
GOD…Where Are You? 
 

HOW TO FIND THE PROMISE LAND 
2 Corinthians 1:8-11 (MSG) 

 
8-11 We don’t want you in the dark, friends, about how hard it was 
when all this came down on us in Asia province. It was so bad we 
didn’t think we were going to make it. We felt like we’d been sent to 
death row, that it was all over for us. As it turned out, it was the best 
thing that could have happened. Instead of trusting in our own 
strength or wits to get out of it, we were forced to trust God totally—
not a bad idea since he’s the God who raises the dead! And he did 
it, rescued us from certain doom. And he’ll do it again, rescuing us 
as many times as we need rescuing. You and your prayers are part 
of the rescue operation—I don’t want you in the dark about that 
either. I can see your faces even now, lifted in praise for God’s 
deliverance of us, a rescue in which your prayers played such a 
crucial part.  — 2 Corinthians 1 

 
1. Have an ________________ that pain is ____________. 
 

22So what do people get in this life for all their hard work and 
anxiety? 23Their days of labor are filled with pain and grief; even 
at night their minds cannot rest. It is all meaningless.  
Ecclesiastes 2 (NLT)  

 

If you are feeling pain, it means you are alive. 

You are not _______ on your journey 

— find a ______ to travel with. 

 

2. Ask ________ to reveal Himself in this ____________. 
 

29I am suffering and in pain. 
Rescue me, O God, by your saving power. Psalm 69 (NLT) 
 

‘ 

“Suffering is unbearable if you aren’t certain  
that God is for you and with you.”  Tim Keller  

 

13No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the 
course of what others have had to face. All you need to 
remember is that God will never let you down; he’ll never let you 
be pushed past your limit; he’ll always be there to help you come 
through it.  1 Corinthians 10 (MSG) 

 
16 Turn to me and have mercy, 
    for I am alone and in deep distress. 
17 My problems go from bad to worse. 
    Oh, save me from them all! 
18 Feel my pain and see my trouble. 
    Forgive all my sins. 
21 May integrity and honesty protect me, 
    for I put my hope in you.  Psalm 25 (NLT) 
 

3. ______________ to experience the _______________ 
power in your life.  

 
“You don’t really know Jesus is all you need  

until Jesus is all you have.”  Tim Keller 
 

10-11I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could know Christ 
personally, experience his resurrection power, be a partner in 
his suffering, and go all the way with him to death itself. If there 
was any way to get in on the resurrection from the dead, I 
wanted to do it.  Philippians 3 (MSG) 

 
 
4. Decide to make __________ a key part of your journey. 

 
6-7Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and 
praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your 
concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, 
everything coming together for good, will come and settle you 
down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry 
at the center of your life.  Philippians 4 (MSG) 


