
March 16, 2020 meeting cancelled due to Corona Virus guidelines 
for public health 

Pertinent Notes and Information for 
Posted Agenda 
 

Hello all,  

I hope you are well, and “enjoying” sheltering in place.  Life has 
certainly changed quickly in the last 2 weeks! I continue to stay as 
isolated as possible, given my tender asthmatic lungs.  
Unfortunately, I got bombed with hairspray (yep, on the plane!) 
and bleach 2 weeks ago on my way home from North Carolina.  So 
I am available by phone, email, text, or Facetime…just not face to 
face for a bit longer.  

I am mailing out these packets so no one feels stressed trying to 
open, read, or print.  Obviously this will be a rather unusual start 
to mosquito abatement season! 

 

Agenda Notes and Other Information 

-Previous Minutes: 

 As predicted, end-of-year bills, and 2020 insurance 
payments, etc., dropped the reserves down to around $16,000.   

 The information on DeBrucement of the Tabor limits was 
really excellent, given that every single ballot issue that raised 



property or sales taxes was defeated last November.  It is still true 
that NFMAD does not have adequate funding to mount an 
increase to Mill Levy, or ask the public to release Tabor limitations 
(which is basically the same thing), estimated at $15,000-20,000.  I 
looked into grants from the County commissioners, but no such 
grant exists.   The predicted withholding of an estimated $11,000 
from increased collection of property taxes by the BOCC has 
occurred, dropping our mill levy to 1.64 as stated on transparency 
notices.  The BOCC could donate the funds to NFMAD, but have 
declined to give us this option.  

*See attached note to Ken Nordstrom requesting $2000 for RAMP 
testing.  Glenn was going to speak with Ken, but it is a moot point 
as Ken has resigned his position, yes, right at the point where the 
viral panic began.  

*I will work on an FAQ for the website and Facebook page, 
probably next week.  

*The larvicide sale ending 3/31/20 does not include any products 
used by NFMAD 

Previous Minutes, continued:  time clock 

*Robyn was able to purchase a time clock used, and it will be 
deployed for the 2020 season once it is re-inked.   

*The approved truck repairs will begin starting 3/23/20, as mill 
levy funds have now been received. Mike Clawson will also install 
the exhaust fan in the chemical room 



*Glenn:  were you able to find a hand pump or two?  Do we want 
to purchase one? 

*Zach:  Truck washing?  My notes weren’t clear on if this was the 
Hotchkiss car wash or ??  Please clarify 

*Cal and Zach:  Truck tool boxes?   

The other items are included in discussions below.   

Treasurer’s Report 
-As of February 29, 2020 total cash on hand:  $16,628.09 including 
the mandated Tabor savings.   

-In March we have received over $29,000 in mill levy, however I 
won’t have an exact number until early April, as usual.  

I have included both the January and February financial reports, 
which are also available online on the website for public viewing.   

 

*Exemption from Audit 2019 

*Correction on Exemption from Audit 2018 

Reviewed and signed by Zach and Cal with Robyn, and by Rain and 
Glenn by signature stamp 

*Request for testing funds from BOHealth:   I have enclosed a 
copy of the email exchange with Ken Nordstrom 

*I have included a copy of the final 2020 Budget, published in DCI 
last fall.  It is posted on the website Meetings page also.  Please 
remember that ending reserve numbers of $9945 will be 



increased by 1) cancellation of election $500, 2) Assets in 
inventory totaling over $11,000, and miscellaneous other 
adjustments in our favor likely bringing our reserve to an 
estimated $20,000 

Ongoing Business: 
 

-Equipment purchase list from October 2019 update:  The time 
clock has been purchased.  Product will be weighed and measured 
to standardize inventory for FieldSeeker and inventory control in 
April as treatment commences.  Estimated number of 5 gallon 
buckets will happen after weighing and measuring is complete.   

Mike Clawson will be installing the exhaust fan in April.   

An Ipad charging station in the trap room needs some discussion.  
We may already own what is needed, or it can be donated.  More 
on this later.  

-No word on the City Market/Farm Runners “lake” issues.  May be 
unknown until irrigation water is running 

-As predicted, no one self-nominated for a board position so the 
May 2020 election is cancelled.  I have included the Board 
Member lineage page Robyn created just for historical interest.  

 

 
 



New Business 
- 

-Operations plan changes for 2020 include better inventory 
control (weight, loading of trucks, use of 5 gallon buckets, etc), 
time clock control of payroll hours and crew, uniforms to include 
crew member-sourced pants, further deployment of FieldSeeker.  

Given the current shutdown of many businesses, and the CDC and 
CDPHE, BOH, and local government guidelines, it is unknown 
when the Board will be able to meet.  Since April is commonly a 
slower start due to weather and nightly temperatures, I would 
propose holding off on advertising for crew, etc, for at least 2-3 
weeks, possibly until May.   

Mike Clawson and Lee Owsley can handle all the early tasks of 
opening the shed, and initial scouting.  I have had long 
conversations with both, regarding 2019 performance 
evaluations, Board requests, and general deportment.  I am 
encouraged by the responses from both.  Mike understands we 
cannot afford excessive cleaning, details, or micro-managing this 
season, and Lee understands zero smoking on NFMAD properties, 
trucks, etc., clean and presentable at all times, and more 
attention to cleaning, details, etc.   Lee is actually physically and 
mentally in the best shape he has been in for years, and spent a 
lot of time working on his health this winter.   

Brian Briggs has left the area, which is unfortunate as he was well-
trained and adept with the FieldSeeker program.  Surprisingly, Lee 
has proven to be adept with Ipad treatment calculations and 
logging, which made the January writing of the annual report SO 



much easier for me as the maps were current, and product usage 
tabulated.  

I have left messages for Keaton Kropp for crew in April, May, and 
half-June, but have not heard back.  Isaac Van Horn and Ethan are 
both possibilities, particularly Ethan had expressed a desire to 
return for this season.  

After a long conversation with Garrett Park, I am feeling a lot of 
compassion for the poor guy…his graduate program at CSU was 
shut down 2 weeks ago, so the anticipated completion in mid-May 
is up in the air.  He has lab classes that will be incomplete unless 
the university comes up with a plan, as these cannot be 
completed remotely online.  His finals were supposed to be early 
May, now delayed tentatively to late May, and the comprehensive 
finals have been delayed to mid-June.  If he is accepted into 
Osteopathic medical school in Missouri, it begins mid-July, so he 
would be moving second week.  He offered to help out in June, 
although I think it would be as a part time support crew member, 
if at all.  The timing is fluid, like all of life right now! 

Is anyone aware of another crew member possibility?   

 

-Acknowledgement of COG 2020-2024 

 The CO permit to discharge pesticides into the environment 
of the District has been renewed based on the annual reports of 
2018 and 2019 that have been filed.  The new permit is literally 
142 pages long.  I have posted the link on the website, and made 
one copy for the office.   



_Transparency notice published for 2020 

-Subscription for Service outside District Boundaries 

 After researching the possibility of “fee for service” it has 
become apparent that a mailing would have to include every 
property on all borders of the District…which we cannot serve 
with the current finances, trucks, crew, and product restraints.  
We cannot legally offer service to one road or area, and not make 
the same service available to others.   

 According to the Special District handbook and tech, 
arrangements can be made privately if contiguous with current 
properties within the District…for example western Hotchkiss.  
Zach, private donations from 2019 can continue.   

 We will hence not be doing a mailing to all of the proposed 
inclusion properties of 2015.  After reviewing the maps, sadly we 
will have to continue to encourage calling the department of 
health and BOCC for the over 1/3 of Delta county that is not 
served in either mosquito district.  This is also true for Surface 
creek, and other areas around Delta District #1.   

 After a conversation with Ken Nordstrom (before his 
resignation!), I have come to the conclusion that continuing the 
policy of “we are sorry, but you are not within the District.  Please 
call DOH, BOCC” is the only way to legally protect NFMAD.  This is 
so frustrating, as the high number of WNV cases right at District 
western boundaries in Hotchkiss, Crawford and Surface Creek 
means that WNV is deep in the Culex population, and will 



continue to recur unless a comprehensive program like the 2013 
NFMAD ops plan is deployed.   

 

-I will be sending out a separate Board of Directors discussion of a 
previous employee applying for Unemployment benefits.  

 

Announcements 
-Gale Jirik had previously scheduled droplet testing and 
calibration for all of our equipment for late April, but I received an 
email postponing until an undetermined date in May when he is 
once again allowed to travel.  

The AMCA conference in Portland, OR was cancelled due to 
Corona virus, and the association has requested donations due to 
the high amount of financial loss incurred.  It was basically a 
disaster for AMCA, as well as the participants prepaid hotel, 
airline reservations, etc.   

Gale isn’t quite sure when, but he will get it done before 
adulticide fogging begins in late May, if the season is typical of 
previous seasons.  The ATV sprayers do not need yearly 
calibration like the truck-mounted sprayers require, so that is the 
equipment that can be used if spraying is necessary before the 
computer calibration can occur.   

The Mosquito 101 class and OSHA testing will be in Delta this 
year, but again, planned in April, and now postponed.   



Stay safe, everyone!  Let me know if you have questions or 
concerns, and we will go forward and do our best despite trying 
times for the communities we serve.   

Take care,  

Rain  


