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THE MAYOR’S MINUTES 
BY:  MAYOR JOE GREENE  

For Upcoming Events, 

City Updates, 

Important City Notices 

and Information from in 

and around Caro, add/

like us on Facebook!  

As the seasons change from 
summer to fall and mowing lawns 
and warm temperatures turn into 
raking leaves and cooler weather, 
so come changes to the City of 
Caro. 

 
South Almer Street is getting a 

much-needed facelift and several areas of new 
sidewalks are coming to the City.  Gone is the 
former Stephens’ Tire Shop, and in it’s place will be 
a new Caro Farmer’s Market.  Construction has 
begun at the Municipal Building to bring the 
headquarters of the Caro Police Department to City 
Hall.  A set of tennis courts has been demolished to 
become the site of a splash pad.  And a dog park 
will be coming to a space at Chippewa Landing.   
We are also pleased that the Caro Center project is 
moving forward.   

 

COVID-19 may have put a damper on fall festivities 
in Caro, such as the annual Tuscola County 
Pumpkin Festival and it’s  decorated pumpkins, 
craft show,  food court, and grand parade.   But you 
can still get your pumpkin fix by visiting an area 
pumpkin farm or cider mill.  With corn mazes and 
pumpkins galore, they're a one-stop shop for fall 
activities.  Don’t forget the apple cider and donuts 
while you are there.  Or pack a picnic lunch and take 
a fall drive.  As trees come alive with fall colors, 
take a drive down an open country road here in the 
Thumb just to enjoy the beautiful scenery.   While 
we may be unable to enjoy taking in a football game 
in person this fall, there is nothing stopping us from 
having a tailgate in our own driveway and then 
watching a game on television.   And there is always 
one of my personal favorite fall traditions of getting 
ready for the upcoming hunting season. 

 

 

 

Fall also brings election time.  Don’t forget to vote 
on November 3rd.   Voting is a fundamental 
process in our democratic system.  Voting is your 
chance to have a say in the people who represent 
you on the local, state, and national levels.    
Remember that your vote is your voice! 

 

Please be sure to follow the City of Caro and 
Mayor Joe Greene on Facebook and on the City’s 
website.    As always, feel free to contact me at 
jgreene@carocity.net, message me on Facebook, 
or call City Hall at 989-673-7671 to set up an 
appointment.   If you ever have any questions or 
concerns related to the City of Caro, please do not 
hesitate to contact me to let me know! 

mailto:jgreene@carocity.net


2 

 

MANAGER’S MUSINGS 
BY: MATT LANE 

A WORD FROM THE CLERK  
BY: SARA SAVAGE 

 

Now is the time to start 
planning how you are going to 
vote in the General Election on 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020! 
Registered voters have the 
option to vote in person on 
election day or vote absentee. 
If you choose to vote in 
person, the polls will open at 

7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. City of Caro 
registered voters will vote at the Caro Municipal 
Building, 317 S. State St. Caro, MI with precinct one 
voting in the fire hall and precinct two voting in the 
council chambers. If you choose to vote absentee, 
the first step is to submit an absent voter ballot 
application. Voters can apply online for an absent 
voter ballot at Michigan.gov/vote or contact our 
office to request an application.  
 
Once we have received your absent voter ballot 
application, we will mail out your ballot. If you have 
already submitted your application for an absent 
voter ballot you should have received your ballot in 
the mail by now. If not, please contact our office to 
verify that we have received your application. Voters 
also have the option to pick up their ballot from our 
office if you can present a picture ID. If you plan on 
voting absentee, please plan to 
return your ballot as soon as 
possible to ensure it’s 
received in time! Ballots must 
be turned in by 8:00 p.m.  on 
election day. Voters have the 
option to mail back their 
ballot, drop off in our office, 
or drop off in our official 
ballot drop box outside the 
Caro Municipal Building.  
 
The last day to register other than in person is 
October 19, 2020. If you move to a new city or 
township, you must re-register. If you move within a 
city or township and are already registered to vote, 
you only need to update your address with your local 
clerk. If you want to check to see if you are 
registered, visit Michigan.gov/vote. There you will 
find information about registering to vote, absentee 
voting, polling place locations and much more.  
 
It is also that time of year for property taxes. 
Summer property taxes were due September 15th  

Greetings, Caro.  I hope this 
newsletter finds you in good 
health and in good spirits. 
 
Fall has always been my 
favorite season. I love 
everything about it; the crisp 
cool air, apple orchards, 
pumpkin patches, trick-or-

treating and watching a football game or two. I wish 
I could say that all those things will be happening as 
usual, but this year is likely to be much different 
than years past.   
 
COVID-19 has caused the cancellation of many 
events and postponement of some traditions and we 
must continue to do our part to help stop the spread 
of this virus. But, through it all we have continued to 
work to improve our community and there are a lot 
of positive things happening in Caro. Over the 
summer, we made tremendous progress on the 
farmers’ market project, the splash pad in Bieth 
park, the dog park in Chippewa Landing Park, and 
the reconstruction of South Almer Street. 
 
As we move into autumn, we are making much-
needed investments in neighborhood sidewalks, line 
striping/pavement markings across the city and the 
new police building addition at city hall.  We also 
continue to work with our partners across the county 
and at the State of Michigan on the Caro Center 
project. The City’s commitment to moving forward 
is not diminished by the effects of the pandemic.   
 
As Thomas Jefferson once said, “Determine never to 
be idle…It is wonderful how much may be done if 
we are always doing.” 
 
Stay tuned for more updates as these projects move 
along and please stay connected with the City of 
Caro. We encourage you to follow us on Facebook: 
@CityOfCaro 
 
If you have any questions, comments or concerns 
feel free to contact me at mlane@carocity.net or  
989-673-7671. 
 
Take care of yourselves and your families.  Stay 
healthy and stay safe. 

mailto:mlane@carocity.net
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PUBLIC WORKS HIGHLIGHTS  
BY: JEFF GRAHAM 

DPW SUPERINTENDENT 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT  
BY: CURTIS WELLS, SUPT 

The staff at your Caro area wastewater 
treatment plant would like to think 
everyone had a great summer, but 
unfortunately we know better. We do 
hope however that everyone is dealing 
with what this pandemic has thrown at 

us. After all, this is the United States of America, and 
we are a resilient people.  
 
With the end of summer that brings snow and ice here 
sooner than we want to remember, the RV dump is 
open until the snow and ice start accumulating. Also, 
until further notice, masks are still a requirement for 
anyone visiting the plant for any reason including the 
RV dump.  
 
Hopefully by the time this newsletter is out, we will at 
least have 1 of our 3 lift station generators installed 
and operational. We are also continuing to ask anyone 
who sees or knows of anyone dumping anything other 
than human waste into our system to contact us so that 
the violators can be prosecuted. And lastly, as always, 
please remember disposable does not mean flushable. 
Thank you in advance for your continued help with 
these matters, and God Bless! 

Well summer is just about over and 
that means that leaf season is soon 
to be upon us. The leaf pickup 
schedule will be in the paper, and 
on the sign at city hall. The last day 
for brush pickup will be October 

5th starting at 7:30 am so please have brush out the 
day before there is also brush policy regarding how 
much we will pickup. If you need a copy of the 
policy you can get one from city hall or on the city 
website. If you have more than the allotted amount 
you can take it to the Weeden Road dump that is 
open 10 am to 12 noon the first and third Saturdays 
of the month and ending the third Saturday in 
November.  
 
When putting your leaves in the street PLEASE do 
not put grass clippings or sticks in the piles as this 
will plug the equipment. We will be flushing 
hydrants the week of October 12th. Notice will be 
in the paper, and on the sign at city hall. Also the 
first week of leaf pick starts October 5th with zone 
1, followed by zone 2 the next week and zone 3 the 
following week and then starting back over. 
 
Just a reminder to get all backflow testing complete 
before closing those lawn sprinklers for winter. The 
City requires them to be tested every three years. 
All businesses with  back flow preventers are 
required to be tested yearly and should have results 
sent to public works or city hall no later than 
October 31st

 .  Any questions feel free to call  
989-673-2571 Thank you! 

without penalty. We will be accepting them at the 
Caro Municipal Building through March 1, 2021 
with interest charges. On December 1, 2020, the  
City of Caro will be mailing out winter property 
tax bills that will be due on March 1, 2021. After  
March 1, 2021 unpaid summer and winter property 
taxes must be paid to the Tuscola County 
Treasurer.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact our office at  
(989) 673-7671 or send an email to 
ssavage@carocity.net if you have questions. Stay 
safe, stay healthy, and have a wonderful fall! 

City of Caro 

Trick or Treat Hours 

 

Saturday, October 31, 2020  

6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m.  

 

The fire whistle will sound at the 

beginning and at the end of  

Trick or Treat Hours. 

The City of Caro is looking to fill two 
vacant positions on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. Letters of interest or Committee 
Appointment Application can be found on 
the City of Caro’s website and must be 
submitted in writing and sent to the City 
Clerk, Caro Municipal Building. 

mailto:to%20ssavage@carocity.net
mailto:to%20ssavage@carocity.net
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CARO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BY: CHIEF BRIAN NEWCOMB 

Police Chief Brian Newcomb, new police officer  
Ryan Avery being sworn in by Sara Savage, Clerk/

Treasurer. 

SWEARING IN NEW  

POLICE OFFICERS 
Fall is here and we continue to deal 
with Coronavirus. We are all looking 
forward to the time when we can return 
to a form of normal. All of us have 
missed out on family outings, 
weddings, funerals, etc. It seems as if 

2020 never happened. Our hearts go out to families 
who have lost loved ones or have been impacted 
financially. The last thing anyone wanted was for 
businesses to close, never to reopen. There is a 
variety of opinions out there that either support or 
criticize the Governor’s executive orders. Caro PD 
asks that you please keep in mind that although you 
have been asked to wear masks and continue social 
distancing, if that is all you have suffered, it is a 
small request in comparison to losing loved ones or 
your livelihood disappearing. Schools are open now 
with some practicing virtual or online learning and 
some with reduced attendant days. Parents are 
suffering because they have to make allowances for 
childcare or end up leaving their jobs to stay home to 
watch their children. Who ever thought that the entire 
Senior graduating class from 2020 would lose the last 
3rd of their high school experience? Sports have been 
cancelled. Music, arts, special events all cancelled. 
Churches all cancelled in person services and have 
had to rely on online broadcasting. We have all had 
to deal with restriction and loss because of a virus. 
Nobody saw this coming, but we all have had to deal 
with it.  
 
I am confident that a vaccination is imminent. I look 
forward to sunny days to come. The longer this goes 
on, the less patient everyone becomes. I have said 
that we are all ready to comply with restrictions until 
it becomes inconvenient. The same applies to schools 
and active shooter preparation and restrictions 
imposed through necessity. Everyone is on board for 
safety, until they are not. Frustrations with single 
entry into the school, lockdowns, secure in place. 
There are days when we all have thought, “when is 
this going to end”?  
 
Just know that things will get better. Hopefully 
sooner than later. Until that time, Caro PD shares in 
your suffering and asks that everyone continue to be 
patient. Every day brings us a day closer to a 
resolution of this horrible virus. It’s hard to believe 
that someday, we will all look back and say, 
Remember 2020? What a crazy year. Until then, stay 
positive.  

Council Oct 5 & 19 7:30 p.m. 

 Nov 9 & 16 7:30 p.m. 

 Dec 7 & 21 7:30 p.m. 

   

Planning Oct 13 & 27 7:00 p.m. 

 Nov 10 & 24 7:00 p.m. 

 Dec 8 & 22 7:00 p.m. 

   

DDA Oct 14 Noon 

 Nov 11 Noon 

 Dec 9 Noon 

   

Parks & Rec Oct 21 7:00 p.m. 

 Nov 18 7:00 p.m. 

 Dec 16 7:00 p.m. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
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CARO FIRE DEPARTMENT  
BY: CHIEF RANDY HECKROTH  

Fire Chief Randy Heckroth attends the swearing in 
of his grandson Cole Heckroth to the Caro Fire 

Department. Cole is being sworn in by Sara Savage, 
Clerk/Treasurer. 

SWEARING IN NEW  

FIREFIGHTER  
The hot summer days are now 
behind us. It is time to rake the 
leaves, and do a final mowing of 
our lawns to prepare them for 
another cold winter that is fast 
approaching. With recent winds 

there may be a lot of branches to get rid of. Please 
read closely to insure you have them removed in the 
proper safe manner. 
 
Please contact the City DPW Superintendent for 
times and dates for leaf and branch pickup. There 
are specific rules in which to follow to insure they 
are removed. If you are a city resident, you are not 
able to burn these items. Only domestic camp fires 
are allowed, in a proper burn unit. Please contact my 
office for regulations regarding ‘Burning within the 
city limits of Caro’. 
 
For burn permits for brush piles, and leaves 
(OUTSIDE the city limits) please call 989-673-2002 
please listen to the MESSAGE, leave your name, 
contact number, and address. Permits are free, and 
are valid for thirty-days. 
 
And of course--------Please check your smoke 
detectors. Michigan law requires every residence to 
have at least one. 
 
A special thanks to all business owners that 
contributed to this years Fire pup program, we have 
raised over $2000.00 that will be used to order fire 
prevention merchandise, all will be distributed 
throughout the county. Please see the January 
newsletter for a full list of all donors. 
 
Fire run totals for the last three months, for the Caro 
Fire Dept.:  
May 2020  22 runs 
June 2020  25 runs 
July 2020   27 runs 
August 2020  19 runs 
 
For any questions regarding any fire laws and rules, 
please contact the Fire Chief at 989-673-2002. 

 
City offices will be closed on 

Thursday November 26 &  
Friday November 27, 2020  

 
In observance of  

Thanksgiving 

HOLIDAY GARBAGE SCHEDULE 
 

Friday Nov 27, 2020 
 

Last day for Yard Waste  
Pick Up  

Friday, Nov 27, 2020 
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On Wednesday, August 12 the City of Caro 
Council members and Parks and Recreation 
members attended a groundbreaking ceremony to 
kick off the development of a new $300,000  
splash park located at Bieth Park in Caro (pictured 
above). Shortly after, there was a second 
groundbreaking for the dog park in Chippewa 
Landing Park (pictured below) near the sledding 
hill.  

CODE ENFORCEMENT  
BY: CHIEF RANDY HECKROTH  

The Code Enforcement Officer 
would like to thank everyone for 
their cooperation this last summer 
in helping keep our city clean. 
Although there is still work to be 
done, it is looking great. 

 
With the upcoming leaf raking season fast 
approaching, please watch for dates and time when the 
city will be collecting them.  
 
Just to let everyone know the Zoning Administrator is 
now doing all residential zoning for fences, accessory 
buildings and pools. A permit is required for all, and 
for sheds and pools a building permit will be needed. 
Please stop into the office or call to get any needed 
information. Listed are some of the main concerns for 
this office this last summer. 
 
• Lawns - all lawns should be cut as to not exceed 8 

inches.  
• Vehicles - all must be in running order and have 

legal plates. 
• Pools - please follow the ordinance for safety. It is 

a major liability for the home owner if not 
followed correctly. The main concern is unsecured 
access to a pool by young children.  

• City Right Of Way - please keep all signs and 
other objects from being placed between the 
sidewalk and curb. This also means no parking 
there. 

 
Please insure all yards are clean with no items laying 
around for the winter snow that will arrive soon. 
Come spring it will reveal the same clean lawn as left 
from the fall before. 
 
For questions regarding any code or zoning issue, 
please contact my office at 989-673-1373.  

City offices will be closed on  

Thursday December 24 &  

Friday December 25, 2020 

 

Thursday December 31, 2020 & 

Friday  January 1, 2021  

The City of Caro DDA announced the groundbreaking 
ceremony on Thursday, July 30th to kick off the 
development of a new permanent farmers’ market 
location at 238 S. State Street, the site of the former 
Stephens’ Tire in downtown Caro. The City of Caro 
DDA was awarded a nearly $1 million grant from the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation in 2019 
to develop the site. This investment in downtown Caro 
is expected to help revitalize the area and provide more 
space for farmers’ market vendors.  

GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY 
SPLASH PAD AND DOG PARK 
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NOTICE 2020 

The City of  Caro’s leaf  pickup schedule is as follows: 

Zone 1: Oct 5 to Oct 9 

Zone 2: Oct 12 to Oct 16 

Zone 3: Oct 19 to Oct 23 

Zone 1: Oct 26 to Oct 30 

Zone 2: Nov 2 to Nov 6 

Zone 3: Nov 9 to Nov 13 

Zone 1: Nov 16 to Nov 20 

Zone 2: Nov 23 to Nov 27 

Zone 3: Nov 30 to Dec 4 


