
St John’S ChurCh in Somerville 
A PARISH OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY
158 West High Street, Somerville, NJ 08876 
908.722.1250   •  stjohnsomerville.org_____________________________________________________

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 4, 2022

Welcome 
We are glad you are here, and we invite you to enter fully into worship this morning. 
When you enter our church with its crenelated tower, projecting gargoyles, stout 
buttresses, and warmly recognized big red doors, we hope you will see what St. John’s 
is all about: worship, community, and service. As we strive to live out the two great 
commandments of our Lord, to love the Lord our God and our neighbor, we hope you 
will find St. John’s to become more and more your spiritual home where so many others 
have already found a home. Help us to make this a place where God’s grace is freely 
shared by all. 

Welcome and Offering
All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving to God for 
the many blessings we have received. To take advantage of our electronic 
giving options, please follow the QR code with your capable electronic 
device, or visit simplechurchgiving.net/app/giving/st158149

The Season after Pentecost
The Sundays after Pentecost are often referred to as “Green Sundays” because of the 
continuous use of green hangings and vestments. They are also called “Ordinary 
Sundays” because they are numbered in ordinal fashion. The focus of this season is on 
developing a deeper understanding of Christian discipleship. In this Lectionary Year, 
the Gospel readings are from Luke; the Epistle readings are from Galatians, Colossians, 
Hebrews, Philemon, 1 and 2 Timothy, and 2 Thessalonians. Throughout the summer we 
are reminded of the beauty and wonder of God’s creation, and the joy of being together 
with family and friends at home or on vacation. 

Mission Statement
The Mission Statement of St. John’s Church in Somerville is “To Know Christ and To 
Make Him Known.”________________________________________________________________________
parish staff: The Reverend Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Rector; The Reverend W. Keith McCoy, 
Deacon; Mark A. Trautman, Organist-Choirmaster and Administrator.
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holy euChariSt at 8 o’clock
The Word of God
 Acclamation, Collect for Purity, Kyrie BCP, page 355
 Collect of the Day Proper 18, see below
 First Reading  Jeremiah 18-11; see below
 Psalm 139:1-5, 13-17 BCP, page 794
 Second Reading Philemon 1-21; see page 4
 Gospel Reading Luke 14:25-33; see page 5
 Sermon  Neva Rae Fox
 Nicene Creed  BCP, page 358
 Prayers of the People: Form V BCP, page 389
 Confession of Sin, Absolution, the Peace BCP, page 360

The holy Communion
 Hymn 87  LEVAS Hymnal more love To Thee
 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A BCP, page 361
 Lord’s Prayer, Breaking of the Bread  BCP, page 364
 Postcommunion Prayer, Blessing, Dismissal BCP, page 365

a

holy euChariSt at 10:15 o’clock

Voluntary Prelude on ‘Rockingham’ C.H.H. Parry
Entrance Hymn 145  LEVAS II Hymnal adelaide

The Word of God
 Acclamation and Collect for Purity BCP, page 355
 Kyrie   Hymnal 1982, S 95
 Collect of the Day Proper 18, BCP, page 233

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the 
proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make 
their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The lessons
 First Reading  Jeremiah 18:1-11
 The word that came to Jeremiah from the lord: “Come, go down to the potter’s 

house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s 
house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of 
clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, 
as seemed good to him. Then the word of the lord came to me: Can I not do 
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with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the lord. Just 
like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At 
one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck 
up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have 
spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I 
intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare concerning a 
nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, 
not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I 
had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil 
against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your 
evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.  

Hymn    please remain seated o God, you searCh me
  Bernadette Farrell, 1992; based on Psalm 139
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 Second Reading Philemon 1-21
Reader Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear 

friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, 
and to the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank 
my God because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the 
Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become eff ective when 
you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received 
much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints 
have been refreshed through you, my brother. For this reason, though I am bold 
enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to 
you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose 
father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to 
you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that 
is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might 
be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but 
I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed 
might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he 
was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 
no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me 
but how much more to you, both in the fl esh and in the Lord. So if you consider 
me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged 
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing 
me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefi t from you in the 
Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confi dent of your obedience, I am writing to 
you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.

 Hymn  BeeCher
Text,: Jane Parker Huber, 1981; Tune: John Zundel, 1870
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 Gospel Reading Luke 14:25-33
Large crowds were traveling with [Jesus]; and he turned and said to them, 
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever 
does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of 
you, intending to build a tower, does not fi rst sit down and estimate the cost, 
to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to fi nish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 
saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to fi nish.’ Or what king, 
going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down fi rst and consider 
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whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him 
with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he 
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you 
can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

 Sermon  Neva Rae Fox
 Nicene Creed  BCP, page 358
 Prayers of the People: Form V BCP, page 389
 Confession of Sin, Absolution BCP, page 360
 The Peace BCP, page 360

Welcome and Announcements
The holy Communion

Offertory Felix Mendelssohn
But the Lord is mindful of His own, 

He remembers His children. 
Bow down before Him, ye mighty, 

for the Lord is near us. 
 —Psalm 115:12, 2 Timothy 2:19; Philippians 4:5

 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A BCP, page 361
 Sanctus Hymnal 1982, S 125
 Lord’s Prayer  BCP, page 364
 Breaking of the Bread Hymnal 1982, S 154

Hymn 474   Hymnal 1982 roCkinGham
 Postcommunion Prayer BCP, page 365

Hymn 194   LEVAS II Hymnal lead me, Guide me
 Blessing, Dismissal
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MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR

WELCOMING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
Holy Eucharist at 8 and 10:15

Parish Choir Sings
Church School Registration

Ministries Fair

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
All-Parish barbecue beginning at 12 noon

with Dan’s Backyard BBQ
Invite your friends!



8

sT John’s ChurCh in somerville 
A PARISH OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY

158 West High Street, Somerville, NJ 08876 
908.722.1250   •   stjohnsomerville.org

a

GifTs aT The alTar: The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God 
and in honor of Nancy Zappia by her daughter Dana Keefer.
The sanctuary candle and elements are given in memory of 
the Rev. James H. Black, second Rector of St. John’s Church.

Thanks to Giulia Utz, cantor at the 10:15 service. 

COPYRIGHTS: “Kyrie” and “Sanctus” Richard T. Proulx is ©1971, 1977, GIA Publications, Inc.; “Christ our Passover” by David Hurd is 
©1981 GIA Publications, Inc.; “O God, you search me” Text and music © 1992, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP; “Called as partners” 

Text: © 1981 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox Press);“Lead me, guide me” Tune: Harm. by Richard Smallwood; 
© 1953, Doris M. Akers. All rights administered by Unichappell Music, Inc. Text: © 1953, Chappell & Co., represented by Hal Leonard Corporation

All other music is in Public Domain. Permission to stream and perform covered by OneLicense.net, A-729126.


