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Some people assume the “last trumpet” mentioned in 1 Cor. 15:52 is the same as the 7

th
 trumpet in 

Revelation 11:15. The “last trumpet” is God’s trumpet, while the 7
th
 trumpet is an angel’s trumpet. They 

are not the same. Let’s look at the end-time passages speaking of a trumpet: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:51-52 “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” 
 
1 Thess. 4:16-17 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and 
remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 
always be with the Lord.” 
 
Matthew 24:30-31 “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and 
great glory. And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.” 
 
Revelation 8:6 “And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them.” 
Revelation 11:15 “Then the seventh angel sounded (the trumpet); and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will 
reign forever and ever.’” Jesus doesn’t return to earth until Revelation 19:11-15, proving that the 7

th
 

trumpet cannot signify the Rapture or the Second Coming. 
 

Three Trumpets Are At Different Times 
First Corinthians 15:51-52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 are clearly speaking of the Rapture, which is the 
resurrection of the dead and translation of living people in the Church. When the verse says “last 
trumpet,” the word last can mean “last in the point of time” or “last in a sequence.” God has a program for 
His Church, and a program for redeemed Israel. Just as the program for the Church differs from His 
program for Israel, each age period is terminated by the blowing of a trumpet at different times. The 
blowing of the trumpet for the resurrection and rapture is the last trumpet for the Church. 
 
Revelation 11:15 is referring to a judgment during the Tribulation Period (“the third woe” 11:14), where 
there is a period of time between the 7

th
 trumpet and the Second Coming.  

 
Matthew 24:30-31 is talking about the gathering of people in their natural bodies at the Second 
Coming. This is not a resurrection because resurrected people don’t need angels to gather them. 
 

Rapture During Tribulation Second Coming 

1 Cor. 15:51-52 & 1 Thess. 4:16-17 Revelation 11:15 Matthew 24:30-31 

God’s trumpet (1 Thess. 4:16) Angel’s trumpet A great trumpet  

Last trumpet for the Church 7
th
 trumpet, but not the last 

trumpet 
This trumpet is after the 7

th
 

trumpet 

Happens “in a moment” (instantly) in 
“the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 15:52) 

Happens over a number of 
“days” (Rev. 10:7) 

Angels sent forth to gather the 
elect, probably in one day. 

Happens before God’s wrath is 
poured out. (1 Thess. 5:9—not 
appointed to wrath) 

Happens while God’s wrath 
is poured out (Rev. 14:15—
“3

rd
 woe is coming quickly”) 

Happens at the end of wrath, at 
the end of the Tribulation. 
 

Happens immediately before the 
Church is resurrected (1 Thess. 4:16-
17) 

Happens after the two 
witnesses are resurrected 
(Rev. 11:3-12) 

Happens after the Church is 
resurrected and after the two 
witnesses are resurrected 

Purpose: The Church is resurrected Purpose: Judgment on earth Purpose: To send forth angels 

All people in the Church, dead and 
living, will be given resurrected bodies 

No people are resurrected People who are alive are 
gathered in their natural bodies 
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