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MINUTES OF 
THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 

7:45 A.M. 
 

MILLS PARK TOWER 
1025 PLEASANT PLACE 

OAK PARK, IL 60302 
 

OFFICIAL RECORD 

 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Teitelman, Kelm, Sood, Socall, Muse, Walz, and Chairman Kralik 
ABSENT: None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Staff, D. Pope, K. Southward, L. Cobb, B. Swaggerty and S. Roman 
PUBLIC:  L. Coleman, C. Lloyd, Reverend D. White-Merritt, J. Reeves, and J. Thomas, G. 
Benoy 
 

QUORUM 

Chairman Kralik declared that a quorum was present.  He called the meeting to order at 8:02 

AM. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Kralik reminded everyone of the established process for Mills Park Tower (MPT) 

residents to present concerns related to the operation of MPT.  He stated residents should first 

engage MPT management staff to discuss their concern and if management staff fails to 

address that concern or provide an appropriate timeline for resolving the issue, then the 

resident should reach out Ken Southward, Director of Housing Programs and then out to 

Executive Director, David Pope. He stated that this will be the most productive and expedient 

way to resolve an issue or concern, and that the Board would then be a resource if this 

process failed. 

Chairman Kralik then opened the floor for public comment. 

MPT Resident, Coleman asked what the “Old Business” on the agenda was and also asked 

how she could join the Board.   

Chairman Kralik explained that Board Commissioners are Oak Park residents who have been 

appointed by the Village President. He stated that each Commissioner is appointed for a 5-

year term, which can be renewed for another 5-year term. He said that if you are interested in 

serving on the Board when an opening occurs, you should provide your name to be added to 

the list of interested individuals. He stated that one board appointment is specifically reserved 
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for either a Housing Choice Voucher recipient or a Mills Park Tower resident.  He added that 

Commissioner Kelm, a resident of Mills Park Tower, is currently that appointee.   

Executive Director Pope explained that the “Old Business” referred to on the agenda was past 

discussions and/or action taken by the board which could be found in the board meeting 

minutes posted on the OPHA website.  Ms. Coleman stated she did not have a computer and 

Executive Director Pope suggested that staff could show her how to access those documents 

through MPT’s computer lab.  

Ms. Coleman asked why there is only one resident appointee to the board when there are 

more than 200 Mills Park Tower residents.   

Executive Director Pope explained that Mills Park Tower is just one of the Housing Authority’s 

programs and that the Board of Commissioners serves and represents all Housing Authority 

program participants and is also responsible for advancing affordable housing throughout the 

Village of Oak Park.  He added that any adult resident of Oak Park can serve on the Board of 

Commissioners and encouraged those who were interested in doing so to go through the 

Village’s process to become a potential candidate.  

Commissioner Socall stated that prior to the COVID-19 pandemic there was discussion of 

establishing a Mills Park Tower Resident Council.  She asked for an update stating that the 

Resident Council could provide the opportunity for more MPT residents to serve. 

Executive Director Pope said that the process of electing a Resident Council had been 

disrupted back in early 2020 due to COVID-19.  He stated that individuals need to interact 

directly with one another as part of the campaigning and election process and that the 

pandemic essentially shut the process down.  He added while a timeline for the process has 

not been established, we are to do so as soon as possible.   

One resident expressed frustration over the fact  that a Resident Council has yet to be 

established and said she doubted it ever will be. She questioned how it is ever going to 

happen if there is no established timeline. She asked if, based on what residents have read 

online, it was true that the Resident Council is supposed to be initiated and conducted by the 

residents and that management is not involved.  

Executive Director Pope explained that while it is true that the process of establishing a 

Resident Council in a public housing building can be initiated by the residents, the process has 

specific requirements that need to be met. He stated that management’s role is to assist in 

making sure those requirements are met including, that all residents are aware of the 

opportunity to participate and that the campaigning and  election process follows HUD 

guidelines.   

Commissioner Socall asked Executive Director Pope what a reasonable timeline for 

establishing the Resident Council might be.  Executive Director Pope: stated that could be 

done by next spring. 
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Commissioner Walz asked that the establishment of a Resident Council be made a regular 

agenda item. Executive Director Pope said it would be.    

 

Commissioner Kelm asked if a list of the specific requirements could be published.  Executive 

Director Pope stated that this information will go out to everyone.   

Several residents expressed frustration over the lack of parking for residents and caregivers at 

the building. Executive Director Pope stated the four requirements for MPT residents to obtain 

a parking space and said that there is a waiting list that Ms. Sandoval maintains. He added 

that there isn’t any option for expanding the parking on the property. One resident stated that 

residents should be given preference over staff for a parking space. Executive Director Pope 

stated they would have to agree to disagree on that matter. 

Resident Lloyd asked what the legal rules are for entering a resident’s apartment without 

notice. 

Executive Director Pope stated that generally staff should not be entering a resident’s unit 

without notice. He added that according to the Cook County Residential Tenant and Landlord 

Ordinance (RTLO) (if that applies to Public Housing) requires 48-hour advance notice.  He 

further stated that entering a resident’s apartment without notice only occurs when there is a 

concern for the health, safety, or welfare of the individual or if there is an emergency related to 

the safety of others in the building or the building itself.  The staff may also be asked to 

conduct a wellness check. 

Resident Reeves expressed concern over the vacant Property Assistant position at MPT and 

the impact on Mr. Regalado, MPT’s maintenance person.  Executive Director Pope stated that 

interviews have been ongoing for the open position.  He stated it has been difficult to find 

applicants during the pandemic, but that he anticipates filling the position in the next few 

weeks. 

APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 10, 2021, MEETING MINUTES 

It was moved (Socall) and seconded (Walz) to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2021, 

regular meeting.  The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

MILLS PARK TOWER 

Mr. Southworth briefly summarized the administrative, residential and maintenance activities at 

MPT for the month of August. He reported that MPT’s August occupancy rate was 94% with 

twelve (12) vacancies.  He reported 2 move-outs and 1 move-in during August, thirty-eight (38) 

requests for pre-applications, of which nineteen (19) had been returned and were under 

review. He reported that year-to-date (YTD) 92 pre-applications have been added to the 

waiting list and currently there were 191 individuals residing at MPT.    
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Resident Reverend White-Merritt asked the number of individuals on the waiting list.  Mr. 

Southward said he did not have the exact number at this time.   

Mr. Southward then summarized resident activities, highlighting Housing Forward’s delivery of 

individual food packets (40lbs each of non-perishable food/goods) to 39 MPT residents, a rock 

painting activity designed to provide cognitive stimulation promote mental health, a library pop-

up provided by the Oak Park Library, onsite podiatry service, and a small celebration in the 

community room for residents whose birthdays were in August. 

Mr. Southward finished his summary of MPT’s August activities by reporting that maintenance 

for the month included daily deep cleaning of all common areas and weekly disinfecting of 

high-touch areas, preventative maintenance to the main plumbing lines, clearing of the 

building’s catch basins, cleaning of the carpet in all the hallways and first floor common areas, 

and a reported “0” days that the elevators were out of service.  He added that the exterior 

windows of the building were scheduled to be cleaned in September.  

Resident Reverend White-Merritt asked about possible donations of laundry carts from 

companies like Menards and Home Depot.  Commissioner Muse said that she has been 

looking into options for funding for these types of items.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Mr. Southward concluded his report by stating that a Request for Proposal (RFP) for treatment 

of the building’s exterior to repel water and prevent moisture penetration has been published.  

He said that project should be completed by the end of 2021.   

Resident Thomas asked if a stop sign, or a speed bump could be installed in the front of the 

building to slow drivers down.  She stated that two (2) residents had almost been hit by cars 

recently.   

Executive Director Pope thanked her for bringing this concern to his attention. 

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAMS 

Ms. Cobb briefly summarized HCVP activities for the month of August, reporting a lease up 

rate of 98% for Regular Vouchers, a 94% lease up rate for Mainstream Vouchers  (Persons 

with Disabilities), and a 41% lease up rate for NED Vouchers.  She also summarized activities 

related to portability and the waiting list. 

Chairman Kralik thanked Ms. Cobb and her staff for their skillful handling of the additional 

vouchers that had been awarded over the past several months.  

Commissioner Muse asked if there had been any impact from the roughly 300 units that have 

been converted to Air B&B type short term rentals.   Executive Director Pope stated we have 

not experienced any real impact as of this time.  

Chairman Kralik asked if there were any further questions for Ms. Cobb.  There were none. 

Executive Director Pope stated that the OPHA’s new website had launched since the August 

meeting and that we would discuss the re-opening of the HCVP waitlist and the role of the 

website in that process at the next board meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

Executive Director Pope stated that we are working with the village and following FDA and 

CDC recommendations regarding COVID-19 booster shots.  He said we will try to schedule 

administration of booster shots to MPT residents as soon as the vaccine is made available. He 

stated that the Village is waiting on guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health and 

the CDC.  We hope to have this completed in early October.  He also stated that the Village 

has also stated they would be happy to assist with administering the original 2-dose vaccine to 

anyone who did not receive the vaccine when the Village initially provided it to MPT residents 

in early 2021.   

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

It was moved (Socall) and seconded (Walz) to adjourn to Executive Session under Section 2A 

of the Open Meetings Act for the Purpose of Discussion of a Potential Real Estate Acquisition.  

The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Sood) to adjourn the September 14, 2021, regular 

meeting of the Oak Park Housing Authority at 9:15 AM. The motion passed by unanimous 

voice vote.  

 

        Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

        _______________________ 
        Andrew Teitelman, Secretary          


