
Septic system additives are marketed as part of septic system maintenance, but before using these
types of products it is important to understand how your system works to best determine if the
product is truly needed.

Your septic tank is designed to keep solids, greases, and oils from entering your drain field and causing
clogs. Inside the tank is an environment of bacteria that works to break down solids into gasses and
liquids, and other materials inside the tank that cannot be broken down (like sand, gravel, bits of
plastic) settle to the bottom of the tank, creating a layer of sludge, and are removed through regular
pumping. It is very important to understand that using septic system additives is not a replacement
for having your septic tank pumped. When used improperly, additives can stress or damage your
septic system, leading to more costly repairs down the road.

There are three types of septic tank additives: inorganic compounds, organic solvents, and biological
additives.

Inorganic compound additives are generally strong chemicals marketed to open clogged drains.
These types of products can corrode septic system components, especially concrete tanks and
distribution boxes. These compounds also can kill the biological environment inside your septic tank,
essentially sterilizing it for days and allowing raw sewage to flow directly into your drain field. This not
only poses risk for clogging pipes and soil pores, thus degrading the ability of the soil to absorb and
treat wastewater.

Organic solvent septic additives contain concentrated chemicals often used for degreasing machine
parts, marketed for their ability to break down grease and oils. These solvents also kill bacteria and
other beneficial microbes in your septic tank and may also contaminate groundwater. These types of
products are banned in some states.

Biological additives introduce bacteria and other enzymes into your system to ‘enhance’ the existing
biota or to colonize new systems. Septic systems do require bacteria to work, it is not necessary for
bacteria to be added to the system.

If you are considering introducing an additive to your septic system, it is best to first consult with a
septic professional to discuss why you think the additive is needed. Whatever the concern is, regular
maintenance could be the best solution!

If you suspect there is a problem with your septic system, contact a septic professional. To learn more
about our Septic Remediation Program visit h2ozarks.org/septic/arseptic. You can also contact the
Program Manager directly, or complete the form at
form.jotform.com/OzarksWaterWatch/programinquiry and we will contact you.


