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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK 

TUESDAY, MARCH 09, 2021 
7:45 AM 

VIRTUAL ZOOM MEETING 

OFFICIAL RECORD 

PRESENT: Commissioners Kelm, Sood, Teitelman, Socall, Muse, Walz and Chairman Kralik 
EXCUSED:  None 
ALSO, PRESENT: Staff: D. Pope, K. Southward, L. Cobb, M. Sandoval & Guest 
Speaker, John Harris of a5 Branding & Digital   

QUORUM 

The March 09, 2021 regular meeting of The Housing Authority of The Village of Oak Park 
was called to order at 8:01 AM by Chairman Kralik. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2021 REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK 

Chairman Kralik noted that Commissioner Teitelman identified two minor typographical 
corrections to the minutes and asked if there were any other corrections. There were none. 

It was moved (Sood) and seconded (Socall) to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2021 
regular meeting of The Housing Authority of The Village of Oak Park with the noted 
corrections.  The motion to approve the minutes was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Kralik stated that there were no members of the public present. 

HA-2021-03-01 RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE BOARD’S ELECTRONIC APPROVAL OF 
THE SUBMISSION OF THE SEMAP CERTIFICATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020 

It was moved (Walz) and seconded (Muse) to approve resolution HA-2021-03-01 ratifying the 
Board’s electronic approval of the submission of the SEMAP Certification for fiscal year 2020. 

Mr. Southward provided a brief overview of the SEMAP submission process.  He noted that 
despite COVID-19 restrictions the HCVP still expected to achieve High Performer status for 
2020. 
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AYES: Commissioners Teitelman, Sood, Walz, Muse, Socall, Kelm, and Chairman Kralik 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: None 

The Board congratulated Mr. Southward, Ms. Cobb, and the HCVP team and thanked them for 
hard work and achievements. 

HA-2021-03-02 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF THE MPT 
2021 OPERATING BUDGET  

It was moved (Muse) and seconded (Kelm) to approve the electronic submission of the MPT 
2021 Operating Budget. 

Mr. Southward provided a brief summary of the budget, noting that after a utility analysis based 
on the 2020 budget process, MPT was expecting a $64,000 increase in the 2021 budget 
bringing the total 2021 budget to $617,256.  He added that previously the budgets had been 
submitted by email, but that HUD has created a new online portal for electronic submission of 
the budget. 

Mr. Southward asked if there were any questions.  There were none. 

AYES: Commissioners Teitelman, Sood, Walz, Muse, Socall, Kelm, and Chairman Kralik 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: None 

Chairman Kralik suggested with the shortened amount of meeting time the board skip 
discussion of the submitted monthly departmental reports and only address questions, if any, 
pertaining to the reports.  He asked if there were any questions.  There were none. 

OPHA BRANDING - WEBSITE KICK-OFF DISCUSSION 

Executive Director Pope introduced John Harris, Principal of a5 Branding & Digital.  He said 
that a5 Branding & Digital had worked with OPRC Board and staff in re-branding OPRC and 
creating a new website for the organization.  He said that the new OPRC website had launched 
earlier that month.   He then turned to floor over to Mr. Harris.  

Mr. Harris briefly described the work of a5 Branding & Digital.  He stated that a5, focuses on 
helping to create healthy sustainable communities and is honored to be working with the 
Housing Authority.  He said  that a5 recently re-branded the McHenry County Housing Authority 
which included the launch of their new website and would forward a link for the site to the 
board. He added that a5 likes to work with clients who are doing good things for people, planet, 
and community. 

He stated he was looking forward to having one-on-one conversations with OPHA board 
members to determine what they see as the past, present, and future of the Housing Authority 
and how they would like to connect with OPHA’s key audiences to fulfill its mission.  He stated 
that after meeting with board members and staff, a5 would then work to create both a brand 
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identity and a  graphic identity which will include key messaging, taglines, and positioning in the 
marketplace. He further described that process.  Once the brand identity is created a5 will build 
a website for OPHA that is user friendly, will contain great visuals and messaging, and will 
automatically scale to what ever device is used to view the site.  He noted that currently 65% of 
internet traffic is conducted by phone, so the website will be built to ensure it is scalable to 
phone and tablet.  He added that the current schedule calls for the website to launch by the end 
of June.  

Executive Director Pope added that the current launch schedule will give OPHA a strong tool in 
place to help facilitate the opening of the HCVP waiting list. 

Mr. Harris asked if there were any questions.   

Commissioner Kelm asked if the minutes of the meetings would be available on the new site. 

Executive Director Pope assured that the minutes would indeed be on the new site and would 
be easy to find and access. 

Commissioner Kralik asked if there were any further questions for Mr. Harris.  There were none. 

Commissioner Kralik said he was very excited about a new OPHA website.  He noted that the 
current website is outdated and leaves a lot to be desired. He said he is looking forward to 
seeing what a5 will achieve through this process.  He added that he had visited OPRC’s new 
website and was impressed with what a5 had created for them.  He added that one of the 
biggest challenges will be to demystify the more complex aspects of our housing programs by 
providing OPHA clients with guidance and  information that is easily understood and by 
simplifying the process of finding affordable housing.   

Commissioner Kralik thank Mr. Harris for his time and added that the OPHA was looking 
forward to working with a5 Branding & Digital. 

OLD BUSINESS 

CORONA VIRUS VACCINATION UPDATE 

Executive Director Pope reported the second dose of the vaccine had been administered 
at MPT and provided numbers on how many individuals had been vaccinated.  He said 
there are still several individuals who have chosen not to be vaccinated and stressed that staff 
will continue to provide education on the corona virus and encouragement those individuals 
to register for vaccination.  

NEW BUSINESS 
None 
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ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Kelm) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Oak 
Park Housing Authority to Executive Session to discuss a matter of real estate acquisition. 
The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

AJOURNMENT TO OPEN SESSION 

It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Kelm) to adjourn the Executive Session and return 
to open session of the March 9, 2021 regular board meeting.  The motion passed by 
unanimous voice vote. 

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING 

It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Kelm) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Oak 
Park Housing Authority at 9:06 AM. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

_________________________ 
Andrew Teitelman, Secretary




