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An Evaluation of Jesus’ ‘the Son of Man Will Come Like a Thief in the Night’ verses  
– and His ‘Concerning That Day No One Knows the Day nor the Hour’ verses  

The ‘thief’/ ‘thief in the night’ verses seen below, based upon the target group being warned,  
      - refer in context to The Second Coming 
      - refer in context to The Onset of the Tribulation prior to the Second Coming 

         - refer in context to The End of the Millennium prior to the New Heavens and New Earth 

         - refer in context to The Church Age prior to the Rapture. 

 

Matthew 24:42–44  
42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, 
that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.  
 

Luke 12:35–40  
35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for 
their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at 
once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake 
when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at 
table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and 
finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house 
had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken 
into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  
 

Revelation 16:15  
15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments 
on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:2–4  
2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  
3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 
them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you are not in 
darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.  
 

2 Peter 3:10  
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, 
and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are 
done on it will be exposed. [This verse refers to the final judgment that takes place at the end of 
the Millennium (not of the Tribulation) leading into the New Heavens and New Earth] 
 

The different kind of occurrence of a ‘Jesus-will-come-like-a-thief’ verse is Revelation 3:3  
3 “Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up,  
I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.” 

 

 

This verse shows the extremely dangerous condition of the church at Sardis (described by Jesus here 
as being ‘dead’ [verses 1–2]) as they are only ‘playing a role’ of spirituality regarding which Jesus 
demands that they must repent. They must wake up or else they will face His serious discipline 
(described here as ‘I will come against you’) – as the Lord states His commitment to engaging  
the harsh but corrective action of ‘disciplining those whom He loves’ (Hebrews 12:5–10). 

[This ‘day of the Lord’ = the onset of The Tribulation which  
will culminate 7 years later with Jesus’ Second Coming] 

 

Target group:  Jews/Israel  

Target:  Jews/Israel  

Target: Unbelievers  

Target group: Unbelievers   

Target: Church believers  

Target group:  Converted Tribulation believers 

Target: Church believers  
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The ‘concerning that day no one knows the day nor the hour’ verses seen below refer in 
context initially to The Second Coming and then have relevance as well to the Rapture.  
When Jesus spoke these words during His 3-year public ministry on earth—due to his 
graciously ‘laying aside’ (during the timeframe of His years here on earth) the full expression 
of His Divine Omniscience—when He spoke these words during that timeframe the exact day 
or hour of His future Second Coming, as well as of the prior Rapture, were both unknown to 
Him. Thus, He made the statements seen below. However, as Jesus—the Son of God-now-
God/Man—sits currently at the right hand of God the Father (with all of His Divine 
expressions once again ‘taken up’ and put into full effect), both the day and the hour of the 
Rapture of His Bride (the church) as well as the 7-years-later event of His Second Coming are 
known by Him. We, however, have no ability to know those ‘day nor hour’ timings—and thus 
until the Rapture has occurred (and the subsequent covenant between the Anti-Christ and 
Israel has been engaged), there is no way to ascertain when it will be (seven years later) that 
the Second Coming of Jesus will occur. As a result, the message to our lives today as His 
followers is: “Stay awake and be prepared! Look for the Rapture to occur at any time!” 
 

Matthew 24:32–37  
32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see all these things, you know that 
He is near, at the very gates. 34 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words will not pass away. 36 

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but the Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”  
 

Matthew 25:5–13  
5 “As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there 
was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and 
trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for 
you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the 
door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But 
he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.”  
 

Mark 13:28–37  
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that He is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words will not pass 
away. 32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the 
time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants 
in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you 
asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”  

 


