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The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 28, 2022

Welcome 
We are glad you are here, and we invite you to enter fully into worship this morning. 
When you enter our church with its crenelated tower, projecting gargoyles, stout 
buttresses, and warmly recognized big red doors, we hope you will see what St. John’s 
is all about: worship, community, and service. As we strive to live out the two great 
commandments of our Lord, to love the Lord our God and our neighbor, we hope you 
will find St. John’s to become more and more your spiritual home where so many others 
have already found a home. Help us to make this a place where God’s grace is freely 
shared by all. 

Welcome and Offering
All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving to God for 
the many blessings we have received. To take advantage of our electronic 
giving options, please follow the QR code with your capable electronic 
device, or visit simplechurchgiving.net/app/giving/st158149

The Season after Pentecost
The Sundays after Pentecost are often referred to as “Green Sundays” because of the 
continuous use of green hangings and vestments. They are also called “Ordinary 
Sundays” because they are numbered in ordinal fashion. The focus of this season is on 
developing a deeper understanding of Christian discipleship. In this Lectionary Year, 
the Gospel readings are from Luke; the Epistle readings are from Galatians, Colossians, 
Hebrews, Philemon, 1 and 2 Timothy, and 2 Thessalonians. Throughout the summer we 
are reminded of the beauty and wonder of God’s creation, and the joy of being together 
with family and friends at home or on vacation. 

Mission Statement
The Mission Statement of St. John’s Church in Somerville is “To Know Christ and To 
Make Him Known.”________________________________________________________________________
parish staff: The Reverend Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Rector; The Reverend W. Keith McCoy, 
Deacon; Mark A. Trautman, Organist-Choirmaster and Administrator.
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holy euChariSt at 8 o’clock
The Word of God
 Acclamation, Collect for Purity, Kyrie BCP, page 355
 Collect of the Day Proper 17, see below
 First Reading  Jeremiah 2:4-13; see below
 Psalm 81:1, 10-16 BCP, page 704
 Second Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; see page 3
 Gospel Reading Luke 14:1, 7-14; see page 4
 Sermon  The Rector
 Nicene Creed  BCP, page 358
 Prayers of the People: Form VI BCP, page 392
 Confession of Sin, Absolution, the Peace BCP, page 360

The holy Communion
 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A BCP, page 361
 Lord’s Prayer, Breaking of the Bread  BCP, page 364
 Postcommunion Prayer, Blessing, Dismissal BCP, page 365

a

holy euChariSt at 10:15 o’clock

Voluntary  John Plesniarski, guest orgranist
Entrance Hymn 537  Hymnal 1982 mosCoW

The Word of God
 Acclamation and Collect for Purity BCP, page 355
 Kyrie   Hymnal 1982, S 95
 Collect of the Day Proper 17, BCP, page 233

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: 
Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; 
nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good 
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

The lessons
 First Reading  Jeremiah 2:4-13
 Hear the word of the lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the 

house of Israel. Thus says the lord: What wrong did your ancestors find 
in me that they went far from me, and went after worthless things, and 
became worthless themselves? They did not say, “Where is the lord who 
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brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in 
a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep darkness, in a 
land that no one passes through, where no one lives?” I brought you into 
a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But when you entered 
you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. The priests 
did not say, “Where is the lord?” Those who handle the law did not 
know me; the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied 
by Baal, and went after things that do not profit. Therefore once more I 
accuse you, says the lord, and I accuse your children’s children. Cross 
to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; 
see if there has ever been such a thing. Has a nation changed its gods, 
even though they are no gods? But my people have changed their 
glory for something that does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at 
this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the lord, for my people have 
committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, 
and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no 
water. 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16     Exultate Deo Tone I

 Second Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Reader Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were 
in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you 
yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and 
let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators 
and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be 
content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or 
forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I 
will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, 
those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
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today and forever... Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice 
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not 
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.

 Hymn 74   LEVAS II Hymnal Chereponi

 Gospel Reading Luke 14:1, 1-14
 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of 

the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him 
closely….When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he 
told them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But 
when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when 
your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then 
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 
For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one who had invited 
him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends 
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may 
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you 
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the righteous.”

 Sermon  The Rector
 Nicene Creed  BCP, page 358
 Prayers of the People: Form VI BCP, page 392
 Confession of Sin, Absolution BCP, page 360
 The Peace BCP, page 360

Welcome and Announcements
The holy Communion

Offertory arr. Aaron Copland
’Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free,

’tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 
and when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
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’twill be in the valley of love and delight.
When true simplicity is gained

to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed, 
to turn, turn, will be our delight 

till by turning, turning we come round right.
 —Shaker text

 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A BCP, page 361
Sanctus Hymnal 1982, S 125

 Lord’s Prayer  BCP, page 364
 Breaking of the Bread Hymnal 1982, S 154

Hymn  holy manna
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1991; tune: Southern Harmony, 1835

 stanza three, next page
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3  All who hunger sing together;
   Jesus Christ is living Bread.
  Come from loneliness and longing.
   Here, in peace, we have been led.
  Blest are those who from this table
   Live their days in gratitude.
  Taste and see the grace eternal.
   Taste and see that God is good.

 Postcommunion Prayer BCP, page 365
Hymn 482   Hymnal 1982 slane

 Blessing, Dismissal
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MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR

WELCOMING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
Holy Eucharist at 8 and 10:15

Parish Choir Sings
Church School Registration

Ministries Fair

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
All-Parish barbecue beginning at 12 noon

with Dan’s Backyard BBQ
Invite your friends!
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GifTs aT The alTar: The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by 
Nesi Calderon in honor of her parents Carlos W. Calderon and Behury Calderon.

The sanctuary candle and elements are given in memory of 
the Rev. John Rowland, first and fifth Rector of St. John’s Church.

Thanks to John Plesniarski and Leo Campos, musicians at today’s 10:15 service.

COPYRIGHTS: “Kyrie” by Richard T. Proulx is ©1971, 1977, by GIA Publications, Inc.; “Sanctus”  Richard T. Proulx is ©1971, 1977, GIA 
Publications, Inc.; “Christ our Passover” by David Hurd is ©1981 GIA Publications, Inc.; “Jesu, fill us with your love” is © 1969 Hope Publishing 

Company.; “All who hunger” by Sylvia Dunstan is © 1991 by GIA Publications; “Simple Gifts’ arr. Aaron Copland © 1941, Boosey and Hawkes, Ltd.; 
“Lord of all hopefulness’’by Jan Struther, 1901-1953; fro Enlarged Songs of Praise, 1931. Reproduced by permission of Oxford University Press. All 

rights reserved. Music: Trad. Irish melody; adapt. fr. The Church Hymnary, 1927. 
All other music is in Public Domain. Permission to stream and perform covered by OneLicense.net, A-729126.


