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A MINUTE WITH THE MAYOR 

STATE OF THE CITY  
BY:  MAYOR JOE GREENE  

The state of the City of Caro 
continues to be strong even in these 
troubled times.  Right now, mayors 
around the country are battling the 
challenge of the public health crisis 
known as Covid-19, along with the 
economic fallout that the novel 
corona virus has brought to the 
nation’s communities.  Mayors have 

been on the frontlines serving as leaders—together with 
essential workers and the fire, police, sanitation, and public 
health employees—guiding cities through this storm.  This 
journey is far from over, but, be sure, that we will recover 
and rebuild as needed. 
 
Over the past year, I am proud of what we have 
accomplished together to position Caro for a better and 
brighter future.  Some of these accomplishments have 
included: 
 

• Held monthly meetings for the Caro Center project 

• Constructed a Dog Park at Chippewa Landing 

• Farmer’s Market is under construction 

• Splash Pad is constructed at Bieth Park and will be 

opened Summer 2021 

• Police Department addition is underway at the 

Municipal Building 

• Replaced several City sidewalks 

• Purchased a new backhoe for the Department of 

Public Works 

• Received a new fire truck for the Caro Fire 

Department 

• Purchased a new vehicle for the Caro Police 

Department 

• Paved South Almer Street 

• Worked with the Tuscola County EDC to promote 

new businesses in the City 

• Brought back a little normalcy by having trick-or-

treat in the City and by having Santa visit the City 

(even if it was at a distance) 

 
 

Many area programs that benefit our citizens could not 
have been done without the help of others.  Like the 
Caro Chamber of Commerce, the Tuscola Area Airport, 
and the Caro Area District Library; the numerous 
service organizations like the Caro Knights of 
Columbus, the Caro Exchange Club, and the Caro 
Rotary Club; the Caro Community Schools, the Tuscola 
County Fair Board, and McLaren Caro Region.  
Volunteers are always a resource you can count on and 
I am very grateful for their investments of time, along 
with caring and concern it represents.  To all of you and 
many, many more, I thank you on behalf of the entire 
City Council and myself. 
 
I am proud to be part of several projects that we can 
watch for in the future: 
 

• Continue working with the Township, County, 

and State to keep the Caro Center project rolling 

• Replacing more sidewalks 

• Resurfacing more City streets 

• Implementing projects from the Bieth Park 

Master Plan 

• Solidifying the agreement between Caro 

Community Schools and the City related to new 

tennis courts 

• Relocating utility poles in the downtown area 

• Putting the finishing touches on the Police 

Department addition 

Con’t on page 2 
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MANAGER’S MUSINGS 
BY: MATT LANE 

 

A WORD FROM THE CLERK  
BY: SARA SAVAGE 

 

Con’t from page 1 

 

• Completing the Caro Farmer’s Market and see it up 

and running 

• Installing another welcome sign to Caro 

• Welcoming back the Tuscola County Pumpkin 

Festival, Cars and Crafts, and the Gingerbread 

Festival 

• Installing benches and equipment in the Dog Park at 

Chippewa Landing 

• The grand opening of the Splash Pad 

• Developing a community center 

• Once again conducting community-wide programs 

like the Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Movies in the 

Park, and a Community Picnic 

 
In the New Year, I would like to welcome our new City 
Council members Kory Batschke and Emily Campbell,  
and  congratulate Jill White for being elected to the 
Council following her appointment.  And, a big thank you 
to Brian Rickwalt for his years of service on the Council.   
You served the City well. 
 
Remember the 3 W’s:  wash your hands, wear your mask, 
watch your distance.  We need to work together in the 
common  interest of everyone.  If we do that, nothing is 
impossible.   
 
My wish for the City of Caro and it’s residents is that 
2021 is filled with success, happiness, and prosperity for 
all.  On behalf of the Office of the Mayor, and from my 
family to yours, Happy New Year! 

new dog park located in Chippewa Landing Park and 
our new splash pad in Bieth Park. 
 
We will accept name ideas until Friday, February 12, 
2021 on the City’s Facebook page, via email at 
mlane@carocity.net or at city hall.  We will compile the 
suggestions and hold a vote of the best names on the 
city’s Facebook page with hopes of unveiling the names 
in early March.   
 
Winter is also a great time for planning ahead.  We will 
begin working on the next fiscal year budget and capital 
improvements soon! 
 
Please stay connected with the City of Caro. We 
encourage you to follow us on Facebook: @CityOfCaro 
 
If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel 
free to contact me at mlane@carocity.net or 989-673-
7671. 
 
Take care of yourselves and your families.  Stay healthy 
and stay safe. 

Greetings, Caro.  I hope this 
newsletter finds you in good health 
and in good spirits. 
 
I also hope you had a wonderful 
holiday season and a happy new 
year! 
 
I always find winter to be a great 
time for reflection- to look back at 

the years’ past and evaluate how things have been going.  
Given the circumstances we have all faced this year, the 
City of Caro has been doing well.  We have made major 
progress on major projects including the farmers market, 
splash pad, dog park, police building, side walks and 
South Almer Street. With all that has been going on in the 
community, we have not had the opportunity to name the 
projects we are working on.  We would like to invite the 
community to help us by suggesting names for our  

Happy new year! Administrative 
staff hope you had a wonderful 
holiday season. 2020 was a very 
hard year with many challenges and 
obstacles, but we are looking 
forward to 2021 with enthusiasm 
for the exciting things to come to 
the City of Caro.  

 
Water shut-off’s due to non-payment were suspended 
for majority of 2020 due to COVID-19. It is to-be-
determined when the city will resume water shut-off’s 
due to non-payment, but please contact our office to set 
up a payment plan to avoid future shut-off.  
 
Winter taxes are due on March 1, 2021 by 5:00 p.m. The 
city will continue to collect both the summer and winter 
taxes until that date. Any unpaid summer and winter 
taxes after this date will be turned over to the Tuscola 
County Treasurer’s Office for collection.  
 
When offices are closed, payments can be made in one 
of the following ways: 

• Online – please visit our website at 

www.carocity.net to make a payment online 

Con’t on page 3 

mailto:mlane@carocity.net
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PUBLIC WORKS HIGHLIGHTS 
BY: JEFF GRAHAM 

DPW SUPERINTENDENT 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT  
BY: CURTIS WELLS, SUPT 

Please remember there 
is  

NO PARKING  
on any City street from  

2 am—5 am  
December—March 

Winter is a beautiful season but with it 
comes the danger of slipping and falling.  
Please remember it is the homeowners 
responsibility to keep your sidewalks 
and walks to your mailbox clear of ice 

and snow.  The mail carrier must be able to get to 
your mailbox to deliver your mail. 

Winter will be soon upon 
us and that means that we 
should remember to drive 
carefully. Remember that 
there is no parking on any 
city street from 2 a.m. to 
5 a.m. during the months 
of December through 

March. Also, there is a city ordinance against shoveling or 
blowing your snow into the street but also state law that 
prohibits this 257.677a.  
 
Remember to protect yourself when it gets cool outside, 
and to have fun skiing, sledding, or riding snowmobiles. 
When the city crew is plowing please remember to give 
them consideration because they cannot always see you.  
 
I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

The staff at your Caro area 
Wastewater Treatment facility are 
hoping all of you are coping with the 
what was a crazy 2020. We also hope 
everyone had a Blessed Christmas 
and will have a prosperous New Year!  
 

In the past few months we have had our biosolids 
landfilled due to high arsenic levels. We are trying to 
figure out why this is happening because it is a lot more 
expensive to landfill than to land apply and no one 
benefits from the nutrients.  
 
Also we should have generators installed at 3 of our lift 
stations by the time this newsletter is out.  
 
You also may have noticed that the city’s electronic sign 
has been running a message about dumping anything 
other than human waste and toilet paper into our system 
It is a violation of our sewer use ordinance and when you 
are caught, carries a $500 fine. We are running it because 
we have had at least 3 incidences where oils and greases 
among other things have been found lately upsetting our 
biological processes here at the Plant.   
 
The RV dump is now closed due to inclement weather.  
 
And lastly please remember disposable does not mean 
flushable. God Bless! 

Con’t from page 2  

 

• Drop box outside of the Municipal Building at 317 

S. State St. Caro, MI 48723 

• Mail to Caro Municipal Building 317 S. State St. 

Caro, MI 48723 

• Call 877-885-7968 to make a payment by phone 

 
In addition, the assessments on your property for 2021 
will be mailed around the end of February. Assessment 
appeals will be heard at the March Board of Review 
meeting.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact our office at (989) 673-7671 or send an email to 
ssavage@carocity.net. Have a wonderful new year! Stay 
safe and healthy! 

WHAT NOT TO FLUSH  

The following items should NOT be flushed down the 
toilet or placed in the drains as these materials cause a 
great deal of damage to the pumps and other wastewater 
treatment equipment. You should not place cooking 
grease, food scraps, feminine hygiene products or their 
applicators, condoms, syringes, paper (other than toilet 
paper), baby wipes, mop heads, clothe wipes, diapers, 
fish, paint, fuel, motor oil, medicine, clothing, etc. Items 
that do not dissolve in water can create blockages in the 
sewer pipes and pumps. If they do make it to the 
treatment plant and through the pumps, they must be 
removed at the beginning of the treatment process.  

mailto:ssavage@carocity.net
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CARO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BY: CHIEF BRIAN NEWCOMB 

CARO FIRE DEPARTMENT  
BY: CHIEF RANDY HECKROTH  

Help me, help you!! If you 
have a fire hydrant near your 
home, please help your local 
firefighters by keeping the area 
around the hydrant clear of 
snow and ice. Thank you! 

The Caro Police Department wishes 
everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. Given all of the challenges of 
2020, we understand that is a tall order, 
however, we are looking forward to a 
much brighter 2021. We continue to 
operate as normally as possible. It has 

been a busy year for Caro PD and police departments in 
general.  
 
Everyone is suffering to an extent from Coronavirus 
fatigue. We are no exception. We have had 4 officers 
who suffered with the coronavirus. One was hospitalized 
and on a ventilator for two weeks. Yes, it can have a 
devastating effect on even a young person. With that 
said, all have recovered which is something to be 
thankful for.  
 
The Pfizer vaccine has been approved and is being rolled 
out as we speak. Again, there is a divide on opinions out 
there on whether or not to accept the vaccine. I have 
done a ton or research to make my decision and I would 
encourage everyone to do the same. There is certainly 
some very helpful information out there for review. 
YouTube has been very helpful in that regard for me.  
 
Moving into 2021, we hope for the best and will 
continue to stay positive. Wishing you a healthy and 
much happier new year. 

Want the perfect gift to give or receive? 
A smoke / Carbon Monoxide Detector is the 
best. Everyone likes one, and everyone 
needs one, it is the gift that can last for 
years, and is priceless when needed. The 
detectors are on duty 24-hours a day and 
require very low maintenance.  
 

 The Chief would like to remind everyone that as we get into 
colder weather, the following items should be considered: 

• Check all your detector’s—replace batteries and insure 

they are clean 

• Check all family members to insure they have good 

working detectors  

• When burning from a wood stove or a corn burner, 

have the chimneys cleaned 

• All furnaces should be cleaned, and new filters installed 

• Live Christmas trees require constant watering, check 

daily, water daily so we don’t have to 

• Check all exhaust vents around your home, make sure 

snow is not covering them 

 
Burn Permits 

Please call 989-673-2226 to receive your free burn permit, 
valid for 30-days 
 

• Please leave your name, contact #, and the address 

where you will be burning 

• Permits are valid for out of city residence only, if you 

reside within the city limits of Caro, please leave your 

name and number. The Fire Chief will contact you, to 

give instructions for allowable fires within the city. 

• The State of Michigan only allows tree limbs and 

natural logs to be burnt 

• No garbage [even if in a container] may be burnt at any 

time 

• It is illegal to burn tires, pallets, or any type of 

construction material 

• All fires must be in attendance of a capable adult 

• No fires shall be had under any type of tree or electrical 

power line 

 
Thank You from the Chief 

 
Just a big thank you to everyone who in the past has helped the 
Firefighters do their job. We have seen time and time again 
where our community steps up to help, one of most importance 
it the uncovering of hydrants around your home. They can 
become buried and hard to find in time of emergency. Your 
help does not go unnoticed—Thank you, very much. 
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CODE ENFORCEMENT  
BY: CHIEF RANDY HECKROTH  

CITY OF CARO 
RESIDENTIAL RUBBISH & TRASH  

RATE INCREASE 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021 

 
Effective January 1, 2021 the new rubbish 

and trash rates for City of Caro 
residents will increase  

from  
$24.04 per billing cycle  

to  
$25.30 per billing cycle 

 
NEW RATES WILL BE REFLECTED ON THE 

FEBRUARY 2021 BILLING  
Looking for some family fun?  Why not go 

sledding at Chippewa Landing!! 

The Code Enforcement officer would like to thank everyone for 
their efforts in keeping our city clean this past summer and fall. 
Although there is still work to be done it is looking great. With 
the snow coming soon we all need to check our lawns for any 
unwanted items that may need cleaning up. If you do receive a 
notice; please contact this office immediately. Extensions may 
be granted based on individual situations. Please do not ignore 
the notice.  
 
Please review the following list for the most active blight 
issues: 
 
Pallets, unpermitted canopies, tires, construction material, and 
non-plated vehicles 
 
Please note this office does recognize the issue with getting 
plates for your vehicle during COVID-19, if you do receive a 
notice, please call, or email this office with your scheduled date 
to the Secretary of State. This will allow us to give you the 
needed extensions. 
                                                                 
The Zoning Administrator would like to remind everyone that 
zoning permits are required for the following: 
 
All fences, pools and any type of structure needs to have a 
zoning permit and a possible building permit. Please contact 
this office to receive an application. Zoning permits are only 
$25.00. 
                                                                    
New Ordinance that is now being enforced, 
All garbage [cans, containers etc..] are not to be placed out for 
pickup prior to 24-hours and all [cans, containers etc.] must be 
removed within 24-hours after the pickup.   
                                                                  
 Please be safe and enjoy the upcoming Michigan winter.  

Council Jan 4 & 18 7:30 p.m. 

 Feb 1 & 15 7:30 p.m. 

 March 1 & 15 7:30 p.m. 

   

Planning Jan 12 & 26 7:00 p.m. 

 Feb 9 & 23 7:00 p.m. 

 March 9 & 23 7:00 p.m. 

   

DDA Jan 13 Noon 

 Feb 10 Noon 

 March 10 Noon 

   

Parks & Rec Jan 20 7:00 p.m. 

 Feb 17 7:00 p.m. 

 March 17 7:00 p.m. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE  
 

Every day, before you toss something into the trash, stop and ask 
yourself: Can this be recycled? Word on the street is that more 
than 50% of your everyday household waste can be recycled. If it 
is recyclable, turn and toss it into your provided recycling bin 
rather than into your trash can! About one third of household 
trash is made up of packing and printed paper that is recyclable. 
By separating recyclables from garbage and placing them at the 
curb for collection, as a community we contribute to a healthier, 
cleaner environment. Recycling saves energy, conserves natural 
resources and reduces demand for landfill space.  
 
On Thursdays, along with your regular garbage pickup, Emterra 
Environmental provides pickup of recyclables. There is no longer 
any need to separate your recyclables into paper, glass and plastic. 
They are now collected in a single stream curbside container. 
These green containers can be picked up at either city hall or the 
DPW during regular business hours.   
 
Below is a list of items that are accepted by Emterra, for a 
complete list, please visit the City of Caro’s website at 
www.carocity.net. Acceptable items for recycling are newspaper, 
cardboard, plastic #1-7, cans, and glass.  

http://www.carocity.net

