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MINUTES OF  
THE REGULAR MEETING OF  

THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK 
TUESDAY, 10/12/2021 

7:45 A.M. 
MILLS PARK TOWER 

1025 PLEASANT PLACE  
OAK PARK, IL 60302 

 

OFFICIAL RECORD 
 
PRESENT:  Commissioners Teitelman, Kelm, Sood, Muse, Socall, Walz, and Chairman Kralik 

ABSENT:  None 

ALSO PRESENT:  Staff, D. Pope, K. Southward, M. Sandoval, L. Cobb, S. Roman and B. 

Swaggerty  

PUBLIC: Reverend D. White-Merritt and G. Benoy 

QUORUM 
 
Chairman Kralik declared that a quorum was present.  He called the meeting to order at 7:52 
AM. 

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 13, 2021, AND SEPTEMBER 14, 2021, REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

Chairman Kralik asked if there were any corrections to the July 13, 2021, and/or September 
14, 2021, regular meeting minutes. Ms. Swaggerty stated that she had received two small 
corrections from Commissioner Teitelman. Chairman Kralik asked if there were any further 
corrections. There were none. 
 
It was moved (Walz) and seconded (Socall) to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2021, and 
September 14, 2021, regular meetings as corrected. The motion passed by unanimous voice 
vote.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Resident, Reverend White-Merritt shared a blessing and stated that she was blessed to be a 
MPT resident. She stated that she loves the location of MPT, the many activities available to 
residents and that the building is well-maintained. She thanked Mr. Southward for his service 
to the community. 

 

  
 



 

 

Page 2 of 4 
 

REVIEW OF 3rd QUARTER FINANCIALS 
 

Executive Director Pope briefly summarized the 3rd quarter financial statements. He noted 
several variances were attributable to timing and that we anticipate we will come in very close 
to the proposed budgets at the end of the year. 
 
MILLS PARK TOWER 
 
Commissioner Muse asked about the variance in funding on line 27. 
 
Executive Director Pope explained the funding 200K variance on line 27 simply meant that our 
OPRC had not submitted its funding request at the time of this report. Mr. Southward stated 
that it usually takes just a few days following our submission to receive the funding. 
 
He asked if there were any further questions about the MPT budget. There were none. 
 
OFFICE/SOJOURNER HOUSE 
 
Executive Director Pope stated that we are somewhat behind on Accolade rent but that he is 
working through that with Catholic Charities now that Accolade is back up and running. He 
stated that expenses are pretty much in line although there will be additional capital investment 
to the office. He added that Sojourner House is doing well and on budget. 
 
Commissioner Sood asked if we would get arrears from Accolade. Executive Director Pope 
stated we probably would not see payment for the period they were closed. 
 
He asked if there were any further questions. There were none. 
 
HCVP 
 
Executive Director Pope noted that HVCP revenues were higher than projected but attributed 
this to timing. He anticipated that would be more in line with the budget by the end of the 4th 
quarter. He stated that for the most part expenses were on budget.  
 
Chairman Kralik asked why expense line 17 was higher than anticipated. Executive Director 
Pope stated that it was most likely additional costs in the development of the website. 
 
Commissioner Socall asked for clarification on fraud recovery. Mr. Southward explained how 
fraud recovery works and stated that $11K is a normal YTD figure for this time of year. 
 
Chairman Kralik asked if there were any further questions regarding the budgets. There were 
none.  
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
MILLS PARK TOWER 

Ms. Sandoval briefly summarized the administrative, maintenance, and resident activities for 
the month of September. She asked if there were any questions or comments. 

Commissioner Teitelman noted that MPT has been experiencing a number of vacancies over 
the past several months and asked if staff had any ideas or strategies for closing the vacancy 
gap. 

Ms. Sandoval stated that in September 30 letters were sent out to waitlist individuals and that 
many of those individuals were not ready to move or had passed away, or now needed more 
assistance and support and were unable to live independently. She also added that 37 pre-
applications had been accepted for the waiting list. Ms. Sandoval also stated she was 
exploring other avenues and/or outlets to make known the available housing at MPT and 
would welcome any ideas or suggestions. She reiterated that vacancy gap is also due in part 
to the reluctance of individuals to move during the pandemic. 

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM 

Ms. Cobb provided a brief summary of HCVP activities for the month of September, noting a 
regular voucher lease-up rate of 97%, and a mainstream voucher lease-up rate of 94%. She 
stated that the 2004 waiting list had been fully purged. She asked if there were any questions. 
There were none.  

Mr. Southward referenced preparation for the opening of the waiting list. Chairman Kralik 
stated that creating housing opportunities through the opening of the waiting list was one of the 
most important aspects of the Board’s activities. He emphasized that it is a big undertaking 
that needs to be well though out and carefully coordinated. He stated that he anticipates an in-
depth discussion of the waiting list re-opening process between staff and the board long before 
any public notice is put out.  

Executive Director Pope and Mr. Southward assured Chairman Kralik and the Board that this 
would be the case. Mr. Southward added that he did not anticipate the actual re-opening of the 
wait list until early 2022. 

Chairman Kralik asked if there were any questions for Ms. Cobb regarding the HCV Programs. 
There were none. Chairman Kralik thanked Ms. Cobb for her work on behalf of the OPHA. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

MPT FAÇADE WEATHERPROOFING 

Mr. Southward reported that as a result of the published proposal for the weather proofing of 
the Mills Park Tower façade, staff had received several bids. He stated that due to the large 
variance in some of the bids they were reviewing the bids to ensure the contractors had all 
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clearly understood the job specifications and criteria.  

Commissioner Socall asked if the bids were as expected. Mr. Southward stated that over all 
the bids had come in higher than anticipated and that a contributing factor could be the 
increase in costs being seen in the broader economy. Mr. Southward then explained how the 
expense of the project would be covered by drawing from multiple years of funding provided 
under the Capital Funding program.  

He asked if there were any further questions. There were none. 

MPT RESIDENT COUNCIL  

Executive Director Pope reported there has not been significant progress, however he is 
looking to schedule a meeting in November to discuss the process and initiate a plan of action. 
He stated that the previous resident council credentials had expired in 2008 and that he 
recorded agent at that time was a Barbara Turner.  

Commissioner Walz requested that this item be kept on the agenda and that we establish a 
plan of action. 

Executive Director Pope agreed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
Chairman Kralik asked if there was any new business. There was none.  

ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

It was moved (Muse) and seconded (Kelm) to adjourn to Executive Session under Section 2Ac 
of the Open Meetings Act for the purpose of discussion of a potential real estate acquisition 
and the review of RFP respondent proposals.  
 
It was moved (Kralik) and seconded (Teitelman) to adjourn the October 12, 2021, regular 
meeting of the Oak Park Housing Authority at 10:15 AM. The motion passed by unanimous 
voice vote.  
 
        Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
        _______________________ 
        Andrew Teitelman, Secretary          


