
2 Thessalonians 2:1–4
1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, 
brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, 
either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming 
to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has 
come. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day
will not come, unless the rebellion departure [rapture] 
COMES FIRST, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself 
against every so-called god or object of worship, so that 
he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming 
himself to be God. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will 
bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a Word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1–3
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, 
you have no need to have anything written to you. 2 For 
you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are 
saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

A Clarification on Paul’s Teaching in 1 and 2 Thessalonians In these two Thessalonian letters:
- the coming of the Lord = THE RAPTURE
- the day of the Lord = THE TRIBULATION

The reason I have replaced the ESV translation of ‘rebellion’ here with the more 
literal word ‘departure’ is because the Greek noun apostasia, which in modern 
translations is unhelpfully translated ‘apostasy’ or ‘rebellion,’ should in context 
more accurately be translated ‘departure’ to convey Paul’s point of a departure 
‘physically’ (the Rapture) – not a departure ‘from truth’ (apostasy/rebellion). 
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Notice that Paul says here that the setting for the onset of  the day of the Lord 
– the Tribulation – is that it will be a time when people are talking about 
‘peace and security.’ The Book of Revelation shows, in graphic detail, the 
destruction which will unfold once the day of the Lord has begun to fall upon 
humanity. A time of massive destruction will take place. By the end of the 
Tribulation, when the Second Coming of Jesus finally occurs, no one amidst 
this destruction will be talking about ‘peace and security’!
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