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                  TWO EXPECTATIONS                  TWO SEPARATE EVENTS
       BEFORE the Tribulation                  AFTER the Tribulation
     The Church is Waiting for…            Believing Israel is Waiting for…
         Jesus to come for US                     Jesus to come with US
              THE RAPTURE                            THE SECOND COMING
       (“The Blessed Hope”)                 (“The Glorious Appearing”)

John 13:1, 36 
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus 
knew that His hour had come to depart out of this 
world to the Father, having loved His own who were 
in the world, He loved them to the end. 36 Simon 
Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” 
Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot 
follow Me now, but you will follow afterward.” 

John 14:3 
“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to Myself, that where I am 
you may be also.” 

1 Thessalonians 1:9b–10 
9 … You turned to God from idols to serve the living 
and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14–17 
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
Him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we 
declare to you by a Word from the Lord, that we 
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a cry of command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we 
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

2 Thessalonians 1:6–10 
6 God considers it just to repay with affliction those 
who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are 
afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels 8 in 
flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do 
not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the 
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His might, 
10 when He comes on that day to be glorified in His 
saints, and to be marveled at among all who have 
believed, because our testimony to you was 
believed. 

Revelation 19:11–16 
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse! The One sitting on it is called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness He judges and makes 
war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on His 
head are many diadems, and He has a name written 
that no one knows but Himself. 13 He is clothed in a 
robe dipped in blood, and the name by which He is 
called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of 
heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were 
following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth 
comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 
nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron. He 
will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God the Almighty. 16 On His robe and on His thigh He 
has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.
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Matthew 26:64 
64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 
from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at 
the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds 
of heaven.” 
[Jesus’ words in His Olivet Discourse (found in Matthew 24-25) were spoken to 
Israel in reference to the Tribulation and His Second Coming. What is being 
described throughout this one-unit-discourse, therefore, is His Second 
Coming. In the verses from Matthew 24 listed below, Jesus is not speaking of 
the Rapture. In the context, “the ones taken” are not believers who are “In 
Christ” – but rather the unbelievers that are going to be swept off and “taken” 
in order that only Tribulation believers are left and brought into the 
Millennium Kingdom. These who are “taken” in Matthew 24 are the ones who 
are destined for destruction and taken off the earth. 

In the four Gospels, it is crucial to keep the context of the teachings of Jesus in 
mind. In other words, in Christ’s teachings – we as the members of the New 
Testament church are not (in His parables) – the bride’s maids … we are not the 
servants that He refers to. Rather, in the context in the four Gospels, Jesus says 
to His Jewish disciples that He no longer calls them servants – but brothers and 
friends. After the beginning of the corporate church in the New Testament (in 
Acts 2), however – we find much different descriptive phrases, such as: the 
bride of Christ, the body of Christ, those who are “in Christ.”

Matthew 24:29–30, 36–37, 40–42  
29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will 
appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and 
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they 
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 
36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, 
not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two men 
will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 
41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will 
be taken and one left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:9–11 
9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 
who died for us so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we might live with Him. 11 Therefore 
encourage one another and build one another up, 
just as you are doing.

Acts 1:9–11 
9 And when He had said these things, as they were 
looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him 
out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into 
heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them 
in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw Him go into heaven.”

Philippians 3:20–21 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 
transform our lowly body to be like His glorious 
body, by the power that enables Him even to subject 
all things to Himself. 

1 Corinthians 15:35, 40, 42–47, 49, 50–52
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? 
With what kind of body do they come?” 40 There are 
heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of 
the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the 
earthly is of another. 42 So is it with the resurrection 
of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is 
raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is 
raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also 
a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man 
Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became 
a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is 
first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The 
first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second Man is from heaven. 49 Just as we have borne 
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 
image of the Man of heaven. 50 I tell you this, 
brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:1–12 
1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and our being gathered together to Him,                          we ask you, brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in 
                                                                                                     mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, 
                                                                or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that 
         the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one deceive 
          you in any way. For that day will not come, 

                                                                                                     … that day will not come, 
                                                                                                     and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
         destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself against 
         every so-called god or object of worship, so that he 
          takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming 
          himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that   
          when I was still with you I told you these things? 
              6 And you know what is restraining him now so that
            he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of 
           lawlessness is already at work. Only He who now 
           restrains it will do so until He is out of the way. 8 And 
             then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord
            Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and bring 
             to nothing by the appearance of His coming. 9 The 
            coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan
            with all power and false signs and wonders, 10 and 
           with all wicked deception for those who are 
           perishing, because they refused to love the truth and 
            so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a strong
           delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in
           order that all may be condemned who did not 
            believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
           

Paul had earlier referenced this same ‘coming day’ in 1 Thessalonians 5:1–3: 
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to 
have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, 
"There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon 
them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

unless the rebellion [actually, the Greek noun 
apostasia, which is unhelpfully translated “apostasy”
or “rebellion,” should more properly be translated
“departure” … (departure ‘physically’)]                         
unless the departure ( rapture) comes first,                  

“He” here in verse 7 is the Holy Spirit who restrains 
the appearance of the man of lawlessness (holding 
back his deception)—but at the Rapture the Holy 
Spirit’s removal of His presence in the world 
through the lives of Christians in whom He dwells 
will unleash the man of lawlessness’s evil plan.

For an excellent clarification of why “departure” (as 
in the physical departure of the rapture) and not 
“apostacy” or “rebellion” or “falling away” (as in a 
departure from the faith) – is what Paul is referring 
to up in verse 3 – see Andy Woods, The Falling 
Away: Spiritual Departure or Physical Departure 
(A Second Look at 2 Thessalonians 2:3).

(the Rapture)
AND the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ.
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(the Second Coming)

Titus 2:11–13 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, 13 waiting for OUR BLESSED HOPE, 

[Paul’s Greek transition word kai “and” (which is often unhelpfully omitted here in many translations—including in 
the ESV) is a crucial word in his statement to indicate THE DISTINCTION between these two separate events: 
   (1) the Blessed Hope of Jesus rapturing His church … and … (2) The Appearing of Jesus Christ in glory]

[This ‘day of the Lord’ = the onset of The Tribulation which 
will culminate 7 years later with Jesus’ Second Coming]
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Romans 5:9 
9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His 
blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the 
wrath of God. 

Revelation 3:7–13 
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 
‘The words of the holy One, the true One, who has the 
key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who 
shuts and no one opens. 8 I know your works. Behold, 
I have set before you an open door, which no one is 
able to shut. I know that you have but little power, 
and yet you have kept My Word and have not denied 
My name. 9 Behold, I will make those of the synagogue 
of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but 
lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down 
before your feet, and they will learn that I have loved 
you. 10 Because you have kept My Word about patient 
endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that 
is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell 
on the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you 
have, so that no one may seize your crown. 12 The one 
who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of 
my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on 
him the name of My God, and the name of the city of 
My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from 
My God out of heaven, and My own new name. 13 He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.’”
[On the surface, it may seem like Luke 21:36b refers to the Rapture—as it talks
about ‘escaping’ and ‘standing before the Son of Man.’  This ‘sounds like’ 
the Rapture and the judgment seat of Christ which follows it. The problem is 
that ‘praying that you may have strength to escape’ is inconsistent with the 
doctrine of the Rapture of the saints—because nothing about the Rapture is 
based on human effort. ‘Strength’ instead fits with Jesus’ instructions to 
Tribulation saints who, when they see the man of lawlessness in the temple 
claiming to be God (2 Thess. 2:3–4)—are told to run for their lives (Matt. 24:15–
21). This ‘escape’ is not a supernatural escape (such as the Rapture) but a 
physical escape to the mountains where the Lord keeps them safe until His 
Second Coming (which is the rescue of the remnant of repentant and believing 
Jews in the Tribulation). In order to obey the Lord’s instruction, they will need 
human strength as they are told to physically flee for their lives. This happens 
in the Tribulation. The Rapture of the Church, in contrast, has nothing to do 
with our strength, and we are never told to ‘pray’ that we might escape the 
wrath to come! To the contrary, Scripture promises us that—due to our now 
being ‘in Christ’—God has not destined us for wrath (1 Thess. 5:9).]

 2 Timothy 4:1–2 
1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 
His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; be 
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 

1 Peter 1:6–7, 13 
6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 Therefore, 
preparing your minds for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Revelation 16:15 
15 “Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one 
who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he 
may not go about naked and be seen exposed!” 

1 Corinthians 1:4, 7; 11:26; 16:22
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of 
the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 
7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for 
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 26 For as often as 
[now, as the church of the new covenant] you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death until He comes. 22 If anyone has no love for the 
Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come! 

Luke 21:34–36 
34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of 
this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a 
trap. 35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face 
of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, 
praying that you may have strength to escape all these 
things that are going to take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.”
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1 Thessalonians 3:11–13 
11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our 
Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, as we do for you, 13 so that He 
may establish your hearts BLAMELESS IN HOLINESS 
BEFORE OUR GOD AND FATHER, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus WITH ALL HIS SAINTS. 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely, and MAY YOUR WHOLE SPIRIT AND 
SOUL AND BODY BE KEPT BLAMELESS at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians 3:1–4 
1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is your life appears, THEN YOU 
ALSO WILL APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY.

1 John 3:1–3 
1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 
that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s 
children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when He appears WE 
SHALL BE LIKE HIM, because we shall see Him as He 
is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies 
himself as He is pure.

1 Peter 5:4 
4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, YOU WILL 
RECEIVE THE UNFADING CROWN OF GLORY. 

Hebrews 9:27–28 
27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, 
and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having 
been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to 
save those who are eagerly waiting for Him.

Jude 14–15 
14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh 
from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord 
comes with ten thousands of His holy ones, 15 to 
execute judgment on all and to convict all the 
ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they 
have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all 
the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken 
against Him.” 

Revelation 1:7 
7 Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every 
eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him, and 
all tribes of the earth will wail on account of Him. 
Even so. Amen. 

1 Timothy 6:13–14 
13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life 
to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in His 
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession, 14 to KEEP THE COMMANDMENT 
UNSTAINED AND FREE FROM REPROACH until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ …. 

2 Timothy 4:8 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me THE CROWN OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH THE LORD, the righteous 
judge, WILL AWARD TO ME ON THAT DAY, and not 
only to me but also to all who have loved His 
appearing.
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Romans 8:23 
23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as WE WAIT EAGERLY FOR 
ADOPTION AS SONS, THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODIES. 
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2 Peter 1:19–20 
19 And we have the prophetic word more fully 
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention 
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the Day 
dawns and THE MORNING STAR rises in your hearts, 
20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation.
Jesus is “the bright Morning Star” (Revelation 22:16)
                   Jesus is “the Sun of Righteousness” (here)  

Hebrews 10:24–25 
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. 

James 5:7–8 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of 
the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious 
fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be 
patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. 

1 John 2:28 
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, so that 
when He appears we may have confidence and not 
shrink from Him in shame at His coming. 

1 Thessalonians 2:19–20 
19 For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting 
before our Lord Jesus at His coming? Is it not you? 
20 For you are our glory and joy.

Romans 13:11–12 
11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has 
come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The 
night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us 
cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light.

Malachi 4:1–3 
1 “For behold, the Day is coming, burning like an oven, 
when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. 
The Day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the 
LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 
branch. 2 But for you who fear My name, THE SUN OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS shall rise with healing in its wings. 
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 
3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be 
ashes under the soles of your feet.

1 Peter 1:13 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and 
being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace 
that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 

Jude 20–21 
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most 
holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep 
yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 

2 Corinthians 5:1–4 
1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home 
is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in 
this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly 
dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be 
found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we 
groan, being burdened—not that we would be 
unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so 
that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 

Philippians 4:4–6 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 
5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:1–4
1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our being gathered together to him, we ask you,
brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed,
either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming
to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has
come. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day
will not come, unless the rebellion departure [rapture]
COMES FIRST, and the man of lawlessness is revealed,
the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself
against every so-called god or object of worship, so that
he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming
himself to be God.

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will
bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a Word from the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore
encourage one another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 5:1–3
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers,
you have no need to have anything written to you. 2 For
you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are
saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

A Clarification on Paul’s Teaching in 1 and 2 Thessalonians In these two Thessalonian letters:
- the coming of the Lord = THE RAPTURE
- the day of the Lord = THE TRIBULATION

The reason I have replaced the ESV translation of ‘rebellion’ here with the more
literal word ‘departure’ is because the Greek noun apostasia, which in modern
translations is unhelpfully translated ‘apostasy’ or ‘rebellion,’ should in context
more accurately be translated ‘departure’ to convey Paul’s point of a departure
‘physically’ (the Rapture) – not a departure ‘from truth’ (apostasy/rebellion).

2 Thessalonians 2:1–4
1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our being gathered together to him, we ask you,
brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed,
either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming
to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has
come. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day
will not come, unless the rebellion [departure: rapture]
COMES FIRST, and the man of lawlessness is revealed,
the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself
against every so-called god or object of worship, so that
he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming
himself to be God.

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will
bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a Word from the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore
encourage one another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 5:1–3
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers,
you have no need to have anything written to you. 2 For
you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are
saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

Notice that Paul says here that the setting for the onset of the day of the Lord
– the Tribulation – is that it will be a time when people are talking about
‘peace and security.’ The Book of Revelation shows, in graphic detail, the
destruction which will unfold once the day of the Lord has begun to fall upon
humanity. A time of massive destruction will take place. By the end of the
Tribulation, when the Second Coming of Jesus finally occurs, no one amidst
this destruction will be talking about ‘peace and security’!

- the coming of the Lord = THE RAPTURE - the day of the Lord = THE TRIBULATION


