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MEETING MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021 
7:45 AM 

 

ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING  
 

 

OFFICIAL RECORD 
 
Chairman Kralik called the April 13, 2021 Regular Meeting of the Oak Park Housing 
Authority to order at 7.49 AM. 
 
QUORUM 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners Teitelman, Kelm, Walz, Muse, Sood, Socall, and Chairman 
Kralik 
ABSENT: None 
ALSO PRESENT: Staff D. Pope, K. Southward, L. Cobb, M. Sandoval, B. Swaggerty, 
B. Sinn, and L. Straughter 
Guests: John Harris and Fletcher Martin of a5 Branding & Digital and R. Clewer of 
Gorman Company LLC  
 Public: M. O’Kiersey, J. Hopper, and N. Natof 
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 9, 2021 REGULAR MEETING 

It was moved (Kelm) and seconded (Muse) to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2021 

Regular Meeting of the Oak Park Housing Authority.   

Chairman Kralik asked if there were any corrections to the March 9, 2021 regular meeting 

minutes.   

Ms. Swaggerty reported that Commissioner Teitelman provided two minor corrections 

prior to the meeting. Chairman Kralik asked if there were any other corrections.  There 

were none.  The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ms. O’Kiersey asked if True Green lawn service could stop using chemicals that are 
harmful to animals on the lawn areas surrounding Mills Park Tower or at the very least 
post signs that the lawn is treated with chemicals which are harmful to animals.  Mr. 
Southward stated he would look into options for lawn treatments that were not harmful to 
animals. 
 
Chairman Kralik asked if there were any further public comments.  There were none. 
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HA-2021-04-01 RATIFYING THE MARCH 12, 2021 ELECTRONIC APPROVAL 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT WITH GORMAN & COMPANY 
LLC TO PROVIDE CONSULTING SERVICES     
 
It was moved (Kelm) and seconded (Walz) to approve resolution HA-2021-04-01 ratifying 
the March 12, 2021 electronic approval authorizing the execution of a contract with 
Gorman & Company LLC to provide consulting services. 
 
Executive Director Pope introduced Ron Clewer of Gorman & Company LLC.  Mr. Clewer 
thanked the Board for the opportunity to work with OPHA and said he was looking forward 
to helping the Board achieve their objectives. 
 
AYES: Teitelman, Kelm, Muse, Sood, Socall, Walz, and Chairman Kralik 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
WEBSITE BRANDING IDENTITY PRESENTATION 
 
Mr. Harris and Mr. Martin provided a brief summary of the work done to date in developing 
a concept for the website.  They summarized the responses they had received from board 
members, staff, and residents regarding OPHA’s mission and services and then 
presented to the board three (3) branding identity concepts. 
 
The board provided extensive feedback to Mr. Harris and Mr. Martin on the three (3) 
branding concepts, including their opinions on font, color, and overall concept.   
 
Commissioner Socall felt that concept #1 was too similar to other concepts that have been 
overused in the affordable housing market.   
 
Commissioner Walz said she liked concept #2 very much.  
 
After further discussion with a5 Branding, there was general consensus among the board  
that concept #3 and concept #1 were the strongest options, but that they would like an 
opportunity to see how the two concepts looked using other colors and fonts.   
 
Mr. Harris said the a5 team would work on that and get back to the staff and board. 
 
Chairman Kralik and the board thanked Mr. Harris and Mr. Martin for taking the time to 
reach out to so many stakeholders and for bringing three strong branding identity 
concepts to the board for consideration. 
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HA-2021-04-02 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE OUTSOURCING OF 
MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING SERVICES TO A CONTRACT SERVICE PROVIDER  

It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Kelm) to approve resolution HA-2021-04-02 
authorizing the outsourcing of maintenance and cleaning services to a contract service 
provider. 

Executive Director Pope stated that OPHA’s only two employees (Larry Joyce and John 
Plant) who were members of the MPT maintenance and janitorial staff had retired earlier 
in the year.  He stated that OPHA could achieve substantial cost savings and reduce 
OPHA’s employment liability by outsourcing these services.   

Commissioner Sood asked if a third-party service provider had been identified.  Executive 
Director Pope stated that OPRC would provide these services under their agreement with 
the OPHA. 

AYES: Commissioners Kelm, Sood, Teitelman, Walz, Socall, Muse and Chairman Kralik 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Due to time constraints Chairman Kralik suggested  that unless there were any questions 
regarding the Mills Park Tower and HCVP departmental reports that been provided in 
the  board packets, the meeting would skip over departmental reporting and move 
forward to the next agenda item.  There were no questions.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Mr. Southward briefly summarized the status of resident vaccinations at Mills Park Tower.  
He reported that approximately 160 residents have been vaccinated and that the staff 
continues to encourage those who have not been vaccinated to do so not only for their 
own safety but the safety of others. 

Commissioner Teitelman asked if staff has spoken with other Housing Authorities or 
Senior Housing facilities to see if there were other ways to encourage residents to 
vaccinate.  Ms. Sandoval said she would make inquires but stated she believes the 
strongest driver is encouragement from trusted relationships such as family members, 
friends, and fellow residents. 

Mr. Southward stated that the staff continues to practice safe-distancing and 
comprehensive sanitation and cleaning measures. 

Mr. Southward also mentioned that recent applicants who are eligible to move-in to Mills 
Park Tower have confirmed that they have been vaccinated.   
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2021 1st QUARTER FINANCIALS 
 
Executive Director Pope provided a brief summary of the 1st quarter financials stating 
that the initial numbers are in line with the budget.  He asked if there were any questions.  
There were none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Executive Director Pope stated we discovered significant issues with the main office roof 
during the heavy periods of snow and rain at the beginning of the year.  He reported that 
a physical needs assessment for the entire building was underway and a report would be 
presented to the board at the May 11, 2021 meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Chairman Kralik asked if there was any further business to discuss. There was none. 
 
It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Kelm) to adjourn the April 13, 2021 regular 
meeting of the Oak Park Housing Authority.  The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 AM. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Andrew Teitelman, Secretary  


