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The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 18, 2022

Welcome 
We are glad you are here, and we invite you to enter fully into worship this morning. 
When you enter our church with its crenelated tower, projecting gargoyles, stout 
buttresses, and warmly recognized big red doors, we hope you will see what St. John’s 
is all about: worship, community, and service. As we strive to live out the two great 
commandments of our Lord, to love the Lord our God and our neighbor, we hope you 
will find St. John’s to become more and more your spiritual home where so many others 
have already found a home. Help us to make this a place where God’s grace is freely 
shared by all. 

Welcome and Offering
All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving to God for 
the many blessings we have received. To take advantage of our electronic 
giving options, please follow the QR code with your capable electronic 
device, or visit simplechurchgiving.net/app/giving/st158149

The Season after Pentecost
The Sundays after Pentecost are often referred to as “Green Sundays” because of the 
continuous use of green hangings and vestments. They are also called “Ordinary 
Sundays” because they are numbered in ordinal fashion. The focus of this season is on 
developing a deeper understanding of Christian discipleship. In this Lectionary Year, 
the Gospel readings are from Luke; the Epistle readings are from Galatians, Colossians, 
Hebrews, Philemon, 1 and 2 Timothy, and 2 Thessalonians. Throughout the summer we 
are reminded of the beauty and wonder of God’s creation, and the joy of being together 
with family and friends at home or on vacation. 

Mission Statement
The Mission Statement of St. John’s Church in Somerville is “To Know Christ and To 
Make Him Known.”________________________________________________________________________
Staff: The Reverend Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Rector; The Reverend W. Keith McCoy, Deacon; 
Mark A. Trautman, Organist-Choirmaster and Administrator.
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holy euChariSt at 8 o’clock
The Word of God
 Acclamation, Collect for Purity BCP, page 355
 Kyrie BCP, page 356
 Collect of the Day Proper 20, see below
 First Reading  Jeremiah 8:18—9:1; see below
 Psalm 79 BCP, page 701
 Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7; see page 3
 Gospel Reading Luke 16:1-13; see page 5
 Sermon  The Rector
 Nicene Creed  BCP, page 358
 Prayers of the People

The response is Lord, have mercy. The prayer concludes: “...and all our life to 
Christ our God.” Respond, To you, O Lord our God.

 Confession of Sin BCP, page 360
 The Peace BCP, page 360
The holy Communion
 Hymn 711  Hymnal 1982 seek ye firsT
 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer B BCP, page 367
 Lord’s Prayer, Breaking of the Bread  BCP, page 364
 Postcommunion Prayer BCP, page 365
 Blessing, Dismissal

a

holy euChariSt at 10:15 o’clock

Prelude Where’er You Walk George Frideric Handel
Entrance Hymn 571  Hymnal 1982 CharlesToWn

The Word of God
 Acclamation and Collect for Purity BCP, page 355
 Kyrie   LEVAS II Hymnal, 237
 Collect of the Day Proper 20, BCP, page 234

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are 
passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The lessons
 First Reading  Jeremiah 8:18—9:1
 My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my 

poor people from far and wide in the land: “Is the lord not in Zion? Is 
her King not in her?” (“Why have they provoked me to anger with their 
images, with their foreign idols?”) “The harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved.” For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, 
I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. Is there no balm in Gilead? 
Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people 
not been restored? O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a 
fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night for the slain of my 
poor people! 

Hymn    please remain seated souThWell
  Text: based on Psalm 79, from The New Metrical Version, 1909, alt.
  Tune: Daman’s Psalmes, 1579

 Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7
 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
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who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and 
humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for 
all—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald 
and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and truth. 

 Hymn  prayer of sT. franCis
Text: anon., 1912; adapt. Sebastian Temple, 1967

 Tune: Sebastian Temple, 1963; arr. Robert Batastini
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 Gospel Reading Luke 16:1-13
 Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, 

and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his 
property. So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear 
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you 
cannot be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, 
‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from 
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have 
decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people 
may welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors 
one by one, he asked the fi rst, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He 
answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 
sit down quickly, and make it fi fty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how 
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said 
to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master commended 
the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children 
of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than 
are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome 
you into the eternal homes. Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful 
also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in 
much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who 
will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with 
what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave 
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth.”

 Sermon  The Rector
 Nicene Creed  BCP, page 358
 Prayers of the People

The response is Lord, have mercy. The prayer concludes: “...and all our life to 
Christ our God.” Respond, To you, O Lord our God.
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 Confession of Sin, Absolution BCP, page 360
 The Peace BCP, page 360

 The Dedication and Blessing of Fair Linen
Given in loving Memory of Edward T. Gimbut, 1939–2019 
by his wife Linda and their family 

Celebrant Through the ages, Almighty God has moved His people to build 
houses of prayer and praise, and to set apart places for ministry 
of His Holy Word and Sacraments. With gratitude for this holy 
place and its adornment, we are now gathered to dedicate this 
Fair Linen in memory of Edward T. Gimbut, in thanksgiving for 
lives touched and for those yet to come in the future. Blessed 
be your Name, O Lord, for it pleases you to put into the heart 
of your faithful and generous servant, Linda Gimbut and her 
family, to offer this gift for worship.

Antiphon This is the offering which you shall receive from the people 
gold, silver, and bronze, blue and purple and scarlet cloth, and 
finely woven linen.

Celebrant O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness:
People You are clothed with majesty and splendor
Celebrant Let us pray. O Glorious God, all your works proclaim your 

perfect beauty: Accept our offering of this fair linen, and grant 
that it may adorn this sanctuary and show forth your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People Amen.
Welcome and Announcements
The holy Communion

Offertory Ralph Vaughan Williams

O how amiable are thy dwellings thou Lord of hosts!
My soul hath a desire and longing 
 to enter into the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house,
 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young:
 even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
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Blessed are they that dwell in thy house,
 they will be alway praising thee.
The glorious Majesty of the Lord our God be upon us,
 prosper thou the work of our hands upon us.

O prosper thou our handywork.
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home.

 —Psalm 84:1-4, Psalm 90:17, Isaac Watts

 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer B BCP, page 367 
Sanctus Hymnal 1982, S 130

 Lord’s Prayer  BCP, page 364
 Breaking of the Bread Hymnal 1982, S 154

Hymn 203   LEVAS II Hymnal balm in Gilead
 Postcommunion Prayer BCP, page 365

Hymn 535   LEVAS II Hymnal paderborn
 Blessing, Dismissal
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GifTs aT The alTar: The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Edward Gimbut by Linda Gimbut.

The sanctuary candle is given in memory of 
the Rev. James H. Black, second Rector of St. John’s Church.

The elements are given in loving memory of Greg Gibson by Valerie Gibson.

Thanks to Zoë Latanision, cantor at the 10:15 service. 

a

liTurGiCal noTes

Fair Linen

Fair linen is a long white cloth that covers the top of the altar. It typically hangs down 
some distance over the ends of the altar. The Book of Common Prayer directs that at 
the Eucharist the altar “is spread with a clean white cloth during the celebration” (page 
406). Historically, in the early church, a small table was brought out and put in place for 
the liturgy of the table. A white cloth was spread on the table at this time. As late as the 
eighth century, a white cloth was spread upon the holy table during the Eucharist by 
deacons after the liturgy of the word.  It is appropriate for the altar cloth to be spread on 
the altar before the service or at the offertory. It may be embroidered with five crosses, 
one on each corner and one in the center. References to the fair linen date from the 1552 
Book of Common Prayer.  

—An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, A User Friendly Reference for Episcopalians.
     Don S. Armentrout and Robert Boak Slocum, editors.  

Today’s Intercessions

For the last few years, a small group of people (including myself) have been working 
on a proposal to add the deaconesses of The Episcopal Church to the church calendar. 
About 550 women were ordered to this ministry between 1857 and 1970, after which 
date they could be ordained deacons, and later priests and bishops.
 The recent General Convention approved this proposal, and set September 22 as 
the feast day, with readings and a collect. While not official until 2023, we are among the 
first to mark the ministry of these faithful women.
 By coincidence, the last deaconess, Sister Priscilla Wright, died last Sunday at the 
age of 87 at the Community of the Transfiguration, outside Cincinnati.

—Deacon McCoy

COPYRIGHTS: “Kyrie” from Mass No. 1 in G by Avon Gillespie is ©1987; “Sanctus” from Deutche Messe by Schubert, 
arr. Richard T. Proulx is ©1985; “Christ our Passover” by David Hurd is ©1981—all by GIA Publications, Inc.; “Prayer of St. 
Francis” by Sebastian Temple is ©1967 OC; “All who love and serve your city” by Erik Routley is ©1969 Stainer & Bell Ltd. 

(admin. Hope Publishing Company) All other music is in Public Domain. 
Permission to stream and perform covered by OneLicense.net, A-729126. 


