
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2021
7:45 AM

ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING

OFFICIAL RECORD

QUORUM

PRESENT: Commissioners Kelm, Teitelman, Sood, Muse, Socall, Walz, and Chairman 
Kralik
ALSO PRESENT: Staff - D. Pope, B. Swaggerty, K. Southward, M. Sandoval, L. Cobb 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Chairman Kralik asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the January 12, 
2021 regular meeting.  Ms. Swaggerty stated that Commissioner Teitelman had provided 
two minor corrections to the minutes by email.  Chairman Kralik asked if there were any 
additional corrections.  There were none.

It was moved (Kelm) and seconded (Sood) to approve the minutes of the January 12, 
2021 regular meeting as corrected.  The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. O'Kiersey mentioned that the ice buildup on the sidewalks around the building has 
been particularly bad during this period of substantial snow.  Ms. Sandoval stated that 
the snow removal team is working very hard during this period to break up the ice dams 
that are forming when the snow melts and then re-freezes quickly,  She says the now 
removal team will continue to address the issue.

Mr. Kelm mentioned that the thermostats within the units are very difficult to program and 
adjust.  He asked if there could be some training for the residents on how the 
thermostats work.  Ms. Sandoval stated that they do provide instructions to residents who 
request it.  She added that she would post a notice for residents that these instructions 
are available if they call the office.

Ms. O'Grady reminded the Board and staff that when making decisions that impact the 
residents, such as the rumored redesign of the first floor and community room, that 
residents would appreciate the opportunity to provide input to the Board and staff prior to 
the changes.  She emphasized the importance of resident engagement and 
communication.  

Executive Director Pope said that the residents' input was both important and welcomed. 
He stated that the changes being considered for the first floor have not been finalized 



and that the staff fully intends to meet with residents to seek their input before any 
changes are made.  He added that those meetings and proposed changes have been 
put on hold because of restrictions due to the pandemic.

Chairman Kralik echoed Executive Director Pope's statement that the residents' input 
was important and welcomed.

A question was raised about the continuing violation of the non-smoking policy by a 
number of residents and the capacity of the existing fans to handle the issue of smoke 
coming into other units.

Executive Director Pope stated that a study was currently underway regarding the 
building airflow. He stated  once the study is done, staff will illicit resident input in 
developing a plan to enhance the quality of the building's indoor air.

HA-2021-02-01 RATIFICATION OF THE JANUARY 29, 2021 ELECTRONIC VOTE 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO BIND PROPERTY AND LIABILITY 
INSURANCE COVERAGE

It was moved (Kelm) and seconded (Sood) to approve resolution HA-2021-02-01 
ratifying the board's approval to renew property and liability insurance effective February 
1, 2021.

Executive Director Pope referred to the memo included in the board packet and thanked 
the board for providing electronic approval in order to meet the required renewal 
deadline.

Chairman Kralik thanked the staff for effectively working under the tight deadline and 
securing appropriate coverage for the Authority.  He asked if there were any questions. 
There were none.

AYES:  Commissioners Teitelman, Kelm, Sood, Socall, Walz, Muse, and Chairman 
Kralik
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

MILLS PARK TOWER

Mr. Southward reported that the MPT monthly report had been reformatted to provide 
greater  demographic and waiting list information in addition to the monthly 
administrative and resident activities.   

Ms. Sandoval then provided a brief summary of the report.

Chairman Kralik thanked the staff for the standardized report and said the additional 
information was extremely helpful.  He asked if there were any questions.  There were 
none.



HCVP 

Ms. Cobb briefly summarized the HCVP activities for the month of January and the 
status of the waiting list. 

Mr. Southward reported that the staff had met recently with the YARDI Voyager (housing 
software) team to discuss how YARDI could be used to manage the opening of the 
waiting list.  Mr. Southward said that he would be reporting on that at a later date.

OLD BUSINESS

VACCINATION UPDATE

Executive Director Pope reported that the scheduled Covid-19 vaccination program at 
MPT had been very successful with 119 residents receiving their initial vaccination on 
January 27, 2021.  He said that these 119 residents will receive their second vaccination 
on February 26, 2021.   He reported that several residents declined to receive the 
vaccine because they had the opportunity to receive it elsewhere, including from their 
private physician, and from veteran's services.

OPHA WEBSITE KICK-OFF

Executive Director Pope reported that a5 Design Consultants were meeting with staff 
before the end of the month to initiate the start of the OPHA website redesign.  He said 
that John Harris of a5 would be reaching out to the board for their input, thoughts, and 
ideas regarding the key elements of the new site.

ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Muse) to adjourn to Executive Session under 
Section 2Ac of the Open Meetings Act for the purpose of discussion of terms for an offer 
to acquire real estate.  The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Muse) to adjourn to Open Session.  The motion 
passed by unanimous voice vote.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved (Teitelman) and seconded (Muse) to adjourn the February 9, 2021 Regular 
Meeting of the Oak Park Housing Authority.  The motion passed by unanimous voice 
vote.

 Respectfully Submitted,

 _________________________________
 Andrew Teitelman, Secretary




