local “Main Street”
businesses.
Applicants must be a notfor-profit business association
or chamber of commerce that
must adhere to certain eligibility
specifications, such as having at
least one paid staff member and is
compliance with loans, grants and
taxes.
Apply at baltimorecountymd.
gov/Agencies/economicdev/
covid19-assistance/
businesssustainabilitygrant.html.
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50 Organizations Awarded Grants
Baltimore County made grants available to 50 organizations assisting those affected by COVID-19 in local
communities. The grant awards ranged from $3,000 to
$11,300, and will be used to purchase of PPE, put in
place COVID safeguards for reopening, food distribution, virtual counseling services, rental assistance,
technology to address the digital divide, assistance for
veterans and first responders, and other efforts.
AfriThrive
Agape Christian
Church
Arc Baltimore
Aspen Day Treatment
Baltimore Association of Nepalese in
America
Baltimore Job Hunters Support Group
Bas Melech Performing Arts Center
Board of Child
Care
CASA of Baltimore
County
Cavanaugh House
CHANA
Chase Brexton
Health Services
Chesapeake Bay
Memories Charities
Children's Home
Community Crisis
Center
Congregation Ariel
Russian Community
Synagogue
Covenant Guild
Diversified Housing

Development
FreeState Justice
Friendship Circle of
Baltimore
From One Fan To
Another
Hindu American
Community Service
Hall at North Point
Edgemere
Heaven on Earth
NOW
Holistically Empowered Youth
Humane Society of
Baltimore County
Improving Educ.
Islamic Society of
Baltimore
Jacksonville Senior
Center Council
Jewish Uniformed
Service Association
of Maryland
KEYS Empowers
Lake Roland Nature
Council
Life Builders Church
Linwood Center
MedStar Franklin
Square Medical Ctr.

Morning Star Baptist
Church of Baltimore
County
NAMI Metropolitan
Baltimore
No More Stolen
Childhoods
One Love Foundation
Oregon Ridge Nature
Center Council
Penn-Mar Human
Services
Randallstown Mount
Olive United
Methodist Church
Research and Counseling Foundation
for African Migrants
Set The Captives Free
Outreach Center
Spectrum Support
St. Matthew United
Methodist Church
St. Ambrose
Housing Aid Center
Towson University
Foundation
Trinity Temple
TWS Community
Outreach
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BLACK LIVES MATTER

Omer Rashid (left) and Sebastien Seydi (holding banner) led a Woodlawn youth march from Powhatan Elementary School to Gwynn Oak Park.

Central Committee member Sebastien Seydi of their
Young Dems arm, gave an assist.
Rally supporters, including state and local elected
officials, community members, and representatives from
the NAACP and other organizations, met at Powhatan
Elementary School to hear remarks from County
Executive Johnny Olszewski and youth speakers. After
the gathering, the group then marched to Gwynn Oak
Park carrying a large banner and chanting.
At the park, a number of politicians and youth gave
remarks advocating for racial equality and police reform.
Councilman Julian Jones told the crowd that protests

PHOTOS: KENNY BROWN & GEORGE WHITE

Since the death of George Floyd in May, a number
of demonstrations have been organized around the
Baltimore County—from Catonsville to Randallstown
to Reisterstown to Towson to protest racial and
social injustice. On July 25, it was Woodlawn’s turn.
George White, a Lochearn resident and member of
the Democratic Central Committee, joined with youth
activists to hold a protest in Woodlawn.
Omer Rashid, former student representative for the
Baltimore County Board of Education who successfully
introduced a resolution that the school board support
Black Lives Matter, emceed the event. Democratic

bring attention to issues, such as changing how
police operate.
He gave an overview of his county police reform
Bill 73-20, which would ban chokeholds, increase
de-escalation training, and prevent bad cops in one
jurisdiction from being hired by Baltimore County.
In his closing remarks, organizer George White, said,
“We need to continue the struggle.” He urged the crowd
to be proactive to affect change. With a pledge to keep
the community informed, White added, “We have to
turn out in numbers for the election and vote.”

Baltimore County Executive Johnny Olszewski prepares to give remarks.

The rally got a lot of support from local elected officials (from left): Councilman Julian
Jones, Democratic Central Committee members Bishop Barry Chapman, Mark Brewster,
president Crystal Francis, secretary Linda Dorsey-Walker and Aisha Khan; volunteer
Andrea White, Del. Sheila Ruth, George White, Del. Dana Stein and Sebastien Seydi. Not
pictured are Del. Pat Young, Sen. Charles Sydnor III and Councilman Izzy Patoka.
Woodlawn community
leaders Derrick Burnett and
Aaron Barnett participated in
the rally.

Rally organizer George White reviews the agenda with
Sebastien Seydi, Omer Rashid and Jaila Johnson.

July/August 2020 						

Northwest Voice 					

Page 11

Jones to Reintroduce Series of Police Reform Bills in September

Police Chief Hyatt: 'No legislative action is necessary'

Continued from page 1
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As is the council's process, the legislative session
that we would table this bill,” Jones said. “I am
followed a work session on July 28, at which Hyatt
shocked.”
and Shellenberger, whose office reviews incidents of
After the meeting, Jones, who said he was
police use of force, presented their views on the bill.
embarassed at the council's actions and disappointed
Declaring that "no legislative action is necessary,"
in the vote, has pledged to reintroduce a series of
Hyatt outlined the steps she’s taken. As part of her
similar bills next month.
priorities to strengthen public trust, rethink oversight
Quirk, who represents Catonsville, Woodlawn and
and accountability, and enhance officer training
Windsor Mill, began his comments with a pledge of
and wellness, Hyatt said she has hired a director
support and confidence in the “many reforms” County
of accountability and compliance and a director of
Executive Johnny Olszewski, Police Chief Melissa
diversity and inclusion. Additionally, she said, the
Hyatt and State’s Attorney Scott Shellenberger have
department is conducting a staffing study, and has
initiated. Quirk said that state legislation is preferable,
initiated an independent
as a House Policing
Workgroup was holding "I have never seen more community review of hiring review
public hearings and
support for a measure in my entire and practices. Additionally,
Hyatt stated, a professional
working on reform for
history on the council."
standards bureau and
the Maryland General
Councilman Julian Jones, sponsor of police reform a newly reorganized
Assembly's 2021
community and support
legislative session that
bureau have been created. Police dashboards will
convenes in January. Quirk also noted that the Blue
provide more data.
Guardians, a police group that represents primarily
Hyatt dismissed some of the requirements in the
minority officers, preferred action at the state level.
bill as overly detailed and too absolute. She said they
Jones said, “I have never seen more community
do not “match up with accepted best practices, and
support for a measure in my entire history on the
that oversimplifies complex situations and decision
council. It was clear during the six hours of testimony
that citizens of Baltimore County are very interested in making.”
However a county staff person stated that Bill 73police reform."
20 is grounded in 21st century policing principles,
Taking a shot at Quirk's perceived priorities for
and uses language similar to that proposed by other
legislative action, Jones added, “It was in 2018, that
metropolitan police departments and from language in
Councilman Quirk was so worked up over a dog
U.S. Department of Justice consent decrees.
named Oscar that he introduced legislation to change
In a tense exchange between Jones and Hyatt, the
the law. We as a body came together and changed
police chief initially said had not received a copy
the law to protect future Oscars. Where is the law to
of the bill until a week prior to the hearing. Jones
protect future Korryn Gaines or future Eric Sopps,"
clarified that he sent a draft to her weeks prior.
Jones asked, referring to two county residents killed
When Hyatt said there were only five police
by police under controversial circumstances.
involved shootings in 2019, Jones corrected her that
Izzy Patoka, councilman for District 2, which
there were eight—the highest of any jurisdiction in the
includes Pikesville, Lochearn and Reisterstown,
state, according to state data.
wanted the bill to move forward. “We all were elected
to lead to make tough votes, not to follow and not
to table. We should have the strength and leadership
capacity to make these tough votes.”
Council members raised a plethora of reasons for
tabling Jones' police reform bill. Some suggested that
police reform should be a state law, and some did not
want any law at all and preferred a resolution, which
is advisory. Some thought the direction in which the
County Executive and Police Chief are moving was
sufficient enough to address police reform.
Council members also complained that lastminute amendments complicated the bill and left
them inadequate time to review it. Patoka reminded
members that the bill before the council was Jones'
bill and not other versions that had been circulating
and that had not been submitted to the council
secretary for official review.

What They Said About Police Reform
The lead-up to the legislative session is the
work session, where citizens can speak for or
against a bill. When the council takes a vote,
as it did on Aug. 3, only the council members
can speak. Below are excerpts from the July 28
work session of Bill 73-20 on police reform.
IN FAVOR OF THE BILL
Councilman Julian Jones, bill sponsor
“Whether you care about police reform or
not, you certainly you should care about the
citizens that end up being killed, you should
care about the finances of Baltimore County.
So when we get a judgment of $38 million
[referring to the court’s wrongful death ruling
for Korryn Gaines' family]. That is the cost of
an elementary school. That can go an awful
long way in terms of providing services to
citizens. When we look over the last five
years and we realize that we have had close
to 70 complaints on use of force, settled on
22 of them at the cost of $3.5 million and we
still have 50 complaints outstanding. [Police
brutality] cost the life of an aspiring young
man [Chris Brown] and cost the citizens $1.5
million. If we don’t want to do something,
we’re part of the problem.”
Del. Sheila Ruth, District 44B
"Policies can be changed easily. We want to
make sure these important reforms are codified
into law. Police lives are important. Citizens
lives are important too. We see too often where
citizens are dead that should not be dead. We
know that disproportionately they are black
and brown people."
AGAINST THE BILL
Scott Shellenberger, Baltimore County
State’s Attorney
“Having these blanked restrictions on officers
on what they can do and can’t do, we have
found out what happens when they hesitate for
a second,[referring to Amy Caprio].” He called
the bill "overly inclusive and unworkable."
“The police department does an excellent
job presenting us with an independent
investigation—one that we rely on and trust.”
David Rose, FOP president
"Everything police went through with COVID
and the protests, between July and August we
will have a higher number leaving the job and
some are leaving to go to other agencies."
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Maryland Food Bank to Expand Summer
Youth Meal Kit Distribution

A new partnership with Baltimore
County Public Library and the
Maryland Food Bank is providing
additional summer meals for youth
around the county.
Since July 20, the Maryland Food
Bank has set up sites outside of seven
library branches to offer meal kits to
youth 18 years of age and younger.
Kits will include four to six breakfasts
and lunches and will be distributed on
a first-come, first-served basis.
In the northwest area, youth
summer meals will be available at:
• Randallstown Branch, 8604
Liberty Road, Mondays and
Wednesdays, 3 p.m.

• Woodlawn Branch, 1811
Woodlawn Drive, Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 4 p.m.
County youth can also pick up
meals at the Arbutus, Essex, Hereford,
North Point and Lansdowne branches.
The youth meal program will
complement the county’s existing
food distribution efforts. Residents
with questions or who need
assistance with food access can
call 410-887-2594 or email food@
baltimorecountymd.gov.
Seniors or individuals contacting us
on behalf of a senior with food access
needs, can call 410-887-2594 or email
aginginfo@baltimorecountymd.gov.
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Free Breakfast and Lunch Available
for Students Ends Aug. 27
The Summer Meals program, offered each year by Baltimore County Public
Schools, will continue until Aug. 27 to allow for time for the BCPS to offer inservice training, prepare its kitchens, and receive additional supplies for the new
fall meals program, which will begin Tuesday, Sept. 8, with the school year.
For now, as part of the mobile meal distribution program, youth 18 years of
age and younger receive a breakfast and lunch on Monday through Wednesday.
On Thursdays, students receive two breakfasts and two lunches for Thursday and
Friday. Meals are not distributed on Fridays.
Meals will be distributed at 81 locations, including several in the northwest
area. While students are encouraged to be present when picking up meals,
accommodations will be made for students who are unable to be present.
The pickup sites include the following locations. In Windsor Mill, Dogwood
Elementary has been eliminated because of low usage and Arlington Baptist
Church has been added.
• Arlington Baptist Church, 3030 Rolling Rd., 21244, from 11 - 11:50 a.m. (new
location)
• Carriage Hill Apartments, 3456 Carriage Hill Circle, 11 a.m.–11:50 a.m.
• Chadwick Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Church Lane Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Deer Park Middle School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Featherbed Lane Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Garrison Forest Apartments, at the corner of Beaver Head and Tahoe Circle,
21117, 12:10 – 1 p.m.
• Glyndon Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Johnnycake Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Kings Point Shopping Center, 9922 Liberty Rd. in Randallstown, in front of
Kiddie Koach, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Melvin Park Apartments, 351 Suter Rd. in Catonsville, 11 – 11:50 a.m.
• Milbrook Elementary School, 11 – 11:50 a.m.
• New Town High School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Owings Mills Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Scotts Branch Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Sussex Elementary School, 12:10 – 1 p.m.
• Wellwood International School, 12:10 – 1 p.m.
• Westchester Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Westowne Elementary School, 11 – 11:50 a.m.
• Winfield Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Woodbridge Elementary, 12:10 – 1 p.m.
• Woodlawn Middle School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Woodmoor Elementary School, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Woodmoor Shopping Center, 7003 Liberty Rd., 21207, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
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Back to School—At Home
Classes will begin at home from dining
tables, bedroom desks and makeshift
classrooms, as the Baltimore County
Board of Education voted on July 21 to
continue virtual learning when the 202021 academic year begins for students on
Sept. 8.
Since Maryland Superintendent Karen
Salmon closed schools in March, the
county transitioned to a continuity of
learning plan that required students to
learn from computers remotely.
Faced with options of virtual, inperson and a combination of the two, the
school board accepted Superintendent
Darryl Williams’ recommendation
for a reopening plan that would keep
the system’s 115,000 kindergarten
through 12th grade students out of
school buildings and learning remotely
instead. The decision is in line with
other jurisdictions that opted for remote
learning over a hybrid or in-person plan.
Students will begin the school year
engaged in virtual instruction, which

PHOTO: JANET ANDERSON

BCPS students will begin the school year with virtual instruction

When student return to the classrooms, desks will have to spaced out to conform to
social distancing requirements.

will continue through the end of the
first semester on Jan. 29, 2021. The bell
schedule will continue, and students
will get live instruction from teachers
for between 2 and 3.5 hours a day, with
2.5 hours of the day for independent
work. Teachers will be on duty Monday
through Friday with Wednesday held as
a day for targeted student intervention
and asynchronous instruction.
Teachers will record attendance and
follow the traditional grading procedures
for student assignments and work.
If it is safe to do so, BCPS will
implement hybrid instruction for the
second half of the year.
With Baltimore County experiencing
the third highest rate of incidences in
the state, the plan says the decision to
begin the school year with 100% virtual
instruction was made based on the rising
COVID-19 infection rates as of July 16,
and on the medical models, which predict
a second increase in COVID-19 infections

Continued on page 18
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Publisher's Column: Police Reform

Continued on page 2

and the wants of their communities.
I was very disappointed that council
members tabled this important bill.
To use a football analogy, the council
decided not to try to get the ball further
down the field, but instead to punt. Tom
Quirk was the councilperson who put
the play in motion, declaring how he had
full confidence in the county executive,
police chief and state’s attorney.
Voting against tabling the bill were
Julian Jones and District 2 Councilman
Izzy Patoka. I can also appreciate that
Wade Kach, District 3 councilman who
represents the Towson area, shared what
parts of the bill he supports. He voted
against tabling the bill. Tabling means
“we don’t want to deal with the bill.” I
say: If you don’t agree, don't vote for
it. If you disagree, vote against it. But
take a position, adopt what you support.
Don't duck and stall. We need both local
and state action, and our representatives
need to get the ball rolling.
Police reform is being called for all
over the country. A New York Times
article that looks at the growing
adoption of police reform asked “What
Has Changed Since George Floyd?” It
notes that Congress can’t agree on a bill
but 31 of America’s largest cities have

enacted policies restricting officers’
use of chokeholds, and in all 62 of
the 100 largest cities now have such
policies in place, including New York
and Minneapolis. Why does Baltimore
County believe change is not needed?
Again, we cannot continue to march
and protest, and not demand real
change. We have to remember. We have
to be cognizant of the attitudes of some
of our elected officials. We have to
recognize whose side they are on. We
must recognize who has the courage
to do the right thing, and who is in self
preservation mode—whether it’s for
another term, a job in the administration
or for approval from certain pockets
of their base. We have to be prepared
to vote for people who have the same
vision and values as we do, and not let
faux support and empty words detract us
from progress and meaningful reform.
Among our most pressing priorities
are voting and police reform. (And
by the way, don’t let folks tell you
that just because you support police
reform that you’re against police
officers. Not true.) We all can benefit
from more accountability and a law to
better protect our communities. I look
forward to Round 2 next month.

Need Assistance? Call 311.

Strengthening the Safety Net
With a Benefits Call Center
A new initiative will connect low- to moderate-income Baltimore County
residents with critical federal, state and local benefits. Residents can call 311 to
be referred to trained counselors who will screen them for benefit programs to
help them make ends meet and improve their financial stability.
The CASH Campaign of Maryland, a nonprofit organization that promotes
economic advancement, is the county’s partner for the initiative, and is now
offering its benefits screening and support services to county residents.
Interested persons can call 311 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to request an
appointment to receive a confidential and customized screening for 20
programs that include: temporary cash and
disability assistance, SNAP (formerly food
stamps), Medicaid, Women, Infants and
Children (WIC), Maryland Utility Assistance,
NeedyMeds discount pharmacy program, child
care subsidy, renters and homeowners tax
credit, and child support payment incentives.
CASH also offers free financial coaching and
financial education classes remotely by phone.
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Crime in the Northwest: Shootings, Sexual Assault, Extortion
Below is a round-up of crime reports from the Baltimore County Police Department
Shooting on Cedar Drive Kills Man

On Aug. 4, homicide detectives were
searching for the fifth suspect wanted in
the November 2019 murder of a 24-yearold Catonsville man, when they spotted
him driving a vehicle.
After a pursuit that started on Dulaney
Valley Road in Towson and ended in
Baltimore City on foot, Baltimore County
police officers arrested Nasir Khalif
George, 20, of Owings Mills on a warrant.
He was charged with first-degree murder
in the shooting of Michael McCoy
in Pikesville. Four other suspects were
charged in December.

Suspect Charged in Randallstown
Shooting

Detectives arrested Taivon Walker of
Elkridge on July 31 and charged him
with attempted first-degree murder
and first-degree assault for a domesticrelated shooting in Randallstown. Walker,
24, has since been released on his own
recognizance after a bail hearing review.

On July 13, officers were called to the
8500 block of Glen Michael Lane for a
fight that escalated into a shooting. The
preliminary investigation determined that
the victim argued with his wife, from
whom he is separated, her family and
her boyfriend. The argument resulted in
the boyfriend shooting the victim. The
boyfriend had fled the scene, and was
later caught.

Man Arrested for Shooting in
Gwynn Oak

On July 23 just before 6 p.m., a man
drove to the Woodlawn Police Precinct
and told police he was shot. He was taken
to a local hospital.
The preliminary investigation revealed
that the victim was driving up to the Bank
of America drive-thru in the 6400 block
of Security Boulevard, when the suspect
cut him off. After a dispute, the suspect
shot the victim and fled the scene.
Robert Graf Jr., 37, of Calvert County
was arrested on July 31 and charged

Overwhelmed by
deadlines, budgets,
or paperwork?
Let LaFew & Associates
handle it all for you!
Why keep doing everything on your
own when you can have the reliable
business support services you need
delivered right now? With LaFew &
Associates, it’s easier than ever to
access quality expertise in project
management, event management,
back office support, and beyond.
Our services offer a more costeffective alternative to hiring inhouse. No overhead expenses and no
charges for downtime will make the
most of your valuable time
and money.

CONTACT US TODAY TO SEE
HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Info@LaFewAssociates.com
www.LaFewAssociates.com

OUR SERVICES

• Project Management
• Process Improvement
• Event Management
and On-Site Support
• Bookkeeping Services
• Document Preparation
• Web Research
• Appointment
Scheduling
• Data Gathering,
Assessment, and
Analysis

with first and second-degree assault, and
various weapon related charges. He has
since been released from the Baltimore
County Detention Center on his
own recognizance.

67-Year-Old Man Arrested for
Sexual Assault of Teen in Lochearn

Baltimore County Police have arrested
Gregory Hightower, 67, of Baltimore
City for sexually assaulting a teenager in
Lochearn on June 27.
The investigation determined the
victim got off the MTA bus in the 1900
block of Woodlawn Drive at around 11:30
p.m. Hightower also exited the bus and
followed the victim, offering to walk her
through the wooded area, which was a
shortcut to her destination.
Hightower pulled a gun and then
forced the teen to the ground and
sexually assaulted her.
Investigators received multiple tips
from the public that led investigators to
identifying Hightower. He is charged with
first-degree rape and first-degree assault.
He was held without bail pending a bail
hearing review.

Police Arrest Suspect Responsible
for 2019 Homicide in Reisterstown

Michael Guy Fisher, 24, of Baltimore City,
was arrested for the murder of a 28-yearold Windsor Mill man on
Dec. 29, 2019.
The investigation determined that
Fisher and the victim, Jerry Josiah Eley,
were involved in a narcotics transaction
that resulted in him fatally shooting Eley.
The victim was found lying on the ground
in the 12000 block of Tarragon Road
in Reisterstown.
Fisher is charged with first-degree
murder and was being held without bail.

Child Injured in Possible Shooting
in Windsor Mill

Detectives have identified the suspect
in the July 12 assault on a 22-month-old
girl in Windsor Mill. Dayquis Korleone
Moore, 21, of Baltimore, has been charged
with attempted first-degree murder, firstdegree assault and various other charges.
The incident appears to have stemmed
from a domestic incident at a home in
the 3500 block of Derby Shire Circle
between the child’s mother and exboyfriend during which he assaulted the

woman. Another resident of the home
attempted to intervene and Moore
produced a handgun.
During the struggle, the gun discharged
and grazed the child. Moore fled and was
later caught. The child was taken to an
area hospital.

Baltimore City Officer Arrested for
Extortion and Kidnapping

James A. Lloyd, a Baltimore City Police
Department sergeant, has been formally
charged with extortion and kidnapping.
Lloyd, 45, a resident of Lochearn, was
arrested on July 10 after detectives
received information about a dispute
involving a home improvement job.
Lloyd hired a man to complete a project
at his home and was unsatisfied with
the man’s work. He demanded a refund,
identified himself as a police officer and
made victim get into his car with him
and go to a bank to get a certified check.
The victim told detectives he complied
with Floyd because he was afraid he’d be
arrested.
Baltimore City Police Internal Affairs
is also conducting an administrative
investigation into the matter.

11-Year-Old Injured in Windsor Mill

Police responded to the unit block of
Flaxton Court in Windsor Mill on July
3 for a call of a child suffering from a
possible gunshot wound. The victim,
an 11-year-old girl reported to family
members that she was struck in the head
by a projectile. Her mother called 911, and
the girl was taken to the hospital.
The investigation is continuing. Anyone
with information can call 410-307-2020.

With some serious offenses,
Metro Crime Stoppers
offers a reward to eligible
persons. Called may
remain anonymous and
tips can be sent by phone:
1-866-7LOCKUP, online at
metrocrimestoppers.org or
via the Mobile app: P3TIPS
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Lochearn
Presbyterian
Church
Sunday Service
11:00 a.m.

John Brewington, Pastor

Bible Study Tuesday at 7p or Wednesday at 11a
Office Hours Staff: Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
By appointment, office: 410.944.4478 or fax:
410.594.1926
3800 Patterson Ave | Baltimore, MD 21207

www.lochearnchurch.com

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 10AM TO 12:00PM

Rev. Tanya Wade, Pastor
2604 Banister Road
Baltimore, MD, 21215
410-466-4000 (o), 410-466-4001 (f)
www.gracepresbymd.weebly.com
"One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek that I may dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. —Psalm 27:4

New Horizon Baptist Church
“WITH GOD, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE”

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday School – 9:45a
Morning Devotion – 10:45a

Church at Worship – 11:00a
Bible Study – 7:00pm Wed.

2200 Saint Lukes Lane, Baltimore, MD 21207
Rev. Steve C. Webster,
Pastor

410-298-5161
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Welcome Our New
Neighbors

Welcome our new neighbor is a list of some
residential sales in the coverage area of The
Northwest Voice Newspaper from the previous
month. This will be a feature every monthly issue.
This list is from the MRIS and is provided courtesy
of Tammy Rollins, Broker of Rollins & Associates
Real Estate, 201 Milford Mill Road, Pikesville. The
list includes address, style, bedrooms, bath, list
price and closing price.

School Year to Begin Virtually
Continued from page 13

after the start of the 2020-2021 school year.
Transportation and staff would also present challenges. On a typical
day, the county transports 80,000 children to and from school daily and
there have been complaints about overcrowding and children not being
picked up on time, COVID-19 would exacerbate those issues. Social
distancing guidelines would reduce capacity to between nine and
22 passengers.
How to prepare and serve meals in cafeterias was another issue.
Mobile meal sites will be available for all students to pick up wrapped
and bagged meals, as they were this past spring.
BCPS will continue to provide technology and IT resources, the plan
states. Chromebook distribution for students in kindergarten through
Grade 12 will continue until a one-to-one student-to-device ratio is
achieved. BCPS will continue to provide mobile hot spots for students
without home Internet connections, including students who are
experiencing homelessness. Additionally, BCPS will purchase Bluetooth
headsets and web cameras for teachers in order to improve their ability
to deliver instruction virtually.
What about football? The Maryland Secondary Schools Athletic
Association decided to postpone the 2020 high school fall and winter
competition season during the first semester. So there will be no
football, volleyball, track and field and other sports competitions. BCPS
will allow virtual sports conditioning and coaching during the first
semester.
BPCS plans to survey parents in December to determine their
thoughts on whether to continue virtual learning or opt for a hybrid of
in-person classes and online learning from February to June, if safe to
do so.
Under the Maryland State Department of Education blueprint, local
systems have until Aug. 14 to develop and submit education recovery
plans for review by the state board.
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