
GOD…Where Are You! 

SUFFERING: 
SURVIVING vs THRIVING 

2 Corinthians 1:6-7 (MSG) 
 
6-7 When we suffer for Jesus, it works out for your healing and 
salvation. If we are treated well, given a helping hand and 
encouraging word, that also works to your benefit, spurring you on, 
face forward, unflinching. Your hard times are also our hard times. 
When we see that you’re just as willing to endure the hard times as 
to enjoy the good times, we know you’re going to make it, no doubt 
about it.  2 Corinthians 1 

 
1. H___________ is a _________ you make. 
 

“There is a choice you have to make 

In everything you do. 
So keep in mind, that in the end, 
the choice you make, makes you.”  
 
Habits are a choice  Giving is a choice 

Reactions are a choice  Ideas are a choice 

Connections are a choice  Reputation is a choice 

Forgiveness is a choice  Words are a choice 

Leading is a choice  Obedience is a choice 
Love is a choice   Commitment is a choice 

 
“You have three choices in life: Give up, give in, or give it all 
you’ve got.”  Marc Hack 
 
15 But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom 
you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served 
beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you now live? But as for me and my family, we will 
serve the LORD.”  Joshua 24 (NLT) 

 

You can make a choice to _____________. 

2. Acquaint ______________ with the __________ of pain. 
 
2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your 
way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that 
when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 
4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you 
will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. James 1 (NLT)  

 
“I ask not for a lighter burden, but for broader shoulders.” 
– Jewish Proverb 

 
You need to see the ______   ___________.  

 

3. N_______________ through the _____________ of pain 
 

2 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and 
temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God 
has promised to those who love him.  James 1 (NLT) 

 
You need persistent _______________. 

 
“What lies behind you and what lies in front of you, pales in 
comparison to what lies inside of you.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
4. Declare ___________ for today as well as ___________. 

 
9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be 
afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go.”  Joshua 1 (NLT) 
 

Encamped along the hills of light, 
Ye Christian soldiers, rise, 
And press the battle ere the night 
Shall veil the glowing skies. 
Against the foe in vales below 
Let all our strength be hurled; 
Faith is the victory, we know, 
That overcomes the world.   — John H. Yates 
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